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PREACHING IN MISSOURL

WiLLow SPrINGS, Howell Co., Mo.,
March 15th, 1897.

It is with great in'teresl. that we read
the many interesting letters from ihe
Missjonaries 10 the various parts of the
World, as they are published in your
Paper. They are indeed a source of
Spirityal food to us; and, thinking that
Uthers might like to bear from us, we
Send this communication,

Al our last conlerence, which was
beld a¢ Unfonville, Putnam county, No-
Vember 28th and 29th, I was assigned
to lahgr with Elder Alexander Watson,
at Neyada, Veroon county, We ar-
Fived there December 8th, and labored
10gether tor @ month aud a half, when,
Onthe 25th of January, we received a
letter trom Elder Burion, the secretary
of the mission. staung that Elders S. S,

umphreys, ol Faris, Idabo, and Jesse

. Mortenson, ol Santord, Colorado,
Would arrive there that day 1 was di-
Tected o labor with the laiter at Willow
Spnngs, and the former was to take my
Place at Nevada. Enclosed, also, was
a letter from Eider J J. Dunus, of Chi-
Cago, djrecting us to one Andrew Chris-
tensen, of Willow Springs, who was

Avorably impressed with the Mormouns.
Ve met the Elders soon after. Elder
A, Reiser, of Salt Lake Ciy, came with
lhem on a visit 10 Eluer Waitson,

We spent several days together, and
tricd to get the court house and two
churches to hold meetings in, but with-
Out syccess. We all went to the photo-
£raph gallery and had our pictures taken
togeiher; and, oo the 29th, Brother
Mortenson and I left Nevada for Scott

tnctign, where we purchased bali-lare
tickets over the Mempbis road Jor
Willow Springs, arriving there at roi10
P.m.

We did not know where to go, as we
were girangers; but we had asked the

rd to open up the way for us, and we
believed that He would do so. There-
ore we were not uneasy about where
we would stop. We had made up om,
Mmings 1o go to the best hotel and 1ntio
duce ourscives and make our wants
nown. but we did not bave to do that.

Ag soon as we got off the train, a man
Came up and invited us to go with him
to his hotel. We went on a few steps,
but pe foliowed us up, insisting on us
going with him. We asked where his
botel was; and, after learning that he
was the pmpriemr, we iotroduced our-
Selves to him and told him that we were
traveling on the ancieot apostolic plan—
we were depending on the charity of
the people tor our entertainment while
in their midst, adding, that we would
be pleased to g@ with him, He then
dropped his head and began making
excuses, He iried to send us to a
Josephite, who also keeps a hotel near
DY, put we explained that we did oot
affiliate with them; so, he fnally saw:
“All right, come on, and if we have
room, we will keep yuu.’” He took us
and gave us a good room,

Next morniog, alter eating breakiast
with Mr Roberis, the hotel keeper, we
went to the posteffice and made in-
guiries about Mr. Christensen, We
were jnformed 1hat he lived 1n the
country, but could not find out In what
direction. About ten o'clock we went
to the Josephite’s to make inguiries of
him, We met Mr. Lay, the proprietor,
in the office, and be received us very
kindly, supposing that we belonged to

their church, and introduced us as a
‘couple of brethren,”’ to his wife and
her mother, who also received ns kindly.
We guve them some of our tracts and
explained the difference between us.
We expected to see a change come
over them, when they found out that we
were from Utah, but we did not notice
such. They trealed us as brethren.
We ate dinper and supper with them,
and they furnished us a nice bed and
breakfast. We had some very iaterest-
ine conversation with them; gave them
a Voice of Warning, and lcft them sev-
eral other books to read, among which
was the Succession, Lite of Joseph
Joseph Smitb, Qutllnes of Ecclesiastical
History, Doctrine and Covenants, etc.
On Japuary 3ist, we found out from a
butcher the uirection to Andrew Chris-
tensen’s, and started out to find him.
We took the road running west until we
came to the jPine Grove schoolhouse,
and then followed the right hand reoad

north. We stopped several times and
made inquiries; traveled over hills,
through the woods, cressed Indian

creek; and, after traveling abomt two
miles out of our way, came (o his place,
about seven miles northwest of Willow
Springs. He received us kindly _and
nade us welcome to stop wuh him as
long as we wishied. He had a family of
eight children, six boys and two girls.
His wite was a stout, healthy woman.
She was somewhat prejudiced at first,
having heard so much evil spoken
against the Mormons, but she proved to
be a good, steady woman. Their chil-
dren were all healthy, except their eld-
est son, who had recently retvrned from
Kansas sick. There was pleoty ol good
clear water here among the hills, which
we appreciated after leaving Nevada,
where the water is very poor.

