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industry a cornucopia of plenty satis
factory to the most exacting farmer who
has invested his money in this region

the tendency here however is toward
horkihorticultureculture the people regard their
lands as too valuable and productive
and capable of too great returns to
plantant upon them more grain or fodder
materialaderial that is barely sufficient for
their farinaceous needs and the require
ments of their stock almost every
vangthing is here that is grown from the
arctic circle to the equator in fruits
the following are produced many olof
them in the highest grade of perfection
known oranges limes figs bananas
walnuts peaches quinces pears apples
lemons strawberries olives
ateatesS almonds nectarinesnecta rines apricots
pecan nuts plums cherries peanutstits and

rapesgrapes of every variety besides these
vegetables of every kind give a most
prolificifiL yield and are grown all the year
round many olof the deciduous fruits
ripen from three to four weeks earlier
than those of california and have the
advantages of the earliest markets and
highest prices oranges are grown to
perfectionrefection and ripen thoroughly long
codrbedord frost is known in this respect
the salt river valley is superior to cali-

f forniaforma and florida as well
cott n an i1 are also raised

and one farmer isis growing and
growing it y cana agria as
ftrowingshould be called meaning sour

U caneI1 is admitted as the reader doubt-
y less knows to be the best material for
ayiy tannic extract in the world it is rapid

pitr ly taking the place of costly extracts
hitherto procured at enormous expense
from the lowlands of the lesser ganges

S in thebe country around calcuttautta in easteasi
india and should be more extensively

ITif
cultivated than it isis

rf briefly such is the agri horticultural
phase olof the salt river valley a land otofy wonderful fertility manifoldmanituld in its pro
ductdictionsI1onsions and bounteous in reburn for the

y labor bestowed it may not inaptly be

t termed a beautiful oarisoa- is inin the dreary
desert which stretches between the
corn fields of kansas and the groves

ts and vineyards of southern californiaCali lornia
i in point of landscape beauty this

fa valley is ansurunsurpassedassed either beneath the
C azure skies of01 italy or in the distant

P south sea isles th mountains which
y forniform a graceful background to the per

pec tive are massed iinn gloriousgiorious coconluanju

f ion range upon range until the loftiestloltieloftiestst
ft and most distant peaks snowclad melt

into the almost translucent blue of hea-
vens perfect ether the tints that rest
upon them in the early morning and at
eventide are soft as natures painting on

wf a shell here a deep rich russet
brown while there a pale pink played

K upon with blue in the twilight hours
the sunsburts parting kiss to heaven is re-
flected again in the softly shiftingshit ting
shadows that are floating there onoil
every sidebide a perfect perspective preva Is
no uncouth foothills mar the middle
ground but field on fildarid of emerald
green lead the edyeeye inin entrancing vista
to their gentle lights

N W MCLEOD
MESA AitARIZONAIZONA

THE oratorical CONTEST

THE oratorical bociey of the univers-
ity of michigan was organized some livefive
years ago the object is to foster an in
terest in and to take part in the
contests of the northern oratorical

kSK

league there are seven competing
orators in the contest which takes place
annually chosen from the students of
the uniuniversityhersityversity that have not received a
degree and these are chosen by a pre-
liminary contest from the senior junior
and sophomore classes of the literary
and law departments the contestants
in the preliminary contest receiving
first and second positions are sent to
the final contest as representatives of
their classes the seniors only being
granted two representatives the otner
classes one each utah received the
highest honors inin the first contest
through the efforts of J E hickman
in true oratory and an earnestness thatthai
was inspiring he told of the sufferings
otof the mormonscormons and of0 their pilgrimage
from missouri to utah the audience
was held spellbound during the entire
oration and when he told olof his cifes
mother carrying her babe across the
plains a deathlike silence filled the
room mr hickman did not expect to
win when he began his oration if I1
can only get into university hall with
my speechspec ch and vindicate my people
from the wrongs which have been
heaped upon them I1 shall be satisfied
he said some weeks ago he has done
more than that

THE banishment OF THE MORMON
PEOPLE

my subject is a most unpopular one
it was chosen not to herald an
lar faith but to defend the cause of
civil and rel bious liberty against unwar-
ranted prejudice not to advocateadv 0 cate the

