leginng and bristling bavonets, and officers have

remove to Caldwell and Davis counties, we went
and again built houses, opened farms and made
improvements to a great extent, hoping vainly
that we should be permitted to remain in pe.ce,
but again our persecit‘ors and tormentors follow-
ed us. We appealed to Judges and fo the State

authorities for protection, the answer was. 10,000

troops were raised sgainst us, under an extenmin- |

ating orderissued by Gov. Boggs. This arm
of what would now Le termed ‘border ruffiips.
laid waste our fields, destroyed our'cattle, ravish-

ed our women, imprisoned our leaders and, in ! quently embitter society, and under the foster-
some instances, offered their v etims food of the |1ng care of a great nation, we had in a .great
Mock | mmeasure escaped the annoyance of reli

dead bodirs of their murdered brethien.

trials were had; as soon as witnesses were called-

v, |that one thousand miles from civilization, tree

THE DESER

dwell in for five years; and, notwithstanding
the abuses formerly heaped upon us, organized
& provisional governmeut, republican in form,
under the title of ‘ Deseret,”” and submitted
our acts to Congress and prayed them to ex-
tend their fostering care overus. By an or-
ganic act they sanctioned our laws, and organ-
ized usinto a Territory. We had fondly hoped

from many of those petty, local, sectional
feelings and religious iutolerance which so fre-

gious
bigotry and intolerance, for we found it hard
to believe that the Senators and Representa-
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building cities, introd®ing manufuctures, and
adding to the weujth) of the country, us any other
peeple. . We have seitled and improved new
connties in seversl parts of Missouri, we en-
hanerd the vulue of propeity in snd sround
Nanvoo, from five, to one thousand fold; we
made several seltiements io lowa, We bnilt the
fust grist mi'l in Nebraska avd pricted the first
newspaper in California.  We have tnroed a vast
de-ert mto a frutful field, and off red facilities
the aid of au armed force? We cun come to no for emigration 2eross ibe contnent that they
other couclusion. 'conld not and did not nove wi houw usy affording

Let us here review, in brief, Wae have pur- ' thewn ample suppli¢s in the disert. 1n lowa wa
chnsed lands on the good faith of Government, i made a new rond asd Suilt bridues for 350 miles;
aud then huve been d-spoiled of them, without we surveved and made roais for hu dreds of

been appointed so lost to self respect as to ae- '
cept office aguiust the known and exnressed
wishes of the people, dand so degraded as to need
an armed fores to protect them iy a Territory
wherecoop men afe and ever have been respected.
What can we anderstand. gestlemen, but that the
Adwiutstration is determived upon sending their
inean curs—ine seum awd dregs of creation-—
upon us #nd forcing us to sabmit to their acts, by

they were imprisoved. Every kind of indignity, | £ :
inhumanity and burbarism were perpetrated and (tives of so great a nation could stoop to be the
finally we were compelled, at the point of the | pliant tools of religious f’,mutwsf. We faneied,
bayonet, to sign an mstrument confiseating all | moreover, tha:t under a Territorial formn of goy-
our property-te the State, and thus 30,000 Amer-| ernment ourrights would be respected, m?d that
ican citizeus were driven houseless, homeless and | Congress would not so far debase itself as to
friendles, in the inclement seysonu of an Ameri- [ make invidious distinctions among the citizens
can winter, robbed, plundered and despoiled by |of the commonwealth. What is the result?
an inbuman, reckless, blood-thirsty banditti who, We ﬁ”fl that we are yet ‘Mormons.’