We saw 1be trustees and obtained
their consent to hold one meeting in the
schoolhouse, which we did;, and, al-
though it was snowing, there were eight
or ten came out to hear us. We spoke
upon the sutjects of apostasy and res-
toration. We held four olher meetings
at Mr, Christensen's house, and spoke
upon the subjects of the atonement,
faith, repentance, baptism, Holy Ghost
and divine authority. Mr. Caristensen
said that that was the first time that be
had heard a true Gospel sermon, An-
other man, who had attended our meet-
ings, sald that he was surprised at us;
he had expected to hear us run other
denominations down; but, he said, you
don’t do that. We told him that that
was not our ohject. We did not wish to
tear any man’s religion down; but we
would vwmld our own up, and people
could then eitber accept or reject i, as
they pleased.

Alter spending two weeks in the coun-
try, we returned to the city to canvass
there.. We visited the mayor and gained
his gotd will and consent Lo canvass the
town., We went td Mr. Lay’s and got
our dinner, and there met Mrs. Tucker,
also a member o! the Reorganization,
who invited us to take dionner with her
tbe following day. We started out to
find a place to hold meeting, but were
unable to find such a place that mignt.
We made several inquiries for accom-
modations to stay over night, and were
refused seven times, but finally came to
a poor man, who protessed no religion.
He excused himself at first, stating that
he was too poorly situated to keep us;
but after considerable explanalion, he
took us in and made us welcome to the

best he had. We told bim of the testis
mnany of the Propbet Joseph Sxith, and
the Baok of Mormon, and gave him a
Voice of Warning. He took great in-
terest and replied that “*perhaps this 1s
just what will suit me.” He had an
organ, and Brother Morienson played
and sang some songs; and, in the morn-
ing he got bis violin ou?*, and we had an
enjoyable time. Ever since this, when
we would go io town, he would come to
us and ask us to go bome wiib him; and
when he would get in conversalion with
his stepfaiher, he would take up cur
side of the question.

Op February 14th we went to Mrs.
Tucker’s, as per ipvitation. We found
her to bz a very lnteresting and fair-
minded woman. After dinner, we
tatked with her, uatil, before we scarce-
ly realized it, 1t was supper time. Afler
supper we gol out our hyin books and
sang a few songs. 0

After breaktast the next morning, and
after reading some Samts' Heralas, we
started out again to find a place to hold
meeting. We saw the trustees of the
Grand Army hall, and epgaged that
place for four nights. We then saw Mr,
Tucker, and asked the privilege of siop-~
ping with him while we were holding
meetiogs, which was’ willlogly granted
to us. We distributed tracts during the
day and held meeting in the evening.
Aner we got through tracting the town,
we went 1o Mis, Lay and thanked her
for her kindness to us, and then to Mrs,
Tucker. She told us we were welcome,
and asked us to call again when we
catne to town. She said that as long as
she was there, we would always have
some one to cook for us, and as long as
they had anything to eat, we were wel-
come to part of it.

We next went out to Mr. Christen-
sen 8, where we were warmly received
by the whole family, \Ve held several
meetings and conversalions. It is diffi-
cult for Mrs, Chrlstensen to read Eng-
lish; so we would read a great deal to
her from our books. She always mani~
tested a deep interest although it was
hard lor her to understand some things
and when we left on March 5th, to go
to town to make a few visits, she asked
us to come back and baptize them.

On Sunday, March 7th, we arrived at
Mrs. Tucker’s in time for dinner, Afier
this was over with, she told us that she
had bad a dreani while we were away;
and, after she got the dishes washed,
she would relate it to us, lor she desired
to know what we tbhought of it. We
went to the postoffice and mailed our
letters swhile she washed her dishes,
and after we got back she related her
dieam to us It was as follows, as near
as [ rememberit: She dreamed that
she was standing on 1he edge of a pond
of watel, and on the opposite side were
two men, one of them holding an iron
rod in his hand. She said her hittle girl
was out in the water a little ways, when
a large serpent siarted across the pond
toward ber girl, when she juniped 1o
caten her, but, instead, she caught the.
serpent  around the neck with both
hapds, It was a very large serpent, but
sve held Tt fast and prevented it from
biling ber or poisoning her with 1ts
{fangs. Then, she said, the men from
the opposile sids of the pond came over
and asked her to let them 1ake the
serpent and kill it for ber. She was very
glad to get rid of it; and the one with
the irom rod took the reptile just below’
ber hands and killed it with the iron



