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never bind.  In this question alone, and | settlements in Europe and Africa,
the answoer to il, arc involved both the | ( fuvenile fnstructor, vol. 9: 278). Olher

recognition and exposition of the whole

theory of gravitation.” {(Femily Bible,

Elblished by Henry 8. Goodspecil & Co.,
ew York, page 18.)

Here is another proof that Joseph
wag a prophet and an juspired mnn,
and that the Book of Abraham is true.

LUCATION OF ANGIENT EDEN.

1n 1832 Joseph Smith made the start-
ling declaration that the Garden of
" Eden had its existence on the Ameri-
can continent—even in Jackson Coun-
ty, Mo. Peopleasa rule ridiculed the
ideaand thought Joseph very ignorant
indeed in not knowing that which
every school boy at that tiiue was sup-
posed to know, that Asia wasihe cradle
of wnankindl. And when he further
declared that the Grand River Valley
in Daviess County, Mo., was the val-
ley where Adam our father had lved
and that he (Joseph) on an adjoining
hill had discovered the remnants of an
altar upon which the great Patriarch
had offered sacrifice, the world thought
tiat Jogeph Bmith was either a re-
ligious crank, a blasphemer or a fool. I
will introduce au item of history in or-
der to raake this more plain. It was in
thesummer of 1835 whentheSainis were
flocking into Missouri from different
parts of the country that it became evi-
dent that there would not be room for
all to settle in the immediate vicinity
of Far West, or in Caldwell: County.
The Prophet, therefore, together with
others, started out to select other gath-
eritg places. Arriving at a hill where
there was a fine spring of water, at a
point where Grand River suddenly
chanpes its course from 4 southerly to
an easterly direction, he wns struck
with the natural beauty of the country
and also with what he thought would
he a fine townsite on the slope of the
hill.  Accordingly, the accompanying
surveyors began their work of running
lines for streets and lots, and it was
decided to name the place Bpring Hill;
but they had not proceeded far when
the Lord, on May 19, 1838, gnve a reve-
lation through the FProphet Joseph,
naming the place Adam-ondi-Ahman,
‘‘because,’” eaids the Lord, it is the
plzce where Adam shall come to visit
his people, or the Ancientof Days shall
sity, as spoken of hy Daniel the Propl-
et.”” (Doc. and Cov., sec. 116.) Joseph
was also told that it was the piace
where Adam, as mentioned in a previ-
ous revelation, three yenars hefore his
death, blessed i)is posterity, when they
rose up and called him Michael the
Prince, the Archangel; and he, belng
full of the Holy Ghost, predicied what
should betall his posterity to ihe latest
generations. (Doc, and Cov., 107: 53-
56
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With all the claims of our American
people, none, so far as I know, had up
to that time imagined for our country
the honor of being the bome of our
first parents, but since then it has be-
eome & invorite theory with many. A
few years after Joseph had proclaimed
that the great Mississippl Valley was
the first Eome of man, the learned an-
tiguarian, Samuel L. Mitchell of New
York, with other gentlemen emipent
for their knowledge of natural history,
advanced the theory that A merica was
the land where Adam dwelt. He
supported his theory by tracing the
progress of colonics Westward from
America over the Pacific Ocean to new

seientists have remscned elaborately
from the relies found in different parts
¢t North and Bouth Amerien, and
have proven thiat the Wustern Conti-
nent was inhabited bdfore the flood.
Now, if Adam dweltin America, Noah
also uwelt here and must have built
his ark on this couniinent. Without
entering into a detailed argument fo
prove this, I wiil simpiy read the fol-
lowing frem an able and lengthy arti-
cle entitled “0ld Awmerica,”” wrilten
by G. M. O., and putlished in the ninth
volume of the Juwvernile fr.structor:

