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them from the fury of persecution
The learned and eloquent the do tors
and ministers and chiefly the richrich forfor-

the
for-

the
for-

thethe confiscation of whose fortunes the
rapacious magistrates were perpetu-
ally

perpetuperpetu-perpetu-
ally

perpetu-
allyally gaping were the persons most ex-exex-
posed

exex-
posedposed to toethe dandangersers of the times

Not only was the infant church ex-exex-
posed

ex-
posed

exex-
posedposed to all the

TERRORS OF PERSECUTION
but there were other agencies at work
sapping its lite and vitality found inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe invasions thatt false teachers made
In the ranks of its members notwith-
standingstanding the eexpostulations of the
apostles and the elders It is true that
as the members of the church were
found adheringI to false doctrine they
werewere dealt with according to the diddis-dis-
cipline

disdis-
cipline of thetile church and where found
obstinate were excommunicated d and
so lonlong as the apostles and elders were
permitted tto live the churchhurch was kept
rid of faithless and unworthy members
Shortly after the martyrdom of tae
Apostles Peter and Paul thetile notorious s
Nero died by his ownowa hand andaad others
succeeded him who bore no lloveve to
the unoffending Christian VIOlence
agalagainstnat tietle latter wasRasas a daily occuroccur-occur-
rence

occur-
rence

occur-
rencerence The other apostles were with
the exception of John the Revelator
soon put to death in various partspares otof
the empire

For ready reference we annex the
following form of the deatheath and marmar-mar-
tyrdom

marmar-
tyrdomtYldom of all the apostles

Peter crucified with his head downdown-down-
ward

down-
ward

down-
wardward at RomeBorne about the year L

James beheadedd at JJerusalem by
order of Herod aboutbout the year 44

Mark was dradraggedged to death inia the
streets of Alexandria

Luke was hahangedged on an olive tree in
Greece about the yyearar 90

James the lesslesserr was thrown from a
pinnacle of the Temple and beaten to
death with a pillard

was scourged andand crucified
about the year 52

Andrew was bound to a cross and
preached till he died

ThomasThamas wawas run through with aa-

lance
a-

lancelance on thetoe coast of Cora iain f-

East
thetae

East Indiesn ies
Jude was shot to death with ann a-

row
ar-

row
arar-

rowrow about the yea 72
Bartholomew was flayed alive
Simonimon was crucifiedt in Persia about

U-
MMathewthew was slain with a halberd

in MadaMs about the year 60
BBarnabas was stoned by the Jews

about the year 73
PaulPanl was beheaded by Nero in Rome

in the year 66
John the Revelator it is said was cast

into a cauldron orof boiling oil but tS-tSes-
caped

eses-
caped unhurt and was afterwards ban-
ished

banban-banban-
ished to thetae Isle of Patmos in the

agean SeabySea by the Emperor
in10 the year 96 fThisis Emperor in-inin-
augurated

inin-
auguratedau the two persecutions inia 93

IN THIS INTERIINTERnINTERIMI
between the death ofo Peter and the

otof JJohnonn elapsed 30 years
during which many innovations wwerere
wademade by the various forces at work to
detonate the purity and correctness
of thetae doctrines of the Gospel

Prominent among them was the sect
of Gnostics who of all others Were
more foformidable than any tforr evil iniDin-

the
in-

thethe Insinuations of their ffalselse and er-erer-

roneous
er-

roneous
erer-

roneous doctrine From among the
many things mentioned by historians
concerning this sect I quote thetae fol-folfol-

lowing
folfol-

lowinglowinlowing from Chap 31 Losheim
History

The notions of this sect concerning
Jesus Christ were impious and extrav-
agant

extrav-
agant For though they considered
Him as the Son of the Supreme God
sent from the or habitation of
the Everlasting Father for the happihapplhappi-
ness

happi-
nessness ofot erammiserablele mortals yet they
entertained unworthy ideas of His
person andnd offices

They deniedd His UPon
Him as the mere sonon ofot God andnd concon-con-
s

con-
sequently

concon-
sequentlys Inferior to the Father and
they rejected His humanity upon the
supposition everything concrete
and corporealis
intrinsically evil Hence the greatest
part of

