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atliew thetho speaker cocommenced by rea-
ding thetho birstilist 10 verses and thothe
versoverse of the chapter of jerojere
onlah also pirt of tho psalm
and then saldeald

I1 read theeo tersesverses with a view otof
I1

riveting more forcibly upon our un-
derstandingderstanding a principle which I1 de-
sireslre to present for consideration
jiamely1y1 the establishing of a proper
characterC tar aa latter day bainte be-
fore god our father

I1 am under thetha strongest imbres
thothe most valuable consider-

ation aud that which willvill betoe of thothe
most service when we return toBO theatie
spirit worldivoridivorldorid willwili babe that of having
estaestablishedblishel a proper and well de-
fined character asrz faithful and con-
sistentsistena latter day saints in this
state of probation in cases where a
stranger applies for employment or
anam office of trust itihki oftenof ten required
that hohe produce papers attesting his
worthiness from reliablerellreilabloabio parfarpartiesteB
letters of recommendation and of
introduction which are exceedingly
useful in their vaywayay assistingAsA lAting in ob-
taining favors and privileges wh ch

o be difficult to
SeCsecuretire 4 at toyloy campara
th ely ay ioto obtain a written
character asitatit Jh termed a character
thumthat one can 1putrutM in hiahla pocket anu
indeecdeetid mycay observation
it is not infrequently the case that
people aroarc tho bearers of
written characters whichchich their
real andtind true character fala to at-
test rarelare thosethoe among us who
are reou

I1 aaus members of thisthib
taketahe a vast amount of

to bo favorably known by
thebathose around them but whose real
character or the Inwardinwardnessnew so to
speak of euchruch people laIs veiled or

d all outward aap-
pearancepearance reputable iatterlatter day
saints buhbut whose charebarcharacteracter
thothe characteralint laa written indel-
ibly upon their own henrhear s would
if known rendorrender hemthem unfit for the

and fellowship of the
people of god nowitow th a prayer
that I1 have referred t rhetheme
0 god and snow my hearl uytry me
andarld know myray thoughthoughtte and beesee ifit
therethene bo any wicked7chedeked way in beaudleadlead inme idla ttheha nasras averlaeverlastingtin
is ver it was a prayer
that davidsn thotha principal courseconrge of
his lifolife could co andnd
with a degree of confidence offer unup
to the lord but therethera times
when hahe would feel the dalfalfaltering
and quivering sesensation of weakness
in up a prayer of this kind

1 I havehava reason to believe that many
orthel eatterdatter day saints during a
great portion 0W their ilvesslives could
approach ljralira in all confidence
and mahe this samebame prayer

search me r 0 god and
knew gayheartnay henrtheart and ceecea if there ba
any innieiame s butbat if we
asa a people could ilvo so as to be
ablahat W cents to bow before hothe
lordluord and cproter up a raierpraterraferatedheilkelite this
what a didelightful thinglhing it wouldwoula bobe
what an vee should
have acquired iain righteousrighteousnessnobanera and
good to every person who
has av heart thothe preparing of him-
self farfor the great change that is13 thothe
dorkof regeneration I1 would

that he adopt this pray-
er ofot david and ecaECO how nearsear hohe
can livelivo according to thothe light that
he has so asaa tomatoto wakomuho it in all sin-
cerity partpar b of ilklik devotions to god
many fall lain chojncoming up to this
standard of scellc eneeence because they
do things in secret where mortal oyoojo
cannot ponepenetrate that gaev a direct
tendency to alienate themmeru fromerom ohotho
almighty and to grieve away the
spirit of god fuchuch fereperEpersonsolis cannot
in their private closet useusa this pray
eiez they could not unless they had
repentrepentedrepeatedcd of ns and repaired
thetho wrong they may have commit-
ted unitand determined to do better in
the future than they hadbad done in
the past and to establish a charac-
ter bofordbefore god that could be reliedrolled
upon in tha hourhoun of aindfind hatthat
giuld nitnihmtfit them to gsgasoassociateclate withkith
holy beings and with thetho esthereather
himself when the havo pass-
ed into trethe world in oriler
to nemt thoithol igto ofoff P
thatahat daviddldavid faida 4anenen hhee batirI1pourerboureted out

