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Tbe fourth year In jibe natiop'a calen-
dar I Always year of which thought-
ful and sober-mind- ed Americans are
ashamed , , . . ... ? ri ',- -

( . ' .i
We have State, county, and muBiclp- -

al elecUOixV more or less, urery ycari
i and they are conducted generally in a

v way to make one blush for his country
' anillila ktndv nuton the fourth year
'. cornea the . nnlverial il atterbellow and

blare, for in that year the country ts in
agony about the next President. -

The newsDaDersc which, have shown
during the three years preceding some
faint KilmrjstnES or sense occasionally.
now torn idiotic in xnass; i Dash, driv
el and Ilea are. the food they offer
"lntelllirent imbUc" for some months
continnoualT: It is "the eve of Presi
dentlal . election '? and they? have no
room for anything else. JThere is gen-eral- lv

nothlne to choose from "between
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Thaaori of staff which their-conduet- -

ors imagine will Influence ,. i'Intelligentvoters" Ja ad insult to any, people, that
claims ; w w? aemi-civiuze- a.- inaeea,

. take any one ofour leading; political pa-- i
pera hmorrow and look as what It lays
oefore its readers as arrnment foT Its
own side' and against the other, and
confess that no hostile European opinion
of the American nation was ever so

' low as the opinion which must bs en

fc'l y.wn be offara at prieaa. tbat defy ooaci

. . , csnitan e tor la.w Mtrui
tertained, and is virtually expressed, byour own political press.

' Than the: political newspaper there
la only one grosser insult ottered to the

f-- American neoole' in ca 'Presidential cam
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algn, and that la the atump speech.
A numberof rentlemen, with more

- or less power of langs-wh- are nerved
by the desire to retain cilices they now

, hold, or to get ethers In tho future, go" about the country making : speeches for
one or the other of thaxlval candidates.
The stuff of which, they are delivered is
beneath contempt.. They know it is,
themselves-so- me of them, at least.

- . When not delivering 'such speeches,
many of . them are, Intelligent gentle-
men, tolerably educated,-- J with some
reading and some power of reflection.
The moment they taselhe stump theycast sense and moderation;' reason and
truth, to the winds.; They are trying to
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; they entertain of the rjas"i la seen in
the style of talk thev hold with them.
There la no sight more pitiful than the
uvuowing genueaun eenator or con- -

i grewmtn on tne stump In a Presidential
.. canvass; none more mortifying to aman

i , proud of his country than he and the
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crowq aoouc nun in . speech. the
:. vuesrs, u nags, we or&sa Dana, tae
. mexsureiesa idiocy or the whole perform-

ance. The good sense and the goodname of the nation are inanlted ahd
trampled upon and,- - on the side of the
speaker, often knowinglr. His opin
ion coma not or plainer n ne preiaceaeach senseless yell for , "our aide" with
the remark: 'You are all a pack of
fools." - - ; f- -' .

Woareonce moreni4' the middle of
one cf these natldnal quadrennial fits.
In some respects ltr 1-- " disgracefullyworse than any that has preceded itHitherto the weapons of these stupidcontests have been only the tongue and
the pen, But the advance : of art' has
now given tts the pencil and the graver!The lUustrated papers ' have entered the
Held, and the picturocanbe , meaner,foolar" and falar tban the nen or the
tongue dare be.. At the same time It- - iaa weapon far more elective, for the voter
wno caanoj reaa, or cannot re job, can
usuaiiy scf the weighty argument of the
flcture. The demagogue , has such a

pf the. voting .intelligenceof his "enlightened fellow citizens,"that he will 'convince them by a carica-
ture! And havlng-ii-s low an opinion of
thefr decency! as ef their lnt&Uience,he trill make his carlc tore blapphem-ou- at- There arer no wortls capable of ex-
pressing the outrage , oir decency: and
common Christian feeling perpetrated

-- In one of these Illustrated papers, in a
certain caricature of the Temptation on
the Mountain, and In another, on the op
poaiteelde, in a caricature of the passageof the Bed " Sea. There seems to be
nothing, in a Presidential campaign, sa-
bered front the . asmaelawr "yulgarity 'and
fonlneas of a partisan preaa.-- - -

What shall be done about it 1 How
long ahall every sober and -- Intelligentcitlaen blush for his country How
long ahaUwtupidltyrfalseiiood.andi.vul-garft- y

run rampant every fourth year to
the disgrace of a country thai claim to
oe ine jortmossin tne march of aumani- -

There Is, in one view, no sight more
sublime than that at great people
calmly, carefully and cautiously electing
its ntiest man ana putting mm at its
head to rale and guide It. - Ideally it is
ui gxanuest exercise ex nauomu convic-
tion and national wllL One would sun- -

pose it would be ddne soberly .rationally;ana wita uue sense or lis importance.Wherever else we mlht find ; mere
master ana' ceuow, one- - wouia expectnot to find them In this national, crisis,
certainly not to find Intelligent people,who on other subjects can read, write
and reason, taking leave of their Intelli
gence ana putting weir iua lti.talsmatter in humbcj, brass and llev.V,

"But the people are '; not intelligentThe people are InSuts'Jcd . by ncia and
blaster, gulled by fakthoods end led by
tricks, cheated by pictures and banners,
preeeaslone and cannon flrinqr. and in- -
Mnenoed by stamp orators. What would
yoa cave7" jfe zU3t t t n ; nrsas . wenun ,nm "
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