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PREST. CEORCE . CANNON

In the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City,
Sunday Afternoon, Jan. 6. 18854,

REPORTED BY JOIIN IRVINE.

The testimonies of the servants of God—The
illogical manner in which they are met—
The only true way to obtain a knowledge
of the work of God—The secret of the
strength of the Church of Christ—The
work to be accomplished—The struggle
between Satan and God—The influence
brought to bear against the people of God
—But the work of God cannot be stopped
Our safety is in keeping the command-
ments of God—Conclusion,

Tur testimonies of the servants of
God which we hear so frequently from
this stand ought to make an impres-
gion upon the minds of those who hear
them—they ought to have weight, for
the reason that those who bear them
declare in solemnity, in the presence of
God, that they know that which they
testify is true; and when a man, or any
number of men, arise in the presence
of their fellow men and declare in
words of truth and sobernes that cer-
tain things are true, that they know
them to be true, that they are willin
to bear testimony of them before Gug
and the people and to suffer all things
for their truth, even to death itself, it
should make an' impression upon the
human mind and inspire those who
hear these testimonies with a disposi-
tion to at least investigate and with-
hold their condemnation. Because,
unless a man knows something to the
contrary, unless he has had a testi-
mony that these things are false, he is
not justified in condemning them,
There is only one way in which they
can be fairly condemned, and that is
by proving their falsity, by obtaining
knowledge that is directly in contra-
diction to that which is borne testi-
mony to. In this consists the condem-
nation of the inhabitants of the earth
at the present time, as it has consisted
of those in every age when God has
had a work to do upon the earth. Cer-
tain men have gone forward in the
midst of their fellow men and in golem-
nity and in truth have testified that
GGod has spoken, that God has given
revelations, that God 1s doing acer-
tain work in the earth of which they
are the witnesses. They know this,
they say, for themselves and bear tes-
timony of it, 'and exhort their fellow
men to seek for knowledge in the same
manner m whieh they have sought tor
it, with an assurence thatif they do go
they will obtain knowledge, Now, not-
withstanding men have done this, the
world, without pretending to have any
counter demonstration or testimony,
without being able to disprove, by the
same sort of evidence, condemn whole-
sale, without discrimination or hesita-
tion those testimonies and declare
them to be false, and assert that the
men who bear them are either deceived
themselves or are striving to deceive
somebody else. Atk

I do not think this is fair. It never
was fair. It is not a proper method of
dealing with affairs of this character;
because if there is a God and one man
says he has had communication with
Him, and another, who believes also,
or professes to believe in God, denies
that the first has had any such commun-
ication, and yet does not pretend that
God told him any such thing, does not
retend to have had any communica-
fiun from God—the contradiction of
the one is not equal to the affirmation of
the other. It is the height of presump-
tion for a man who professes to believe
in God to rise up and at his own in-
stance and of his own will, because he
choosés to take that view of God and
of God’s method of dealing with man,
and declare~that the testimony of the
man who says he has had revelation
from God is false. Why, anyone at a
glance can see that it is an improper
way to deal with the subject. If he
does not have revelation himself from
God, he should, at least, be modest in
contradicting the testimony of others
who declare that they have had revela-
tion from Him. The whole religious
world in Christendem profess to be-
lievein God. They declare that God
lives and are continually preaching to
the people a belief in Him, a belief in
Jesus, saying that Jesus is the Son of
God, that He lived upon the earth in
the flesh, that He has gone to tne
Father, and that theyare Iis ministers,

‘S having power to docertain things in

His name and to teaeh His doctrines.
They say to the people who do not7is-
ten to them: **Yeou will be visited with
the most terrible judgments if you do
not believe what we say; you will go
to hell, and you will burn there
throughout the countless ages of eter-
nity if you do not believe what we tell
on.” Now, when men go to their fel-
ow men and make such statements as
these, and assume such preogatives
and powers as these, and say that their
fellow men will be condemned by
wholesale to eternal hell for not listen-
ing to them, they certainly ought to
have some method of communicat
with the Being they represent an
whose ministers theKnprnfess to be,
and they ought to know more than
ether men—more that common men at
least—about the Being who, they say,
gends them as His ministers. But
what are the facts? Here is Brother
Woodruff, who for the last half centu-
ry has been testifying, as he has this
afternunn in your hearing, with all the

energy of his soul—for he has beena

very zealous man all his days—he has | cause it to accomplish all that He has '

timony.