lain thetho prayer
that wc must bo
krueltruel men audnud truotrue women wTP
must havehate falthfalt developdevelopseu1

and ve muett of the
holyboly ghost bf

aid us in the work of righteousness
all the day long to enableenaife us to bacsac
micomice our own will to thetha will of the
father to battle against our fallen
nature and to do right for the love
of doing rightrighta keeping our eyeoyeoj e sin-
gle to the honor and gloryfiory of god
to do this there must be an inward
feeling of the mind that iaIs conscious
of the responsibility thatthat wevve are un-
der that recognizes the fact onthatt tbthec
eye of god is upon us and that our
every act and the motives that
prompt it must be accountedrecounted for
and we mmustbat be constantly en re-
port with the spirit of the lord
we should strive earnestly to
lishlieh tilethe principles of heaven within
us ratharrather than trouble ourselves in
fostering anxieties ilkelike the foolish
people of the tower of babel to
reach its location before we aresire prop-
erly and lawfullyJawfullyrully prepared to be-
come itsita inhabitants itaits advan-
tages and wesNesjessingssings in a measure
can bobe obtained in this probationary
state by learning to live in confor-
mity with lisiia lawslawa andwid the practice
of its principles to do this there
must coro a feeling and
tionmon to do gods will

there are many things that I1 ad-
miremireenin the character offit the pro-
phete

pro-
phets and especially in that of
moses I1 admire hisbis determination
to carrycairy out theabo word and will of
god with regard to israel and his
readireadinessnewnem to do everything thatchat maswas
iain the power of man assisted by the
almighty and above all I1 admire
his integrity and fidelllidellfidelityty
to the lord there iais
eQuiething verveiveryy btdutiful a D a lovely
to contemplate in the chacharacterrecter of
thothe chilchildrendirch of rechah of whom I1
have read thero 1is4 something that
ought to the admiration
ofbf all menmeli aindand indeed godgo d himself
admired enndwandit and recognized it in the
great promise that hefie made their
father as a rerecognitioncognat ionlon of this re-
markablemarhabiehable virtue exhibited in their
character narnaenamelynelys JonanaabJo iab thebe
son bf shall not want a man
to stand before me forever how
comforting and consoling what a
feeling or91 gratificationgr-atification and joyfoy to
the heart of a patent to receive buchsuch
a prpromiseornise frfromm the lord because og0
the obedience of hishia chichildrenlarenidren in
strictly adhering to this counsel his
posterity should bobe repre-
sented among those who should
stand before the lord and god
admires the men and women to-
day who pursues a course of
tude audand who notnatnotwithstandingwithstand ing the
powers ofot satan that are arrayed
against them cauCPU say get thee
behind me satasatybatansatan anclanil who live a
righteous a godly rnelife and sucheuch
people have influence with god and
their prayers avail much moesmozesmo es
for instance had such power nvwithith
themhd almighty aa to change his
burppurposeso on a certain occasion it
Vwillliiill bobe remembered that the lord
became angry with thetha israelites
and declared to moses that heele would
destroy them and here would take
moses and makemabe of him a great peo-
ple and would bestow upon him
andna hlahia posterity what he had
promised to isrnelisrael but thistills great
leader and lawgiver faithful to his
trust stood in the gap and there
plead with the lord on behalf of hlahia
people by thothe power that hohe could
exercleocizo and did exercise liehe was
thothe ra aneanhofansofand of saving the people from
threatened destruction how noble
ladsad glorious must havearspeared in the eyes of thetha lardlord and
what a assures satisfaction It must
have been to him to know that hishia
chosen people iain their obstinate
and ignorant condition had such a
man at their head 11

in jonah again wowe find fin inter-
esting trait ofbf character when up-
on thothe raging watervater nelneiandantlund fears nverewerecprexpressedessed byPY the sailors asa to their
ability to save thothe ship jonah feel-
ing consconscienceclenca stricken at the course
he hadd taken in not proceeding to
nineveh aaas commanded of tho Lord
came norwardforwardrd and confusedconfessed himself
asaa being the causacause of thetho daslerthat sasvas about to befall them and
weswas willingsWilling to be saatisacrificedleed in the

