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tJohnjobn taylor used to telltall otof
ieaccie i prophet joseph appointing him
8 of ad others to write a constitution for
ttheh and that they finally re

urta their inability to doao so
are brotabr to themselvesthema elves upon which
h ala remarked that hebe knew they
atef
MUss 12 not for said he 4 6 ye are the
juhi Wtution li referring to the living

edwood

suppose there could not be found a
eawyditto thing written torfor our guidance

r be then
W07 most certainly it would

D doseph commenced hisbis missiontbt
imiru necessary that god should teach

terer ip e ing even to the smallestrorurd mia44 boregardva regard to the gospel and
ln te Priesthooddest hood and why because

t on was not one to be found upon
do0
o who was possessed of the

ru bo cledge neither wadwas there one
altete C old rightly interpret the scrip
a- dma- iI1 even the alsplainestidest parts of themyly manmany thousands are therely gwhawn ttestifyela yithacthat the first time ioinr dyes that they understood the
lu beven of the plainest passages
34li ewhencowhen a latter day saint elder
Klr igliineded them this proves the truthh
I1

1

iraiee saying the letter kellethkilletbleth
dr dahe spirit life the book
ly thmon contains the letter of the
le

Bf Gospee and was written by ioiny on anhand preserved by god that
id 1 t go forth among the remnants

ifI the land in the last days but will
litIM took alone convert the people and

N toth embrace tile religionreliRlon ofd irto never it amt itself aa 01 letterliette but when its principles
0 apexplainedainerd bbyy a man who has the

ton of the Almighty11 It becomes
at once possessed of lifellfelorfor

it d it isia to them like the bible was
I1lu a seasealeded book hence the truth
NOWher asayinging how can they hear

Y tit a ppreachertier and how can hea
men except hebe be sent our late

ons also need the spirit of rev
warn to enable us to interpret them
therehere is no question that from the

f
uba periods
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gods servants at least have been
hit13 only written but carefully pro-

n
pre-

nerred and wwheneverene er rearead haveave beeneen
edily appreciated what latter day
wafiq there that does not take de
ot 16 reading that portion of the
wokft of mormon which treats upon
UGH MI aandind what person is there
V faith is ootnot strengthened by
14 perusal the recorded sayings
gelas we read and rereadre read and we
ift them as precious gems as we

1 judo the sayings of joseph smith
rdIM others and we navehave the
feege to read the teachings and in-
actions of father adam noaht0 sedek and others who held the
hisom eternal life and who minis
IW to the people in those early ages

ve should value them as beyond price
wiyetyet they are really not essential
tourconr salvation but a living priest
jwiad is torfor without its

in word in doctrine and in or-
ancealance we will not be prepared to

MR intoato the presence of the father
ofalthethe son
that which he reveals to usua ilehe ezex

acta us to retain and ttherehere is no
I1reore sure way than recording it

eph0 had this in view when speaking
Maeglect in this particular foror as we
kwee already quoted he said and
ya we cannot bear record to the
witch and to the world of the aregreata t
td41 glorio manifestations which

JWe been made to us with that degree
flowerawe and authority we otherwise
wa 11 job appreciated the value

9 recordedcrded words for he atoneat one time
galmed oh that my words were
clujy written I1 oh that they were
mateded in a book that they were
swengiven with an ironaironenea and laid in thewor ever ilehe felt the great imfan

of the subject upon which he
speaking namely the redemptionola

uke body through the atonement
04M resurrectionresurrectlon of the redeemer of
lh world
jb regard to the revearevealinglinc of other

pleaI1 than those already made
rin1 it may be said that we have 0soo

ived but a small portion of that
h cgod lishainin store for his people

W the promises are made in seveseveralrj
that other things will yet

41 revealed the lord in speaking
aft the

SUBJECT OPOF THE DEAD
bomber 1842 said
torl am about to restore many things toN UM pertaining to the Priesthood saisaithth

lord of bestsbosts
att the prayer and prophecies sec

41 it is said
asod shall give unto you thothe saints
wedge by his holy spirit yea by the
peakable gift of the holy1 Gghosth0 astl that48 lot been revealed since tthehe wworld0 rid was

nowlow
abichaich our forefathers have waited with

gamoua expectation to be revealed in the1

ainesW ftUines which their minds were pointedsy the angels as held in reserve torfor the
w of their glory

time to come in the which nothing shall
wihwithheldheld whether there be oneode god or
yGo ds they shall be manifest

a aandnd dominions principalprincipalitiesitie 8
a powers shall be revealed and set forth

