
THE DESERET wEE Kry
the corinthians had been domica
tors adulterers thieves drunkards
previous to thetheirr embracing the
gospeepel but now they
sanctified and justified 1 I1 cor vlvi
11 peter speaks of some of the
convertsconverts as having once been I1 walk-
ingI1 ag in lasciviousness lusts excess of
wine and
abominable idolatriesIdol atries I 1 peter iv
3 but these sinners who lived in
a dissolute age and under the worst
of governments became converted
becausebeaufie of being eminent in virtue
above their fellow men

this eminence toIs acknowledged
byallby all unprejudiced writers of the
age clement of rome A D
says who did ever live among
you that did not admire your sober
and moderate piety and declare the
greatness of your hospitality you
are humble and not proud content
with the dallydaily bread which god
supplies hearing diligently his
word and enlarged in charity
justin martyr AD formerly
a platonic philosopher says we
who formerly delighted in adul-
tery now observe the strictest chas-
tity we who used the charms of
magic have devoted ourselves to
the true god and we who valued
money and gain above all things
now eastcast what we have in common
and distribute to every man accord-
ing to his necessities it has been
supposed that the united order of
which we read and which was
founded in jerusalem at the com-
mencementmen cement of the church very
soon collapsed but judging from
this expression of justice it appears
that that order still worked more
than years after christ minn
cius felix to a heathen opponent
says you punish wickedness
when it is committed we think
it sinful to indulge in a sinful
thought it is with yourcrowdupartypart
that the prisons are crowded
but not a single christian is there
except it be as a confessor or apos-
tate

the influence ofef the gospel was
gradually felt among the heathen
nations who heard it in greece
men like lycurgus and solon hahad
encouraged impurities at romeborne
they were openly practicedpracticed and ap-
proved anand nearnearlyy all ancient na-
tionsmons are said to have commended
self murder humhumann sacrifices and
the exposure of children were al-
lowed rutbut wherever the gospel
was preached all such
practices were condemned and
finally destroyed that this wawas
not the work of civilization but of
the gospel may be gathered from
the fact that it was nations forfar above
the humble christians in refine-
ment and education who commutedcommitted
the greatest outrages suppression
of sin never keeps pace with the
progressogressor of civilization but with thetriumphtriumph of the gospel

another effeffectact of the gospel was
the many charitable institutions
that always followed in its track
the relief of distress and the care of
the poor are peculiar to christianity
the gospel if rightly understood
would have already abolished the
horrors of war prevented slavery
put down feudal oppression made
all men brethren for such are its

doctrines that when once under-
stood and practiced they will natur-
ally exterminate all miseries of the
human family

these effects are truly wonderful
and may justly be appealed toasto as
evidences of the truth of the gospel

but are such effects less strong
evidence of the divine origin of the
message of jojoseph the prophet
when it carcan avedbe proved that they
invariably follow the acceptance of
this message we think not here
are facts open to the inspec-
tion of everybody we need
notrenot referfertoto a bygone antiquity to
ascertain the effects of this message
upon theaoplethe peopleople who have accepted
it ththe lattertiter day saints live to-
day aaland their works may be scanned
by all every honest investigator
will find that the fruits PrOcproducedlud
today as seen among the latter day
saints are precisely the same as
those which were seen among the
early christians and to which I1
have above briefly referred

we do not say that everyone who
professes to be a latter day saint is
an evidence of the divinity of the
gospel nor was every individual
who professed christianity an evi-
dence of its truth on thee contrary
many even in the apostoliclic age
showed by their ddeedsa that they
were nothing but professors and it
is clearly not the profession that is
the main feature A man may pro-
fess to be what he is not

norner do we contend that the lat
ter day saints considered as a re-
ligious community are the best peo-
ple on the earth this tois not for us
to decide nor is that our present
question the saints may be the
best people taken as a whole or they
may not yet in their present stage
of development they have reached a
high standard of excellence that is
most desirable ththis however does
not affect our present argument

what we do contend and what we
urgently invite everyeverybodybod to ascer-
tain for themselves Is threthis that the
message delivered through joseph
the prophet when accepted and
honestly carried out in practice has
a tendency to change men for the
better and produce fruits of faith
hope and obcharityarity thus proving its
divine origin by its fruits for no de-
ceptive fraud could produceproduce thesethere
fruits this is what we contend
facts speak for themselves

we live in an age when social
questions threaten to blast society
to its very foundations where in
the whole world have these ques-
tions found their only possible solu-
tion satissatisfactionfiction of all parties
concerned not among the various
religious bodies of the world nor
among the capitalists nor among the
anarchists communists socialists
or nihilistsnihilismslists but amonamong the
saints over the thresholdsthresholds of
their peaceful homes ththeseese
troublesome questions ghosts
at the appearance bf which the
world trembles cannot enter in
the valleys of the mountains they
are unknown and must remain so
as long as the gospel is being
preached

again who has solved the ques-
tion of the true relation between the
sexes at once assigning to marriage

its divinity of origin and eternal
importance thereby checking the
waves of sinbin which inundate the
world and securingg happiness to
all we answer the latter day
saints one of the first fruits seen
as the result of their doctrines laIs ab-
solute purity

further who fills the prisons as
not the latter

but outsiders those who habitually
speak of the degradation of the
cormonsmormonsMor mons 1 those christian associ-
ates give the stuff that contributes
to the filling up of the prisons a
fact which of itself ought to be
enough to convince the whole world
of the divinedilibe origin of the message
delivered through josejosephh the
prophet it is clear that katrinesdoctrines
which are strong enough to keep
humanity from committing crimes

to which every human hearteart tois
more or less inclined must be from
god

it may be asked whovilio fills the sa-
loons and gambling bellsbelle who
swears and lies and slanders who
is13 proud and vain lazy and filthy
no one who has accepted the GOOgospel11

in reality no latter day saint Xthehe
saints aream as such temperate in-
dustriousdust rious humble clean loving
forbearing long dufferinsufferingangrerejoicing
fearing god in short bearing the
fruits of righteousness such vir-
tues the gospel enjoins and such
fruits always accompany its real ac
cep tance

could we speak of all the cases
where men who were in every re-
spect worldly walking in sin ac-
cepted the gospelwl and became
changed in every respect this evi-
dence would indeed amount to
demonstration thousands are our
witnesses to these facts men who
were fallen on their wanwa down to
ruin and hell families who have
been happy by the restoration of
their fallen ones to virtue to so-
ciety and to god

finally has the world exhibited
any nobler examples of self
dicing faith of firmness and endur-
ance under suffering and persecu-
tion than have many of those des-
pised followers of the martyredmartyred
prophet

true persecution has been raging
against the saints but like the
palm tree which is saidaid to grow all
the higher the more weight there is
placed thereon they have stood
firm in persecution they have been
patiently enduring knowing that
after all god is the supreme ruler
and with this knowledge they have
faced all adversity calmly and ris-
en through their faith and hhopee
far abolaboveve the plots of those wwho
know not god

such then are the efforts of the
message under consideration wea
may we ask Is it possible that such
noble fruits of faith hope and chari-
tyt could be produced from anythinggatthat men could invent an honest
inquirer must answer in the nega-
tive the fruit of tilethe spirit is love
joy peace long suffering gentle-
ness goodness faith meekness
temperance gal v 22 2823 and it
is evident therefore that where
these are found the spirit of god is
manifested

here then we again arrive at visthe