of those on boardward also inother prophets and men of god al-though
1 I

they may have on certain
occasions ilkolike jonah exhibited

is some thing really
grand abid admirable rshowshonehonhown in
theirthein characterr buteat such graltotreita of

ss wde nindfind eviovievinced in the
ancient worthies are not ibb pro

of cbchanceneence neitherareate they acquired in a day a weekweeke a
month or a year batbut riretire gradual
developments the roneta of fonron
tinned faithful to god and to
truthf independent ofvf either thothe
p or criticisms of inenmen

written charaecharactenatera do not airalwaysayaays
bount to lauchmuch aheythey aiogle well
enough hiin theirthein place however it
fajp important that we as lat

ter day saints should under-
stand and bear in mind that
salvation comes through the grace
atof god and through the develop
ment in uaus of thosethosa principles that
governed those righteous people be
fore mentioned the idea is not to
do good because of tbabo0 praise of men
but to do good because in doing
good we developeloFe godliness within
us and this being the case we abshallallail
become allied to godliness which
will in time become part and portonport on
of our being I1 will refer again to
the Rechabites and the strong
temptation that they were under
when invited to the temple efof god
and there in one of the apart-
ments asked by jeremiah one of
the greategreatestBt prophets to drink
wine or Inantherther words to do some-
thing that they had been instructed
by their father novnot to do butbat they
could not be moved the teaching of
their father badbaj found nn abiding
place in their hearts and the conse-
quence was that they utterly refus-
ed to do what the prophet of god
told them to do the lord him-
self admired the course that they
took in this matter and aasivas led asbs
I1 before baldsbaideaid to make sucheuch a glori-
ous promise to the house of
and I1 would not be astonished to
know that among this people may
now be found some of the descend-
ants

do we not at times do things that
we feel florryorry for having done it
maybemay be all very well provided we
stop doing such things when we
know them to be wrong when we
seebeeseethebeethethe evil and then reformreforms that
Is ailall we can do and all that can be
nailedasked of any man but undoubtedly
it is too much the cabecafe with some
that they consider and fear the pub-
licity of thothe wrong they commit
more than committing the wrong it-
self they wonder what people will
say when they hear of it etc audand
on thothe other hand somebome are induc-
ed to do certcertainaliealif things in order to
receive the approbation of their
friends and ifit their acts failfall to draw
forth favorablyfavorabioablo coma cuts or to be
recognized tboybey itfedasel as though thertheir
laborjabor hahal1 ben lestjest and what good
theythoy may have done was a total
failure now if we really desire to
draw near to goj if we totd
place ourselves in accord with the
good spirits of the eternal world
itif wowe wish to establish with in our
delvs that faith which we read
about and by which ancient saintspaints
preformed sahewh wonderful we
must after we obtain tha holy

hearken to jtits whisperings
and conform to itsUs andtyby no actonact of our lives drive it from
ue uis true that wowe are weak err-
ing creatures lialiuliablebleatat any time to
grieve the spirit of god but BOED soon
as wete discover ourselves in a fault
we should repent of that wrong do
ing and as far as possible repair or
make good the wrong we inaymay have
committed by taking this coursecourte

oar character wowe ndad
vanco our own cause and we fortify
oursourselveselves agagainstfinst temptation and in
time we shall havehate so farfan everovercomecomecomb
as to beally astonish ourselves at thotha
progress we have made in reifrelf
government and improvement

we have received a gospel that iais
marvelous in its operations throughugh
obedienceobedieneaenca to its requirements we
maymav receive the choicest beedingbiegingblblessingsesingegingedInggs
that have ever been promised to
or stowedbestowedbr upon mankind in any
age of thetho world but like the
child with the toy or the plaything
we too often satisfy oureourt alvea with
the perishable things of timetinie for-
getting thetho opportunities we have of
developing within us the great the
eternal principles of life and truth
thefordthe lord wishes to establish a closer
and more intimate relationship be
tween himself and us he wishes to
elevate us in the ecalescale of beingbein and
intelligence and this can only be
done through the medium of toeverlasting gopellopel which ia specially
prepared sorfor this purpose saysbays the
apostle john every man that
has thiathis hopehopa in him puripurl flethfieth him-
self ovenaten as hohe christ isia pure
are the lalattertier cibytibyd y saints applyingplyingop
the principles of the gospel to their
lives and thiis accomplishing the
design of G d

