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day Afternoon, June 21, 1884.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

HAVING been called upon, my brethren
and sisters and friends, to address Eou
this afternoon, I feel as though I
would like to read a portion of the
word of God. 1 will therefore read to
E:-u apart of the 14th chapter of the
ook of Revelations, from the Bible
known as King James’ translation.

And 1 Jooked, and, lo,a Lamb stood on the
mount Sion, and with him a hundred fort
and four thousand, having his Father’s
name written in their foreheads.

And I heard a voice from heaven, as the
voice of many waters, and as the voice of &

eat thunder: and I heard the voice of

1arpers harping with their harps:

And they sung as it were a new song be-
fore the throne, and before the four beasts,
and the elders; and no man could learn that
song but the hundred and forty and four
th"uisud' which were redeemed from the
earth,

These are they which were not defiled
with women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb whitherso-
ever he goeth. These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb.

And in their mouth was found no
for they are without fault before the t
of God. g A

And I saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every mnation, and kmdred, and
tongue, and people, ¥

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory 1o him; for the hour of his judg-
ment is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters. Y

And there followed another angel, saying,
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.
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It has been charged to the Latter-day

Saints that they set but little value up-
on the Christian Bible; that they
criticise its translation and the revis-
ions through which it has passed, and
that it is our endeavor to belittle the
importance of this holy book. The
words which I have read are a portion
of that sacred record which we are
charged with undervaluing, and I
choose them as a basis for my remarks
in order to show how groundless is
that charge, with many others, which
are made falsely against this people.
The words you bave heard include a
rophecy uttered some 1800 years ago
van Apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ, one of the Twelve whom
He chose in the days of His
personal ministry upon the earth. He
had delivered unto them the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, promising
them that whatsoever they bound on
earth should be bound in heaven;
whatsoever they loosed upon earth
should be loosed in_heaven; whoesso-
ever sius they should remit should be
remitted, and whoessoever sins they
should retain should be retained. He
gave them power to go forth to all na-
ticns and preach the Gospel of life and
salvation, telling them among the last
$hings he said that, ‘‘He thatbelieveth
and is baptised shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned;’
and that certain sigus should follow
them that believed. The Apostles went
forth baptising in the name of the Lord,
and confirme:
lowing.

On a certain occasion, towards the
close of the career of the Son of God
in the flesh, His disciples asked him if
He would at that time restore the
Kingdom to Israel, and what would be
thz signs of His second coming and
of the end of the world? Among other
things He told them that this Gospel of
the Kingdom should be preached in all
the world as a witness unto all nations
and then should the end come. The
Aﬂnsﬂes set out upon the mission
which had been given them, and we
readin the Acts of the Apostles, and
in their Epistles contained within the
lids of this holy book, of the adven-
tures which befell them and the perse-
cutions which they endured. 1t had
been said of them by their Lord and
Master,that they should be bated of all
men for His name’s sake; but ‘‘blessed
are ye'’, said He, ‘‘when men shall
revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against you
falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your re-
ward in heaven; for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you,”
And the day would come, He said,
when they that put His disciples to
death would think they were doing
God’s service.

Thus were the minds of the Apostles
prepared for the fate which afterwards
befell them. Theyembraced the truth,
knowing that it might cost them their
lives; for they had been told that if a
mav loved his life, or loved earthly
possessions of any kind more than he
did his God, more than he loved the
work of that God, he was inno wise
fit for His kingdom. They went into
it with their eyes open; they knew
what would befall them; but being
men of integrity, men who loved truth,
who based themselves upon |':]rlncl le
and thought more of doing the will ot
Him who sent them than they did of
doing their own, they embraced their
glorioas mission and were willing even
to lay down their lives for the sake of
that JKingdom for which they were
laboring. Their expectations were
fulfilled, The tppth was notpopular.