he could get access that God has

spoken from the heavens and restored
the plan of salvation in its ancient pu-
rity and the Church as it was organized
upon the earth in the days of Jesus
with the plentitude of its gifts
powers and graces, and that this con-
dition of things now exists upon the

it; that God has really revealed this to
him so that he has become a witness
through revelation from God of its
truth. He has declared this. Hun-
dreds have made a similar declaration,
and hundreds are still testifying con-
cerning these things to the inhabitants
of the earth, But Christendom
throughsome of its principal represen-
tatives says: “Wedon’t beheve a word
you say. We don’t believe God has
spoken to you. We don’t believe God
has given you any authority. We don’t
believe your doctrine to befrom God.
We don’t believe that the church that
yvou have organized, and that you de-
clare is the Church of Christ, isthe
Church of Christ, and so confident are
we of this that we believe that it
would be justifiable for you to be kill-
ed as a lot of impostors and dangerous
men, and fmu ought to be broken up.
If it should be necessary to do this and
it cannot be done any other way we
wouid be willing to have armies resort
to violenee and have bloodshed rather
than sucha dreadful heresy and such
a wicked system should be perpetuated
on the earth.”

You turn to them—to these men who

rofess to have the fate of their fellow

einﬁa in their hands, whose efforts,
as they state, will send millions to
heaven and millions to hell—you ask
these men who profess to have such
awful power as this—'*By what author-
ity do you make these statements? Has
(zod given Jyﬂu any testimony that the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is not the true Church? Has
(od told you anything about it?”’

“Oh, no,” they will say, ““God has
not spoken to us. We do not believe
He talks to anybody. We believe He
has stopped all communication with
man;that no living man has heard His
voice or knows anything abont His
mind and will,”

Now, this is their testimony. You
cannot %et any of them—at least I have
not, and I speak so faras my own per-
sonal knowledge goes—to declare that
(x0d has revealed to them either by the
spirit of prophecy or by the manifesta-
tions of the Holy Ghost, that the doc-
trines taught by the ‘“‘Mormon’ people
are false, or that the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is not of
God, and yet, notwithstanding this,
they take the course that I now des-
cribe. Here on one side is knowledge
—at least it purports to be knowledge.
Here are men who say they have actu-
ally received revelations from God;
that God has poured out the Holy
(zhost upon men and women; that
Jesus has actually visited the earth in
person and been seen by living men:
and that angels have been seen an
conversed with by living men. They
state this in all solemnity and in all
truth, and as a test of the sincerity of
their statements they say to their fel-
low men: ““1f you will take a certain
course that God has pointed out, and
that we are authorized to designate; if
you will take this certain course, you
shall know also of the truth of our tes-
We do not make these state-
ments expecting you to receive them
simply because we make them; but we
say to you, if you will take this course,
if you will accegt the conditions that
(God has prescribed and comply with

them?tin sincerity and humility, you

shall receive these blessings and this

testimony for yourselves, and vou then
wﬂ’l’ be numbered as witnesses with
us.

What can be fairer than this? And
this is the course that the servants of
God have always taken with mankind,
and hence, as I have said, the condem-
nation of the inhabitants of the earth,
because they will not receive that tes-
timony. They abuse the Church of
Christ without having reason or foun-
dation for doing so ;they abuse it with-
out having any evidence that isat all
tangible or that can be relied vpon;
they have nothing more than their per-
sonal feelings, personal prejudice, and
their personal tradition—that waich
they have inherited from theirfatlers
;upuu which to base their oppsi-

ion,

Now, the Church of Jesus Christ »f
Latter-day Saints has been built up n
this manner, Its strength consists i
this peculiarity: that those who have
embraced it as a rule—there may be ex-
ceptions—have taken the course that
aas been taught by the servants of God,
and the result is that legions of wit-
nesses have been raised np. It is not
confined to one; it is not contined to
the original few; but this testimony
has extended itself until it has brought
within its fold men and women of al-
Iost every race; for it is not confined,
hapipily 10 sexX no more than itis to
nationality, but it is extended unto
men of every race and unto women of
every race, and all these rise up as an
army of witnesses, unanimously bear-
ing testimeny of the same great truths,
declaring that it is not from their fa-
thers, it is not from tradition, it is not
from their teachers, it is not from any
human source that they have derived
their knowledge, but that God Himself
by His invisible power, by His super-
human power, bv the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost upon them, has borne
testimony to them so that they are
thoroughly convinced and have a
knowledge as strong as the knowledge
that they themselves live, that this is
the work of God, that He has establish-

