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THE MENDON YARN.

The anti-Mormon organ in this oity
ie 8o prolific of falseboods regerding
Utab and its people, and especinlly the
Liptter-day SBainte, that sa a rule they
are permitted to pass by withoutany er-
fortatcontradiction, Occasionally, how-
ever, there are hase misrepresentationg
or distortions of fact that seem to call
for epecial attention, but even In these
cnees the NEwWS feels to apotoglze to ts
readers for refer:nce to the llbelous
sheet and its vitupera.jons:

One of the instanoces referred to ie B
recent publication regarding an neccue-
rence o Mendon, Cache county. The
tale was first published in an editorisl
of the paper referred to on October 11.
The nassertivns therein made were
vieicusly untrue. The eheet was not
content with that, but on Thursday,
Qctober 19, there appeared in it a letter
over the slgnature of J.mes Liamont,
purporting to give certain details,
This wae accompanied by B Communi-
cation trom an silegey minister of the
Gospel, of the Presbyterian persuasion,
one William R. Campbeli.

The tenor of the editorial and thé
Leamont letter wap to the effect that
Lamont had come 10 Utah a8 » Mor-
mon, and a couple ot years ago re-
moved to Mendon trom Rock
Springa. Bince emigrating to
A merica he had not anctively identi-
fled hbimeelt with the Churech.
The allegatlon wes made that last
gpring be had refured té he rebaptized,
apd that there had been instituted
.against bim s serfes of persecuilons
pecause he was **not in hurthony with
tav Priesthood.*? 1t was paid that
cattle, horees and plgs had been pur.
poeely driven on his Iarm, destroying
tL.e crop, and that when be demunded
damages from the Bishop and othera
he was subjected to atiil further out-
rage. On the 24ib of September he
wae placing two 18.months-old colts ib
the pasture when he received injuries
which, Jt was claimed, were inflintey
by a Would-be assassin, whum Lamont
deslgpated ae ‘s teacher of the
QLChureh,” and whom he gaid had
threateved nia life. He did not give
any nsmes, but credited it all to————,
O =, 8Lc.

The communication of the Rev.
Onmpbell reiated how kind he, as a
minister, had been to the people, vut
how they had turned against hi:mu
when he sought to Investizate what he
was pleased to term a ‘‘horrible
tragedy,” for which the Church
ahouly bhe held responeible, Mr,
Qamphell also stated that Lamont hay
had 8 cow and celf polsoned, while ail
tbe other animale in the same herd
escaped witheut harm. He further
ggserted thut on the evening of Batur.
dsy, October 14, bis bouse was twice
agesulted, the fAret time with a volley
of rocks agaipst (be buiwing, and the
gecond time by a shot heing fired
throu:h the window, For all this he
engaged in a viclous tUirade against the
Mormon Qburch.

The whole story arose from the du-
plicity shd malice of a pseudo-Christian
m'nister, who used the nutoriously
gatrulous sod simple-minded Lemont
as his tool. The tactle In the whole case
are, briefly, that 1hie fall the herd hoye
who _took the stock to a common puas-
ture carelessly permitted some of the
animels to wsnder on to the graio

fieide, Lamont’s small patch among
the others. Instead ot hig being se-
lecied ne n special objeclt of lmpo-ition
in this direction, others, who were in
good standing in the Church, were
suhjected to much severer loss, Lamont
demanded demages from every one
whose animals hg found on his piace,
aud from others. He wae pald with-
out compluint, partly because he
was poor and his family were sym-
pathized with, and partly because his
feid had been invaded. By hisown
stutement he recelved much more io
damages than his entire crop was
worth, and it was only partly injured,
Lo only one caese was there objection to
his ¢laim, becauee it was regarded as
groesly excessive, and even in that he
was paid an amount with which he
expressed himselif as helng fuliy eatis-
tied, On the night of Bunday, Bept.
24th, he took histwo colte to tne pas-
ture, at the end of a sireet Wwhich runs
through the town, anu when he wae
opening the gate the animals suddeniy
pulied back irombim.Thegroundatthat
place is hard and rocky, and har con-
slderabie slope, and it is probshle that
the anymals polied bim down, though
he says he doed Dot remember what
oceurred, In thie part of his story he
evidently desires to concesl the truth,
tur during tne period in wihich be can
rememhber ootbiug be was able to gain
control of his colts, take thelr haltere
off " apd plece them io the paw.
ture, where they were tound
next morning.,. He saya that when
on the way to the  pasture
he met B stranger on s grey horse, who
inquired for a mare that was lost, aud
Liamout pointed out 8 horee that was
10 the pasture, but it was Dol the
animal desired. The straoger passed
on, and Lemont says he was too far off
te render assistance when the aceident
ocourred. A ashort time after the incit-
dent at the gate, Lamont made his wuy
bome. There wae a gcalp wound about
two jnches long over the right ear tbat
could have been made by u sharp stone
ur hy tbhe barped wire of which the
fence around the pasture is constructed.
Lamont’s face wnd one h.nd were
seratched ms though he had heeo
dragged slong the ground hy the colts,
and when be resched home his tace
was covered with blood, He wifeanys
he toid her the coits had dune 1t, Next
moroing the Predbytlerian minister, vn
whose houge he had heen working,
persuaded him te go to a docturiu
Logan, though Mre. Lamont did not
think the injuries were severe enough
to require the services of a surgeon.
That yay the minister begun to work
up the attempted as:asslnation fake,

