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and had a very enjoyable visit with
Presldent Young and those with him,
apd remained there one or two days,
returning to the cily with the Presi-
dent’s party.

Tho#e who met Lord Roseberry at
the time were greatly taken with his
gnessuming mwanner and the evidence
of marked ability which, although but
a young man, waes plainly given. He
evidently thoronghiy enjoyed his vieit
to Utabh and with its best-Enown citi-
zen, aod so expressed himeelf; re-
garding the disagreeableness of the
trip to Provo in the *‘cart’ as nothing
that was nnt thoroughly compensated
for by his pleasant visit there,

—_—

THE DAY OF THE “MONS BACK.”

—_—

It is only a few years since the term
¢moss back?” was freely applied in con-
temptous udescription to a class of citi-

zenr, generally old residente, who
offended the spirit of the times by
advising oconservatism in respect to
public and private financial policy.
Men who refused to fall ioto line under
the leadership of imporied ‘‘hooniers,’?
wete called *‘moss backs,?* Men who
expostuiated agalnst runnicg this city
into debt so deeply and the exirava-
gant use of money obtained by gelling
Territorial bonds, were stigmatized as
t‘moss backs?? In the Legislative
Assemblies of 1888 and 1890, it was the
ssmoss back?’? memkers only who coun-
geled conservatism and economy in
publ‘icexpanditures and in the shap-
ing of the public financial policy,
But a little time has wrought retri-
bution. The day of the ‘‘toss baok’?
iz herse. He can now triumphantiy
exclaim to his eretwhile detractor, I
stold you 80’ while the publis geper.
.ally are regretting that his influence
avas not more potent in counteracting
those that bave produced existing
conditions. A retrospective view of
the past will often afturd light for
present apnd future guidance, and the
pending perplexity of lhe Legislature
in zegard to certain matters goncern-
ing which they are compelled {o take
action, suggests & chapter of history
conpected with that body which it
may not be unprofitable here to rejate.
Hoo. Anton H. Lund was a mem-
ber of the Houss, from SBanpete county,
in 1884, and at that session he earned
and received the title, ‘*Fatherof tue
Reform School.”* Realizlog the ne-
cessity of having an ipstitution to
which erring boys and girls could he
consigned for purposes of education
and reclamation, he drew and fintro-
duced a bill providing for the erection
and ocontrol of the present Reform
School. On the malin issue, the gentle-
mano met with llttle or no opposition
to his measure; but on the guestion
of the amount to- be appropriated, he
had a hard and hopeless fight. The
bill as he drew It appropriated $85,000
for the ereciion of the buildings; but
the House would not listen to such a
proposition. Not a dollar less than
$75,000 wouid appeare the spirit that
waos then predominating, In vain did
the author of the bill ipeist that baild-
inge of sufficient capacity to meet the
wanis of the Territory for many years
could be erected for £35,000; in vain
did he try to eftect a compromise on
%50,000, or $60,000; the House would
hear of nothing less than $75,000, and

that amount was appropriated as &
etarter for the Reform Behool.

The same spirit continuwed to domi-
nate legislative action in regard lo this
institution, atthe sessions of 1890 and
1882; and it was pnot until last year
that & very large and costly building
was finished, with the lavish appro-
priations that had heen made for
it, in addition to the  $75,000
stru¢ture that had been author-
lzed in 1888. The total cost to the
Territory of the improvementson the
Reform School grounds amoupts to
about $150,000, and now, within a few
monthe after the completion of the
second large building, the tax payers
are told that there fsabsolutely no need
for both structures for reform school
purposes, and that cne of them ought
to be utilized as a **School of Chari-
ties.?* Objection being made to sugh
an sarrangement, the taxpayers are
told that a structure near Ogden, buaijlt
for the purposes of a military academy,
at a cost of $42,000, will afford ample
and in every way resirable accommoe
dations for the Reform S8chool,and the
Legisiature is now favorably consider-
ing a proposition to remove the school
to the premises named, as an alterna-
tive to closing it; {or there is, in the
present Assembly, a strong sentiment
in favor of discontinuing it.

