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his claims in the grove under the great
elm tree just east of the temple amid
the congregated saints brigham young
was the one upon whom was the mantle
of the greatest prophet that ever graced
the world the voice the very prophet
was there the lion roared all hands
went up sidney vanished went up with
his theories as if in smoke so have or
willswill all the fathers while zion shall rise
temples be built the dead be cared for
the gathering go on a continuation of
the prophets work where he left it until
he shall again come in the flesh and
fulfill all that was placed upon him

dear brother richards fully realizing
these facts and the responsibility and
care resting upon the first presidency
and the twelve apostles who looking
over the missionary field cast the watch-
ful eyeeve over the northern pacific states
where no missionarys voice was heard
sadand many lost sheep were comparatively
without a shepherd your aged servant
of god was chosen with a much youn-
ger companion elder M F cowley
favored of the lord and proudly can
we say we felt to heartily respond to
toe voice olof the lord and the irth of
june found us in lima montana after
attending the conferences otof bannock
stake and bingham stake andandltaking the
parting hand and blessings of yourself
and our loved ones with whom we
partedarted at the glorious conference at

y Rinbinghamghani stake
once in our field of labor we lacked

taono friends to take us in and provide
amply for our wants and on the first
evening we called a meeting and fifteen
metinet inin the house of elder W williamilliam F
hopkins on the following evening we
held a public meeting in a two story
brick district school house the best the
town affords about fifty attended
the town otof lima is mostly a railroad
town with a population of about
we have continued our meetings inin
public and private with good success
and now much prejudice which at first
we had to contend with has given way

V we visited the only minister in the
place a methodist spending two hours
with him and hisbis wife the latter has at-
tended two of our public meetings

president ricks otof bannock stake
organized a branch of the church at
this place last tailfall but the presiding
riderelder daniel darkclark had left lima so we
reorganized the branch with elder
william F hopkins presiding elder
and with john burt and austin W
child as assistants both of the latter
are seventies we opened a baptismal
fontont at the ranch of brother childs
three miles out and offered the oppor-
tunity for baptism andhorand for the renewal
of covenants otof nome who have been
awawayay from the church over sixteen
years

x the spirit of se lord has attended
our labors and many of the lost sheep
have been made to rejoice as evinced
by eight souls claiming baptismbaptis on the
aoth of junejun and on the adyth of june
the date of the martyrdom ot our loved
prophet we baptized fourteen more on
the following tuesday aoth we baptized
four more twenty six in all and thir-
teen otof those baptized are first bapt-
isms

there is one peculiar circumstance
which I1 think worthy of note sister
godfry and family otof six children live
ten miles north of lima sister godfry
had been very sick we learned of her
condition and elder austin W child
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took us in a carriage to their residence
and we spent four hours with the family
A young girl of fourteen had been
blessed by our elders when a babe
the spirit followed her and the result
was that she was prepared for baptism
sister godfry brought her children up
ten miles to one of our meetings and we
blessed them and subsequently baptized
the mother and four of her children and
last wednesday the of july we held
a meeting at sister godfrytGodtGodfrysrys and ad-
ministered the sacrament to the family
there were ten of us and the unbelieving
husband bowed the knee with usfsr we
hold public meeting next sunday and
soon after shall take our departure

last evening five more gave in their
names for baptism some other elders
from bannock stake will visit this branch
soon trusting in the lord feeling
grateful for his goodness and fully
realizing that he moved upon his ser-
vants to open up this mission we humbum
bly subscribe ourselves your brethren
and fellow laborers in christ jesus
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the DESERET NEWS is appreciated
very much by the elders and with
your permission I1 will drop a few lines
thinking some ot your readers may be
interested in the labors of two haphappypy
mormon boys traveling in smith county
mississippi

