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salvation is that a man shaill believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and He has done
the balance. That deadly doclrine has
won the hearts of milllons of people.
It is the depth, the height and the
breadih of all folly to make an annouce-
ment of that kind. It appeals to the
weakness and indiflerence of humanity,
What is required of us is that we should
keep His commandments; and His com-
matdments are reasongble and rational,
and such as men ought to delight in:
for in connecticn with the observance
of His laws there is the presence of that
great boon, the Holy Ghost, the spirit of
the living God, which reveals to man
that same knowledge which Jesus
possesses. '

“No man knoweth the Son, but the
Faither: neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whom-
soever thbe Son will reveal him.”

Now, the world are in doubt in regard
to'the Father. There isa lack of cer-
tainty and of a proper understanding
concerniug 1he Faiher, for the reason
that no man knoweth the Futher but
the Son, and he to whom the Son will
reveal him. The very condition of the
world today bears testimony to Lhe
truth of 1his saying. It is not difficult
for us to comprehend its truth; for not
onlyis it true that no man knows the
Falher but the Son and he to whomso-
ever ihe Son revealeth Him; but itis
just as true that no man knows his own
father in the flesh except his father be
revealed to him. Itis thought tobe a
marvelous thing in the earth tbat if there
he a Father in heaven we should not
know something about Him and com-
prehend Him mm some manner; bul
when we come to think of it, who
knows hts own father or his own mother?
We know but litile of each other. The
great injunction, “Man, koow thyself”
has been sounded In our ears; but who
knows himseli? "Who can fathom the
depths ot his own soul—or of his own
physical being, to say noibing about the
spirit? It takes the hght and nspiration
ot the Holy Ghost, it takes tevelation,
coming by degrees to the soul of man,
10r man to become enlighiened and (o
comprehénd the truth. But it has io be
in the proper chaunel. When men
walk [n the straight and narrow path;
when men beheve, and, answering 1o
that belief, repent and retorm; when
men are baptized and have their sins
torgiven, and tbe light ot revelaiion
cotnes In upon them, by degrees these
blessed revelations contained in the
Book ol Doctrine and Covenants begin
to unfold themselves Lo the mind, and
we see & litile of the truth, we see the
philosopiy uf the plan ot salvation, and
we begin so get a lite light in regard to
our Falther who is 1a heaven, in regard
to Jesus and His pnission, and in regard
to the musslon of the Prophet Joseph
Smith apd the work of the Lourd re-
vealed to him. We compiehend these
things by degrees. Butwelearnslowly,
and somelimes we become discouraged
because we do not see more 1eadily and
because more light does not come in
upon our souls. The light, however,
would be greater, it would be stronger
and much more inlense than it is, i1 we
were more laithful and more devoted to
the duties that devolve upon us;it we
would only govern ourselves and bring
ourselves 1n submission to the mind and
will of the Father; if we would only
learn the lesson of ohedience, of
humnlity, ot Integrity, and have our

conscience always clear. ‘We should
know day by day that we have done the
will of God, that we have honored Him
and kept His commandments; for when
we do thus, we know of the docirine.
A man cannot do the will of God wiith-
out knowing the doctrine is true. Jesus
enunciated a most sacred, philosophical
and vilal iruth when he said, “"My
doctrine is not mine, but His that sent
me, lf any man will do His will, he
shall know of the doctrine.” And
further, if any man will repent ol his
sins, and be baptized for the remission
ot 1them, he shall receive the Hoiy
Ghost; and when man receives the
Holy Ghost it nioves him in that degree
that he is prepared for light and revela-
tion. Now, lbe power of the Holy
Spirit is with nan just in proportion to
his devotion and his labor in building
up the kingdom. 1f aman benegligent,
careless, indifferent, the spirit ofthe
Lord utterly withdraws itseif from him.
It is not a violent departure. There 15
no boisterous demonstration when 1he
spirit of the Lord withdraws from a
man or from a people. As we cannot
tell whence ii comeih, neither can we
tel! whither it goeth. It is most delicate’
and sensilive, and in order to retain it
it 18 imperatively necessary that we
should be caretully on tbe guard, so
that it shall mever be’ grieved by our
thoughts, words, or aciions, but tbat jt
shall feel a complacency, 4 quiet and
salt:sy\in our souls.

*Come unto me, alt ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.’?