under mob law, deprived us of nearly ail that is| Again, by wilful or desizued neglect, no
dear to man and rioted in the spoils of their vie- Ltreq.t-}f E_tlpulatlm_l_ have been made wH:h the
ﬁ.fna, who PEI’iShEd h}? Ihnugﬂnds 10 .pung.-_tqueu'cg Indiaus in our TEI'I'ItDI'}', and ﬂlli}’ 4 parstmon-

of their exposure uud hardship. We bad pur- | lous amount of presents or supplies granted,
chased lands of Government, in all’ of those|while treaties and supplies have been granted
placess were we proteeted on them? No. Was |to every other Territory. Tuus the savages

around, us have been left to suppose that we

the Goveinment apprized of this? Yes] a Me- : ¢
morial was forwarded 1o CU"E'IFEEI i1 18:]91 and Lwere tI‘ESp&EHEI‘E upon their lands, without re-

a deputation sent 1o_the President.  What waes | muneration, and the people exposed to their

redress.  We have been robbed, devastated anl miles in the westy some of which were throvgh
plundered, without protection. We have been . hiherto ithpassable kianvous.  We have peopled
vanished, exiled aud disfrauchised, without re- a vast deserly and 0oensd au extens ve trade; we
souree.  Qur farms have been laid waste, our fonnd the first eold, aud opeced the first mines, in
houses burned and our cities de-troved. Our Caliloruin. Our mim es were {aremast i subduing
leaders have been kidnapped, whipped, imprisoned ' California and in deferce of cur Gove:nment,—
and muidered, without redress. We have been [n our varicous nprovevicen!s you have followed
persecuted, proscrived and iujured by individ als, us irom city 1o city aud 8 ute to State and fatten-
Citics, counties, States and the Umted Sia'es, ed npon our labors, und we are determined that
We have had officersssent 10 us by the Federal we will endare 1t po lo; ger.

Government, whose condact has been so depraved | We have nether had t cubils in our midst, nor
and di-gusting that they bave become a by-word intertered with.the rights of our neizhbors abread,
amnong the boys in our streets; and when we bave [ and we ure proud 1o siate that we hava had and
petitoned for better men, we have had au armed ' cortinie to have more pesce and tanqui'ity than
tarce sent, as appears to us, for the express pur- | hes existed in any other S'ate or Ternitory in the
pose of forcing upon ns men of like babits with | United States,  Then, sivee we Lave peace at
their predecessors, contrary to the known #nd homs aud h.ve not idteriered with the rights
vXpressed wish of the people, made known through of individoals T ritorias, Stites, or the Uaited

the reply we received from Martin Van Buren? vindictive wrath, thereby placing the 0N up-
*Your cause is just, but I can do nothing for | 0n us to protect ourselves and provide zu_r
you.” Thus ended that affir, and 30.000 Am r- | them. _ 5
ican ecilizens were robbed and disfranchised, | Again, when such provisions have been made
without redress, with a full ﬂﬂ];hg“ﬂm{gf.mﬁ"l’ bj" tl’_lE G(‘{L’EIHGI‘, a8 Sll[bfl‘ll'ttﬂ‘u_‘h‘rnt of II![i[HII
from the Chief Magistrate of the land, of the Adflairs, hig acts have been often repudiated
justness of ourcanse, and his drafts dishonored, althougzh those drafis

We then settled in Illinois ané built one of the | Rave been mrech less t!:lﬂn the Indian experses
mos! flourishing cities in the west— Nauvoo, and ﬂf_any nf_the gurruundu_wg"l‘erngm 128, thn_ue
erected the most magnificent bui'ding in the State | this parsimoniousness. illiberality, and special

—1the Nauvoo Temple—its cost $500.000. Again legislation? Governor Yuuug is a *Mormon!!?
mobs vose, and aguin we appesled to both State | Inrezard to our postal arrangeiuents, they
and United Stotes nuthorities, in vein. Under  have never h‘?en satlsfacturg. ,IL has frequent-
pretext of law, Joseph and Hyrum Smwith were |1y taken us six months to obtain an answer o
incarcerated in Carthage Jail und tiere muraered | # letter, and when a *Mormon’ h‘_d for the In-
by « gang of assassius with blackened faces, al- | dependence route and it was. awarded 1o him,
though the Governor was informed that such an | it was [randulently taken away, under the plea
act of barbarity was contemp'ated, and had pre- that service was not t;mel_v b ot notwith-
viously pledged his fuith aid that of the State for | S1anding the notitication had been, no doubt,
their protection.  Yef, notwithstinding *that!purposely witheld to aff'urq a pretext for so
pledge, be withdrew, after disbanding the troops, | Unjustifiable an act; ani when the arrange-
all but one company who had pledged themsely g |neénts were made aud the service put on S
to kill those men. and did assist ‘in the murder, | d:atelyiafter the r.EEEPtm“‘ of the ini"nrmat.g.n,
Were those assassios hrought fo justice? No,, the mail was carried in eighteen and twenty
but one of the prominent ringleaders has sinee days. and the {aat down trip was made in fif-
been elected o the Gongress of the United States, teen days, a time far less than ever hefore;
from that district, as a reward for his deeds of | @14 afler an outlay of more than $100.000, the
bloait: contract was basely annulled, the ‘Territory
left almost without communication, and ouar

