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industry a cornucopia of plenty satis-
factory 1o the most exacting farmer who
has invested his money in this region.

The tendency here however, is toward
honiculture  The people regard their
lands as too valuable and productive
and capable ol too great returns, to

lant upon them more grain or fodder
g)aterial that is barely sufficient for
their tarinaceous needs and the require-
ments ol their stock. Almost every-
thing is here that is grown from the
Arctic circle to the equator. In fruits
the following are produced, many o1
them In the highest grade of perlection
known: oranges, limes, figs, banapnas
walnuts, praches, quinces, pears, apples,
lemuns, strawbernies, olives, pomegran-
ates, aliponds, nectarines, apricots,
pecan Duts, plums, gherrics, peanuls and
grapes of every variety, Besides these.
vegetables of every kind give a most
prolfic yieid and are grown ail the year
round. Many ot the deciduous fruns
tipen {rom three to four weeks earlier
than those of Calilorma, and have the
advantages of the earlicst markets and
hjghest prices.  Oranges are grown to
perfection and ripen thoroughly long
beior= frosi is kmuwn. [In this respect
the Salt River valley is superor to Cali-
fornia and Florida as well.

Cotit nan1 tabacco are also raised,
and one farmer is growing canaigre and
growing it successiuly. Cana Agria as
it should be called, meaning *sour
cane,” is admitted, as 1he reader doubt-
Jess knows, to be the best maierial lor
tannic extract in the world. 1t is rapid
ly taking the place of costly exiracts
hithertu procured at enormous expeuse
from the lowlands of the Lesser Ganges
in the country around Caicuita, mn East
India,'and should be more extensively
cultivaied tham it is.

Bricfly, such is the agri-horticultural
phase ol the Sait River valley, a land of
wonderful fertiity, maniiuld 1n its pro-
ductions and bounteous in reinrn for the
labor bestowed. It may nui inaptly be
termed a beautiful oasis in the drears
desert which streiches' beiween the
corn fields of Kansas and the groves
and vineyards of souithern Calilornia.

In pomnt ot landscape beawy this
valley 1s unsurpassed either beneasth 1he
szure skies of ltaly or im the distanc
South Sea Isles. Th« mouniains which
form a graceful background to the per-
spective, are massed n g'orious coniu
sion range upon range, until the loftiest
and most distant peaks, snowclad, melt
into the almost translucent blue of hea-
ven’s perfect ether.  The tints that rest
upon them m the early morning and at
eventide are soft as nature’s painung on
a shell. Here a deep, rich, russet
brown, while there a pale pink played
upon with blue. In the twihght houts
the sun’s parting kiss to heaven is re-
flected dgain in the softly shiiting
shadows that are floaling there. Qu
every side a pertect perspective preva ls.
No uncoutn foothills mar the middle
ground, but field on hcld of emerald
grecn lead the eve in entrancing vista

to their gentle lights.
N. W. McLson.

MEsA, ARIZONA.

THE ORATORICAL CONTEST.

THE oratorical socie:y of the Univers-
ity of Michigan was organized some five
years ago; the object is tu fosier an in-
terest 10 . ratory, aud to take partin the
contests of the Northern Qratorical

League. There are seven competing
oratoss in the contest {which takes place
annually), chosen from the students of
the Universily that have not received a
degree, and these are chosen by a pre-
liminary contest from the senior, jumor
and sophomore classes of the literary
and law departmenis. The contestants
iIn the preliminary contest receiving

in freeing the slaves; and finally, they
were poor.

Poverty, superstition, unpopular doc-
trines—these were the crimes. For
such crimes, fourteen thousand inhab-
ilants were driven from their homes in
mid-winter. In the Middle Ages? No;
in the nineteenth century. In Russia?
No; in America, fourteen thousand in-

first and second positions are sent 10| habitants driven from their homes in

the final contest as representatives of |1, dead of winter}

The sick were torn

their classes, the “‘seniors' only bemng | fom their beds and thrust out into

granted 1wo represeniatives, the otner
classes one each. Utah received the
bighest honors in 1he first contest
through the efforts of J."E. Hickman.
Io true oratory and an earnesiness that
was inspinng, he tuld of the sufferings
ot the Mormons and of their pilgrimage
from Missourito Ulah, The audience
was held spellbound during the entire
oration, and when he told ot his wife’s
mother carrying her babe across the
plains, a deathlike silence filled the
room. Mr. Hickman did not expeci 10
win when he began his oration. *‘If |
can only get into Umversity Hall with
my spesch and vindicate my peopl-
tfrom the wrongs which have been
heaped upon them, | shall be satisfied,”
he said some weeks ago. He has done
more than thatl

THE BANISHMENT OF THE MORMON
PEQPLE.

