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THE EDITORSEDITOR'S COMMENTS

AMNESTY AND PARDON
I

The overruling bandhand of God in the
destinies and experiencesexperience of HisHia Saints
has been seen and realized timestimea withwith-with-
out

with-
outoutut number In the brief but eventevent-event-
ful

event-

fulfultul history of this Church EspeEspe-Espe-
cially during the last fewtew years
have these manifestations of His
power compassioncone passion and mercymeroy been
multiplied in our behalf The manner
in which the calmolm has been made to
succeed the storm hasbas been marvelmarvelous
in our eyesBye and the promptness and
completeness with which bitterness has
been supplanted by friendship and

hasbas been evievi-evi-

dence
evi-

dence
animosity by charity an
denceJence to allaU who see by the eye of
faith that divinity has shaped our
ends and that poor finite man is butbut-
an

but-
an

but-
anan agent and a meansmeaDS inio carrying out
the plans of Omnipotence

Quite in line with this marvelous
change referred to and as another
glowing instance of the tender solici-
tude

solici-
tudetude and loveJOVe ofot Him whon the Saints
havebave elected to serve Isla the latelale proclaprocla-procla-
mation

procla-
mation

procla-
mationmation ofot the President ofot the United
States granting amnesty pardon and
tb restoration ofot civil rightsrighta to
all who may have come under
thehe legal ban imposed by wellknownw-ellcongressional enactmentsenactment against the
practice ofot plural marriage provIded
they have compiledcomplied with the terms of
thehe proclamation on the same
subject nearly two years ago
by the preceding President Mr
Cleveland takes up the matter
of pardon where Mr HarrisonHarrlson laid It
down and carries it to the utmost limit
of his executive powers Previous CODcou-concon-
viction and punishment under the laws
alluded to are no longer under the
terms of hishie proclamation a ba-
reither

bar
eitherelt ber to the suffrage or to the
holding of office O0 course the
special reference in the registration
oathtb to the two lawlawsI of Congress on
thebebe subject of polygamy and unlawful
cohabitation is not expungedexpunged-
it could not be save by the
repeal of the laws themselves
wwhich is a matter entirely outoutside
the prprerogative of the President
While those laws are in force it is
equally evident that no proclamation
canean legalize the practice of polygamy
orOf unlawful cohabitation even where
the prohibited relations hadbad beenbeeD prepre-pre-
viously

pre-
viously entered Into But everyevery-every-
thingthing else towardoward removing the dis-disdis-
abilities

disdis-
abilitiesabilities thereby Incurred and toward
restoring andreestablishing the rights
andaDd privileges of citizenship asa well
as81 exemptionexemption from prosecution ishi by
thisthle proclamation decisively and unre-
servedly

unre-
servedlyedly one The construction
placed upon its terms by the Utah
CommissIon iela proof that we do not
exaggerate the extortt of it that
body has ordered stricken from the
lelregistration oath the clause which
reads AnalAndAnO 1I further swear that II-
am

I-

amam not a bigamist or polypolygamist and
that I have not been convicted
otof anyaDY crimeerime under the notact
otof Congress entitled an act etc
It deserves to be said In this

tion that it Is within public memory
that there have been registration oaths
presented in which there was no
reference to conviction whatever and
instances might be cited where no
longer who actually
bad been convicted were assured that
they could safely take the oath and
were solicited to do so While therethere-
tototoefoieto e there seems in the latest oath to
have been this much doubt as loto the
scope of President HarrisonsHarrison's amnesty
all such doubt will be removed by the
explicit terms of President ClevelandCleveland's

I document There of course reore-re-

mains
rere-

mainsI mains the clauseclauRe in which
the applicant foror registration pr
to support andaud faithfully obey tbthe VonConCon-
stitution and laws of the United
States especially the laws in referreter-refer-
ence

refer-
enceence to bilebigamyamy and for other purposes
etc but as above stated those laws
rrequirequire that such an oath be taken
and only by their repeal can it be
expunged from registrations conducted
under them

That this Important proceeding inIDin-

the
in-

thethe healing ofot recent wounds will be
hailedbailed with Joy and gratitude by the
Mormon people and by their friends
scarcely need be reiterated Their
thanks were duedoe and were expressed to
President Harrison whose proclama-
tion

proclama-
tiontion atoataat a time when it required courcour-cour-
age

cour-
age

cour-
ageage to issue it hasbas been alluded to
Their thanks are due now to President
Cleveland and thosehose whosewhole kindly
advice in this matter behe hasbas accepted
The pre was no doubt easy
to grant for there could navehave beebeen
found fewlew to oppose It But the notnot-
is

act-
isis18 none the less appreciated nor the less
friendly on that account and it rereflects
high credit upon every oneODe wwhobo hadbad aa-

part
a-

part
a-

partpart in it Above all should the Saints
address their thanksgivings and supsup-sup-
plication

sup-
plications

sup-
plications to HimHloi who moves and
directs mensmen's minds and controlscontrol all
things as to Him good