ed it, and that He will roll it forth and

and | p

earth and that he is a living witness of |

sists. If it was not for this we should
be as weak as a rope of sand; there
would be no cohesiveness or strength
about us. But with this there isa
ower that makes hell tremble. It
makes the Devil mad. If makes every
man that is afraid of the truth angry
in his spirit becausc of that which he
sees. If men were not afraid of truth
there would be no fear connected with
this work. What is there about it to
create fear? What is there in its mani-
festations, in its fruits, and in its op-
erations upon the minas of the child-
ren of men to cause any man who loves
truth to have any dread concerning it?
Nothing whatever. 1t is beneficent in
Its operations., It elevates men and
women; it makes them better, purer,
more God-like, more orderly. It
bestows blessings, this system does,
upon ali who espouse it and all who
come within the range of its influence,
And this has been its characteristic
ever simce its organization until to-
day. You know 1it, each of you who
have espoused it. You know its effects
upon you. You know it has made you
better men. You know it has made
you men of purer lives, of loftier de-
sires, of more godlike aspirations,
You all know this. Every man, every
woimnan, and every child connected
with this work is a witness of the truth
Of this. If it has this effect upon you,
will it not have the sawe effect upon
every human being who comes within
the range of its influence and who
bows in submission to its require-
ments? Certainly it will. There is no
human being, however low, that it will
not elevate it he will obey it. It is the
power and lever, so to speak, by which
huwanity will be elevated to the pres-
ence of God our Eternal Father, for
the very reason that the exaltation
which God has attained to has been
through obedience to these self same
laws that are now taught to us. That
which obeyeth law is preserved and
sanctitied by law. The people who
obey law will be exalted by law, they
will be preserved by it, they will be
sanctified by it, and that is the effect
of the teaching of the Gospel upon the
Latter-day Saints,

While Brother Woodruff was talking
I thought what an immense labor it is

the Prophets have told us will be
brought to pass in the last days. I
look at this people so comparatively
few in numbers, and at the immense
work that is to be accomplished, and
It seems an herculean, an impossible
labor to the natural vision, lli); seems
as if no human beings could accomplish
it. But God has spoken,concerning
this work., His word has gone fnrt.ﬁ
and it cannot fail. This work will be
accomplished, and it will be accom-
plished by the operation of truth. As
Brother Woodruff has said, there is a
power connected with truth that when
brought to bear upon human beings
has the effect that he has deacribe?l,
and has the effeet that the Prophets
have predicted concerning the last
days. There will be a power exercised
in our behalf, increasing as we are
preBared to receive it; for this euEle
with all their weaknesses, aug they
are many, are nevertheless drawing
nearer and nearer to God every day,
and faith is increasing in their midst.
A generation of boys and girls are
growing up who will have great-
er faith than their predecessors,
their parents, have had, and the work
will continue to grow and spread. And
there is this to be taken into consider-
ation: God having predicted the ush-
ering in of the last dispensation,
knowing the odds that would have to
be contended with in establishing it:
(xod knowing this has reserved in the
heavens to come forth at this time the
noblest of His spirits, the men and
women most capable of carrying out
this work and achieving the grand re-
sults the Prophets have predicted
should be accomplished in the day and
generation preparatory to the coming
of the Son of Man. God knowing this,
in His wisdom and foreknowledge has
prepared the way beforchand, and
there will be men and women brought
forth who will carry off this work in
the way He designs. Step by step, the
adversary of God, thatis the adver-
sary of all truth, will have to recede.
The struggle is between Satan and
(God. The struggle is for the suprem-
acy of this earth,and you may depend
upon it, it will not be given up with-
out a miﬁht wrestle. %‘he adversary
has wielded this power now for nearl

2,000 years—1,400 yvears and upwards

on this continent. For this period he
has held undisturbed sway, it may be
iaid—that is, if not entirely true it is
Icarly true in saying it has been un-
dsturbed. There have occasionally
sane persons arisen who have endeav-
Owd to stem the tide of wickedness
tint the devil has caused to flow over
the earth; but there has been no
Privsthood on the earth, no organized
chuch, no organized power, through
whou God could operate, and yon may
depead upon it, now that there is one
there yillbe a mighty strugele. It will
cost tie best efforts of which we are
capableto lay the foundation so fsuc-
cessfully that it shall not be over-
turned, v prepare the way forthe
coming ofthe Lord Jesus Christ, Ev-
ery kind of ypposition will be brought
against this york, There is nuthfug
that you canconceive of that will be
kept back, ant it will come upon us as
fast as wearc able to bearit. It is
only the powersaf God that restrains
our enemies frog overwhelming us. If
it were not that vod has said this shall
not be, and has ¢ld us that He will
establish this wok never more to be