“Modern seicnce has given us very ac-
curately drawn eharts of the eourse of the
wind through the atinesphere sarronnd-
ing us. Wo have noreason to belicve
these wind currents have changed since
the creation. Now the prevailing eurrent
of wind over the central part of North
Amerien is from the west, and possibly
this was t(he course followed by the for-
nado during the deluge. Now if the ark
had been built in Armenia, where the
mountain Ararat is situated, and it is
found that the wind and eurreuts have a
genecral eastern direction, the ark wonld,
during tho otie hundred and filty days
or five monihs of the delnge (that is from
e commencement until the waters
gained their greatest depth), linve goie in
an easlern course, say at the rate of about
fo:ty miles a day, rome six thousand
miles or beyond Chinn: or if it tonted
faster, it would have | 1t the ark some-
where inthe Paeific Ocean. This would
he an nireasolable Leory to adopt, belng
entirely inconsistent. Bnt the ark heing
built in Awmerica, somewhere, we nay
imagline in the latitude of Missonri, when
taken np hy the eastern borne current,
and wafied by the hnrricane following
the same course, it is not out of the way
to suppose It to have progressed as far as
Ararit, some 8ix or sevea thousand miles
from Ameriel, even had it traveled at a
more rapid rale than forty os fifiy
iniles a day. Over sixteen hundred
years had pasgsed froul thd ereatlon umntil
the ark was finjshed. In thistime man-
kind had inereased and multiplied and
spread ont far beyond the  country
around Eden (the Mississippi Valley,
as signs of an antediluvian population
indicate, and wo may suppose the ark
wasg built some dislance east of the Gar-
den, between the States of New York and
Missouri. Coupls this supposition with
the circumstances connecled with the
tlood, tlse enrrens tiowing from Ameriea,
with the fact of the avk’s resting in an
onsterly direction from this eountry, and
we eall forin 1o other reasollable cuncln-
sion than that here the miraculons vossel
was construcled and freighted with its
trensure of animal life, and the progoeni-
tors designated aud sot apart to rencw the
hoinan race. That the ancielt Americans
know of the deluge is beyond dispnte, as
wo have several versions of thie story of
the tlood that have beenl hunded down as
tradition by different nations, and inones
instance we have a picture-writton de-
seription of it, an old Toltee reeord, for-
tunately prescrved from the wholesale
destruction that foliowed Lhe coguest.

Buffice it to say that it is no Jonger
considered an absurd theory that
America was the cradle of man,
and the home of Adam, Noah and the
other antediluvian patriarchs, but it
has taken many years of patient study
and thorough investigation of scientifle
problems for men of learning to come
to the same couclusion that Joseph
Smith did by revelation lLetween fif-
ty and sixty years ago. The following
was puLiished in the DESERET NEwS
of Sept. 18, 1888: E

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

A C3RROBORATIVE LISCOVERY.

~A short lime ago the Washington Post
made a remarkable statement rogarding
the location of the Gardon of Eden. It
announced that Dr. Camphell, of Versall-
les had lately discovered that it wason
this conlinent. and near where St. Lonis
now stands. That gentleman, according
to the Post, asserted that the Mississippi
River Is the Euphrates of Seripture, and
that the Bible furnishes evidence of the
correctness of Iiis concluslons, :

“Tt is probable that Dr. Campbell is 1ot
aware of the fact that he is not the discov-
erer of what he now announces, the
Prophet Joseph Smith having many
years ago stated that the Gardel of Eden
was focated in what is now known as the
Stale of Missonri. Tiie Prophet also,
pointed out the precise spot where Adam
dffered sacrifice to the Lord, and where,
us the great patriarcbal liead of the race,
he blessed his ehildren previons to his
departure from the carlh. Thut sacred
spot in Missonri was designated by the

rophet as Adam-ondl-Aham, the niean-
ing o which is—the lIand where Adam
dwelt.”” '

My coneclusion is this: [f scientific
men, by the evidences produceableai-
this late day can indicate that the Gar-
den of Eden was at or near the place
where 8t. Louis, Mo., now stands, the
Lord,who originally planted the garden
himself, could designate the exact spot
aud tell His prophet that that first gar-
den, the original paradise of man, waas
located in Jackson County, Mo., just
150 miles northwest ef Bt. Louie.

In connection with this, I desire 1o
relate a little experience of my own.
About two Years ago, in company with
Elders IZdward Btevenson and Joseph
3. Black, I visited Adam-ondi-Ah-
man, in Missouri, znd as we stood upon
the site of the altar that I have referred
to and looked over the heautiful valley
Iying south and east of us, I said to
myself, ““Can it be possible that these
stones—fragments of whirh I held in
my hand--were once parts of the altar
upon which our first parent offered
saerifice to God?”?

I hiad previously listened to the testi-
mony of I’residents Wilford WoodrufF,
A. O, Smoot and other men of prom-
inence and unimpeachable character,
to the effect that they were present
with the Prophet Joseph in 1588 when
the glorious facts relating to that
ticular fract of country were revealed,
But T desired a direct tesiimony from
the Lord coneerning the matter, and
consequently made it a subject of
prayer. And [ desire,on this oecasion,
to bear my testimony that I received
an answer to my prayer suflicjent to
eonvinee me that these things aretrue, °

MIRACULOUS ESCAPE PREDICTED.

On the 31st of October, 1838, Joseph
and a number of his brethren, all
prominent men in the Church, were
betrayed by Col. George M. Hinkle
into the handa of the moh militia who
had surrounded Far West, Mo., de-
termined to sack the towu. Although
Joseph had only beeu in Missotri a few
months and had not done the least
harm to a single solil there, nearly the
whole population of that State, inciud-
ing its highest officers, both civil and
military, had become so exasperated,
through the stream of lies which had
been circulated through the country
concerning the SBuints and their mo-
tives, that they had fully determined
to kill the leaders of the Chureh; and