devila were subject to these
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miracles in the name of Jesus, yet
they were despised, persecutedorig-
pored by the great mass of humanity.
A few believed in their words; a few
rejoiced exceedmily that the Church
of God was established on the earth;
that the Savior who had been promlsed
as a lamb slain from before the foun-
dation of the world, had at last come
in fulfillment of the prophecies of old.
Their minds were prepared to receive
Him, and they rejoiced in the work of
God, Churches wereformed in differ-
ent lands, The Apostles went forth
from Jerusalem, after they had been
“‘endued with power from on high,”
and built up churches in many of the
surrounding nations, pephaps in all
the nations that then existed. Butal-
though they wire successful in plant-
ing ghe tree of life upon the soil of
a fallen world, it seems that the time
had not comeé for it to remainthere
and bear fruit throughout the ages of
eternity. It was ‘destined to be up-
rooted, and there was to comwe another
time when the truth should betrans-
planted once more, and should bear
the fruits of righteousness forever,
The glory of God was not destined in
that day to cover the earth, as He has
said it would in the latter days, ‘‘as
the waters cover the mighty deep.”
The Apostles labored faittufully; they
went forth baptising in the name of
the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost; but the power of sin, the
ower of the evil one was so great that
t did not please the Alimighty to es-
tablish upon the earth in that daya
work which should endure forever.
He permitted it for a wise purpose to
be thrown down, and of this fact we
are well assured by the prophecies of
the Apostles which they have left on
record. Paul, one of the most faithful
laborers in the vineyard of our Lord in
that day, said the time would come
when the people would not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts should heap unto themselves
teachers, and baving itching ears,
should turn away their ears from the
truth,and should be turned unto fa-

es.
If we follow the history of the
Apostles, we will see how their words
were fulfilled. Nearly every one of
the Twelve whom Jesus chose, met
with a tragic death in defence of the
principles which th%y %rocluimed.
Some were dragged to death, some be-
headed, one was crucitied with his
head downward, others were thrown
into cauldrons of boiling oil and others
to wild beasts; so that at the end of the
second century after Christ,the Church
of God in its purity no longer existed
upon the face of the earth. It had
been torn assunder; it had apostatized
from the truth; they who were faithful
had been put to death, and in their
place sprang up & race of compromis-
ers, who were willing to barter away
to the world the gl'iucip!es of truth,
being too weak and cowardly to stand
and die for their convictions as
their fellow laborers had done. They
were willing to give upthis principle,
and concede that point, to amalgamate
for the purpose of making them popu-
lar and palatable the doctrines of the
pure Christian faith with the pa-

n ideas of ancient Rome. So that

he temporal body of Christ,the Church,
became corrupt, deformed by this de-
parture from first principles. Apostles,
prophets were done away with ;spiritu-
al gifts became extinet and were said
to be no longer needed: Bishops were
put into the places of Apostles,and a
multitude of new offices, unknown to
the origina! church,were created. Fin-
ally two Bishogs ap%eared. the Bishop
of Rome and the Bishop of Cnstanti-
nople, contending as to which was the
greatest, and striving, in a church
Frofesslng to regard upity and brother-
Lylove todivide the dominions of the

hristian world between themw. More
attention was paid to outward forms,
to grand and imposing ceremonies,
than to the simple beautiful principles
of the Gospel, anc in course of time
were fulfllled the words of Isaiah, who
said that they would *‘transgress the
law, change the ordinances, and break
the everlasting covenant.”” The result
of this wide-spread departure, this
apostacy from the primitive faith, was
the withdrawal of the power of the
Priesthood, typificd by the *‘‘man-
child” of the Apocalypse, which was
taken into the heavens to preserve it
from the mouth of the Iragon which
sought its life; tnere to remain untila
more auspicious time should arrive for
the establishment of the work ot God
and the winding up of the great plan
of human redemption.