THE GNOSTICS

denied that ChristCarist was clothed with aa-

real
a-

real
a-

realreal body or that he suffered really forfor-
the

for-
the

for-
thethe sake of mankind the pains and sor-sorsor-
rows

sor-
rows

sorsor-
rowsrows wtwwhichich he is said to have sus-sussussus-
tainedtamed in the acredsacred history They
maintained that HHe came to mmortals
with ao00 other view than to deprive the
tyrants of the world of their flheavenuponupon virtuousvirtuous andand heaven born souls
destroying the empire of these wicked
spspirits to teach mankind how they
might separate the divine mind from
the impure bbodydYt and render the forfor-for-
mer

for-
mer

forfor-
mermer worthy pfpi beinbeing united to the
Father of spirits

The errors embodied ninn the Gentile
doctrine are the moremere apparent when
we rellreflectt that to doubt the divinity
of the mission of our Savior is to dis-disra-pt dis--
raptrraptpt the whole planplan- of salvation andand-
set

and-
set

and-
setset aside the grgreatat economy of the
Father respecting the probation of HIS
creatures

AmongAmone the body of Gentiles were toto-
be

to-
be

to-
bebe found many philosophers whose
erudition andaDd respectability added
somewhat to the plausibility of their
views and on this account their efforts
to distort the plain principles of the
Gospel Wwerere in some instancess suesac

The end andaDd operations ofo-f

this sect being to introduce false docdoc-doc-
trine

doc-
trine

docdoc-
trinetrine into the church was aided bybyIby-

the
by-

the
I

the corruptco doctrine of the
of which mention islS madeBade in Revela-
tions

Revela-
tions

Revela-
tions

Inla the chapter of Eusebius
we find the following

Nicolausconcerning this heresy
oneme of01 the deacons who with StephenStephe
were appointed by the Apostles to
minister to tktae poor having a

wife and being reproached after
the ascension of ouro r LoLordd with jeal-jealjeal-
ousy

jeal-
ousy

jealjeal-
ousy by tthee Apostles hhe conducted
her into the midst of them and per-
mitted

perper-per-
mitted

perper-
mitted any oneene that wished to marry
her This they say was

PERFECTLY CONSISTENT
with that expression of his that everyevery-every-
one

every-
one

every-
oneone ought to abuse his own flesh And
thus these that adopted his heresy
following both this example and ex-exex-

pression
exex-

pression literally rushed beheadlong in-inin-

to
in-

to
inin-

toto fornication without shame Among
those who took an active part in the
dissemination of false doctrine are
mentioned by the apostle and Mosheim

A-

lexandera 1 Alexander Philetus
nes Demas Si-SiSi-

mon
Si-

mon
SiSi-

monmon Magus and his disciple
WhIle others were studious to blend
with the doctrines of ChristCarist the opin-
ions

opin-
ions

opin-
ionsions customs and traditions of the
Jews

Within a few yearsrears previous to the
close of the first century we find the
expostulations coupled with the
admonitions of the Savior re-rere-

I

re-

corded
re-

corded
rere-

cordedcorded in the first chapters
of JohnsJohn's revelations to the seven

I

churchchurchess in Asia wherein are to be
found the premonitions of
rebuked and the exhortation to retUrn
to faitfaithfulness and to be steadfast inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe truth Corruption among the
members was pointed out and the
blighting processes of false doctrine
declaimed in unmistakable termsterm

The close of the first century witwit-wit-
nessed

wit-
nessed

witwit-
nessed

I

the primitive church in a somesome-some-
what

some-
whatwhat dismembered condition The
twelve apostles chosen to be the
special witnesses of the Gospel were
with oneene exception martyred for the
truth and John the beloved apostle
It isiR said badhad closed bishis eves in death
at Ephesus having been releasedrelli from
Patmos

HISTORY HASlIAS FAILED
to chronicle ourOUt apostolic succession
and in no period of the Christianhristian era
can we look consistently ftr an event

I of this character if at all than to thetile
very age Intn which the apostles themthem-
selves

themthem-them-
selvesselves lived and none is to be found
Thathat the Priesthood was
held by others than apostles there is
no doubt fortor we read of seventy
elders being called who assisted the
twelve in their miniministerial labor But
it is also certain that inill the persecu-
tionstiou that many of them were
put to death

