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great fidelity in peace The vacancy
thus created was filled by the ap-apap-
pointment

ap-
pointment

apap-
pointment of Hon Warren UG
Sayre of Indiana

A second conference between the
commission and the Cherokees was
begun NNovember but no result
has beenheen yet obtained nor is it be-bebe-

lieved
be-

lieved
bebe-

lieved that fta Aconclusion can bebe-

EE made The cattle syndicate occu-
pying

occu-
pying

occu-
pying the lands for grazing purposes
is clearly one of the agencies respon-
sible

respon-
sible

respon-
siblesible for the obstruction of the ne-nene-
gotiations

ne-
gotiations

nene-
gotiations with Cherokees The
large body otof agricultural lands
constituting what is11i known as the
Cherokee outlet cannot long bebe-

held
be-

held
be-

heldheld for grazing and for the ad-adad-
vantage

ad-
vantage

adad-
vantagevantage of a few against the
public interests andami the bestbeat ad-adad-
vantage

adad-
vantagevanvantagee of the Indians themselves
The United States has now under

f treaties certain rights in those
lands These will not be useduse

rr oJoppressively but it cannot be al-alal-

lowed
al-

lowed
alal-

lowedlowed that those who by sufferancerance
occupy these lands shall interinterpose
to defeat the wise and

f purposes of the government I
cannot but believe that the adadvan-
tageous

advan-
tageous

vanvan-r character of the offer made
by the United States to the CheroChero-Chero-
kee

Chero-
kee

Chero-
kee

I

kee nation tor a full release of theseSe
t lands as compared with other sugsug-sug-

gestions
sug-

gestions
sug-

gestions now made to them willwill-
ii yet obtain for it a favorable considconsid-consid-

eration
consid-

eration
consid-

eration
agreement

United States and the Muskogee or
Creek nation or nations on the
of January 1888 an absolute title
was secured by the United States to

I about three and a half million acres
of land Section 12 of the general
Indian appropriation approved
March 2nd 1889 made provision forfor-

thethe purchase by the United States
from the Seminoles of a ccer-

tain
cer-

tain
r-r

tain portion of their land the
delegates of the Seminole nation
having first duly evidenced to me
their power to act in that behalf

g delivered a proper release and concon-con-
veyance

con-
veyance7 tolo thethe use of all the lands
mentioned in the act which was ac-acac-
cepted

ac-
cepted

acac-
cepted by me and certified to be in
compliance with the statute ByBy-

thethe term of both the acts referred toto-

JJ all the lands so purchased were
declared to be a part of the pubpub-pupub-
lic

pub-
lic

b-b
lic domain and open to settlement
under the homestead law Part of
the land embraced in these purpur-pur-

t

pur-
chases

pur-
chasest chases being in the aggregate about
five anand a half million acres had
already under the terms of the treaty
of 1866 been acquired by ththe UniUniteddd-

LL States for the purpose of settling
other Indian tribes thereon and had
been ted to that purpose

s The landlaud remaining and available
for settlement consisted of 1887
acres surrounded on all sides byby-
lands

by-
landslands in the occupancy of Indian
tribes Congress had provided no
civil government for the people who
were to behe invited byhy my

to settle upon these lands except
as to the new Court which hadbad been

f
4

established at Muskogee or the
United StatesSlates court in some of theth-

ett adjoining states with power tofufuenen-enen-
force

enen-
forcer-r force the gegenerall laws of thytbth UUnited
States In this condition of things II-

W
I-

was
I-

wasW was quite reluctant ti open the
lands to settlement but in view of

0

the fact that the severaleveral thousand

persons many of them with their
families had gathered upon theth
borders of the Indian Territory
with a view of securing homesteadshomestead
on the ceded lands and that delaydela
would involve them in much loss
and suffering I did on the dayda
of March last issue a proclamation
declaring that the lands ththereinrein de-dede-
scribe

de-
scribed

dede-
scribedscribescribed would be open to
under the provisionsprovision of the law On
the day of April following ata
12 o'clocko clock noon two land districts
had been the offices
were open for the transaction oto
business when the appointedappointed- time
arrived It is much to the credit 01oo-

thethe settlers that they very generally
observed the limitation as to theth
time when they might enter theth
Territory CareVare will be taken thattha
those who entered inill violation
of the law do not secure the advan-
tage

advan-
tage

advan-
tagetage they unfairly sought There
was a good deal of apprehension that
the strife for locations would resultresul
in much violence andnd bloodshed
but happily these
were not realized I is estimated
there are now in the Territory aboutabou

people and several consider-
able

consider-
ableable towns have sprung up for
which temporary municipal governgovern-
mentsments have been organized GuthrieGuthriGuthri
is saidBaid to have now a population 01o