My subject is a most unpopular one.
It was chusen oot 10 herald an unpopu-
lar faith, but to defend the cause of
ciwvil and rel gious liberty against unwar-:
ranted prejudice; mot 1o advocate the
tenets ot amy religion; but defend the
cause of virtue apd order agamst the
enemies of all divine and human laws,
| keenly realize the disadvantage al
which I am placed in deiend ng this
much misunderstuod peoole And | am
put ignorant of the prejudice existing
upon this subject. There ore, [ ask you

I

do not judee until their history is heldI

up to the light ot reason.

Though this people originated in
New York, I will not speak of thelr his
tory until we find them in the western
part of Missoun, where they had gone
and built themselves comfortabie homes
with the view of worshipping Gud ac-
cording to the dictates of their con-
sciehce. But as their religion was dil
fercot from the accepted beliet of the
day, they soon began to be rnidiculed,
then to be persecuted; finally organized
mubs assembied, and burning their
nomes, tarred, feathered and whipped
many of their people. In their extieme
suffering, they applied for prutection to
judge, priest and governor, but received
nome. They even petitioned President
Van Buren, who replied: **Your cause is
just, but I can do nothing lor you.”
Bauocruft, the great American historian,
~ays that banded mobs went from sétt-e-
ment to settlement of the Mourmons,
burning their homes, kiiling or driving
tne unoffunding inhabitants into exile
In one place. they murdered every man,
woman and child. And among the
number killed was an oid Revolutionary
veteran, who had tought for our inde-
pendence. Says the hisiorian: ““Never
i :avage of other wariare was there an
act more dastardly or brumal.” The
Missounans in order that they might
bave a manile to cover their crueity,
drew up resolutivns. They said that
the Mormons nelieved in prophets,
etc., 1m revelations, and that they were
supersiitious; that, being mostly from
the New England Siates, they believed

the midnight air, and compelled to seek
salety in some bleak forest. There
were shivering little children, there
were infants, homeless but for amother’s
arms, couchless but for a mother's
breast. In such distress, pursued by
merciless oppressors, they left the
tracks of their bleeding ieet upon the
snows of their patnway- Humeless,
shivering, heartbroken and plundered,
they sought shelter in the uninhabited
plains oi lilinois.

In this bleak wilderness, far from the
inhumanity of man, the fugitives did for
a time find peace and rest. Durniag the
six years which 1hey were permiited to

remain in Ilhnois they built several
villages, besides Nauvoo, a city of
twenty thousand inhabitants. They es-

tablished schoo!s, lounded a university
and built a magnificent temple. -*‘It
must be admitted,” says Bancroft, ‘‘that
the Mormons in Missouri and illinois
were more hone-t, temperate, hard-
working, self-denying and thrilty people
ihan those by whoni they were sur-
rounded ** Whatever was the cause
that led to their expulsion from [llinois,
it was not due to any crimes ol theirs,
unless 1t was an offense to profess a
difterent creed and worship at a differ-
ent shrine  But Governor Ford{said that
afl manner ot trumpes up charges were
brought against 1themand those charges -
were withuut fourdation, for the Mor-
miuns had commiited no such uffenses.
On a pretended charge Juseph Smith
and others were arrcsied and takeu to
Carthage under the sworn protection of
ihe Guvernor. It is said that juseph
Smith had a premonition of his terrible
iate and said: “'I am poing like a Jamh
to the slaughter; but I am as calm as a
summer murning. [ have a cunscience
vuid of cffense towards God, and to.
wards all men. I shall die innocent,
and it yet will be said of me, ‘He was
murdered in cold blood.”” The pext
day after this preoiciion he and his
brother were killed in Carthage Jail
Again mob law reigned and men fost
their reason. The Mormons were or-
ered from the state; their homes were
robbed and laid inashes. Tne scenes ot
Missouri were being repeated, Scarce
had the lights of their burning homes
died out, when, with scanty hoard, they
crossed the Mississippi, On the first
night of therr exudus, February gsth,
1844, nine wives became mothers.
How those innocent babes, sick and
delicate mothers, were cared for under
such conditivns is lelt ts1he imagina-
1i+.n ot the sensitive hearer. Was it
in Russia, Tartary or Hindoostan that
people had 10 fl-e for opmion’s sakep
As thdse exiles departed, at the 10p of
every hill they could be seen looking
back like banished Moo's on their aban-
doned homes, and their distant temple
with its glittering spires.

Let me observe here that there were
many honest souls in Missouri and
IHinois who cried out against such in-
justice; but, az is too ofien the case
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