The answering of two questions fromfrom-
aa Mill Creek correspondent 1is now
made easyeuy He writeswriter

Please answer through the NEWS forfor-
the

for-
the

for-
thethe benefit of your readers the following
two questionsThe1st-The1st The CopCopperer doesactact does it save aa-

man's
a-

mans
a-

man'smansmana franchifranchiseeFor2nd-For2nd For committing a misdemeanor
and being proven guilty does a man lose1088
hisbis franchise

Cohabitation Is a misdemeanor many
have been sent to the penitentiary for it
they have behaved themselves and for
their good conduct their sentence hasbas
been shortened theycondonedcondoned they did not
serve their fulltull time of sentence If there
are such who are not cohabiting with
any but their lawful wife today can they
register and vote

Our correspondentcorrespondent alsoallo asks concernconcern-concern-
ing

concern-
inging the status of a man who was conooncon-
victed ofot polygamy audand served three
yearsyeara ofot hisbis term being pardoned
before the term expired The ananswer
to this isla that such pardon carried witwith
It the restoration of civil rights and
such person provi eded behe could subsub-sub-
scribe

sub-
scribescribe to the other portions of the oathawas entitled to register andan vote

AsAI to the qquestions aboveboye quotedt
thebe answerer toIto I theft firstfir t oneODe tolie
e notact oft itself carries wwith itU DOaon

restoration of rights its benefits ararp
accorded asa a reward ofot good coneconductb
In prison and a mansman's legal BLatstages
upon completing a term shortened byby-
a

by-
aa few monthsmontha under the provisions of
the copper Rotpct would be precisely thethe-

last
same as itif hebe had served to the very
last hourbour the term to which he ha l
been sentenced

As to the second question the termsterm
of the lawsJaws relating to polygamy and
unlawful cobcohabitation forbade the

to those guilty ofot those otofof--
ensee

o-ftenses and President HarrisonsHarrison's
proclamationintendedof amnesty while In-Ininin-
tendedtendedtended to favor those who were willwill-will-
Ing

will-
ing

will-
inging to apply for it and who had not
been guilty of the offenses named
since aIi date two years and two months
previous was heldbeld by many to offer no
restoration to those who badhad been concon-
vvoted though as we havebave above
shown the Utah Commission ofot that
time seemed to hold a contrary view
President ClevelandCleveland's proclamation otof
yesterday expressly Includes
restores all the rights they have lost by
reason ofot such conviction and there
would seem to be room fortor no further
cavil about it

HOW TO DElLDEL WITH THEMTHEil

Another instance now comes to pubpub-pub-
lic

pub-
liclic attentionn of an individual ofot the
male persuasion who came in from the
country made bihisbis way to a den of lalin 3

amyfamy lost hisbis moneyt and now askasks
the officers to proprosecute the femafemale

c-

ompanioncompanion of01 his revelry torfor having
robbed him ofot his cash Just what
claim suchauch suckersassuckers as individuate
qtofof thisthiabis 01class are vulgarly though notDot i-

nappropriatelyinappropriately termedhavetermedd-bavedhave to 0offi-

cialcialial sympathy doesdoe not appear cJ
TheyThey come to the citycuy to seelee the ele-

phant
ele-eleele-

phant and seelee It in violation orof
morality decency and Jalaw Itif IDin theirthell
gambling or other procedure thethey cocot
eiderlider themselves winners they go offoit
uncomplainingly perhaps to
some other time But if they get the
worst of it they suddenly become
very virtuousus call on the officers to
helpbelp them out of their dilemma and if
assistance is not given to this enderns
they raise a bowl about lnegligence

It mayway be suggested that it isIe thehe
business8 ofor officers to prosecute offendoffend-offend-
ers

offend-
erserserl against the law when sa complaint
Is made That is18 truerue in the sense of
vindicating public authority andaDd
respect But it is18 not an officersofficer's busibUllbusi-
ness
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ness to engage in prosecutions which
a-

ffordafford no hopebope of conviction and only
put the public to0 needless expense In Lo-

asesoases like that referred to the word of tIt-
one

I-

one
l-

oneone party IsIe as good as another and so80 tI
f-artarfar asae known the public prosecutor

t-

he
could institute proceedings only with
the certainty ofor being beaten Usually
when thesee areBre begun and the fleeced
individual gets back a sharehare ofot his
money through the influence of official
threats hebe disappears from the scenecen
leaving the public to pay the costscoati

Persons who place themselves inin-
the

in-
the

in-
thethe position referred to havehav noDO
right to official aid or symsym-
pathypathy WbWhen they t astartrt pId
n their prsprees sheIb Moramorpo lJ they rorear robbed the betbet- J
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