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agricuitural colonies and will stimulate'

immlgration. Chile earnestly dealres
immigratinn and as far as lies in her
power endeavors to encourage it. She
conslders it one of the chlef factors of
her progress. We need more peojpe in
Chlle, and we have here a country
which, if properly cultivated. would
suppont many times our presemt popu-
lation.” .

After a question as to the nltrate de.'
poslés which the president answered
by saying that he Investigatbons show
ithrat they will last for a long time yet,
I wasked his excellency what Chlle
thought of the Monrpe doctrlne. This
wias a rathe delicate question, as
many people down here think that the
Unlted States wishes +o control the
policy of the two contlments. His
written answer, however, was as fol-,
lows: |

'“The international polley of Chile has
always tended towards the mainten-
ance of peace and ithe strengthening of
her political and commerclal relations
with the nmationz of the American con-
tinent, and I belleve ‘that this pollcy
does not depart from one of the phases,
perhaps ithe most important one, of the
Monroe doctrine.

Correspondent—*"WIIt the pending
questlon between Chile and the Argen-
tine be amicably adjusted or is there
likely to be a conftict of arms?"
zThe Presldent—"I am confident that
the matters now pending between the
Argentine and Chile will be peaceably
arranged, and 1 belleve that both gov-
ernments are anxious that they should
be,” This closes the interview.

Chile 18 a republic, but there are a
number of differences between itz con-
gtitution and that of the United States.
The Chillean president is elected for
five years Instead of four, and he !s not
ellgible for a second term. The presi-
dentlal electlon day Is June 256th of the
fifth year of each presldency and inau-
guratlon day I3 September 18th, of the
aame yeal, Both of these dates are in
the winter months, and the 18th of Sep-
tember is also the Chilean day of inde-
pendence corresponding to our 4th of
July. The president of Chile gets a
salary of 312,000 for expenses. This Is,
‘however, In Chllean money, so that it
fa equal just now to not more than
$11,000 in American gold. President
Errazuriz probably spends several times
this sum every year. The prestdent has
the veto power the same as our Preasi-
‘dent has, but his veto can be overriden

building still stand and within a short
time it wiil be again ready for oeccu-
pancy. At present the lower house iIs
meeting In one of the halls of the unl-
vergity of Santlago, and the senate
holds its sessions in one of the build-
ings devoted to the government depart-
ments. The seaslons of congress are
often very stormy. The Chileans are
fond of polities and you will-hear more
politlcal talk here in a day than you
hear fn Washlngton in a week. There
are two great political partles, the con-
servatives and the llberals, each of
which has a number of subdivisions,
The conservatives are the more com-
pact, but the liberals are much the
more numerpus, and they are represent-
ed by the power now in power. They
are the progressjve party and they ad-
vocate popular education, the elevation
of the masges and everything modern.
The conservatives are more what their|
name implies, and they include also the
clerleal or church element, which here|
in Chile has enormous influence.

One of the curlous divisons of the|

presdent’'s cabiuet is the branch or de-
partment of “worship and coloniza-
tion.” Catholicism is the state relizion,
and the Cotholic church recelves a cer-
tain amount every year from the gov-
ernment treasury. Nearly all of the

|Ch1]eans are Cathollcs, and all church

affairs of note are attended by the gov-
ernment officials. On the Chilean an-
niversary of its "day of independence,”
the president and all of his offieials, in-
cluding the officers of the army and
navy, attend church. The other day a
celebrated blshop who had been dead
for I don't know how long was honored
with a new monument in the Cathcdral
nf Santiago, and thls was made the
occasfon of a great celebration. I went
in company with the American minis-
ter, and found that wnearly all of the
foreign diplomats were present. The
president, the general of the army and
the admiral of the navy were there in
their offielal dress, and during ine cere-
mofiles all kneeled agailn and again in
unison with the prieasts and other
church dignitaries, 1 am told, how-
ever, that within recent years other re-
llgions have been more tolerated by
Chile than almost any other Jouth
American country, There are two large
American schoolge here in Santiago,
one supported by the Methodlst and the

'other by the Presbyterian churches of

by a two-thirds majority of the mem-'the United States, and there are other

bers of congress present at the time
the measure Is bhrought back, and the
political sltuation iz such that when
a presidentlal measure fails it 1s usual-
-1y the custom for the cabinet to resign,’
50 that Chile has a new cabinet I am
toid, on the average once a month, In
addition to his cabinet, which s made
up of minlsters after muen the same
llnes as those of our cablnet, the Chll-
lan presldent has a counsel of state,
consisting of five members appolnted by
himself and slx chosen by congress.
Chileans cannot vote until they are
twenty-five years of age If they are
unmarried, but marriled men can vote
At the age of twenty-one. Members of
the house of deputies, which correa-
ponds to our House of Representatives,
must have an Income of £100 steriing
a year, and senators must have an In-
come of £400, or 32,000 a year, Congress
sits In regular sesion from June lst
untfl September 1st every year, but the
spresldent can call an extra session
whenever he chooses. The bullding
‘known as lhe houses ol congreas was
burned a yearl or so ago and Is now be-
Jng rebullt, It was an dwill be the fin-
est bullding in Santlago. It covers a
full square of ground and looked not
unlike some of our great buildings at
‘Washington, save It was made of briek
<covered -with terra cotta stucco instead
of granite or marble. The walls of the
i