41S U all who have endured valiantly for the
wl of jesus christcarist
and also itif there be bounds set to the

caitswellsciits orer to the beas or to the dry land1I sun moon py starsitara
the times of their revolutionsrevolution all1 the

days months and years and all
days of their days months and years

idia alladf thetheirr gloriescorles laws and set times
abdill be revealed in the daysday of the dis

of the of times
A to thatat which was ordained int

amidstalst of the vounell of the eternal kdgod
1 I other ada before thin world wawaa

UR hould he reserved unto the Ananischinishin
d wethe erldend thereof when every wallman shall

enter into his eternal presence and into
hishia immortal rest

this certainly is a promise of an
eternity of revelation yet toth come in
the revelation upon celestial marriage
the lord says verse 66

and now as pertaining to this law verily
verily I1 say unto you I1 will reveal moreinoreunto youyon hereafter therefore lotlet this suffice
for the present

had we neglected attending to ordi-
nances for the dead or unilbuil dinding tem-
ples torfor this purpose could vvewe have
expected the lord would revrevealeal any-
thing furtherfurther upon this subject or if
we neglect to observe that para of the
law pertaining to celestial marrianemarriaae
which we now have given to us we
will look in vain for any further knowl-
edge as pertaining to this higher law
though bodgod has promisedpromised to reveal itwe ayi now saya few words apon
the subject of succession to the priest-
hood in our own lineage or blood A
man who has beebeenn chochosen8 eU by god and
tois faithfulfalthaal has the right and privilege
tote be represented in the priesthood by
those of his own begetting although
they may not occupyoccuev the same identi-
cal position in the priesthood that he
himself has held it must be remem-
bered however that priesthood itself
is

NOT INHERENT
butbat is bestowed by god upon those
who arearc worthy torfor priesthood is

without father without mother
without descent it is also without
beginning of days or end of years
btbat the rrightig attainto the priesthood is in-
herent in a certain lineage this right
abraham pleaded before the lord anaand
yet he would have pleaded in vain had
he been unworthy of it

in the vision that was given to
joseph and oliver in toethe kirtland
temple at the time of its dedication
in the spring of 18391836 joseph says

afafterter this elias appeared and committed
the dispensation of the gospel totb abraham
saying that in us and our seed all genera-
tions after usas should be blessed

some years afterwards january 19
1841 the lord in speaking concerning
joseph in particular and also hisbis pos-
terity uses the following peculiar lan-
guage

for this anointing have I1 put upon his
head that hisbis blessinblessing shashall be putut upon the
headof bisia posteritys rit afafterr hihim and as I1
said unto brahamabraham concerning the kin-
dreds of the earthth even so I1 say unto my
servantt josejosephh in thee and aby seed shall
the kindkindreds of tthe0 earth be blessed

neither of these revelations declare
that all of their or hisbis posterity shall
succeed to these blessings or that the
first born shall be the immediate suc-
cessor torfor merit must determine the
position they will occupy for while
we say the individual is18 eligible by
virtue of hisbis birth that eligibility is
jeopardized through lack of merit and
the birthright may be forfeited as in
the case of cain esau or reuben and
many others neither does it tollowfollow
that any of the immediate generationgenera tiOU
succeeding will receive the blessing

many generations had passed away
before the peculiar blessing jacob
pronounced upon joseph had a fulfilfulfill
ment yet the keys of power he then
received bybv promise as pertaining to
priesthood and otherwise were and
are retained by him and will never
pass to another for his sons alone
though many generations remove dand
long periods of time may elapse will
always represent thetheirir father there-
fore