the of april 1896 1I arrived
at jones county mississippi
surprised at not finding my companion
there to welcome me to my piney woods
home but in a few moments after ar-
riving brother john overland intro
deuced himself tome and informed me that
elder shelley was at his home awaiting
my arrival and being somewhat sick
was unable to meet me elder shelleshelley
soon improved in health and on ththee
ath day of may we started for smith
county were we were assigned to
labor

since that time we have our
labors very much and met with many
friends and will say the southern peo-
ple are deservedly noted for their kind
hospitality to strangers among those
who have treated us with kindness and
told us to make ourselves at home are
mr henry oniel deacon of the sylvan
grove baptist church frank thornton
peter thornton carrie brothers mr
tims and many others too numerous to
mention here mr oniel is a fair
minded man and gave us permission to
hold ita meeting in the sylvan grove
church and following this we received
three invitations to hold meeting in
private houses

at times we met with opposition
principally from ministers of different
denominations but being accompany
aed b the spirit of the lord we are
allaying prejudice which before hand
existed among the people to a great
extent

I1 will just note one little incident that
took place sunday june aith during
the week we canvassed the good water
neighborhood and many seemed anxious
torfor us to hold a meeting we succeed-
ed in getting permission to use the
spinola scschoolhool house and gave ououtt
notice that we would hold two meetmeetingsin
on sunday june aith one at il 0

and one at 4 in the evening on sund
morning while in conversation with ttw
or three gentlemen at the home of ml
clay currie a messenger rode up t
the gate and informed us that a nao
consisting of eight men had conconcludedcluI
to meet us on our way to the sch
house give us a whipping and
us to leave the country weW e told titei
young mailmaia to inform our posersop th
we would be at the appointed place a
ixii to hold our meeting well
he said 1 I felt it my duty to come an
tell you because I1 like ft
see you gentlemen abused at Ifi

with our grips and umbrellas w
started on our journey to the sch
housebouse on arriving there it bookobool
like a fourth of july celebration ped
pie had gathered from all parts 0of tb
neighborhood but our enemies 1failed11

to make their appearance am
we had the pleasure of laying bedforbafo
those assembled some of the first prid
caples of the gospel for their considersconfideconsidera
tion at the close of our meeting ml
tims invited us home and sat us dodow
to a fine dinner which was greatly ap

ted after which a crowd gathegathered
around us and asked a great mantman
questions pertaining to the gospel W
talked to them until meeting time aand
then all pproceededproceededroce eded to the meeting
house upon arriving there we found
more people than could obtain seaseatse
and we again portrayed to them rnomore
otof the principles ot the gospel and re

many invitations to call eveeveh
more than we can nilfill in a week somesom
are investigating the doctrine we advaavo
cate and we hope in the near future ttc
add more to the fold of christ

brother grissardGrissGrissarnamandand wife who join
the church some time ago lived witwithie
three miles otof raleigh and do all the
cantorcan tor our comfort and we appreciate
their kindness for the same we aard
enjoying the best of health and fefed
proudpoud of the work we are engaged iin
young men can gain experiences in th
missionary field that could be gaingained
in no other way we advise all 0
them to improve their time and becbecome
interested in the gospel for it is a greatt
study and we are all invited to give
helping hand to the accomplishment of
the great work before us as bembmembers
of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints

on july and we received an invitation
from elders R W brown and C
block traveling in jasper county tta
come over to brother tuckers I1 a didig
tance of about thirty miles and spend
the fourth of july with them we ac
cepter the invitation and have enjoyenjoyed
the company of our co laborers veveri
much brother tucker and tamfamilyi y hehav
done all in their power to make thinahingai
comfortable for us and we pray ththat
god will bless them for their kindness
to the elders

WILLIAM R
GEORGE T SHELLEYSHELLBY
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perhaps a few lines alabaalabama
would be interesting to your manmanyu
readers as there have been many otheothers
from the west down on this part of gjtb
globe I1 left salt lake city on ththe

of august last on a mission to the
southern states arrived in Cchatt-
anooga on the night of the iff