But one of these original Apostles
was left. The Latter-day Saints are
taught that Jesus, on a certain occa-
sion,speaking to the Twelve, wished to
bestow uponthem eacha gift, to grant
the desire of their hearts, and He
asked them what they would He
should do for them. They all but one
requested to be. taken home to Him in
heaven when they should havefilled
the allotted age of man. But one
turned away sorrowful, feeling that
the wish he cherished in his heart was
too great to be granted. Peter asked
the Savior,*What shall this man do?”’
and received the reply, “If I will that
hetarry till I come what is that tothee?”’
“Then wentthis saying abroad among
the brethren that that discipie should
not die.” It is vaguely given, 1 admit,
in the Bible from which [ have quoted,
but modern revelations has made it
plainer, and shown us that the Apos-
tle, John obtained a promise from the
Savior that he shonld remain uponthe
earth to wituess the downfall and the
rise of nations, that he should live te
perform a mighty mission in the midst
of toe children of men; that he sheuld
prophecy betore.kh%gs and rulers, and
should tarry upon the carth nutil the

Son of God came in His glpry. This
Apostle was the only one who ¢scaped
the tragic fate of his fellows. Hewas
the only one of the original Twelve
who was not put to death, An attempt
was made upon his life by throwing
him into a cauldron of boiling oil, but,
he escaped wiraculously, and his ene-
mies, not having the power to put him
to death, banished him to the desert
island of Patmoss. It was during his
exile upon this lonely spot, that God
condecended to reveal to him what
should come to pass in the last days,
and the book which is called the Ap-
oca]y})se is a record which the Apostle
left of the great things that wereshown
him,and which he should remain upon
the earth to see. An angel appeared
unto him; John mistook hiwm, it seems,
for the Lord, and fell down at his feet
to woership }Iim. his person was so
glorious. But the angel'reproved him
and said, “See thou doitnot: for I am
thy fellowservant and of thy brethren
the prophets.” Here was one of the
prophets who had bheen slain for the
testimony of Jesus, who was s0 glori=
ous when he appeared that John,whe
perbaps had labored with him, did not
‘recognize him, He had been sent un-
to him to show him what should ¢come
to puss thereafter. )

But not only was John shown what
should occur after the time in which bhe
was living, but he was shown what had
already taken place; not as the imper-
fect records of profane history have
given it to us, but he saw it typified in
itsfullness. The events of the seven
thousand years of the world’s tennporal
existence passed before him, like the
scenes of 1 mighty panorama, i you
will read the book which he leti. you
will there find portrayed symbolically
each of the seven thousand years. He
saw the events which had followerd the
creation down urtil one period had
passed; he then saw the events of the
second thousand years, or until two
periods had passed; and then the third
and the fourth periods, at the end of
which Jesus came as the Savior of
mankind, to perform a personal work
in the flesh. John saw, further, the
events of the fifth thousand years. He
saw the great apostacy that was to
take place in the Christian church,
when they put to death every inspired
man: when they did away with the
gifts and blessings of the Holy Ghost;
when they said they were no longer
necessary; when they engrafted upon
the olive tiee of the Christian faith the
wild branches of paganism. He saw
all this taking place down to the sixth
thousapnd years, and after the world
had wandered in darkness_ for centu-
ries, he says: 2

“And I saw another anzel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlast-
ing Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation
and kindred, and tongue, and people.

“Saying with a loud voice, fear God,
and give glory to him; tor the hour of
His judgment is come: and worship
Him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the foun‘ains of waters.”’

Showing conclusively, as well as
language can show, that this was to be
an event of the last days—the hour of
God’s judgment, which Christianity
itself, in its perverted state, will ad-
mitis at the end of the world, John
saw the angel restoring the Gospeil
shortly before the hour ef God’s judg-
ment, saying with a loud veoice to all

nations, kindreds, tongues and
proples—not only to the heath-
en nations, but to those who

rofessed to have the true Christian
aith—*"Fear God, and give glory to
Him, for the hour of his jucgment is
come.” . This to us is another proof of
the apostacy of the Christian world;
for if they had the trath, as theyclaim,
by apostolic succession, from St.
Peter down to the present day—what
need of restoring the Gospel in its
fullness to preach to them? 1t would
be superfluous, unnecessary, a work of
supererogation, to preach to those who
were living in the full biaze of Gospel
light, and call upon them to repent of
their sins.