here
we conclude that because Josephjoseph

smith is not represented by any one
of MsAs sonsSOBS who immediately succeed
him and although nearly forty seven
years navehave passed away since this
word was spoken yet it is no prproofbof
that the word of the lord in this par-
ticular will not have a ffulfillmentfulfilment for
it most assuredly will even to the very
letter

we are usableliable to guage the promises
made by our father within the

NARROW COMPASS
of our own short lives and try to
crowd them within that limit not al-
waysreaMrealizingzIng that the period of our
lives many times multiplied is only a
very short space apostle parley P
pratt stated that it was promised him
that hebe should build temples in scot-
land parley himself is gone behind
the vallvail but that promise will be ful-
filled by some ofof hisbis posterity per-
forming the work and thus the word
of the lord will be verified

the seed of joseph was scattered
among the nations centuries agooago and
they have seemingly mingled promis

havebave intermarriedinter married with the
children of japheth for ages and al-
though metaphysical science itself
cannot explain how and in what man-
ner that blood has been preserved yet
the lord has revealed to us that it is
this peculiar seed or blood that he is
gathering to zion to became saviors
there in fulfilmentfulfillment of the promises
made to ancient josepnjoseph as well as tote
his father jacob as also to ISSisaac and
abraham to whom the prompromisesaises were
first made further there are thou-
sands beside joseph and oliver who
have had sealed upon them the bles-
singsI1 s of abraham isaac and jacob
and consequently can claim for their
posterity the same blessings and every
one of the seed of joseph that is faith-
ful is lawflawfullyally entitled to the bleablessingssings
of joseph

in regard to our children the prophet
joseph said

when a seal is put upon a father and
mother it secures their posterity so that
they cannot be lost but will be saved bby
virtue of the covenant of their latherfather anand
mother

not only has the priesthood been
confined to10 a certain lineage but the
blessing of earthly possessions fasoalso
although I1 do not believe the record
to be complete in regard to

blessing and prophecy upon his three
sons yet the I1intimationmation is veryverk strong
that to shem would belong the right to
earthly possessions for while japheth
was promised enlargement still hebe
was to dwell in the tents of shem
whereas canaan the son of ham was
not only made the servant of shem but
of japheth also and thus became a

SERVANT OF SERVANTS
and consequently could not be the
possessor of any part of the laudland
abraham being ot the lineage of shero
was chosen of god to receive this
blessing as well as the priesthood
and was told at one time to look
northward southward eastward and
westward usas faras his eye could see
and was bidden to walk through the
land in the length and breadth of it
for says the lord 1 I will give it

unto theolthee this was aftafterwardseawards con-
firmed by covenant

jacob when blessing josephjoseph after
saying 1 joseph isais a fruitful boughbaash
whose brbranchesanches run ever the wall re-
marked

the blessblessings off ththyy father have pre-
vailed aboveaboae iha of my progeny
tors isaac and alarahamaham unto the utmost
bounds of the everlasting hills they shall
bobe upon the head of etc

it is revealed to usas that tilis blessing
refers to north and south america
whether as some claim jacob ob-
tained this blessing at abe time hebe
wrestled with the angeladgel when he said
1I will not let thee go unless thou
bless me and at the same time also
that hisbis thigh was put out of joint is
immaterial to our purpose enough for
us to knoknow is that jacob did receive
this blessing and conferred it upon
his son joseph besides this joseph
hadbad a claim with hisbis brethren upon a
portion of the land of canaan whichge
he received wadand which is described in
the book of joshua sixteenth chap-
ter nor is this all for at the time
jacob was blessing the sons of joseph
tiehe turned to joseph and said

moreover I1 have given the one portion
above thy brethren which I1 tooktoek out of the
hand of the amorite with my sword and
with my bow

the seed of abraham and of joseph
may be dispossessed of their inherit-
ances for centuries of time together
and titles thereto maymaybebe held in fee
simple by the children of japhethJaphetb but
as sure as the lord god liveth so sure
will they come into possession again
and dwell toin their own lands

it seems that in the occupancy of thewestern continent by the children of
lehi who were a branah of the house
of joseph although in area the land
of america was vastly iuin excess of
that upon the eastern continent betitwas not parcelledparcelled out or divided at any
time only by common consent or by
the right of priority otof occupancy ex
capt duringdaring talthoseose times that the people
wandered away from the true order of
heaven then the right thereto was
often established by conquest for
nearly one hundredd and seventy years
after christ appeared to them they had

