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is wathith great interest that we read
many interesting letters from the

aionarles in the various parts of the
aldd as they are published in your
it they are indeed a source of

I1 food to us and thinking that
ars might like11 to hearheal from us we
I1 this communication
tt our last conference which was
J at unionvilleUni onville putnam county no-
ber and I1 was assigned

aborr with elder alexander watson
nevada vernon county we ar

1 there december ath and labored
astherer torfor a month and a half when
he of january we received a
arom eldereider burton the secretary
hee mission stating that elders S S

otof paris idaho and jesse
Morten sOD of sanford colorado
id arrive there that day 1 was di-
ed to labor with the latterlaiter at willow
ga and the former was to take my

g atai nevada enclosed also was

terr from eldereider J J cirius of chi
6 directing us to one andrew chris-
tenU of willow springs who was

impressed with the mormonscormonsMor monsdrablybly
met the elders soon after elder

Bfceisert T of salt lake ci y came with
to blaer watsonatt on a visit

ite spent several days together and
ari to get the court house and two
irenesS to10 holdbold meetings in but with
S success we all went to the photo
ph gallery and had our pictures taken
ther andyand on the brother

jrtensonnoon and I1 laft nevada for scott
action where we purchased half tarelare
ets over the memphis road for

sow springsSprioS8 arriving there at 1010

vewe
0

did not know where to go as we
but had asked theuee strangers weMihrl to open up the way for us and we

d that hee would do so there
e were not uneasy about where

Vwouldwould stop we had made up ou

to go to the best hotel and antio
ahoe ourselves and make our wants

alwn but we did not have to do that
n as we got off the train a man

auke upup and invited us to go with him
tto in hotel we went on a few steps
ntW he followed us up insisting on us

aldir with him we asked where his
was and after learning that he

aftw the proprietor we introduced our
ves to him and told him that we were

tf on the ancient apostolic plan
aftW were depending on the charity of
ttheha people for our entertainment while
1138II their midst adding that we would
be pleased to go with him he then
dropped his headbead and began making
accuses he tried to send us to a

jajosephitehite who also keeps a hotel near
OR out wewe eexplainedxI1 bained that we did not
albaffiliateliate with themtem so hghe finally said

AH right come on and if we have
room we will keep yuuyou 01 he took us
and gave us a good room

next morning after eating breakfast
with mr roberts the hotel keeper we
wem to the posu effice and made in-
quiries about mr christensenChrisiensen VW e
were informed that he lived in the
country but could not find out in what
direction about ten we went
to the josephites to make inquiries of
him 9 we met mr lay the proprietor
jaia the office and he received us very
kindly supposing that we belonged to

their church and introduced us as a
couple of brethren to hisbis wife and

her mother who also received us kindly
we gave them some of our tracts and
explained the difference between us
we expected to see a change come
over them when they found out that we
were from utahicah but we did not notice
such they treated us as brethren
we ate dinner and supper with them
and they furnished us a nice bed anaand
breakfast we had some very interest-
ing conversation with them gave them
a voice of warning and left them sev-
eral other books to read among which
was the succession life otof joseph
joseph smith outlines of ecclesiastical
history doctrine and covenants etc

on january aist we found out from a
butcher the direction to andrew ahls
hensenstensens and started out to find him
we took the road running west until we
came to the apinepine grove schoolhouse
and then followed the right hand road
north we stopped several times and
made inquiries traveled over hills
through the woods crossed indian
creek and after traveling about two
miles out of our way came to his place
about seven miles northwest otof willow
springs he received us kindlkindlyyandand
made us welcome to stop with him as
long as we wished he had a family otof
eight children six boys and two girls
his wilewife was a stout healthy woman
she was somewhat prejudiced at first
having heard so much evil spoken
against the mormonscormonsMor mons but she proved to
be a good steady woman their chil-
dren were all healthy except their eld-
est son who hadbad recently returned from
kansas sick there was plenty otof good
clear water here among the hills which
we appreciated after leaving nevada
where the water is very poor