we though perhaps
not to a great extent trouble curour
selves about some prprobablebablebabie or possi-
ble persecution thithuthatt our enemies
may bring upon us wowe look upon
tirailia pait history of the church and
seaeve that the lord has sunnerbunnercd our
enemies on certain occasions to des
troy our househousesw despoil lugofulof our
property and drive us from one paceplace
to another wowe ray such things
have been allowed and we query in
our minds whether they will still
be permitted to bring ia upon
usandusand if eoso to what extent wereV e co
hnotr thatt gedgod hashab blessed us

that he has given us houses and
landsland flocks and herds and has put
us in the way to obtain the conveni-
ences and comforts of life we no
doubt appreciate ourcur temporal con-
dition and would dislike very much
to be deprived of these blessings
we enjoy and some wonder as to
how forfar the hand of oppression will
hohe allowed to disturb the quiet of
our mountain homehomes and whether
we as individuals will ever pass
through what this people endured
in earlycarly days this Is a matter hatbat
should not trouble the saintasaints of
god particularly but what tota my
mind is far more important Is1 what
can we do under the circumstances
to elevate ourselves still higher in
the righteousness of our god what
advantages blessingblessings ind privileges
doylisdow his system of salvation which
wewa haveha 0 obeyed afford and what
mendmeans ahall employedteteemleem aloyed to realize
them if theretheio should be a sacrifice
demanded it will bobe very opportune
for all tho-ethoe who wish to makemakee their
religion a study and who are endenaendeaea
boring to conform to its require-
ment by living it in their every-
day life to show their willingness to
bow toitotto i be will of jehovah
lodging his hand in adversity as in
prosperity

I1 remember very wewellweliI1 the cloudy
andaud stormy days of kirtlandkirnandhand and
howbow foolishlyshiy some people acted
there werawena men who occupied high
standing in the chuichuichcb who dis-
graced themselves having behaved
in a maunermanner which afterwards
brought the blush of bhameshame to their
cheeks there was a reason for
that had they livedjived eoso thit they
couldhavebave offered up in theirthe ir hearts
davidsdavida prayer they woulwould not havhave
been numbered among thosethole who
apostatized and fell in thoth hour of
trial it would be wellwali to examine
ourselves hold communion with
ourselves in the secret closet to as
certain how we stand aa elders in
israel before the lord eoso thacthatthadaif
need be we may renew our diligence
and faithfulness and increaseincreate our
good works

there laIs no doubtsdoubt rpeakingspeaking of the
people 11ai a whole that we aroare
greatly improving jnin the sightbight
of god but although this
is undoubtedly methe casecaso I1 am con-
vinced therethera are persons among usur
endowed with spiritual gifts andard bassas
ceptibetible of cultivation that could be
exercised if they chosechoat to a far
greater extent than heythey arcandare and
who could move much faster in the
ways of holfholiholinessneesnesb and retget much mar-
er to the lordnord but the spirit
whichwhish attends the thingsthing otof this
world laIs operating upon them to that
extent that they do not increase
chobethosa spiritual powers and blessings
they do not ploce themselves in thalthat
close relationshiphip to theford that it
Is their privilege as men holding
the holy priesthood called and
chosen to perform a special work in
the midstmidat otof manmaumankindkind As it wa
with peter and thethereatreet of thothe Aaposapespospes
tinatins in the days of their
the mabMatmahlersteriter the savior of the world
hung upon thetho coes their bohopepf

and sunk in dardarknessknees
lihavingving lost the real spirit of thetha
mission to which they had benbon