In this same conmection rise up
the immense expenditures that
were made for an Agricultural Col-
lege, which now presents itselt
to our lawmakers very much in the
asgpect of a white elephant, and the
further fact that the Lnsane Asylum
at Provo has room for two or three
hundred more inmstes than it con-
tains, The‘‘moss back?” is fully vindi-
cated, The perplexed condition of the
Territory’s finances, and the deplora-
ble state of those of this city, when
consliered in conpection with & num-
her of ‘“public improvements’ which
were so enthusiastically demanded two
or three years ago, tell the story of his
wisdom.

The moral of the story ia this: The
counsel of that class of old citizens
who ®killed the snakes and built the
bridges’’ in these valleys, can be more
safely relied upon than can the advice
of late-coming apeculators.

e

THE SILVER (QUESTION.

Advices from Germany indloate that
the emperor hae jately taken a great
deal of Interest in the silver question.

A commission has hbeen appointed
10 look inic the various points con-
neoted therewlth, and in this actjon
some have thought they waere able to
discern a ray of ‘hope for the white
metal,

The friends of silver in this country
must not, however, be too sanguipe in
their expectations of permanent re-
sulis from the labors of 1mperial gom-
missions. If the financial salva-
tlon of this ocountry depends
on free colnage and bimetalligm, the
best thing for vs to do is to go to work
and secure the needed legislation and
then let the other countries follow, as
their interests ‘may require. It is too
much to expect that the orowned
heads of Eurcpe can feel very deeply in-
terested in questions of this kind,which
touch largely the gonditions of the
toiling measses. Kinge and emperors

draw thelr immense salaries wheth er
the laborers earn a bit of hread or not.
And, what is to them almost a8 im-
portant, the appropriations for the
maintenance of the vast armies have
to be pald even when many of the
poorer classes are on the brink of
starvation, Monarche are too oftem
apt to consider themaelves as beings of
an order different from ithe people,
moving in a different sphere, with
interests zometimes conflioting with
those of their subjects, What can be
expected of them, under the ciroum-
stanoes? '

The oase was well 1llustrated a few
years age when the labor. question was
under discuesion in (Fermany, The-
Hwisa government issued an invitation
to the various couatries to send dele-
gates to Bwitzerland to discuss the
problems of the day and adopt recom-
mendations for the benefit of the

working men. The idea was aeizedy
upen by William and be jae
sued a eimilar invitation for
a labor congress to be theld

in Berlin, at the same time not}-
iying S8witzerland that a withdrawa]
of the invitation to meet in that coun-
try would be gracefully remembered..
This was done, and the congress met at
Berlin. It wasasplendid affair. The:
delegates were mostly aristocrats with.
superfluous titles, who Knew next to
nothlng about labor aed the needs of"
ihe working classes. But they spent
peveral days in the imperial eapital
and consumed any amount of dainty
food washed down with expensive
winer. There were fetes and parades
and balle and mueic, and that
was about all that was accompiished in
the interest of tbe laboring clasees.
Thoge well informed do not expect
that the silver commission will bring
better results. In some quarters it is
even asgerted that it bhas been gon-
vened only for politioal purposes. The
bimetalliats and agrarians must be ap-
peaged in some wWay, and an imperial
cummiseion is thought to be a cop-
venient expedient for the purpose,
The international {idea may be =&
welghty elemen: in questions of
finance, but there is little to be hoped:
for on this slde of the water until gur
country shall feel able to assert its in-
dependence of European kingdoms in
such questions as it bas succesefully:
donegin government and politices.

A long-lost Spanish mine of fahulons
richness bas been redlscovered near
Duraogo, Mexlico. An c¢ld emelter was
found at the same place,

Near Trinidad, Colo., the SBunflower
valley pecple are holding farmers?inatl-
tutes for the discussion of dairying,
creameries and other important topics, .

The old-time telegraph operators in
Ban Francisco are sad, John Lsatgh,
one of the cldest operators tn the state,
died on Saturday morning. He was
60 years of age,and had to been actively
engayed in the telegraphing business
in California and on the Pacifio slope
tor forty-two vears. He was one of the
firat telegraph operators in Ban Fran-
cieco, and was engaged by the old
Chalifornia Btate Telegraph company
when It started in 18562. Leatch was
aleo the first operator in Californfa to
read by sound. For many years he
wap con nected with the Western Unlon |

- Telegraph company.