The destruction of Jerusalem to-toto-

gether
toto-

gethergether with its temple under Titus InIn-

iniiiib the year 70 forms an era in this cen-cencen-
tury

cen-
tury

cencen-
turytury of remarkable prominence to-toto-

gether
to-

gether
toto-

gethergether with the slaughter ofaf
souls and the captivity and dispersIon
of upwards of morewore It must
be remembered that this direful event
was in fulfilmentt of the prediction of
the founder of Christianity in conseconse-conse-
quence

conse-
quence

conse-
quencequence of the rejection by the Jews of
toethe Savior and tthee doctrines which
lieHe taught This event affected the
cause of Christianity insomuch as it
incensed the surviving Jews throughthrough-through-
out

through-
out

through-
outout the empire with

GREATER VIRULENCE
the before It

frequently happened when anything
occurred ofot the nature of a calamity otof
any kind both Jews and Pagans of all
phases looked upon the Christians as
the cause thereof

While this oncence mighty and favored
people the JewsJews had rejected the
Messiah and put Him to death as also
thousands of His followers and were
obdurate in their hearts against

Almighty in His wrath brought
upon them the judjudgmentsments and calcal-cal-
amities

calcal-

amitiesamities pronounced against them inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe event of their faithlessness by the
Prophet Moses in all their realistic
fullness How sad indeed is the end otof
that nation and people that fight
againsta God

I

The dawn of the second century
witnessed a church without apostlesapostle
stripped of that beautiful organizationor
that its Founder gaveave it before His
departurede artore confronted with heresy
among its members and the prey of the

I fierce prejudice and persecution of thethe-
Roman

the-
RomanRoman power Into the year the
third persecution began under Trajan
in which the Christians were wantonly
exterminated The processes of the
disintegration of the church during
this century were accelerated by the
persecution set on foottoot under Adrian
in10 the year as also by Severus InIn-

tile
in-

the
in-

thetilethe yearyeu which were instigated byby-

the
by-

the
by-

thethe philosophers priests and JeJews
who incessantly raised false reports
against the Christians and complained
to the emperor of their grossness
These rulesrulers beinbeing goaded on by these
parties often against their will issued
edicts Of slaughter against the ChrisChris-Chris-
tians

Chris-
tians whose only and sole oftenoffensee was
that of belief inla the LoLordLord Jesus Christ
and their refusal to worship the Imagesimage
of the Cie ars During this century
thousands of the early Saints were
sacrificed

UPON THE BLOODY SANDS

of the amphitheatre at RomeBome at thethe
great feasts held there and torn to
piecespiece bby wild beasts for the amuseamuse-amuse-
ment

me-ntI ment ofof ththe populace of that once
barbarous city

The Saints were frequently given
the alternative between death and life
betweenbet freedom and imprIsonment
by recanting and renouncing their re-
ligion

re-rer-eligion and promising to attach them-
selves

themthem-them-
selves

them-
selvesselves to the PaganPalan views and rites of
the Romans which fefewvv indeed ac-acac-

cepted
acac-

ceptedl preferring to end their lives in-

tal
in

faithfulnesstal and fidelity to thetha AIAl-AlAl-

mightymimighty ing martyrdom
I

therheThe annals ofat this ccentury describe
many innovations upon the ordinances I

and doctrines otof the Gospel The i1

aatamalgamation of Pagan and Jewish
dodogmasmas pervertedd thetoe simple andand genggen-

uine
I

nineine methods of worship establishedj hed

by the Savior and propagated by the
Apostles Schism afteralter schism hadbad
arisenaisen among many of the dioceses
of the church doctrinal controcontre-contro-
versies were frequent requiring toethe
adjudication of the synods and presby-
ters

presby-
ters

presby-presbypresby-
ters of bishops which were not at allall-

ttf mesme successful iain their deliberations
DiDisputations often arose regarding the
introduction of pagan and Jewish ritesrUea
and ceremonies into the Christian
Church which was sought to be
effected to bring it more into concon-con-
formity

con-
formity

concon-
formity withwita papaganan and Jewish rituals
which were more calculated to appeal
to and gratifyratify the external senses than
the spiritual

