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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

His statutes and carry out His lawa
up>n the earth, that rightecusness
mlght spread abroad, In place of the
wickedness and the abominatioos that
existed among the fdolatrous natione
that rurrounded them. The same
purpose existe today,aod the Lord has
sought to gather us togwether, that He
might name His name upon ue, anuy
that we miyht become » chosen peupls,
a royal priesthuod, » peouljar people—
peculiar only io that we keep the ¢uin-
mandmenta of Gud and workrighte-
ocusoess upon the earth. If we 1ail of
this, we fall of the object thut God haa
in view for us to accomplieh. There-
fore, it is pecespary that we shouid pay
attention to these matters, and ioatead
of golhg eo far away from that which
ia called plous in the worid, we should
approach that happy medium of
cond uot that will meet  with
the .approbation of all bonor-
ahle people, tbat will put give
offense to thoee who are not well
grounded in the truth, and that w.l)
not be extreme in either directivn.
Thbere ls nothing o the religion that
Christ ©ias restored to the eartb in thia
dispensation that requires any soul to
go about with a sorrowful counte-
nance and a downcast mien. There ia
nothiny o 1t that will prevent us frum
enjoying every blessiug and privilege
that it is our right to enjoy in the
earth. ‘Tbere i8 puthing in it 1o make
us uocheeriul or unhappy; but to the
contrary, there is everythior in it
calculated to make ue cheerful in our
hearts and joyful and peacetul in our
gouls. But abeve all things it ie ueces.
sary that we shouls be forgiving and
cbaritable oue towards anolher; and in
these peculiar times, when med are
brought into atraitened circumsatances,
anu when but 8 hreath, perhaps, would
blast the fipancial atanding of some
of our nelghhors, It i8 particularly
neceseary that we sbouwld exercise a
feeling of love, vf cbarity and of for-
giveneps one towards aoother, We
should not induige tn aepirlc of re-
Venge, but on the contrary, we sbould
be lenient, merciful and kind, oot oniy
with those who are poor, but with
those who have means and are oramped
fionancially. It fs really necessary, I
thiok, for the Liatter-day Saints whou
are holding obligatiovs agaipet their
hrethren to be excvedingly charitable,
longsuflering and patient towarda
them, 8 d not exact that which is
impossible from them,but waitand they
will pay you all they owe, and good
teeliogs will be maintained among the
people. But if we goto crowding and
to oppressing one another, [ am very
much afraiu that the whole people
would ve oppressed by suoh action.

Let ue reflect a little upon the
present ocondition o! thiogs and what
has brought it ubout. I would Hke tn ask
my brethren and slsters if they kncw
the causes which have produced the
present straightened flpancial coodi-
tioo among thils people and throughuvut
the United States. Bome have attribut-
ed it to the Jegisiation of Congress
agaluat ailver; some to the unocertajuty
in tbe minds of the people io relatioo
40 what action the present administra-
tion would teke in regard to the tariff
laws of the country. Io fact it Iu
altributed tomany things. I wus coo-
versing with a geotlemuwo but a few
days ugo cuncerning this subject, and
I asked him what, ip his opinjop, bad

contributed most to this present coodi.
tion throughont the land, Well, he
went on to enumerate what he thought
to he the causer of this state of thiogs.
I suggested to him if extravagaoce of
livios had not a great deal to do with
it, and he acknowledge | that he be-
lieved it was the greatest of all tne
oiu=ee lendiog to the present conditioo.
Now, I believe siocerely that ove of
the principal causesof the distress that
exXlats vmo g us—aod I believe the
watne thing will apply almost uni.
versally throughout the japd—is that
veople have gune beyond their meaos.
They have borrowed largely, mort-
gaged their homee, their farme, aod
neariy everything they possess, to keep
pace with their neigbbora, competing
one with another in puttiog on appear-
ancee and 1IN carrging on their busi-
Dess on the credit basie that {e a0 much
i vogue in  the world. Presldept
Taylor told the propleduring hie presi-
de. cy over the Church, when times’
wele prosperous, moDey easy, ADd
there was ao ahundapce §. oir-
culstion, that then WHA the
time for them to pay off their
depts aDd get themeeives free from
obligations, and wheo they had ouce
freed themselves (rom debt, live there-
after within their meape. This was
one of the themes that was dweit upon
very largely by Presideot Taylor. Of
course, he aid nol originate it, for it
Wus also a theme of President Brigham
Young’s. President Young wae one
vl those meo who constantly held uut
to the people economy iu living, and
bome industries, by which they could
be sell-sustalning aod {odependent,
and provide employmeot {or the peo-
ple, that there migut be noue amonyst
tusm idle,

