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agricultural coloniescplonies and will stimulate
chile earnestly desires

immigration and asaa far as lies in her
power endeavors to encourage it she
conconsidersalders it one of the chief factors of
herber progress we need more in
chile and we have here a country
which if properly cultivated wouldsupport many times our present popu-
lation

after a quequestionEption as to the nitrate de-
posits which the president answered
by saying that he investigations show
ahm they will last for a long time yet
1I asked his excellency what chile
thought of the monroe do citrine this
was a rather delicatedeillate question as
many people down here think that the
united states wishes to control the
polleypolicy of the two continentsts his
writtenwrit tentea answer however was asaa fol-
lows

the international polleypolicy of chile has
always tended towards the maintien
aunce of peace and ithe strengthening of
her politicalcal and commercial relations
with the nations of the american con-
tinent nadand I1 believe that this policy
does not depart from one odtheof the phases
perhaps ithe mostmoet important one of themonroe doctrine

correspondent will the pending
question between chile and the argen-
tine be adjusted or is there
likely to be a conflict of arms
athe president 1 I am confident that
the matters now pending between the
argentine and chile will be peaceably
arranged and I1 believe that both gov-
ernmentsernern ments are anxious that they should
be this closes the interview

chile is a republic but there are a
number of differences between its con-
stitutionution and that of the united states
the chilean president is elected for
livefive years instead of four and he is not
eligible for a second term the presi-
dential election day is june of the
fifth year of each presidency and knau

Tu ration day is september of the
same year both of these dates are in
the winter months and the of sep

lais also the chilean day of inde-
pendencependence corresponding to our ath of
july the president of chile gets a
salary of for expenses this is
howeverbowever in chilean money so that it
laIs equal just now to not more than

in american gold president
errazuriz probably spends several times
this sumgum every year the president has
the vetoareto power the same as our presi-
dent hashaa but hishia veto can be overriddenover riden
by a two thirds majority of the mem-
bers of congress present at the time
the measure tois brought back and the
political situation Isi suchauch that when
a presidential measure fallsfails it toIs usual-lyly the custom for the cabinet to resign
so that chile has a new cabinet I1 am
told on the average once a month in
addition to his cabinet which is made
up of ministers after muan the same
lines asan those of our cabinet the chil-
ian president has a counsel of state
toconsistingmisting of ove members tipappointedpointed by
himself and six chosen by congress

chileansChi leans cannot vote until they axeare
twenty five years of age if they are
unmarried but married men can vote
at the age of twenty one members of
taleth house of deputies which corres-
ponds to our house of representatives
must have an income of 2100 sterling
a year and senators must have an in-
come of 2400 or 2000 a year congress
attsalts in regular from june lot
until september lot every year but the
president can call an extra session
whenever he chooses the building
known as the houses of congress was
burned a year or so ago and is now be-

y ing rebuilt it was an adwill be the aln
esteat building in santiago it coverscavers a
full square of ground and looked not
unlike some of our great buildings at
washington save it was made of brick

with terra cotta stucco instead
of granite or marble the walls of the

building still stand and within a short
time it will be again ready for occu-
pancy at present the lower house is
meeting in one of the halls of the uni-
versity of santiago and the senate
holds its sessions in one of the build-
ings devoted to the government depart-
ments the sessions of congress are
often very stormy the chileansChi leans are
fond of politics and you will hear more
political talk here in a day than you
hear in washington in a week there
are two great political parties the con-

servativesserva tives and the liberals each of
which has a number of subdivisions i

the conservatives are the more corn- icom- i

pact but the liberals are much the
more numerous and they are represent-
ed by the power now in power they
are the progressive party and they ad-
vocate popular education the elevation
of the masses and everything modern
the conservatives are more what their
name implies and they include also the
clerical or church element which hetehere
in chile has enormous influence

one of the curious divisorsdivisons of the
presidentspresdents cabinet is the branch or de-
partmentpartment of worship and coloniza-
tioni catholicism is the state religion
and the catholicCot holic church receives a cer-
tain amount every year from the gov-
ernment treasury nearly all of the
chileansChi leans are catholics and all church
affairs of note are attended by the gov-
ernment officials on the chilean an-
niversaryniver sary of its day of independence
the president and all of his officials in-
cluding the officers of the army and
navy attend church the other day a
celebrated bishop who had been dead
for I1 dont know how long was honored