Occasionally bishops would arrogate
to themselves autauthority over others otof
their and seek to bend them
to their ideas and opinions respecting
the observances of

CERTAIN FESTIVALS
which had beeRbeep interpolated into some
of the churches as the following ElUO-ElUOquoquo-

tationtation from Mosheim section
chapter century will snowShOW

VictoryVictor Bishop of RometRome endeavored
to force the Asiatic Christians by the
pretended authority of hislils laws and
decreesdecree to follow thetue rules which were
observed by the we
point AccordinglyAccording after hainhayinghaving taken
the advice olot some foreign bishObishop he
wrote an imperious letter to the Asiatic

commandingco them to Imitate
the example of the westernwesten Christians
with respect to the time of celebrating
the festival of Easter TheTile
answered this lordly requisition by the
pen of Bishop of Ephesus
who declared in their name with great
spirit and resolution that they would
by no means depart in ththiss manner
froth the custom handed down

this
the thuthundersders of excommunication
began to roar Victor exasperated
by the resolute answers of the Asiatic
bishops broke communion with them
pronounced them unworthy of the
name of his tbrethren and excluded
them from all fellowship with the
church of Rome This excommunica-
tion

excommunica-
tiontion indeed extended no further nor
could it cut off the Asiatic bishops
from ccommunion with the other
churches whose bishops were far from
approving the conduct of Victor

The words of the Prophet Isaiah
chapter th verse were verified

before the close of this century in the
changing of the ordinances insomuch
that baptism was administeredd to in-

fants
in-inin-

fants
inin-

fants by sprinkling and sponsors
were introduced iais connection therethere-there-
withwith

Endless andaBd nonsensical
CONTROVERSIES

had arisen respecting the divinity
and identity of the person of tilethe
Savior resulting in the rise of various
sects known as the Nazarenes Eblon-Eblonite-s Ebl-onites and others whose contentions1tO s
and errors in point ofot doctrine and dis-disdisdis-
cipline augmented the causes that led
to the perversionn of the Gospel

The openingpeni of the third century
presented totG the struggling Christians
dIfficulties imposed by the passage of
laws Inimical to their interests Tte
Emperor Severus in taetoe year
a law prohibiting thetile subjects of his
empire from changingiol the religion of
hisbis ancestors tor the Christian and
Jewish faith Frfromm Mosheim we learn
that this law in its effects was most
disastrousdisa trous for thetile Christians It inin-
duced

in-
duced

in-
duced malicious magistrates to petpeppe

unto death toethe poorer sort
amonamong the Christians that tthee richer
might be intimidated t purchase am-amam-
nesty

am-
nesty

amam-
nestynesty and thereby become exempt
from similar persecutions

The doctrines of the Church3 were
undergoing a gradual changechao The
doctrines of PlatoPlat were largely in-inin--
gr i-ngrr fled among the churcheschorcheschurch-es which
tended to impoverish the purity of the
Christian faith and doctrine
after schism occurred among the
prominent bishops and writers of the
Church resultingit in increasing divi-dividivi-
sions

divi-
sions

dividivi-
sions and confusioncontusion In the year 23
the sixth persecution under Maximus
rageded andaDd thethe fury of the heathen
was let loose upon the Christians
which terminated at the death of the
emperor after a reign of three years
In the year

THE SEVENTH PERSECUTION
under Decimus began and is said to be-
the

bebe-
the

be-
thethe most severe of any that hadbad been
waged up to that time TheTae tortures
to which the early Saints were subsubsub-sub-
jected

subj-
ected are enougheDo to harrow the soul
some had their limbs broken some
were cast from upper windows to the
groundround others wehewere placed upon the
rack and stretched to death old and
feeble women hadbad their jaws beaten
and their teeth broken out One
woman who worship an idol
in an idolatrous temple was tied Iby
her feet and dragged throughh tbthe
streets and dashed against the millmilkmill-
stones

m-ilLstones and afterwards stoned to death
Others were beheaded someBome were
burned to death others were lacerated I

