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liquer laws are divided into two. greax‘
classes: Firsi—The Nephalists who con-
sider alcohol in every form, whelner
distitled or fermented to be poiscn, and
theretore wish the sale thereof to .be en-
tirely suppressed. -

Second—Those who see no objection
to moderate drinking, especially of the
less alcohoiic beverages, and'regard the
idea of prohibition as an impracticable
chimera. The latter, of course, is the
larger, if not the wiser class, a!nd has
the majority ot the people upon its side.
Strange. infatuation, people who will
suffer, fight and die for ireedom wili sell
themseives voluntarily into the most ab

ject slavery! ~Wisdom negatived by
folly. lItisthe moral of one ot Dante’s
pictures in the Inferno.

A man wis once ordered to make a
rope of hay to reach the outer world; his
only hope for light and liberty depended
upon his success. Biut while he indus
triously 1wisted his life rope, a group ol
wild asses beaind a wall complacently
ate up his work.

The brightest state of social happiness
would be reached if its best individuals
were permitted 1o rule; but the wisest
and noblest endeavors are subject to
dilution 1t not defeat by the acuons of
adverse elements. There are weeds
growing close to your well cultivated
garden- Their seeds are blown over
and plant themselves in your soil and
hybridize your plants. The law affords
you no protection. You have no right
to pull up weeds or plant flowers over
the bouudary line of social rignts.
Man’s tree agency must be respected;
coercion and restrammt is unlawlui; but
persuaaion is permissible, and the rule
of the majority 1s the order ot heaven.

Mankind is the growih—the wheat
and tares—of the world, and cannot i
they would, change each other’s naiure.
All-human destiny, individualy aud ag-

-gregaed, 15 by divine appointment, as
much as cultiva.ed fielus are the work
and design ot the prudent husband.
man. ‘The Most High hath divided to
the pations their inheritances, and se.
the bounds of the people” distributing
- and grouping the qualities and coaract-
eristics accordmg to His divine purpose.
If the I.ord of the estate has permitted
ap enemy to sow tares in his tield, he has
a purpoie lherefor, and isalone respon-
siple ior the noxious crop.

The harvest of the world approaches;
the gatbeting of 1he fruits and results of
tbe enure past seasons of growth has
commenced. As the process of separa-
tion goes onthe richness and beauty of
the pure gram contrasis strikingiy with
the rank and pestilerous matenals left
1o dry or tot upoa the fields. The good
will survive and, bemng freed lrom
the incumurance of adverse environment,
will hasten to a giorious destiny.

Much'has already been done. Afri-
can stavely 1s abolished; naturai depra-
vity is out-lawed; the divine- nghts ot
kings and tihe regale privilege ot wealih
stands trembling at:-the bar; and the
drinking fiend 15 doomed, though siout
hearts despair at sight of the ternble
monster.

The age that can harmess Niagara
will stanch ¢r conttol this ruinous flood,
and turn the destructive force into cnan-
nels of thrift and enjoyment. Alcohohized
{orces have their treasures of human

blessing yet undiscovered They will
pot always be used to torture and kill,
but td beneflt and comfort man.

Rut r phibition at best can ‘only be a

partial; not a radical cure of intemper
ance. It lops off a branchi or two here
and there, but leaves the trunk sianding
and the root untouched. It 1s as
incflectual as a bank of sand against
the inflow.ng tide; the flood is attracted
by man's unbridled appetite. The grand
hope is in personal reform. Neither
legitimate commerce nor smugghng
can flourish unless there be a demand
for the goods. Still, when a pestilence
rages, every mitigant is welcome.’ Pro-
hivition should find tavor if only for dis-
covering the evil and showing fght.

A npolable i ature of our Umes is/
social commotions.come in waves. The
day of indiviaual prodegics is past.: In
the past ages the great €pochs and rev-
olutions begun with a single character;
each science, each reform has started in
some soitude and thence expanded into
society. Now the schemes of reform

break 1n cloud bursts, and changes oc-

cur by avalaoches. The demons of
crime and retortn bave made a co-
partnership, each gathers food tor the
other.

A sudden sweep ol moral. enthusiasm
into the otficial circles, Irightening 1he
industrious peculators, and 10ssing them
upon the waves ol virluous wrath, is ac-
companied by a sirocco, from some
death-breeding bourne of murders,

L suicides and gnastly horrors too painful

for thought,

Such spasmodic relorms, work mis
chief instecad ol amendment. At any
moment a tempest of prohibitory agita-
tion might burst upon some devoted lo
cality, and bave a swath of ruined
wnisky stills and beer shops in its wake;
but what a brood ot shirking, smuggiing

flends would rise out of the smail; thel

forbiuden waters would be the sweeter
because they, were stulen.