Let me ask you, my brethren and
aieiere, if we had more oparefully car-
ried sut this couose), do yuu not think
we would toda¥ be iu 8 much hetter
finaucial ¢sndition than we are? L
think we would. Now weare being
taugbht B legson. Manpy of ug that
have horrowed means to huy stooks, to
buy tarmiug implemgnts, to build fine
housee, to buy bhorseda and carriages,
that wo might pul oo an apyearance
al least equal to that of our neighbor,
if we bad not done so, but had hived
within uur means, and in additfon had
laid a littie aside for a raluy day, today
we would be the most independent
people upon this continent. [ Jo not
know bul weare as it is. But nol-
withetandiog Lhis may be so, it 18 only
too true that too maoy of your homes
and your rarms Aré mortgaged, ior
implements, and butldipgs and for
living. Botaras I am cooceroed, L
would Jike to see this ays.em of credit
aboliehed, nod that wheoever we buy
a doliar’a worth of goods we either
pay 8 duollar for it or something that
repreeents a dollar, and that we uo 1t
without orippling ourseives at home or
placing & mortgnge upon us
aund upon our chiliren. Every
man that lives by credit ls piac-
ing shackles wuwpon bLimself and
upon bie family. ‘I'ne system of boud-
ieg cities, and bullding up ocities by
credit, may be coneidered the wisest
policy—and | suppuse it ia conridereu
ss by the world today, for 1. 18 believed
b¥ tbe present generatlon that we
should bujld for future generalions,
any that they should pay for that
which we build for tbem; but did you

———

ever seeanybody who went ip debt
aod morigaged ‘and bonded thag which
they possessed, aa free, as lndependem
ud happy a+the msan Who baidg fOI"
what ne had as he went along? W
rhould live according to our meane
and lay a fouudation upoo whicp \‘Fv'
can build,and upon which our Uhildree
vano butld arter us, withous p,,ylnn
interest on bonded Jdebls lngurreg bg
us, Il am uwarethatl am not
ing the finauc al gospel uf the world
I suppcee [ am laylng mygelr gpep to
the oharge of veiug called & mosgpeg >
uon-progresalve, and so on. Al|; these
opithets are hurled 'at the mep th <
dare to tell the people to Jive Wil.h?t
Loeir meahs, to trust nut in the fulurn
expept in the mercieal Goua, Sﬂm:
timesa We are put 10 a position wherg i;
is necessary 10 gointo debl. Wpe,, i
is necessary, 60 may it be. It yoy .o 4
show [0 me that it is necessary, | oot
no cbjection; I Itke to be as pLogTg «
alve ar a0y man in that directiop wh:'
I am convinced that itisall righg, 0
I have never yel bDeen convingey tha
1t was essential jor the welfare of tht
present or fliture generation that me
chiliren should be brougit in biuda
by ny acte. How sbouid I hLave rug‘;a
11 my father had leit for me g ove
whelming debt that I was 1y pop a
bouud to meet, that Would keen o °F
no:e to the grindstone while [
Fhank God, I have no euch refly
upo. my father. He paid as e
ulong, ani when he died wgy e
from debt; and Dot only 4 'y
be had property wolch bis widgy 1‘,?'
o the mob when we were drive, uut
from our home and couatry, Ry, tht
Lord blessed us, and we are buiter 05
today Dow than we were then,
My brethreo and sisters, we wer
taugit here this mormug, the ﬁcrte
tures heing quuted, Lhatlroublousump-
wili come upon the chinirén o mees
ttiat their hearts will tall them for tam
ot the uifficul.des aud surrowg tha:
threaten them, and 3t is uewsyfy] ior
this people to prepare themue)yves to
thess wvente, tnat they MAY by a
Joeeph in the lind o Egyp:, Whu
tanmine shull come, and whey Desnn
Jence shall atalg ahroad in "h*’mnu'
when tempestennd alorms shajj SWeamn
citive, and when devastating fipg shall
copsume all before it, that there ma
be tuud ‘‘corn in Egypt, BDd the
people rhail say, “‘Come, let ug go y
to the mountain of the Liorars nouge, 'l:
Theworld toiay will lauzh at You 1f
you talk about a (Bmiine iothig |gpg
Why, they say, such u thing is apeg.
lutely impussivie. We are gg gop.
nected and bound together wity, he
iron rails und by Davigativo tpat is
usterly lmpossible 10r any section of
the country to be left destitute, bepay se
there will be abundu: ce of fuod gome.
where, and the railroads eag
speedily take from the lands that teen
with plenty fo the lands that are
impoverished. Bul notwithsianding
this, we hear very frequently of tamipe
in the land, Only a few years ago In
Ruesin, people diei by the thousands
from tamine, and from the pestilence
ihat foliowed 1t. Bhipluad afier shlp
lond uf provislone were gsent from
A merica to the starving ones io that
lapd, but dii it prevent the famine?
No, hacause that which we did was
but a mite compared with the great
necessities of the pesple, A lew daya
ago we read of the farmers in the west-
ern portioh of Kaneas famiening for the
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