Under a confinued series of persecution and . ; ] Yy d
oppression, for the sake of pesce we azuin aban- ;“‘:Z”l dmatter violently and fraudulently de-
ained.

doned our homes and sought for an asylum ) -
among the savages, denied us by Christian ¢ vili- We are asked why we d
zation and Republican institutions. Two United
States Senators were foremost in counseling and
planning that removal. Our farms were again
laid waste, or seized 8.4 piey by our perseculins,
our city was taken possesson of, our Temple
laid 10 ashes, and 40 000 Awmerican citizens agein
roboed, plandered and expatriated by a blood
thirsty, oppressive and sovige foe. Aud alter
the main body had left Nauveo, the mobh, the
poor, despicable, craven things in’ ths shape of
men, violated their contraet and amssembled an
eriued force to drve the widow, the orphan, the
aged and jufinn that wére unable fo leave with
the body, snd drove them helpless and  destitute
to the weslern banks of the Mississippi river Lo
perish, where, with demonace joy, thev gloated
over the misery of their vicims. And while
many of you, geatlemen, were lonnging in your
rich seloons aud reveding in sll the luxuries of
oriental splendor, talking of Ameriean giory, or in
Congress deeluiming anout our tree jvstitutions
aud the rich boou eouterred by our tathers, of
the crucily of despots, and di-eanting on popnlar
sovereizuty and the great biessings of American
freedom, 40 000 Ameciicans were flying from the
face of an iLiduariated mob nnder U e anspices of
the Governor of a State ani two United States
Senators. Some of the ancient veterans, who
had battled for Ame ican frecdom, had 1o flee
from the very ceuniry for which they had fought,
un'il, hear -broken, feeble and tottering, they
sickened and dicd, the vietims of a degenerate
Government which, whils it owad, in part, to
them its very eXisience, had not the moral honesty
to prolect them iy their civil and religions rights,
nor the jusiice to proteet them in their persops
and properly, but basely offered them up as
victims to the moloch of civil discord and reli-
gious intcleranes, 3

Why did we all leave for the mountains? Be-
eause thé Uniied States Government would not
protect us, and, furthermore, we hed the audacity
to worship God uccording to the dictatés of onr
conscience, and for that presumptiou and mig-
demeanor, and for thal alone, we mnust be exiled,
What right huve ‘Mormons’ to wership God, in
the United States? Agzin, alter leaving onr
homes in the States, and iléeing, we scarcely
knew whither, that very Goverminent that had
refused us protection and suflered us to be thus
desapoiled, and while we were tlyinz as fugitives
and exiles, inits noble generosity (7) and philan- paint in pay for their libidinous acte; and that
shropy (?) sent a requisition for 500 men 1o/ officer ha
jein the U. S. army in Mexico, a quota many of his de
handred times larger than that required of any | geance.

ether State or people in the Confederacy. That{ p, you want any more reasons, for our wis!-
was the commencement of their generosity; it ing & voice in the selection of our offizere? We

fnd'd h}i’ tur“i“g thH "J:"iIl}rIHDn’ Bdt‘ﬂ]i{“l Hdﬂﬂ iu hﬂ?ﬂ 1“;_.,1“ on handi lhﬂqe‘ hﬂWE?Er’. ma? gum‘:'.‘
California, penniless and aestitute, without means '

ef returuirg home. But what did that signify?
They were *Mormons,” and what right can *Mor-
mons’ have? ;

