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N view of the tremendous interesis
which have all along depended
upon either ity final overthrow or
the demonstration of its impreg-

nability Port Arthur has for months
been the most interesting spot in the
world, The siege will go down in his-
tory as one of the most notable military
operations recorded either in ancient or
modern times.

The fierce and simort incessant bom-

]l;;m'ment of the fortress by the Japa-
nese fleet, which was begun by Admiral
‘ Togo on Feb. 8, the dogged defense by
Stoesse! and the persistenge of the at.
|ta»:kmg Nogi have gone far toward es-
tablishing Port Arthur's fame as a
unigue stronghold.

The harbor of this much coveted and
savagely contested fortified town s,
naturally, an oval inlet about two miles
in length, It is well pretacted from the
heavy seas which prevall along the

I coast by a spit of land which extends
almoat across its northern end. In its
original state the harbor was accessible
only to vessels of thyAmallest tonnage.

: At the close of the Crino-Japanese war

| the islanders began a systematic en-
largement of the basin, and they had
made considerable progress when the
Russians became Port Arthur's tenants.
The latter continued the dredging with
notable activity, the work progressing
day and night until the beginning of

hostilities with Japan. At that time
and until the sinking of the Japanese
hulks it was possible for battleships of
the first order to pass the entrance, At
best, however, it was a slow and haz:
ardous performance, and the subse:
quent passages of the Russian fleet ox-
cited both wondar and admiration,

The quays, which for the most part
are of Russian construction, are mod-
ern in design and equipment. The
heavy and well directed fire from the

besieging fleet has impaired their im.
mediate usefulness, but in time they
will be repaired and once again become
the starting point of the vessels that
trade along the Asian littoral, The new
part of the town of Port Arthur was by
no means insignificant. The streets
were laid out regardiess of limitation,
and the main thoroughfare was as wide
as two ordinary streets and contained
many pretentious business structures.
These buildings are now reduced to a

shapeless mass of stone and mortar,
After the Russian occupation of the
fortress great numbers of Chinese
flocked in, They were for the most part
coolles who expected to obtain work on
the excavations which the new tenants
| were about to make for the foundations
of the great dry dock and the enlarge-
ment of the basin. These humble
workmen were not permitted to find a
dwelling place in the town proper, but
| were compelled to establish a camp on

|
the outskirts and without m:h.wlc';":
ared. In the course of time e
hese quarters assumed an 8pp o
of considerable prosperity from e
ental standpoint, Chinese Md.:d il
every description having 'cNDW“‘“ ’
industrious countrymen with # P
the merchandise so essential to‘ o
tial comfort, This ..merﬂ(\“,‘
swept away during the early 4
the bombardment, and i3 'mduﬂﬂ'“
habitants either fied or took to