I never like to wound people's
feelings in regard to religious mnatters.
I never like to have my own feelings
wounded. I try to have charity for
the sincere sentiments of all men; but
it is needful that the truth be spoken
In plainness. Itis wo act of friendship
to flatter, to deceive and to gloss over
error, when by exposing it the souls of
some honest people may begaved. The
Latter-day Saints erect anobler struc-
ture before they tear down that which
is old. They do not wish to ridicule
the opinions of their fellow creatures;
1t should never be done except where
good will be the result. All men have
the rignt to believe as they please. They
bhave a right to worship where, how
and what they please. God has made us
free. We arein bondage to no man,tono
power. His children, from theiising
to the setting of the sun, have been
made free, Therefore I do not feelto
ridicule the religion of my Christian
friends; but I desire to ‘lay before
them and before this congregation the
religion of the Latter-day Saints. We
claim that the Christian world 1s in a
state of apostasy,and thouzh thou-
sands and millions of them are per-
fectly sincere—just as sincere in their
belief as we arc in oars—still, it de-
volyes upon me as a servant of God
to lfrea,ch what I know to be the trath,
and you can tak= your cunoice whether
you accept or reject it.
sibility ends with me here; it is as-
sumed by those who listen, who ecan
act as tuey feel led; they will be ae-
countable whether they give heed to
the warning message, or whether they
ignore and reject it.

At any rate, John saw the time when

The respon-

anangel would come and restore the
everlasting govpsl—not puother gospel,

not various kinds of zouspels, not the
precepts and fables of men, but the
good, <lid, “*sound doctrine” of an-
cient times, The gospel of Christ in
its fuiness was to be preached to all
the nations of the earth. What for?
To fulfil the prediction of the Son of
God, who said that ‘*this gospel of the |
kingdom—that gospel which had
Apostles to preach it, and Prophets;
which had gifts and miracles and signs
following; a gospel of® faith, repent-
ance, baptism by immersion for the
remission of sins, the laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
and other principles to be revealed one
after another as fast as the people were
able to receive them—that thisold ori-
zinal gospel of the Kingdom should
come back to the earth to be preached
as a witness unto all natious, and
then should the end come,

That these are the last days very few
people will deny. The earth has al-
most fulfilled its mortal probation,
its working time. It is eclosing the
sixth thousand years of its temporal
history. It has worked nearly six
davs; for “'a day with the Lord isas a
thousand vears.”” When God said to
Adam, **in the daf' thou eatest thereof
thoun shalt surely die,” He did not
mean a short day of twenty-four
hours, 4 day made by one revolution of
the little earth upon which we dwell,
but it was a day of a thonsand
years, corresponding to one revolution
of the great and wmighty planét upon
which God our Fatherdwells. *“In the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” Adam lived to the aze of
930 years, so that he died within the
day that God had reference to. The
earth has labored nearly six days—six
days of one thousand years each, Itis
vet to have its sabbath, it millenium
of peace, when the Suvior of the world
will come to take the reins of govern-
ment, to reign upon the earth King of
kings as He now reigns King of Suints;
the seventh period, whose dawn is
almost upon us, is the sabbath, the day
of rest which God has ordained for
the planet upon which we live, and
He¢ will “celebrate that sabbath by
coming in person to reign upon the
earth over all nations. It is for this
that the Latter-day Saints are prepar-
ing: having fulfilled, as the instru-
ments of God, the prediction of John
the Revelator; an angel in this day
having restored ibe Gospel, which is
now being preached as a witness unto
all nations, and then shall the end
come.