We came to this Territory and opened farma,
builf cities ane made improvements in this far
off, imolaied countrs, herstofore conmidered
degert, which no ollier propls mould or could

o not want Judees

sent o us. Youn shall hear. The first bateh
of Government officials sent to na were so
mean that, failing to get either emolument or

forsook their positiens and left the Territory,

after having locked up the supplies forwarded
for Territorial expenses; amr gome of them
sought to redeem their broken fortunes and
characters by writing libels on the *Mor-
tmons.”

A notorious Judge, who furnighed false testi-
mony concerning ‘Mormon’ atrocities, the
burning the United States Library and Doeu-
ments, and made many other lihelous, state-
ments, forsook his wife, came here with a
Wasliington strumpet, introduced her as Lis
wife and set her on the judicial bench, as a fit
example of purity for the ‘Mormons’ to imitate,
and the.. went home and talked of *Mormaon’
impurities., That Judge compelled Marshal
| Heywood to summon possees in the depth of
winter to ferret out Indians, and those men
were compelled to find their own horses and
provision themselves. Thounsands of dollars
of expense was incurred at his instauce, yet
he dishonored his own acts, and the drafis
ordered by him have been dishonored to this
day; and thus men forced by Government offi-
cials into service have been deprived, by the
acts of those mean scoundrels, of pay for their
services.

Again, when your officers have issued drafts
upon the Government, those drafts are gener-
a{]ly either materially curtailed or entirely dis-
honsared, and every mean pupof a clerk assnmes
the right to insult and abuse anv person pre-
‘senting a ‘Mormon? claim, and presents every
‘obstacle to its collection that lies in his power.

dollars worth of dishonored paper issued by

til it has become a nuisance to speak of it.
and consequently no man can be found that
will perform service for the Upited States,
withont pay down in specie or some other
available property. |

In regard to propriety, some of the Govern-
ment officisls g0 depraved themselves that a
squaw eniered the United States cvur's, when
in session, and claimed, at the hand of a
United States district attorney, blankets and

votions, under penaity of Iudian veu-

dent and Senate not 1o send such worthless char-
acters as were most who had heretofore heen
seat, aud made a selection of names, respecifully
praying thaet the appointments mizht be meade
from that selection, or, if uot from that, st lenst
that goon men might be (appointed.  Tlow wae
LERL petilion ‘1], It was anseweded by Srimed

their Representatives, '

Our mails bave been kept back for months, and
armed leglons are now menacing onr borders and,
1L 18 said, stopping the muils from the East, a
any rate, we bave not received a mail from the
E st sinee lust June,

We have been deprived of property, of the
lives of muny, of libérty, and it is now souch!
to deprive us ol the right of speech, of Wois' 1=
ping God, and of our lives. [s such deprivation
the ble=sing of a free and enlightened Republic?
| Is that the justice meted out by a professedly

place, to both of which they aspired, they |

There are now thousande -and thousands of |

Governmental appeintees in this Territory, un-,

d to leave the court and bring the priee |

Our Legislature, of 18567, petitioned the Pres -

greal and magnanimous nation? Is that the rien
| boon purchased with the blood of our veneraled
| sires—tbe inheritance bequeathed us by our fu-
{ther_-.? It so, belter—far vetter that we return
(1o colonial vassalage, for the tyranny and yoke
of Greal Britsin was lizht in comparison with the
(huge injustice that is now sought to be perpe-
trated upon us.

’ Gentlemen, who are we? Have we the rights
of men, or are ‘we dogs? Wy, the mean st
serfl that eringes beneath the lash of Russian des-
' potism is better protected in his rights than we
‘are. And who are vou?—ihat we must bow ,n
craven servility to such high-handed acts of nusur-
| pation, oulrage, de-potismn and tieason. H.ve
- you so soon forzotten the declaration of our fa-
thers, which ought to be indel'bly enzraven in
iving characters upon the heart of every Ameri-

=
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ccan, that *all men are created equal; that they !

happiness; that, to secure those rights, govern-
ments are instituted among men, derivine their

JJusT powers from the CoNSENT ol the governed; |

that whenever any forin of government beeomes
 destruetive of those ends, it is the right of tle
people to alter or abolish it??