ALL THINGS IN COMMON

and although they had become exceed-
ingly numerous and hadbad spread
themselves all over toethe land yetyec the
record says I1 there were no contentions
among them duringdaring this entire peri
od 5 consequently none in regard to

roprieta ly rights but I1 am wanderingis again womwrom my subject proper
the priesthood after the order of

i is essentially a priesthood
of presidency or in other words otolrolerate or governmentsgovernment and its powers of
presidency or rule are largely deter-
mined by its right to ordain and or-
ganize to say that a munman
is ordained to any one otof the offices in
the Melch isedee priesthood does not
imply that he hodds the entire keys of
the priesthood unless we except the
presidency of the high priesthood and
the twelve apostles it is said of this
authority toin the book of doctrine and
covenants seeSec vva 9

the presidency of the high priesthoodPrie
after the order otof have a right
to officiate in all the offices of the church

why is this because they have the
power to ordain individuals to all these
offices hence the authority cf every
office is incorporated in them for
chev could notnet confer an authority
which they do not themselves possess
the authority of a high priest is con-
fined to his ownowa calling or standing
and the offices of elder priest teach-
er and deacon

and they have a right to officiate in allail
these ollices when there are no higher au-
thoritiesties present lacobee verses to10 and li12 insame

the word higher in this connection
necessarily implies that a man who is
oroalordainedned to the office of high priest Is
not the equal of one who is ordained
an apostle

again because the revelation says
6 the authority otof an elder comes
under the priesthood of C

11

we need not infer from this that a man
thus ordained has all the priesthood
belonging to this order in the book
of doctrine and covenants seesec 8184 v
ajo2 we read

and again thothe offices of elder andbishop are necessary appendages belong-
ingg unto priesthood

tilethe prophet joseph said in the same
letter we have already quoted fromapril 17 1833

it is the high priests duty to be better
qualifiedqua linedfled to teach principles and doctrines
man the elder torlor the office otoi an elder Lsis

AN APPENDAGEdaar
to ththe

NO
high priesthood seesec matbist of joseph

amithb in I1

we all know that the meaning ofart the
word appenappendagedagge is something added toa principal or a greater than itselffurther it a seventy tois equal to one
of the twelve why were the offices dldi 1

41

bidedvided and their organizations made
different to make the decisions of
the two bodies of equal validity it re-
quires fifty eight more seventies than
itic does apostles thus in this regard
twelve men are made equal to seventy
and these twelve control the labors of0
all the seventies and will continue to
do so even should they number thrice
seventy times seventy or more and
although seventies preside over sev-
enties and can ordain individuals to
this aluollliee still the twelve have the
right to dictate such ordination toethe
philosophy of the numbers necessary
to constitute the quorums or councilsa
of priesthood will yet be revealed and
made plain

in reference to the offices in the
Priestpriesthoodbood the same rule holds

good when joseph and oliver were
ordained by john the babaptistaist
they received from him all thereere
was of the priesthood
aas ffarar as any one outsoutsidede
of the immediate lineage of aaron
could receive but to say that a personperson
receives the falness of this priest-
hood when he is ordainedoraaoroal inedned to ththee office
of deacon would be to say that hebe
could exercise the functions of a priest
by simple appointment only without
any furtherfurther ordination the argument
used by some that a deacon onlyy
requires to be set apart to act in the
office of teacher or priest seems to me
to be altogether untenable ground torfor
the revelation says seesec 84 verse 30

and againaam tilethe ollicesoffices of teacher andanddewdea
coucon are necessary appendaz es to tile los-
ser

les-
ser priesthoodd fthe seed of aaron e legitimate
heirs to the bishope hick is the
presidency of the lesser priesthood
and because we arearc without any of
that linealineagee to act in this office an
emergency arises and we must go
higher ardand not lower for that supply
which is found in the hishhigh priest who
has no need to be ordalordainedped to any
more priesthood for the office of high
priest has embodied within it the
powers of the bishopric which is not
the case with the deacon or teacher
for to create either olof these a priest
even would require ftan ordination to a
higher office than either of them holdbold
thus it can easily be seen that a dendea
con is simply a deacon anand nothing
more while