thrown down, we vould not be able to
stand, But victory will perch upon

mighty warfare, the hostility against
this work will be continuous. No man
need calculate on anything else. Why,

just think of the results that are to be

wrought out! Just think of what de-
pends upon our Jabors and upon this
contes.! W have been gathering the
people from Babylon through the pow-
er of God to build up a Zion here. But
see the results that attend our labors
in this city and in this Territory. It
seems as though all hell is endeavor-
ing to defeat our object, and to defeat
the cause of God in gntilering the peo-
le out from the nations of the earth.
he adversary has said:
‘““You shall not have a pure people;
'ou shall not build up Zion; I will
ring all my forces to bearagainst this;
I will destroy the work of God; I will
not allow the Priesthood of God to re-
main on the earth; I will kill them off,

crpiple them.”

hus he brings every kind of influ-

to endeavor to accomplish that which | &

and sisters throughout the

may
our work is done, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus.

ence to bear against this Eﬂﬁble. We
would have a pure people here; we
would have a Zion such as the Bible
describes if we were allowed; we
would have a city in which angels
might walk in the streets all day if we
could have our way; but Satan says:
‘“You shall not, I will bring every
power and iniluence to bear against

ou. I will besmirch you in every way

can, and will make you so hateful in
the eyes of all peoplg that they will
come up against and estmylyﬂu. You
shall not build up Zion, if I can pre-
vent it.”?

And you see the result. Every pow-
er that is conceivable is brought to
bear against us. We are maligned.
We are represented as everything that
is vile. en think that in killing us
they will be doing God service; not be-
cause of our wickedness, but because
they believe we are wicked, because
the adversary has had such power
through falsehood and misrepresenta-
tion that men believe that they will be
doing God service in exterminating us
from the face of the earth. And what
is it that restrains the efforts of our
enemies? It is the power of God on-
ly. We should be overwhelmed if it
were not for this invisible agency—in-
visible tous., There are legions of an-
rels around us. Their power is exerted
in our behalf, and the results we can
seé in the deliverances which are
wrought out so wmiraculously for our
good. Itis a cause of amazement how
we are delivered from time to time, so
few in numbers and so hated as we are.
Our friends are filled with astonish-
ment., Every few days, every few
weeks, or every few mnnths,they think
that something is going to occur that
will cause our destruction—I mean
friends who have not the faith and the
knowledge we have. But this work of
our God will go forth, despite all the
opposition that will be Emught against
it. It will win, because it is true. As
we have been told by Brother Wood-
ruff, the eternal principles of truth are

on the earth now In an organized form,

and you cannot kill them unless you
kill the people themselves. There is
no way to stop this work except by
the extirpation of the ‘“‘Mormons,” or
Latter-day Saints, root and branch!
No other method can destroy them but
that, and God will not permit it. His
Priesthood ison the earth and it will
remain on the earth. You may Kkill oft
a few, still the Priesthood will remain
and it will exercise power in the earth.
It will unite the people, and the power
of God will attend 1ts administration
in the midst of the people. The hon-
est will receive the Holy Ghost, they
will have a knowledge of this work for
themselves, and they will be ready to
endure all the consequences that ma
attend the espousal of the truth, just
as their predecessors have done in
times that are past and inour own age,
God will bless us if we seek to do His
will. Remember, my brethren and
sisters, that that which obeys law is
preserved and sanctifled by law. If
you want to escape evils, obey the law
that God has revealed. Keep His com-
mandments. There is safety in this,
Itis a great work we are engaged in.
The desire I have for every man and
woman of this Church is, that they
may be true, and that their children
may live to be true to God in days to
come; for we are laying the foundation
of a work that shall stand undisturbed
for one thousand years. Then, in the
purpeses of God, Satan will be loosed
again for a little season, but it will on-
ly be for a little while. We are en-
gaged in laying the foundations of that
work. Itis the most glorious work
that could be committed to man. An-
gels delight in it, and we have the pre-
cious privilege of taking partin E
We have difficulties to contend with;
but let them come, We will meet
them, and what is better still, we will
overcome them through God’s help,
and ow children will enjoy the bless-
ings of liberty. I trustand pray that
of this people who have fougat so val-
iantly, and whose desgires for the suc-
cess of God's Kingdom are so pure,
there will be found :nen and women of
their descent, who so long as time
shall last, shall stand up possessed of
the Holy Priesthood in the presence
of God te magnify it. This is my de-
sire for m 's:]in it is my desire for my
family, it iIsmy desire for my brethren

ingdom of
God; and that God may grant that we
be exalted in His presence when

Amen.
i—l—r'-—'_*'-*-“_'— =

Forty thousand copies have been

sold of the English edition of the book

«“John Bull and his Island,” and

seventy thousand copies of the French®

or I will do everything in my power to | Go
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Something In Relation to the
Governor.