It is a merciful characteristic of our
Heavenly Father that He brings to pass
upon the human family no event affect-
ing their eternal welfare, but He first
sends Prophets to prepare the way, to
give the people a warning that such
and such things are coming to pass
that'they may be preparead for them an
not be caught napping by the sudden-
ness of toneir coming, even as a
thief in the night. We read that as it
was in the days of Noah, so shall it be
in the days of the coming of the Son of
Man. What was done in the days of
Noah? A prophet—Neoeah himself—was
raised up and sent forth to preach a
warning message to the children of
men. What was his warning? That
the world was about to be deluged.
Its sins had cried unto heaven, and
God had remembered its iniquities. He
was about to baptise the earth in
water, to wash away its sins, that they
should no loager smoke to heaven, an
offering of wrath to an offended God.
Noah preached this warning, and, as
usual, was met with ridicule and scorn.
Never did a prophet come forth that
was notridiculed and persecuted, and
the message that he proclaimed
considered foolishness by the wisdom
of the world. But how did it result?
Did the superior (?) wisdom of the
world in that day save them from the
truth of the worzds of Noah? Or did
God stand by that prophet? Did He
make good nis words? Ind He drown
the world? Did He sweep the wicked
from itssurface? History will tell yon
what took place. It seems that Noah
and the few souls that clung to him
were right, and the world at large were
in the wrong. Noah had really re-
ceived a revelation trom God. He was
pointed at, despised and derided,
doubtless called visionary and fanatic,
an old tool, or anything else; but he
had received a revelation and God
made good the words which he pro-
claimed.

The earth underwent a baptism by
»eing immersed in water, for the re-
mission of its sins, the washing away
of its iniquities. ‘‘As it was in the
days of Noah, so shall it be in the days
of the coming of the Son of Man.” Is
the world to be deluged in water
again? No: because God gave a prom-
ise to Noah and set his bow in the
clouds as a sign that the world sahould
never again be drowned in water; but
in the day of the coming of the Son of
Man it will receive the baptism of fire
and of the Holy Ghost. John toe
Baptist said: “‘There cometh' one
mightier than I, after me, the latchet
of whose sboes I am not worthy to
stoop downand unloose. I indeed
have baptized you with water: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
wich fire.!”” Notonly man,buat theearth
itself, which is a living creature, must
undergo this ordinance—this daal
baptism, and Jesus, when He comes in
the clouds of héaven with power and
great glory, to take vengeance upou
those who know not God, who have
not sought to know Him, who have
persecuted his people, and set agide
the Gospel as a thing of paught, will
deluge the earth with tire and the Holy
Ghost. Then will the Scriptures be
fulfilled which say that the glory of
God shall radiate from the rivers to
the ends of the eartn.

. Wor ¢ shig gll, The earth and Hs

elements will melt, as Peter the Apos-
tle said, **with fervent heat, and all
the proud, yea, and all thgt do wick-
edly, shall be stubble: a he day that
cometh shall burn themdg, saita the
Tie things

Lord of hosts.” e

are coming to pass. God onl
has to turn upon this world
the. glory of is resence to
consuine 1t from before His face and

cause it to vanish like chaft in a flame,
We are not prepared for the glory of
His coming. Bat this work which has
been established in our day, is oune that
will prepare us for His glorious ad-
vent. All who helieve and are bap-
tized into this Church 'have been prom-
ised the gift of the Holy Ghost. What
is the Holy Ghost? Itis the Spirit of
God. God dwells in the pure element
of fire; it is the atiwnosphere whnich the
holy angels, the spirits of the just, the
Gods in eternity breathe and live
witnin, but which wopld consumne us
if wecame tq suddenly uponit, or it
apon us. We must needs approach it
gradually. We read that in the days -
of Moses, when God wished to com-
mune with him,He called him up intoa
high mountain, and filled him with the
Holy Ghost. Moses,thereforecould en-
dure His presence; but when he came
down frow the Mount his face shoae