A HIGH
is also an elder priest teacher and
deacon or as the revelation says can
act in all of these offices by virtue of
his higher priesthood the greatest
power a deacon can exercise is that
of president over the quorum to which
he may belong which is VOni posed of
twelve members v

to show the superiority of the au-
thority of the first presidencyor head
we will sayaay that while a high priest
has ail the priesthood necessary to act
in the calling of a bishop yet he is notno
authorized to assume the functions of
the bishopric unless he is called set
apart and ordained unto this power
by the presidency of the
priesthood torfor although hebe may
popossess the right by virtue of his ordi-
nation

ordi-
nana yet the right to use this autho-
rity will only be valid when called into
exercise by a higher power than itself

paul beautiabeautifullyally illustrates this sub-
ject by comparing it to the various parts
of the body and asks shall the headbead
say to the feet I1 have no need of thee I1 I1

while each individual member forms a
very important part of the same body
yet are the functions and powers oiof
each part different the one from the
other and to use them for other pur-
poses than those for which they were
ordained would not only produce con-
fusion but disasterto say that all the qualities of the
head is possessed by the feet would be
preposterous in the extreme the
governingover ning or will power is in mhd headbead
indand from this superior member issues
all dictation in regard to the amovmove-
ments of every other member of ththre
complete body each member is em-
ployed to perform its own particular
duty and is supported by every other
member in a body possessing a healthy
equilibrium A ready response is given
to the will of the headbead unless sickness
and consequent debility exists in one
or more of its parts and the sympathy
felt is beautifullytully illustrated in the
saying I1 if the head Isbissicksick the whole
heart is faint it may be claimed that
the same elementary principles exist
in the feet as in the headbead granted
but only a portion of them while 1
might ask pitif it would be contrary to
asound philosophy to say that the head
contains within itself every elementelementaryary
principle of the entire body chemical
analysis and scientific research may
not ffurnish evidence sufficient to justi-
fy such an assertion but we are not toZbe confined to the meagre researches
of science torfor evidence seeing they
have as yet only scanned the surface
in our contemplation of those higher
principles that pertain to eternity and
eternal things I1

while the bead has a right to the
exercise of all the powers and ffunc-
tions

unc
of the body yet the wisdom of

government is shown in the employ-
mentjentofof every part of the body and to
leave any part inactive would tend to
the enfeebling of that part auditand it is
only when a necessity exists that the
head exercises the functions of any of
the other members

we have shown that the
POWERS OF THE priesthood

cannot be assumed but must be re-
ceived before they can be exercised
and its gradation is by its
powers otof office each office havinghavin its
powers clearly defined seeing biedthen
that the anthoauthorityity of a priest has eraem
boded within it that of teacher and
deacon tiehe canin act in thase offices
when occasion requires vie high i

priest also can act in any office below
himself while the apostleship has
embodied within it every thing there is
of priesthood and can act in any place
upon necessary occasions thus it
can be seen we can descend by virtue
of the powers we possess but in order
to ascend other powers mustmast be bes-
towed and to possess these we must
be orZiaordainedined thereto this principle
might be extended and we might show
the line of communication iromfrom the
head to all parts of twtal body and howbow
harmonious are the workings of the
entire structureture but we wish now to
come to other considerations