And, furthermore, that *When a lons train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
summie ohject, evinces a design ‘o reduce” them un-

pUTY Lo throw off such government aud provide
| new guards for their fu'ure security,’

Have you forzotten tirat vou are the Represen-
| tatives—'he servants—of te people of the Uuit-
ed States? Have you forgotten that youn have
| sworn, before high Heaven, to support aud maii -

tain wwviolate the Constitution and Con-titution:!
| laws of the United S'ates, the ample provisions
‘of which offer and oughit to afford the most free
and nutrammeled liberty and equal righits to all?

Gentlemen, what have we done, that we should
be sirgled out to bear the sins of tiue Nation, or
endure the outburs'ing of your mad. usholy, iu-
human and fratricidal wrath? Have we sbused
and imprisoned United States officers, 28 in Cal-
ifornin wnd Ohio?  Have we repudiated Uvitad
States laws and passed counfer laws, as in Mich-
gan, ‘Ohio, Maine, Massachuset s, and otler
'States and Territories? Have we had Vigilonee
Counmittees, as in Culifornia. Iowa, and else.
waere, or Barnburners, as in New York? Have
we had di-union meetings. such as are now be-
cowming popular over the Union, or undergicund
| railvonds, as in Ilinuis, Iudiana, Ohio and other
States? Have we sent out filibusters, as Cul for-
nia, Fioridaa and New York, or made a Sevasto-
pol of our Lerritory, as Kunsus?  Have we prac-
tised Liynch law, as many of our accusers, or
have our Legslative Halls been stained wi'h
blood and become the scenes of riot, as in
Jongrers? . Have we pgone to California, or to
| New Mexico—to Oregon, Washington, Kausas,
| Nebraska, or Mirnesota, to ioterfers with the
| politieal, eivily or religions rights of those Sfates
anil Territories?  Gentlemen, answer us, whose
riefits have we infringed upon—who have we de-
prived of the rights of ‘life, Liberty and the pui-
suit of happiness’?

Tnere has been more crime, outrage and mur-
dery in one week, i California, than in the ten
| years'that we have sojourned:-here; and the same
would apply to' New Orleans, St. Louis, Cincin-
palli and many other southern and western citiss.,

Il' we are guilty why not prove it? [If we ars
not why persecute us? Have we as American
¢itizens no righter  The only erime that we can
acknowledgze ourselves guilly of is that of per-
miiting such mean abandoned characters as many
of the goverument appoiulees, to remin smong
us, wiio were so degraded and lost to all self re-
sprct us to disgrace themselves in the eyes of all
respectable persons, to dishonor the government
that s#nt them, and to calumyiate and abuse na.

' We have not broken any law, nor viclat=d the
Copstitution "of the United States, and wa havs
‘dune &y miuch in reclsimiog lends, meviog reads,

- have the right to life, liber - -l such highishanded sgras
and other officers of Government ﬂ.ll];u:nn'rmﬂntuhiwl g to lite, diberly and the pursait ofqsuch higi=handed agr

der ubsolute despotism, it 1s their right, it is their |

(States, why should you. who are placed as the

‘gnuraians of the people’s rgits, seek torob us of
ours, seek 1o snnke us uuhapny and, by an armed
foree, under pretext of law, force upon us eivil
dicord?  You wonld send men awong us who

[to say the least, have no affiiity with us an

who. if we judge by the past, would, instead of
Cpromuting psace and harmony, oecupy them-
selves  an sculterivg  discord, d suuion and
strfe, and in ylifvieg and calumuiiing us.—
'And what can bs our opinion of men who will
‘ace pi «flice acainst th+ kuown snd expressed
‘wish of the jeonple, und who will so degrade
themselves as to be sustsined by buyouets and
(dragoons?