with iron scrapers j and hundreds were
torntorD to pieces with wild beasts upon
the arenasare while hundreds ththaandwandered about in deserts and
mountains perishedperis ed by hunger and
thirst frost and disease robbers and
wild animals WwasS thee price the
early Saints paid for their religion
which was exacted andnd byby-

law
by-

law
by-

lawlaw
Eusebius informs us that after the

cessation of the bloody e
the churches throughout the east and
elsewhere that had been divided beIbe-
came

be-
came

be-be I

came united again and rejoiced ex-exex-
ceedingly at the peace andJd harmony
that prevailed But this was not of
long inthein the year under
Valerian thetee eighth persecution be-bebe-
gan

be-
gan

bebe-
gangan resulting In theSibhe death of many

j

persons I

In the year the ninth persecution
under was inaugurated
This wasthe last persecution of the
third century and perhaps milder in
its execution thann aayany that took place
in this century Respecting the

DOCTRINAL DEGENERACYDEGENBRACY
that obtainobtainedtl in this century it s
proper to remarkremremarkrk that riterites and cere-cerecere-
monies

cere-
monies

cerecere-
moniesmonies were greatly multiplied The
spirit and genius of the Gospel were
supplanted by the vagaries and
errors of Paganism and mystified
Iyby the vain philosophies of tthe schools
among the various sects The various
theological writers who were not aa-

few
a-

few
a-

fewfew amongamong the Christians differed in
their ideas and sentiments to a re-rere-
markable

rere-

markable degreee upon the vital and
cardinal principles of the Gaspe
Some ofoi them asserted that in order
to secure the blessing and favor of the
Almightyty and prepare themselves forfor-
the

for-
thetilethe bettorbetter world it was necessary to
stultify every emotion of the heart
every impulse of their natures and to
practice selfselfabnegation to such an

as to substantially shut out
every ray of human happiness from
their souls Following the bent of
such gloomy and unsocial notions
they abandoned society and soughtsough thetee
Seclusion of the fforestrest and desert the
caves and dens of the earth to gratify
their morbid and dedegenerate souls
Spurning the idideaa of marria e they
subjected their bodies to hunger and
thirst and submitted to the most ex-exex-
cruciating

exex-
cruciating miseries anand discipline
which their melancholy

could invent It is said that one
Paul a hermit lived in the deserts of

fforr 90 years more like a sav-savsav-
age

sav-
age

savsav-
ageage animanimall than a rational being

TbThe simplicity of thetile mode of wor-worwor-
ship

worwor-
shipship instituted by ttiethetee Savior and ob-obob-
served

ob-
served

obob-
servedserved by the Apostles in the first
century was sadly perverted insomuch
that churches and places of worship
were

I EMBELLISHEDE WITH IMAGES

and other ornaments and while there
was a form of godliness there was a
conspicuous lack ofot the power ththereof

Respecting ththe rites observed in the
of baptismm Mosheimlsayssars No persons were admitted to

thIs solemn ordinance until by the
menacing and formidable shouts
and declamation of ththe exorcist they
had been delivered from the dominion
of the prince of darkness and conseconse-conse-
crated

conse-
crated

conse-
cratedcrated to the seserviceservicevice of God TheTae orl-orlorl-

in
ori-

gin
oriori-

ginginin of tthisthisis superstitious ceremony maymay-
be

may-
be

may-
bebe easUeasily traced whenwilen we consider the
prevailing opinions of the times

The Christian doctors applied themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

them-
selvesselves to the study of letters and philpailphil-
osophy

philphil-
osophy and abandoned
paths and wandered in the
wilds of fancy They endendeavored to
brinbring the doctrines of celestial wisdom
into a degree of subjection to the prprepre-pre-
cepts

prepre-
cepts of their vain philosophy In short
they relied more upon their own wis-wiswis-
dom

wis-
dom

wiswis-
domdom in the inculcation of that which
they termed Christianity than in the
dictation of the Holy Spirit which
gavegaYe evidencei that they had lost the
power and efficacy of their priesthood
and had departeddeputed from the precepts
and ordinances of the Lord Jesus
Christ It is apparent that this condicondlcondi-
tion

condi-
tiontion of things was inevitable when we
call to mind the teachingss of the
Savior to His if they the
Apostles and His Saints observed all
thinthingss which He badtoad taught them He
would be with them to the end