Oh! if our brother Abraham could
have taken rest and have been relieved
of some of 1he great responsibility and
loads that were upon him; that his lHe
could have been preserved to us. That
is how we feel naturally. But now that
his earthly caréer is closed, we would
not—Iit wonld be vain it we would—ask
that he should be returned to us. For
blessed is the man who hath finished
his labor, though he may have accom-
plished in a litile season what it takes us
S0 many more years to perform. If he
bath done his iabor well, never needed
reproof or correctiony and never utiered
false doctrine, it is well with hinu
Brother Abrabam bas been true, his tes-
timony las been reliable, and his doc
trine and counsels have been pure, and
his example as perfect as a man’s could
be. He hath finisbed bis work and gone
10 his reward. He is a wealthy man
now; for he hath earned eternal lite.
The crown is his, and no power can pos-
sibly deprive’ him of it. He has kept
the faith, he has fought the lhight, and
bath eniered into rest.  What a blersed
thing 1t will be for hitm to have rest. He
did not rest here; he did not- take sleep
and quiet here; but was nerved and
upon a strain all the time 1osee what
amcunt of labor he could carry in the
mterest of God’s kingdom and in the
interest of his bretiren, serving every-
body, wailing upon everybody, prefer.
ring everybooy to himself.

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me.’?

Learn of the Lord. Listen to the
counsels of the Holy Spinit; for thus we
learp ot the Lord. He hath planted in
our hearts the Holy Spirit to be our con
stant companion, to bring to our minds
what He has taught us in the past and
what has been written, to enlighten our
minds as to the present, and to show us
thimgs to_come. It will let us know

that which we ought to know of the fi©
ture, and will give us testimony that
God lives, that there is @ Savior, and
that Jesus is the Christ; and that knowl-
edge will abide with us. It is nol enough
that the Son of God should give us this
witness and testimony; but it is absgp.
lutely necessary that that testimopy
dwell within us and be our constant
compasion. While the Holy Ghost
dwells in a man he will not be wicked,
he will not betray his brethren, he wil]
not be false in any particular; but he wil}
be lovable, he will be devoted and fajrp-
ful, and he will grow and advance in the
favorof Heaven. We are under oblj.
gation to keep the companionship of the
Holy Ghost. By its presence we learp
of Jesus. “Take my yoke upon you
and learn of me.”" ‘Let tbe Holy Spirit
abide in thy soul, that you may learn pf
Jesus; and always be learning of Him:
not enjoy the Holy Spirit for a shgrt
season and then forsake it, bub have it
dwell richly 1n thee all the day long. {f
we will do this, it will moderate us wheg
moderation i3 necessary; it will slimy.
late us when stimulus i1s necessary: jt
will restrain and encourage us, give ys
stiength and vitality and enable us gq
endure—that is, if we will not outrage
it or disregard its monitions.

“Learn of me; for | am meek apd
lowly in heart.*”

The great I Am who dwells aboye
:he Savior of the worid, declares tHat
He is nieek and iowly. Can we not g(-
ford to be meek and lowly? Will we
have trouble and difficuity between each
other if we are meek and lbwly? Is i
not desirable that that same meek ypd
lowly spiiit shouid be ours, and that we
should be like Him? Is it not preciousy

“And ye shall find rest unte. your
souls.”

_How desfrable it is to rest. How pre.
cious and blessed it is to have a litt]a
rest and a litle peace while we live jg
the flesh.

_ “For my yoke is easy, audi my.burdgg
is light.** .

Tne requirements of the Lord are ot
heavy. He dees not require a man 1o
do that that 1s unreasonable. He is
most consistent and rational, He knows
the weakness as well as the sirengih of
human nature. He knows the dispgsi.
lions of men. He knows their power
and the limit of their endurance. }e
comprehends them thoroughly, and He
does not make anv unreasonable require=
ments of any man.  If we listen 10 pe
vounsels of the Savior, we will not be
unwise in anything; for there 15 wisdom
in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, [f
we would listen to its prompungs, we
would take our rest and our sicep, and
we would not overdo; we wonld learn
to control our anxiety, our ambitigns
and our desires, and weuld understapd
the limit of our own sirength, and thys
preserve ourselves. It is the design of
the Lord 1hat we should live on eargh
till our work is finished. When we syp.
mit ouiselves entirely to the will of
God, and place loremost in our spujs
the kingdom of God and His rightecus.
ness, and our whole ambition is 1o dg
His will and keep His commandments
then the yoke ol the Savior is easy and
the burden is light. But it is not ap
easy matter for a man to undertake tg
be a Latter-day Saint and at the same
time try 10 serve Satan or himself. [f
he submit himself, however, entirely 1o
the will of God, under’ the direction of
the Holy Spitit, the voke is easy and the
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