Our enoiee, for Governor, is B igham Yonne,
and that choce is unanimons,  Have nearly
hundred thousand Ameriean eiizens no right of
franchise? Mauast they be dragooned iunto servile
[obeisanee to 'he will of their servauts? How and
; when were we cut off trom hevine a voice in the
(selection of those who ate tornle us?  We used
]tn vote in other pluees, where, when and by what
jauthori'y are we gisfronchised?  Have we not
ceattse for complai 4?7 Wien you rejeet our Gov-
arnor, you l'l"jr".f'i ut. . You treated with confempt
the petition of our Legslitare; when you did
thaty you trea'ed us with contempt,lor lhv}: Were
neither elected by stump specches. cibule, or log-
rol ing; they are the unwsimons choiers of the peo-
ple who send them,  Shall we tumely submit to
sions upon our rizh's, and
| becore the mean, serv e dogs of a tvrannical Ad-
cwinistration?  We declare, in the { ca of High
Liraven, God being our heiper, we will not.

We cal upont you fo reensd-r your acts, te
meie ot to us even handed J stice, 1o withdraw
VOUr #rinvy restore onr mails, exeen'e ju‘llg;e up-
on our oppressors, i nd sive 1 ous Coi s ilulional
tirhts. - We u-k no more, bat that, in the name of
| Gody we will bave, He biiig our belper.  Act,
then, the part of the Representaives of a oreal
aud foighty nations seck to promoie pecce, union
and happiness throrg out “the land, and do not,
i your fury, lizht a torelt that muy rize to the
foutda’ion the falr fub ic of our gl orivus U ion.

We come not to von with stoot speech, or
hmm_u*d wonis; we have not learned to uriugn
beneath the lash of tyrunny, nor 1o base'y lick the
fect of public servants who undertake 1o Oppress
ug., We approach vou a- your equals, und frank-
v, [’I{n*ul_’f and above hoard ask  for ulr r'ghts.
We will not tamely subunit 1o be ahused, us we
have oeen bitlerto.  We approash you not as a
clique, a cabul, or a misera je taetion; our voice
is tie united voice of nealy ong bundred thousand
Americans, luborieg under the must nuprecedent-
0! 'El'll!.'“r'l,,‘, ol dge dilil wi oyigs, nud  our cry is,
g'l"h Us oar {':UHH! tﬁliﬂ“-'l ri;;jHH, tr.‘.' TN j“}’ our
I lberty in peace, atd lel evant anded jH:-I Ce be ad=
migisiered throughout the lard, fir we will no
ovger wear your cursed yoke of uncanstitulional

requirewents. -

ANDREW CUNNINGHAM,
H. 8. BEATIE

THOS. CALLISTER.

J. DT, MeOALLISTER,
LEONARD W. HARDY,
| Committee on behulf of the ciizeus ot Grest Sals
. Lake City, Gieat Fajt Luke County, Uik Terrie
lory.

Great Salt Lak= City, U, T\, Jan. 16, 1858.

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS.

Whereas, in the year 1833, the nilitary of the -
county of Jackson. St:te of Missouri, under the
commund of the Lieutenant-Goveruor thereaf,
did expel our people from their hom- &, many of
whom wers murdered by them, their property
destroyed, und their families driven and se altereds
othera were whipped, terred wud feahered and
otherwises batbaronsly treated by and under the
imuediate direction of the military and civil au-
thorities. !

Aud whereas, in theyvear 1838, the FExecu'ive
of Missouri did orler out wn overwhelming mili-
tary force, mnarch them into our settisments sng
butcher many, withont regard. to either age, -
sex, or condition; robbed ue of our property, im-
prisoned many of our krethiren withoit process
ravished our wives and deughters and drove us oft
urnider a brutal order of exiermination from land
we had purchased from the Ganeral Gosarnment.

xrcutive of the sovereigy

And whereas the E
State of illincis, in violation of all law. dil march
a imililary force into our reighbortood und, nnder
the mral solemn pledge of protection and lspal
Juslics , compel our leading wen to duliver thwg-

L |