ST. CHARLES
Bear Lake County, Idaho,
February 6, 1854,

Editor Deseret News;

It seems that Governor Murray will
necessarily have to revert to the mar-
shalship of Kentucky, in order to have
his life’s history appear without blem-
ishias that portion of it may need a
little modi ing, at least, before the
biographer finishes his work.

€ first Napoleon said if he did
some great thing to establish a reputa-
tion he must do something great to
maintain it. It af ears that the maxim
has been exemplified in this instance,
a8 it requires such transactions as
v. Murray’s have been since his oc-
cupancy of the gubernatorial chair of
l;i;z:.lh Lo sustain his former reputa-

The great Washington declined a
third term; perhaps he wished to see
how the governmental machinery
would work without his immediate
agency. The inventors of machinery
of various tgmdi? p‘ﬂul(}dhuveha{:hieved
4 poor victory i1 it could aot be manip-
ulated by other hands than their 0“'11}1.
If the Chief Executive of Utah does
not formally decline another term of
the Governorship, as his fame is being
80 well sust.ained, it may supercede
that necessity.

ANONYMOUS,

- o -
SOMETHING FROM BEAYER.
The Iron Interest.—Court Business.

BeAVER CITY, Beaver Co., Utah,
February Tth, 1884,

Editor Deseret News:

A number of teams have left Beaver
Cuuqtﬁ, for Dry Valley, Nevada, load-
ed with grain and baled hay. They will
be occupied, with others from other
counties, in hauling into Iron City
Utah, the materials which cumpﬂseci
the narrow gauge railroad extendin
from Bullion to Pioche. This railmag
material will be laid down
City to the coal beds at Cedar.

any of the people of this county
are alive to the iron interests that is
being worked up by the Iron Manufac-
turing Company of Utah. They feel
that the time has come for the succes-
ful establishment of iron works in
Southern Utah.,

The Second Judicial District Court
has been in sessiom since Monday,
hearing divers motions, also attending
to the drawing of grand dnd petit
jurors for the March term.

The attorneys of Patrick Callighan,
who was tried last term of court for
the murder of Dan Malhoney, motion-
ed for a new trial, which was overruled
by the Court, and the prisoner was
sentenced to 14 years in the peniten-

tiary.

T?e judge being somewhat indispos-
ed, adjourned court till Monday.
W. FOTHERINGHAM.,

—

Young FPeople's Associations—
Health—Stock Market.

MALAD VALLEY
Onieda Co., idahn,
February 8, 1884.

Editor Deseret News:

On Monday night, February 4th, 1884
by invitation of one of the merﬁberﬁ:
of the
Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ Asso-
ciations of the Samaria Ward. After
the opening exercises Master Edwin
Davis, a lad of about 11 years, made
the opening speech of welcome to all,
and it was done in a very creditable
manner. The programme was then
carried out. It consisted of songs, re-
citations, dialogues and speeches.
After the close of the programme
Brothers Henry Balenbroke and Geo.
Thomas, as missionaries from the
Young Men’s Associotion of Malad
Ward, gave some good instructions,
There is much credit due Brother
David Jenkin as President of the
oung men, and aiso Sister Mary Ann
illiams as President of the young
ladies, and their counselors, and in
fact all for the great interest taken in
the rising generation.

The health of the people, generally
speaking, is good.

We have plenty of snow, which
makes it very good sleighing.

At present there is a great demand
for young cattle. Stock-buvers are
around every day, P.B. P.

e e
A Singular Cattle Disease.

MoxNA, Feb. 9, 1854,
Editor Deseret News:

I have read an article in your paper
in relation to disease among cattle,and
thought I would give you my experi-
ence. I lost four calves out of ten this
week, of a disease similar to that de-
scribed in the article referred to. They
die in from three to 24 hours after be-
ing taken sick. One was found dead
this morning that appeared well last
evening. ‘Those that get well and
those that linger longest pass bloody
matter from the bowels, and the urine
is also bloody. Those that die sud-
denly do not show these symptoms,
but inwardly they are the same as the
others. The bowels, lungs aud other

from Irom

farts contain bloody and watery mat-
[ lost some last spring with the same