Besides the natural craving for drink,
probibiiion was to fight sordid interest.
A tnick of advertising is to give a frauu
a good name. The devilis a good ad-
vertiser. In early times a swindling
cembination for oppression and plunder,
torture and murder, was tormed; their
named religion, it “took’’ amazingly.
The infamous iiguor traffic is called pus-
iness! Wonderiu enterprise!  Chiristian
nations manmaciuring a drink that will
degrade a savage; turn a statesman into
an 1diot, and make a man kill his dear-
est friend! :

Business is hénorable industry. and
harmiess trading. But what inlamy s
too foul for the lust of gold to sanctify?
To threaten tbis monster with prohi-
bit.on seems t.ivolous mockery. oth-
ing less than the mighty angel, self-
denial will vanquish this dread Apollyon.

An interesting question is: what is the
duty of the church regarding prohibition?
The term church represents much—
things ammate and inanimate; ethical
and secular. The popular nouon ol a
church 1s that it is an institutiog of 1m-
portance, chiefly to a certain class of
beneficiaries who know how to identily
their personal inlerests with ir; that its
benefits as a moral torce 1s doubtiul, if
not detrimental lo strict rectitude,

Religion, so called has much im-
proved trom moral outside influences,
and it stands today upon an equal foot-
ing with politics, sclience and philoso-
phy. The church has a necessary ex-
istence to afford satisfaction to cerlain
requisites of man’s spirnitual nature. The
iate Rev: David Swing ot Chica ¢ said
inf one of his sermons: “An Ameridin

may he forgiven by the prezent age if he.

should _fail to become a Methodist or a.
Presbyterian, but there can be no for-
giveness for him should he fail to be-.
cotne a gentleman,”’

The attitude of the church towards
prohibition might be set down as iden-
ticaj with that of any of the great panty -
divisions; not as being either fiercely
hostile to, or ardently zealous for the
mea~ure. Certain it is that the great
moral reforims have originated, and are
being carried on cutside of church cir-
cles. It is no special praise to any.
church or any party to say that it is in-
terested in the extirpation of evil, Mor-
alny is a common duty, Noglory is due
any man because he assails wickedness;
he is not blameless if he does not.

Further, can a church as such, act au-
thoritatively in the matter of restriciion?-
Drinking is sanctioned by law. The
church cannot issue an injunction to.
stop it. The authority must come
through legislation, and the change
effected by the machinery of party plate
forms, election campaigns and ballot-
boxes. Can the sacred tunctions of the
church be joined with the wordly offices.
of politics? 1f it be the true and genuine
institution it will not be so joined.

An institutiop to be the true church
must belong to Jesus Christ, not to any
human individual or corporation. If a
man makes a church it is his own¢hurch;
the creaiure belongs to its  author..
Dedication or consecration does not.
make it the l.ord’s unless he accepts it..
The true church must be unique and pe-
culiar from anything of man’s origination,
and management.

’Itis a garden walled around,

Chosea and made peculiar ground.’>

The trees are choice, and the fruits.
good and comely. The husbandnian’s.
duties lie within the sacred enciosure,
to prune and train the spreading
branches, to foster the tender plants..
and treasure the precious fruit. The
sole office of the church is to promote
righteousness, and that includes the ex.
tirpation of every kind of soil. It has
onlty one jormula for the treatment of
immorality, and the whole is comprised
in a single word—repent.

Before there was a c¢hurch, when.
moral darkness covered the earth, this
was the word that broke the silence of
the ages, uttered by the inspired recluse
from India’s wild solitudes; the key-note .
of Salvation’s anthem. “‘Repent! for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand]” The
grand opening of the Christisn dispensa~
tion was by this brief, but compendious.
injunciive.

Tne Apostles were charged with+a,
mission 0 ‘‘every creature * Upon the
day of Pentecost, the piercing shatts of
self-conviction, forced the importupate
cry ' What shall we do?” Peter, the
chief Apostle utiered the one only
authoritaiive response— Repeat.

This remedial agent is truly God-like
in simplicity and eflectiveness., As a
periect cleanser of : cnaracier nothin
can be added to it. Without this prE
mary punfying, educational embellish-
ment is but gilding decayed wood or
adorping the harlot. Let tie drinker
repent, 1s the prohibition of 1he church.

True it is, this high ground ciaimed
for the church is too loity for the pres-
ent social status. Tbe people wiil not
accept reforms which demaad self-
denial. Still, tokens are visible of:a
new and higher conception ofvlite by
vast numbers. And the old alarm word-
»of the rugged prophets is again hea-dl.
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