missionary colleges and churcnes in
different parts of the country, These
are tolerated, however, on the grounds
of modern progress rather than from
any desire of the Chileans tn change
their religion. They are, I belleve, sat-
{sfled with Catholicism, though the
educated Chilean man does not like the
way in which the chureh meddles with
political matters. He does not go to
church except on Sundays and feast
days. and, like many other men out-
gide of SBouth America, he leaves rast
of the church exercises o his wife and
daughters. The women of Chile are
one of the strongest elements in up-
holding Cathollelam and its Influenre,
They are very devout, You see them
in the churches week day and Sunday
kneellng on the stone fMoors and saying
their prayeras. You meet them on the
streets goling to confess or mass, fach
carrying a prayer rug In one hand and
a prayer book in the other, and if you
will enter the churches you may, per-
haps, see a pretty devotee who will
look at you out of the tall of her c¢ve
ag she mumbles her prayers with a.
crogs old duenna In the background.
Afs in Peru and Bolivia, the women in
Chile wear solid black when they go to
church. They cover their heads with
black mantas, and a church congrega-
tlon makes vou think of a punnery

with all of the nuns clad in black
Indeed, to wear white at such times ig
a sign of grief and shame rather than
of purity and joy. It is the custom for
women who have done wrong to put on
white shawls to show that they are
penitent and are resolved to be good
for the future. I have seep several
very pretty girls s0 dresged and as
they passed have thought qf Haw-
thorne's story of the “Scarlet Letter,"
and wondered If in Bome camey theli'e
:{::;Id not be a priest walklng beside
The Catholic church
mously wealthy,
that its property i

here ig enor-
I have hearg it said

n Santlago al
worth more than a hundregd r:?lTicplz

gold dollars. It has sdme

business blocks of the clty. Orfrhtgewt})“e)?t
of one side of the Plaza, which fs the
very center of the most valyaple oer
S8antiago business property, ig taken u
by the palace of the archbishop an?i
by the cathedral, and there ls other
property all about this belonging to
the church. It has acres of stores
thousands of rented houses gang vasi
haelendas upon which wine apg other
things are made for sale, Nearly alt
of this is controlled by the g

Tehb
atthough much of the church pr(,lirelr?t‘;
is held hy Its different organizations.

The Carmelite nuns of thj
the richest body of
Amerlea, if not In the world, T
whole streets of rented hm:;:g 2.%:?.
their nunnery and own also large farms
which bring them in a steady income
These nuns never allow thejr faces to
be seen by men, and if for any yeason
men muat me emploved In the nunpery
for the making Of repairs, et cetera
the nuns shroud thelr forms ang heada
fn thick black cloth when bassing by
them, Of course no one is adm:tted
to the convent proper, but throuéi; a
friend who has some {nfluence with
them I was admitted to the beautify
chapel which they have established for
the use of their emploves and gutsid.
ers. In getting the permission we
talked with the nuns,though we dig net
see them. OuUr speaking tube was a
dumb walter, and the volce that came
down was singularly sweet, and ag 1
heard it utter the =oft musical Spanjsh
it seemed to gne a shame that it should
as Is the rule of the establishment, be
confined to a whisper,

The Dominican Friars also own mi-
llons of dollars’ worth of property (ip
Santiago. I walked for blocks past
houses every one of which I was gola
belong to them and paid them rent
monthly. They dress in black wnatas
and gowns, with soft white flanpel
undergowns, and they look quite im-
posing as they¥ fiing themselves along
the streets. Their church is perhaps
the flnest In Santlago. It is almost
a cathedrali in size and appearance, and
its altar is one of the most bedutiful on
thiz hemisphere. When the altar waas
ordered from Europe the size of tha
chureh was not considered, and when
it arrlved 1t was found that it was too
blg for the church. Theigood friars
did not know what to do for a time,
but, as the altar had cost thousanda
of dollars, they concluded to bulld a
new church. Here, however, another
mistaka was made. It was found that
the church had been enlarged toc much,
and that the space left for the altar
was now as much too big as It had
formerly been too little. They filed
in the space, however, with other ma-
terial, so that today the costly altar
looks rather patchy, after all.
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3 city are
Women in South

Privates W. M, Holden and Louis
Dunn of company I, Fifty-irat Jowa,
have died at the division hospital at
San Franelsco.