we saw the trustees and obtained
their consent to holdbold one meeting in the
schoolhouse which we did and al-
though it was snowing there were eight
or ten came out to hear us we spoke
upon the subjects of apostasy and res-
torationto we held four other meetings
at mr Christen sens house and spoke
upon the subjects of the atonement
faith repentance baptism holy ghost
and divine authority mr
said that that was the first time that he
hadbad heard a true gospel sermon an-
other man who had attended our meet
ings said that he was surprised at us
he had expected to hear us run other
denominations down but he said you
dont do that we told him that that
was not our object we did not wish to
tear any mans religion down but we
would build our own up and people
could then either accept or reject it as
they pleased

alterafter spending two weeks in thetherouncoun
try we returned to the city to canvass
therehere we visited the mayor and gained

hisbis good will and consent to canvass the
town we went to mr lays and got
our dinner and there met mrs tucker
also a member oiof the reorganization
who invited us to take dinner with her
the following day we started out to
find a place to hold meeting but were
unable to find such a place that
we made several inquiries lorfor accom-
modations to stay over night and were
refused seven times but finally came to
a poor man who professed no religion
he excused himself at first stating that
he was too poorly situated to keep us
but after considerable explanation he
took us in and made us welcomewelcome to the

best he bad we told him otof the testi-
mony of the prophet joseph S nith and
the beok of mormon and gave him a
voice of warning he took great in-
terest and replied that perhaps this is
just what will suit me 29 liehe had an
organ and brother played
and sang some songs and in the mornmom
ing he got his violin and we bad anaa
enjoyable time ever since this when
we would go in town he would come to
us and ask us to go home with him and
when he would get in conversation with
his stepfather he would take up ourur
side of the question

on february irth we went to mrs
tuckers as per invitation we found
her to10 be a very interesting and fair
minded woman after dinner we
talked with her until before we scarce-
ly realized it it was supper time after
supper we got out our nymnlimn books and
sang a few songs I1

after breakfast the next morning and
afterafatr reading some saints heraldsHeralas we
started out again to find a place to hold
meeting we saw the trustees of the
grand army hall and engaged that
place for four nights we then saw mr
tucker and asked the privilege of stop
ping with him while we were boidinholding
meetings which was willingly grantedgranted
to us we distributed tracts during the
day and held meeting in the evening
alter we got through trtradingacting the town
we went to mis lay and thathankedtilted her
for her kindness to us and then to mrsmn
tucker she told us we were welcome
and asked us to call again when we
came to town she said thatmat as long as
she was there we would always have
some one to cook for us and as long as
they hadbad anything to eat we were wel-
come to part of it

we next went out to mr christen
sen s where we were warmly received
by the whole family we held several
meetings and conversations it is diffi-
cult for mrs christensen to read enengl-
ish so we would read a great deal jo
her from our books she always mani-
fested a deep interest although it was
hardbard for her to understand some things
and when we left on march athS th to go
to town to make a few visitsvi its she asked
us to come back and baptize them

on sunday march ath we arrived at
mrs tuckersTuckerJs in time for dinner after
this was over with she told us that she
had hadbad a dream while we were away
and after she got the dishes washed
she would relate it to us lorfor she desired
to know what we thought of it we
went to the postofficepostoffice and mailed our
letters while she washed her dishes
and after we got back she related her
dieal to us it was as follows as near
as I1 remember it sueshe dreamed that
she was standingding on the edge of a pond
otof water and on the opposite side were
two men one of them holding an iron
rod in his hand she said her 11littlettae girtgirl
was out in the water a little ways when
a large serpent started across the pond
toward her girl when she jumped to
catan her but instead she caught the
serpent around the neck with both
hands it was a very large serpent but
s e held it fast and prevented it from
biting her or poisoning her with its
fangs then she said the men frotafront
the opposite sidsida of the pond came over
and asked her to let them take the
serpent and kill it for her she was very
glad to get rid of it and the one with
the iron rod took thethe reptile just below
her handsbands and killed it with the ironirom