1 with a new monument in the cathedral
of santiago and this was made the
boccoccasionislon of a great celebration I1 went
in company with the american minis-
ter and found that nearly all of the
foreign diplomats were present the
president the general of the army and
the admiral of the navy were there in
their official dress and during the cere-
monies all kneeled again and again in
unison with the priests and other
church dignitaries I1 am told how-
ever that within recent years other re-
ligions have been more tolerated by
chile than almost any other south
american country there are two large
american schools here in santiago
one supported by the methodist and the

1 other by the presbyterian churches of
i the united states and there are other
missionary colleges and chuchurchesrenes in
different parts of the country these
are tolerated however on the grounds
of modern progress rather than from
any desire of the chileansChi leans tn change
their religion they are I1 believe sat-
isfied with catholicism though the
educated chilean man does not like the
way in which the church meddles with
political matters he does not go to
church except on sundays and feastdays and like many other men outont
side of south america he leaves most
of the church exercises to his wife and
daughters the women of chile are
one of the strongest elements in up-
holding catholicism and its influencethey are very devout you see them
in the churches week day and sunday
kneeling on the stone floors and saying
their prayers you meet them on the
streets going to confess or mass rachachr
carrying a prayer rug in one hand and
a prayer book in the other and if you
will enter the churches you may per-
haps see a pretty devotee who will
look at you out of the talltail of her eye
as she mumbles her prayers with a
cross old duenna in the background
As in peru and bolivia the women in
chile wear solid black whenthen they itogo to
church they cover their heads with
black mantas and a church congrega-
tion makes youvou think of a nunnery

with all of the nuns clad in blackindeed to wear white at such timesa sign of grief and shame rather tsuwaof purity and joy it is the CUcustom forwomen who have done wrong to put oronwhite shawls to show that they ateaftpenitent and are resolved to be roodgoodfor the future I1 have seen severalvery pretty girls so dressed and asthey passed have thought of hahawstory of the scarlet letterand wondered if in some cases thereshould not be a priest walking besidethem
the catholic church here is enor-mously wealthy I1 have heard it gaitithat its property in santiago alone leworth more than a hundred milliongold dollars it has some of the bestbeatbusiness blocks of the city the wholeof one side of the plaza which I1is thevery center of the most valuable ofsantiago business property is taken upunby the palace of the archbishop andby the cathedral and nproperty all about this belonging totethe church it has acres of storedsto v

thousands of rented houses and vastvast
haciendas upon which wine and othersotherthings are made for sale nearly SAMof this is controlled by the archbishopalthough much of the church pro jeertis held by its different orgaorganizationsrw

1
3the carmelite nuns of this city aarthe richest body of wwomenom en in southsou thamerica if not in the world they havewhole streets of rented houses neartheir nunnery and own also large farmswhich bring them in a steady iacomathese nuns never allow their faces tobe seen by men and if for any reason e
2

men must me employed in the nunnery
for the making of repairs et ceterathe nuns shroud their forms and heafy 3

in thick black cloth when pawing br 3
them of course no one is admadmieseted J
to the convent proper but throngh skfriend who has some influencece withthem I1 was admitted to the beutebeautifulchapel which they have establishestablishededgorfor

A

the use of their employedemp loyes and
ers in getting the permission we
talked with the nuns though we did notautsee them our speaking tube waa adumb waiter and the voice that tame
down was singularly sweet and asaa iheard it utter the soft musical
it deemeddeemed totoinee a shame that it 06as is the rufee ofaf the establishment baconfined to a whisper

the dominican friars also own rmantt 1

lionslion9 of dollars worth of property afetsantiago I1 walked for blocks ft f
houses every one of which I1 waswa
belong to them and paid them BB
monthly they dress in black
and gowns with soft white flannel
under gowns and they look quite imte

s

posing as they fling themselves aloft
the streets their church Is r
the finest in santiago it tois almost
a cathedral in size and appearance

i and
its altar serape of the most
this hemisphere when the altar attordered from europe the siziesize ot0 the
church was not considered and waft 6
it arrived it was found that it wraswa ttoo
big for the church the i good friars
did not know what to do for a
but as the altar had cost thousandsthou sanda
of dollars they concluded to build a
new church here however another
mistake was made it was found
the church had been enlarged too much
and that the space left for the altar
was now as much too big as it had
formerly been too little they filed
in the space however with other ma-
terial so that today the costly ajaltar
looks rather patchy after all
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