an ororganized stake of zion possess-
es a cert degree of completeness
within and I1 viewed in the ab-
stract 1nigamight be said to have a separ-
ate existence whereas it is only a
part of the grandaraud whole so with or-
ganized wards or quorums of priest-
hood in speaking of a degree of com-
pletenesseness it bigat be interesting to
notesnote a few detidetailsils A stake of zion
fully organized and appointed has
within itself everything necessary to
the exercise of all the powers of which
it is possessed but it mustmuse be borne
in mind that its powers are only local
A stake might have its I1residencypresidency its
high council a quorum of high
priests and one or more of elders and
still would be incomplete without a
bishopric to attend to its temporal
matters and that bishopric would be
incomplete without a quorum of
priests teachers and DeadeaconscoDs

every ineilmemberaber of the church no
matter what priesthood he holds ig
amenable to the authorities where
he resides torfor his moral conduct and
while the stake is powerless to dictate
the first presidency apostles or
seventies in regard to the duties of0
their respective callings yet they have
the right to make enquiries through
the teachers in regard to their faith-
fulness in arming the duties of
their respectivechiv callings

we have said that the
EXTENT OF jurisdiction

is in a large degree proportionate to
the power to ordain and organize in
the book of doc and covbov sec 10U

ver 67 we roadread
that every president of the high

hood or presiding elder bishop ailigh
councilor and iligin priest is who ordained
bytheby the erection of a highallioli council orgeneor gene-
ral conference

this revelation was given nearly
lourfour years before a high council was
organized but is a strong indication
of the power it would posses when or-
ganizedgani zed

0oaa september 14 1834 it was decid-
ed by the high council in kirtland
that I1 hereafter high priests should be
ordained in the high council this
was six months after the high council
in kirtland waswaa organizedorganizect itif a stake
of zion through its high council has
theythe powerower to ordain high priests and
their organization as a quorum is re-
cognizedcognizedcl as bebelonginglongin to the stake
then its jurisdiction extends to and
over them in directing them in the ex-
ercise of their priesthood or to deal
with them in case of transgression as
also in regard to the elder priest
teacher or deacon nor is this all
for although toe stake authorities do
not ordalordain seventies and cannot diedic-
tate their labors when abroad yet
while remaining at home every mem-
ber of this numerous body is subject
to the authorities of the stake in which
he resides and in case of transgres-
sion may beate dealt with for hisbia fellow-
ship

tilethe high Cotincouncilcil was colasiconsidereddered a
very important body in the early days
ofofinetoe church the prophet joseph
published the following in the messen-
ger and advocate in the june number
1835

that according to the order of the king
doin begun in tilethe laa days to prepare inca
lorfor the rest of the lord the elders in zion
or in her immediate region haveko author
itty or right to meddle with her spiritual alai
fairs orarmoldkold councils torfor the expulsion otor
inmemberscabers in her unorganized condition thothe
high council has beenbecu expressly orgaorganizednied
to jnin all her spiritualepin affairsaffairsandaud
the bishop and his council arearc set over her
temporal matters

joseph in writing to several of the
members of the riga council in zion
from kirtland august 16 1834 said

I1 shall now proceed to give you such
counsel as the spirit otof the lord may dic-
tate

what follows is
CERTAINLY revelationKE

youyon will recollect that cur business inest
be done by your I1lighhigh tocounciluncil youlou wimillit
recollect that the first elders arearc to receive0
their endowments in kirtland before tilethe re-
demptiondemp tion ot hiou you will recollect that
youri ourathehighagh council will have power to sayaa
who first erselers among the children
of zionxion arearc accounted worthy etc

this council was presided over by
david whitmer this same high
council while sitting in council in
clay county july 31 1834 took the
priesthood from samuel brown for
ordaining sylvetersylvester hulet a high1111
priest and declarede red the ordination
null anandd voivoidd j

Ffromrom these lationstat ions and many
others that mimight be given it appears
that nearly all importantimportact business was
transacted tthroughr ugh this body in those
early days andn I1 do not know of any
organization that now exists which
supplants them in the duties of their

11 D aday or that their importancem e
is at aTIall lessened by ththe

cp
churchechurchshurch a

growth but to the contrary
although the presidency of the

church has the right to dictate
a High council in to what ex-
tent it shalldball exercise its powers it
certainly appears to meine that the time
ofnf the high council should be mccu

continued on page JUO