As to Mr.Campbell’s statement shout
Lamunt’s cattle belng the obnly ones
puisoned there this fall, it is egualiy
uutrue with the other ailegutiouns he
makes in connection with this affair.
Apimals belunging to vther peissne
were poirzned Bod died about the eame
timme. SBuch fuvcidents occurevery fall
when the cattle are frst turned into
ithe fielue. Mrs. Lamont stated ou
Satursay afternoon thut the cait was
killes by eatiug Gtoo much lucern
which it got oo their own premises,and
she helieved the cow died frum a eimi-
la¥ cuuse, Ap to the assault oo the
miviater’s house oo the might of Qolo-
ber 14, the neighbors are s uoit in say-
fng they heard nothing to indicate any
such trouble. They did heur the shot,

however, and express the opinion that
it was fired by no one more unfriendly
to the minister than himself. Camphell
lives in the ehurch building, and bas
gone away and left it vacant for
months at a time without having wo
much se apane of zlase broken. The
people of Meudou aecert that for every
window pane that hee been broken in
the Preshyterian church there, ffty
bhave heen hroken in the Mormon
weeting house, This work hae heen
done hy emall boys engaged iju mis-
chief.

The minister Campbell has heen gen-
erally offensive to the people, Mormon
and §non-Mormon, and they have let
bim eeverely alone, They stated on
Saturday that they bad for some time
contempiated sending = petition to
the head of the Presbyterian missjon
here to mnove Campbell *“and send B
white men io his place, that they
might have s gentleman to represent
the denomination.’’ QCampheil is the
individual who, wome time sines,
selzed B fourteen year old son of Gueo.
Baker who was playing with a num-
her of other boye in the street, carried
him Into the Preshyterian church, and
while he sat astride of the boy on the
floor pummeled his head till it was
gwelled so beadly thaet even his ears
were filled and pufied out.

Lamont was vislied ‘oo Baturday
afternoop, annd his jetter in the Tribune
shown him. He eaid that it was not
the letter that he wrote; that it had
been greatly lengthene i out and coo-
strued to mean exactly the opposite of
what he hed intended. He said that
Campbell bhad asked bim to write a
letter. He did se, and says that he
endeavored to show that the entire
talk was the result o! the Jesting of
hoys from 12 to 16 years old. Hesays
theee told bim that Alex, Richardsaud
Herlow Bussett etruck bim, and he
wrate the Jetler to show to the
public tuat be knew thnt Richards and
Bassett did not strike him, and could
pot heve done so. He caupot re-
member the nawme of & sing.e person
who told him, or wh> enid anyihing
about any threats azalost him. He
says he did unot hlame the Mormon
peoplein his letter, butthat everything
uf that nature had heen ioterpolated
since the document lett iis hands.
Heatates that he gave it to Mr. Camp-
bell, who dellvered 1t to the paper in
thie city. Mra, Liaiaont is very much
chargined by what hase sppeared in the
sheet referred to, and denounces a8 un-
qualifiedly false every Imputation
ngainst the Mormon people,

Upon the statement in his letter as
published, Lamont eaid co Baturdey
afternoon. ‘*They are jests, and not
facta, I never refused to he hapl z:i
or rebaptized, for no one apked me Lo
he_JJ

“Did you writeuny of that Jetter??*
he was arked,

“There jasomething wrong about it.
I wrote part of it.”?

“H )w much did ¥y )u weite?”?

] wrote mast of my leiter.?’

*Did you write it yourselt or Mr.
Cuampbell for you?”?

#Mr. Campoell only wrote part of
it. He may bave copled it after, It
is lengthened out and construed differ-
ent to what I eald.”?

Coutinuing, Mr, Lamont eaid,
#There 8 Do true statement in that
urtiole. There ate no tacts ju it. Toe