like an angel’s, and he had to put a
vail upon 1t lest the chixdren of Lsrael
should be consumed before bim. This

shows what we may expect when God
comes in the clouds of heaven, if we do
not rid ourselyes ot iniguity and pre-
pare our souls to meet Him. Batere
that day comes there shall be wars and
rumors of wars, thunders and iigot-
nings, famines and pestilences; the sea
shall heave itself beyond its bounds,
and all things shall be in commotion;
the sun shal: be darkened, the moon
shall be turned to blood, and the stars
shall fali from heaven like figs from off
a fig tree. The judgments of God shall
stalk through the earth, decimating
the human race, before the great day
of the Lord shall come. y

Are we to suppose that in a day like
this, when such mighty and terrible
things are cowing upon the
earth, God would leave the world
in darkness; that he would shut
the heavens, as onr Christian friends
say He has done; and send forth no
more prophets to prepare us for these

reat events which are at our doors?

for one would have a very poor opin-
ion of & God who would leave His
children in that cruel manner. But the
God we worship is just and merciful.
He never brings upon the earth any
judgment but He sends first a warn-
ing message to prepare the people for
1ts coming.

This is our warning to-day—that
the Gospel of the kingdom is being
preached unto all nations as a wilness,
and then the hour of God’s judgmeut.
or the predicted end of the world shall
come. It is a messace of mercy,
not one of anger, not one of cruelty,
It is not cruel to tell men the truth.
If we see a man on the brink of a pre-
cipice and tell him that if he takesan-
other step forward he will be dashed
to. pieces, 18 that cruelty, or is it
charity of the truest kind? It may
humiliate him to be told of his danger;
it may -cast reflection upon his eye-
sight; he may not see the precipice;
men do not always see things which
are immediately near them; they who
are at a distance sometimes observe
the danger first and give warning. It
is not uncharitable, it is not inteler-
ant to tell men the truth; we must
sometimes be cruel in order to be
kind; and hurt men’s feelings if neces-
sary in order to save their souls. I
donot mean the saving of their souls
by the killing of their bodies. Here-
tics used to be punished on that
theory. The object of “*Mormonism®’
is to save the body and the spirit,
which together constitute the soul.

This is the message we bring, the
olive branch that we extend to the.
world, and forso doing we are des-
pised and persecuted and trampled
upon. But we know that we need ex-
pect no different fate from that which
our predecessors have e perienced.
They laid down their lives in preaching
this same Gospel. We must be willing
to lay down ourg, if n2ed be, to estab-
lish these truths upon the earth.

God does not punish except to save.
He never chastens except to purify.
In sweeping the antediluvian races
from the earth, it was an act of mercy
to them, that they might not add sin to
sin and heap up iniquity until they -
could not nave been pardoned. He
swept them off when their cup wasfull,
and imprisoned their spirits while
their bodies monldered })n the grave.
Jesus, however, while His body was
lying in the tomb, went and preached
to the spirits in prison; those who re-
jected the message that was offered to
them by Noab, and were sweptaway by
the flood. So it will be in this day, if
this message is rejected; God will
bring judgments upon the world until
he has humbled the Seopletea state
where they will be glad to receive it.
He says to His Elders: Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature; and after your tes-
timony, comes the testimony of earth-
ciuake.s and tempests, of thunders and
lighinings, of the sea heaving itself
beyond its bounds, of wars and
ramors of wars, of famine and
pestilence, Savs He, the time
shall comne when he that will not take
up bis sword against his ceighbor must
needs flee unto Zion for safety, for
there shall be gathered to it of every
nation under heaven, and they shall be
the only people who are not at war one
with another.
it is that the world may escape these
terrible judgments and plagues that
will desclate the wicked, that we put

onr lives and Wberties {n feopardy iz