Christianity did not bear the same
fruits att this period of time as in the
beginning which was duedoe to the fact
thatt at they hadhart

hadNOT
NOT9 Qo SERVED

those thingsgs which thfhej-hej Savior had
taU ht theythem and conseconsequently they
were leftlett to bee ddriverdriveniY H ataboutdi t byy every
wind otof doctrineDe

The dawn ofot tthee fourth
witwitnessedessed the Christian in a
peculIar condition it holdhadh pp sed
through manymalaY vhvicissitudes i badit-bad
been deprived of itit s apostlesapostle by an
early tlethe gruelcruelruel handand
of perpersecution was redre with thetoe blood
of the SaintsSainte Worst of all the de-dede-
generating

de-
generating

dede-
generatinggenerating influence of heresy hadbadhd be-bebebe-

comecomecorge interwoven in the very woof of
the church The changeschanes In the rUesrites
and ordinances of the GosGospelel hadbad been
gradual and insidious The pagan
sentiments and practices had become
soao intertwined with tthee views and
faith of Christians aat this time that It
maY be truly stated that Christianity
had become instead of the
latter becoming absorbed by t e
former

It appearsappear however that what re-rerere-
mainedmaln d of Christianity at this
waS intolerable to unbelievers in-

C
in

CChrist and that the very namenattle of
ChristianVhCh was obnoxious to the PaPagannn-

andandand JJewishwish ear One historian informs
us that The fundamentaltal
of the Christian doctrine were prepre-pre-
served

pre-
served

prepre-
servedserved hitherto incorrupt and entire in-
most

InIn-

most
in-

mostmost churches though it must bbe concon-con-
fessed

concon-
fessedlessed that they were often eexplained
and defended In a mmanner that discov-
ered

discov-
ered

discov-
eredered the greatest ignorance and an
utterK confusionn n ofP ideasno fheTha hishis-his-
torians

his-
torians of those times were h idly
competent to judge of the true spiritspirit
andaDd form ofot Christianity established
by Jesus fortor the reason that

TUBTHE LIGHT OF THOSETHOSE TIDIESTIMESTIDES

was not sufficient to enable the ChrisChris-Chris-
tians

Chris-
tians of thebe fourth century to comprecompre-
hendbendcomprehendin doaa proper

existeddegree the widetide difdif-dif-
ference

dif-
ference

difdif-
ferenceference that existedd betweenen the
ChrChristianity of both periods

principle of Christiayy be-
ing

be-be
ing faith in the Lord Jesus Cht t it is
fairfai to was generally b ept-ept
ededbyby of the aa-

vastvastvast number oft the rites and
ni s observed bby them could not be

distinguished from those of thethe
Pagans At stated pperiods in their ri-riri-

tuals
ri-

tuals
riri-

tuals they performed baptism and
observed the LordsLord's supper but in-inin-
vested

in-
vested

inin-
vestedvested these ceremonies with such anan-
airair of pomp and outward show as to
completely divest themtem of the sanctIty
and spirit that were originally intended
and enjoyed The popowersers of darkness
whose aim was the utter extinction of
the Church alarmed the Pagans
whose interests were closely allied to
the perpetuation of the ancientano su-susu-
perstitions

susu-
perstitions which were jeopardized
by the remaining forms of Christianity
and the prospects of its spread
throughouthout the empire the signs of01
WhICh daily more apparent
Under these apprehensions of the

of their craft they assidu-
ously

assidu-
ously addressedaddresS themselves to
ftianian the chief the three emperorsemperor tryto
engage in a persecution against the
ChChristiansris Accordingly in the year

the emperor issued an edict to10 pull
down the churches of taetoe t-oto burn allaU their bookbooks and writingss
and to take from them allail their civil
rights and immunities and render
them incapable otof any honors or civil
promotion

It is said by Mosheim that many
Christians andaad amooamong them severseverall
bishops and presbyters seeing the
consequences of this refusal delivered
up all the

