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the truth in the hearts of this peo-
ple and it was this which consti-
tuted the great strength of their
work but for this they would be a
very weak people and could be
easily broken up for it was not the
president of the church or his
counselors the first presidency it
was not the twelve apostles presi-
dents of stakes nor any other body
in the church upon whom the peo-
ple depended or unto whom they
looked solely for the word of god and
the testimony of jesus the salutesaints
could go to god themselves if they
had doubtshegninupon0 or point

pray to him in their secret places
and ask him to reveal to them
whether or not what was taught
unto them was in accordance with
his mind and will

many things in this church hadbad
come in contact with the traditions
and preconceived ideas of men
there were many things today
which perhaps conflicted with the
previous views of the latter day
saints there was scarcely a think-
ing man or woman in the church of
christ who had not indulged in re-
flections concerning the future of
this work and some of those views
had been rudely upset baw abse

quent events god was the author
of this work and he would conduct
it to suit his purposes and not those
of man

lotlet them thinkthink of how many
docdoctrinestriBes hadbad been taught that
were newdew to the world which god
had revealed in our day how
would they understand these unless
the spirit of god bore testimony to
them who on the earth believed
them they were not sanctioned
by tradition they were not upheld
by the cornmoncommon belief of men they
were new to this generation and
yet though they shook the prejud-
icesices of mankind and perhaps star-
tled the latter day saints when
they sought of god for a testimony
concerning them he hevernever failed
to give unto them his holy spirit
which gave the assurance that they
were of god and not of man and
so it will be to the end the presi-
dency of this church have to walk
just as the saints walk they have to
depend upon the revelations of god
as they come to them rhey had
their faith tested as the salutesaints have
and so with the twelve apostles
all that they could do was to seek
the mind and will of god

if there were any who had joined
the church with the expectation of
enjoying ease and worldly profit
they were laboring under a wrong
impression yet he did notdot believe

there was another people on
the face of the earth so blessed as
the latter day saints notwiths-
tanding their trials andfiebious he belaevbelieveded and he did
not say this with any disposition to
exaggerate that a happier and
more prosperous people did not
exist look at the results of the
lives of those who have been faith-
ful as compared with those who
have left the church and been un-
able to endure he was sure that
those who did so would be perfectly
satisfied with the coursecoursetheythey hadbad
followed god did not forget the
sacrifices of this people when he

thoughtbought of the hundreds who had
gone to prison willingly to show to
the world that they were conscient-
ious true and faithful meu and notdot
cowards covecovenantnant breakers and
recreants he felt thankful to god
that he lived among such a people
however much the world might
think the latter day saints had
been mistaken in their views the
time would come when their con-
duct during the last five years
would stand out as the brightest
page in the history of humanity
in modern times at least he
believed that this people were
capable of undergoing any sacrifices
that they maybemay be called upon to
make they could bow with sub-
mission when it was necessary and
right as easily as they could stand
erect and resist that which they
esteemed to be wrong they would
yet show mankind more abundantly
that the latter day saints were a
people of truth and uprightness who
were loyal to god to the country of
which they were citizens or ought
to be citizens to the institutions
which he had permitted in his
providence to be established loyal
in all the relations of life strong in
their fidelity and above all things
pure and virtuous

he would lose all hope for human-
ity but for the latter day saints it
filled him with horror when hesta
the course which men and women
were taking outside of this church
and witnessed the fate which was
coming upon the people of this and
other nations and felt thankful to
our heavenly father that he had
established a church whose stand-
ard of purity was unequalledunequalled
and in which all impurity
was denounced and dealt with
virtue among the people was of a
low standard outside of this church
the latter day saint who in-
dulged in sexual sin would be
damned if he did not repent there
was no greater cause of apostasyapostacy
and there never hadbad been in this

want of virtue
qedgod would have a virtuous people
for his spirit would not dwell in un-
holy tabernacles they must be pure
not only in deed but in thought in
order to retain the spirit of god

the elders when they went
abroad wondered why the people
did not gather asaa numerously as was
the case formerly from the various
nations of the earth it was due to
the abominable wickedness which
prevailed luxury was indulged in
to such an extent that young
men found themselves unable
to marry and consequently
some of the oldest blood in amer-
ica was disappearing those who
practiced unblushingly one of the
besetting sins of the age foeticidefoet icide
would stand before the bar of god
as murderers and murderessesmurde and
would be damned hear atall ye latter day saints this was the curse
which was coming upon our race
today in portions of this country inn
the southern states it did not prevail
to so great an extend as in the north
but it would creep in there after a
time if care be not taken the
speaker regretted to learn that that
sin hadbad made its appearance some-
what among the latter day saints

the curse of god would rest upon
those guilty of such abominations

god had chosen the saints to in-
stitute a new condition of things on
earth to arrest the tide of evil he s

had selected men and women who
had the courage to carry out what
he told them and they tried to do it
but the nation interposed andalid said
stop and the would bow in sub-
mission leaving the couconsequencesseqUences
with god they would dothedo the bestbeat
they could but when their actions
came in conflict with the constituted
authorities andaDd the highest tribunal
in the laudland cried stop there
was no other course furfor ththethaa latter
day saints to pursue than to be in
accordance with the revelations
which god had given to them tell-
ing themteem to respect constituted
authority and yield submissively
thereto nevertheless they could
stand as a living protest against the
evils of the age cry out againstaga inist
them and by their livesfives proclaim
that they were determined with the
help of god to effect a change in
affairs and redeem the world from
its wickedness as far as possible

brother cannon rejoiced that god
ioin his providence had permitted
the saints to remain in the land to
which he hadbad led thethebaudmaud trusted
that he would give them courage
and patience to bear all trials un-
complainingly those who fought
against this cause might be promi-
nent forforaa timeouttime but when they ceased
to occupy the positions which they
filled and which gave their voices
some importance they would drop
out of sighteight as hundreds before them
have done in this land let not
the saintssainte disturb themselves about
the utterances of those men who I1in-
flated

n
themselves with the idea for

a time that they are important per-
sonages and were going to do some
great things against them we
have seen many of those creatures
pass away and sink into oblivion

president cannon then took up
another theme on which he spoke
as follows

before I1 sit down there is one
subject that I1 have felt I1 wanted to
speak about I1 think it of some im-
portance to us as latter day saints
it was referred to yesterday by two
or three of the brethren it is in
relation to the events of 1891 and
connected with the coming of the
lord it was intimated by
roberts that some people thought
that such an event might perhaps
happen and he was anxious that
the saints should notdot be disappointed
if nothing did occur during that
year that would fulfill expectation
because a great manmany anticipations
have been indulged in connected
with that year and I1 believe there
has been altogether too much agita-
tion upona this subject I1 have seen
a great many times in our history
when sanguine men have attached
a great deal of importance to cer-
tain dates 1 remember when 1888
was coming in I1 heard on all sides
that there was something remarkable
conconnectedwithith that year I1 fully en-
dorse what elder thatcher said
yesterday upon tbthisis point that 18901690
has been as important a year as we
have ever witnessed and I1 believe
itft winwill be soBO with every year I1 do