I1 tenets otol any religion but defend the
cause of virtue and order against the
enemies of all divine and human lawflaw
I1 keenly realize the disadvantage atai
which I1 am placed in defend ng thisthi
much misunderstood peddle and I1 am
not ignorant of the prejudice existing
upon this subject there ore I1 ask you
do not udeludve until their history is held
up to the light olof reason

though this people originated inin
new york I1 will not speak of their his
tory until we find them in the western
part of missouri where they had gone
and built themselves comfortable homes
with the view of worshippingworshipping gudgod ac
cording to the dictates of thier con-
science but as their religion was dildif
terent from the accepted beliefbelie of the
day they soon began to be ridiculed
then to be persecuted finally organized
rnmobsabs assembled and burning their
homhomeses tarred feathered and whipped
many of their people in their extreme
suffering they applied for protection to
judge priest and governor but received
none they even petitioned president
van buren who replied your cause is
just but I1 can do nothing lorfor you
bancroftHan cruft the great american historian
ays that banded mobs went from settsimee-

ment to settlement of the mormonscormonsMormons
burning their homes killing or driving
vietoe unoffending inhabitantsinhabitant into exile
in one place they murdered every man
womanomani and child and among the
number killed was an old revolutionary
veteran who had fought for our inde
pendence says the never
in ravage or other warfare was there finan
act more dastardly or brutal the
Missourmissouriansians in order that they might
have a mantle to cover their cruelty
drew up resolutions they said that
the mormonscormons believed in prophets
etcetc in revelations and that they were
superstitious that being mostly from
the new england states they believed

in freeing the slaves and finally they
were poor

poverty superstition unpopular doc-
trines these were the crimes for
such crimes fourteenlourteen thousand inhab-
itants were driven from their homes in
midwintermid winter in the middle ages no
in the nineteenth century in russia
no in america fourteen thousand in-
habitants driven from their homes in
the dead of winter the sick were torn
from their beds and thrust out into
the midnight air and compelled to seek
safety inin some bleak forest there
were shivering little children there
were infants homeless but torfor a mothers
arms couch less but for a mothers
breast in such distress pursued by
merciless oppressors they left the
tracks of their bleeding feet upon the
snows of their pathway homeless
shivering heartbroken and plundered
they sought shelter in the uninhabited
plains of01 illinois

in this bleak wilderness far from the
inhumanity of man the fugitives did for
a time find peace and rest during the
six years which they were permitted to
remain in illinois they built several
vilivillagesages besides nauvoo a city of
twenty thousand inhabitants they es-
tablished schools founded a university
and built a magnificent temple it
must be admitted saysgays bancroft tuatmat
the mormonscormons in missouri and illinois
were more honethonest temperate hard-
working self denying and thrifty people
than those bybv whom they were sur-
rounded whatever was the cause
that led to their expulsion from illinois
it was not due to any crimes olof theirs
unless it was an offense to professpro fetes a
different creed and worship at a differ-
ent shrine but governor Ford isaidsaid that
all manner olof trumped up charges were
brought against i themhem and those charges
were without foundation for the mor
munsmons hadbad committed no such offenses
on a pretended charge joseph smith
and others were arrested ana taken to
carthage under the sworn protection of
the governor it is said that jusephjoseph
smith had a premonition of his terrible
late and said 1 I am yinggoing like a lamb
to the slaughter but 1 am as calm as a
summer morning I1 have a conscience
void of0 offense towards god and to
wards all men I1 shall die innocentsinnocent
and it yet will be said of me he was
murdered in cold blood the next
day after thisIs prediction he and his
brother were killed in Carthacarthagegp jail
again mob law reigned and men lost
their reason the mormonscormons were or

ered from the state their homes werewem
robbed and laid mashes ane scenes olof
missouri were being repeated scarce
had the lights of their burning home
died out when with scanty hoard they
crocrossedased the mississippi on the first
night of their exodus february fth
1844 nine wives became mokmothershers
how those innocent babes sick and
tiedelicatelicate mothers werewere cared for under
such conditions is left t the imimagina-
tion

ina
it- in otof the sensitive hearerbeater mawas it
in russia or Hin doostan that
people had to for opinions sake
As those exiles departed at the top of
every hill they could be seen looking
back like banished moos on their aban-
doned homes and their distant temple
with its glittering spires

let me observe here that there were
many honest souls in missouri and
illinois who cried out Bicainst such in
justice but as is too often the casecafe