RELIGIOUS BOOKS

and other sacred thingss that were in
their possession in order to save themthem-them-
selves

them-
selvesselves Some time after this the
emperor issued a new edict ordering
all the bishops and ministers olor the
church to beve thrown into prison Not
lonlong after this inhuman violence a
third edict was issued ordering aUall
sorts of torments to be employed and
the most fiendish punishments inventinvent-invent-
ed

invent-
ed

invent-
eded to compel those incarcerated to
renounce theirfaith by sacrificing to
the heathen Gods in the hope that if
the leaders of the Christians could bbd
induced to abandon their relireligionion the
common members could be easily in-inin-

du
in-

duced
inin-

duceddu ed to do the same In the
second year of this the lastJast
and worst of all the
ti ns aaa fourth edict was published
by instigated by
one of the emperorsco-emperors andaad otherr in-inin-
veterate

in-
veterate

InIn-
veterate enemies of the Christian
cause By this edict the magistrates
were authorized to forcetorce all ChrIstians

rank or sexsel to sacrifice
to the heathen gods and were ordered
to employ all sorts of tormtorments in or-oror-
der

or-
der

oror-
derder to drive them to the act of apostapost-
acy

In order that the readerreader may form aa-
more

a-
more

a-
moremore distinct idea of the trials and
tortures of thetile Christians of that perper-perperiodiod I copy from an eminent author as
follows The trial of a Christian
prisoner broubroughtht before a Roman
judge was somewhat after the followfollow-follow-
ing

follow-
ingining manner

THE MAGISTRATES

were seated on the one of the
presiding in his white robes

bordered with purple his ictorfictor
standing behind him Near the door of01
tilethe court to confront the prisoner on
his filsfil'sfirst entrance were the usual in-ininin-

struments of torture There wwerere the
heavyy yoke torfor thetile neck of iron or of
woodwoo similar to what in China is
ccalledled the canga j the fetters j the
stocks in which hands and feet were
inserted at distances tom each othotherr
WhICh strained or dislocated the joints
There too were the rods with thorns
iniD them j the whips and
with iron or bruisingbruising- with lead the
heavy clubs the hook for digging Into
the the ungula said tote hatehaie
been a pair of scissors iron
rakes for tearing j and there was the
wheel fringeded with spikes on which
the culprit was stretched and
there was the fire ready lighted
with the water antiana g
in the largeJar cauldrons whichwhich wwererere-
placedplaced upon it The Christian
was now brought Inin-ininandand tilethe t 0
the place with its furniture woo d
enoughh to appaappalll a stoutstopssto t heartbeart dgi-

waswas asked AreAre you a ClChristian f
Upon the reply everything a

If made in theliwas exhorted by ththe allegiance h
owed as a subject of the empire to thtb
gods and to10 the divine empeemperorortorttor t
abandon the foolish plea to
the folly of the Nazarenes andand- tpto sacsaesac-
rIfice iain the prescribed form to thtb
genius of01 the Caesars There wwaswass

AN ALTAR PREPARED
aaflameflame already lit incense burning
priests in waiting let them be calle
in and a sacrifice made All woul
then be over The prisoner would b
acquitted and even honored by the au-auau-
thorities

auau-
thorities
If however the plea was obsti-

nately
obsti-

nately persisted in ssentencent nce was imim-
mediately

im-
mediately

im-
mediatelymediately pronounced ThisThis woul
be death not thatimmediateImmediate that woul
have been too mercifulbutmerciful but Beateat
slow andan lingering The offender wewa
first thrown into the disgusting BarsBarathr-um Bara--
thrumthrum the cesspool of a prison enen-
closed

en-
closed

en-
closedclosed in a dark room then to lbIb
stretched on the rack or
tortured lastly to be beheaded o0
thrown to the beasts and in case o

the body to be cast t
the dogs

Events transpired caused by th
resignationtion of which after-
wards

after-
wards

afterafter-
wardswards brought Constantine the GreaGrea-
to

Grea-
to

Grea-
toto accept the purple and become th
chief emperor of the Roman Empire
This emperor put a stopatop to the perse
uti ns of the Christians by his edi

of Milan and from that time persecu-
tion

persecu-
tionLiontion almost entirely ceased With h
sole supremacy which occurred in t
year came the final struggle be

Confirmed on Page 50