Eleven schools and ninenin
churches have bebeenn

newsnews-news-
papers

news-
papers

news-
paperspapers are published in this city
The charter and ordinances have
only the sanction of voluntary ac-acac-
quiescence

acac-
quiescencequiescence of the leopeoplele from day toto-

day
to-

day
to-

dayday Oklahoma is Jproportionately
as88 wellweH provided as Guthrie with
churchchurches schools and newspapers
Other towns and villages halvinghaing
populations of to 1000 are scatscat-scat-
tered

scat-
tered

scat-
tered over the Territory

In order to secure the peace of
this new community in the absence
of civil government I directed
General Merritt commanding the
department of the Missouri to aid in
conjunction with the United States
marshal to plpreserve the peace and
upon their requisition to use troops
to aid them in executing warrants
and quieting any riots or breaches
of the peace that might occur He

further directed to use in-in
fluence to promote good conduct
and prevent a conflict among the
settlers and that the sale
of liquors should be restrained
Regulations existed which would
endanger the public peace and in
view of the fact that such liquors
must first be introduced into the
Indian reservations before reaching
the white settlementssettlement I further
directed the general commanding
to enforce the Jawslaws relating to the
introduction of ardardentnt spirits into
the Indian country The presence
of the troops has given a sense of
security to the well disposed citizens
and has tended to restrain the lawlaw-law-
le

law-
less

law-
lessleless In one instance the officer
in immediate command of the troops
acted further than I deemed justijusti-justi-
fiable

justi-
fiable

justi-
fiable in supporting the de facto
municipal government of Guthrie
and informed and directed fluto
limit the interferencee of the military
in the support of the marshals on
the lines indicated in the original
order IveryI very urgently

I

mendd that Congress at once provide
a territorial government for these
people Serious questions which
may at any time lead to violent outout-out-
breaksbreaks are awaiting the illinstitution
of courts for their peaceful adjustadjust-adjust-
mentment The American genius forg-
overnmentselfgovernselfgovernmentmen t has been wellweB illusillus-illus-
trated

illus-
trated

illus-
trated in Oklahoma but it is neither
safe nor wise to leave these people
longer to the expedients which have
temporarily served ththemm

ALASKA
Provision shoushouldId bem mmadede for the

acquisition of titles to town lots in
towns now established in Alaska
and for locating for the es-eses-
tablishment

es-
tablishment

eses-
tablishment of municipal governgovern-govern-
ment

govern-
ments

gov-ern me-ntementsment Only the mining laws have
beenheen extended to the Territory and
no other form of title to landslanos canan
now be obtainobtainedd The general land
laws were framed with to
the disposition of agricultural lands
and it is doubtful if their operation
in Alaska would be beneficial

We fortunately have extended to
Alaska no mistaken policy of estab-
lishing

estab-
lishing

estab-
lishinglishing reservations for the Indian
tribtribess and canan deal with them from
the beginning Mksas individuals with
1 am sure better results but any
disposition of public lands and
regulations relating to timber and
the fisheries should have a kindly

to their interests Havi
no power to levy taxes the Ii eople fof
Alaska are wholly dependent upon
the ggeneral government to whose
revenues the seal fisheries make a
large annual contribution AnAu apap-ap-
propriation

ap-
propriation

ap-
propriation torfor ededucation should t
neither be overlooked nor stinted
The smallness of the population and
the distance between settlements
offer serious obstacles to theestablishmentof the usual territorialterritorial form
of government Perhaps the or-oror-
ganization

or-
ganization

oror-
ganization of au with asmallsmall municipal council of limited
power for each would be safe and juseful

Attention is called in this connecti-on connec-
tiontion to the suggestions of the SecreSecre-Secre-
tary

Secre-
tary

Secre-
tarytary of the Treasury relating to the
establishment of another port of
entry in Alaska and of other needed
customs facilities and regulations

1

In the administration off the land
lawsJaws the policy of facilitating in
everyeve proper way the adjustment
of honest claims of individual setset-setset-
tlerstiers on the public lands has been
pursued The number of pending s

casess heard during the preceding
administration has been greatly in-inin-
creased

InIn-
creasedcreased under the operation of orders
for a time suspending final action in-
a

in
a large part of the casesases originating ttinbythein the west and northwest and by 1

the subsequent use of unusual
methods of examination Only
those who areare familiar with the a

conditions under which ourOHr agriagri-agri-
cultural

agri-
cultural

agri-
culturalcultural lands have been settled can
appreciate tthee serious and often fatal
consconsequences to the settler of aaJaAJA
policy that puts his title under sus-sussus-
picion

sus-
picion

sussus-
picion or delays the issuance of his J

patent While care intakei takenn to prepre-pre-
vent

pre-
vent

re-re
vent andami to expose fraud it shouldshould
not be imputed without reason

Therhe manifest purpurposepurposeose of the homehome-home-
stead

home-
stead

home-
steadstead and preemption laws was to
promote the settlement of the pub-pub

I
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