called in their dldidispainspain they eaidsaid
letnetrrt t us go a fishinghing let us return to
our netobetsy to our former business
so80 it laJs with bome in our day there
arefire men amoneamona us upon whom the
spirit of the almighty once rested
mightily wwhosehimehioe intentions were
once as good and pure as those of
angels and who madomade covenants
with god that they would serve
allmhim and keep HIhla commandments
under every and all circa nees
and many of such were teadyread and
willing to ibaveleave their wiveswires and
children to go or come as the caseease
might behe in the interestof the cause
they had espoused butbat how is it
now with omoborno of those eiderselders
they do not feel soto todayto day their
affections are set upon the things of
this world which thehe lord has en-
abled them to acquire that thoythey
wait now until they are called and
in many instances when called
they obey more out of a desire to
retain their standing and positionpositions
than a real heartfeltheart felt loveava of the
labor to which they may havonavo beinbein
called

this is thetho condition of all men
no matter howliow well they staitstart out
who allow theirthel thoughts and affec-
tions to run after the world and its
ways and it is a plain and indisput-
able proof that when thistirs iais the
caseeasse with men they love thothe world
more than they lovolove the lordbord and
hiahis work upon the earth having
received thothe 11lihtlightht of the eveoveeverlastingroasting
goepelgospel andund ppartar tallenaSen of tsetho good
things of the kingdom and being of
the seedbeed of israel and heirs to groatgreat
and glorious promises wowe should
labolaborr with fidelity nadcad ancetoto

accomplish what god hushas deignedde
to0 do through usur we should be men
and women of faith and poweipowerewer aaas
well as good work and whence
discover ourselves carcarelesseleis or judit

iferent in ane least it should bobbosbo euffe
clentelent for us to know it in order to
mend our ways and return to the
path of duty

when our friends areaie stricken
down by and diseasediseases Qor
when our little ones are in the ago-
nies of pain and dethdeath therethereA hould
be elders in our midst who maveravenave ed-
ucated themselves so thoroughly lain
developing the gifts of the spirit
within them and in wrin the
saints have such perfect confidence
that they would calways be sought
after inettinsteadad of doctors thereaseTherthereeareare
men among us who possess the gift
of bealingLealing ondnd might have great
faith batbut they do not exerexerciseciseelse the
gift they do notdot livelivo for itI1 and
therefore do not have the power to
use it so effectually aaas they might
there are men in this church who I1i

aroare as good in their hearts and eelfeel
ingsinge as men ever were butbat lack faith
and energy and do not obtain really
what Is their privilege to receive if
their faifat h their energy and de
termination were equal to
their good feelings and de
sires their honesty and good-
nessne 9 they would indeed be
mighty men in israel and sickness
and diseasedibease and the power of the
viievilvil one would flee before them as
chaff before the wind yet we bayray
we a-eae a good people and that we
are not only holding our own but
making grestadgreat ad vat coun righteous-
ness before god aldno doubtdoubts we
arearg but I1 wish io10 linimpresspres upon
you myray brethren and slitterssisters that
theretheta aceare elderaelder among uaus
endowed with spirlspiritualthal gifts
that may be brought into exercise
through the old of therthui holy chottugtoe gifts of the goggosgospelel must be cul-
tivated by diligence and perceverpei reever
ance tho ancient prophets when
desidesiringing some peculiar blbeesingjessingbessingicEsing or
important knowlknowledgeedgo revelation or
vision would F fast and
pray for days and eheneven weeks for
that purpose

ABAs saints of god elders of israel1
we should bobe willing to devote tiietiketimetima
audand lasorsoiborabor making every necessary
sacrifice in order to obtain the pro-
per spiritual qualificationsfieficatigna to be
highly useful in our several callings
and may the lord inspire every
heart with the importance of these
matters that wowe may seek milligent
jyly and energetically for the gifts and
powers promised in thothe gospel wowe

i have obeyed
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tduring my residence in wishing tton I1 have maile the acquaintance
of beveralseveral members of the signal
corps USA and it has been with
leasurepeasure that I1 listenedIL bened to a recairecitalai
of its toio the cou ty

the other day having occasion to
vlvisitall a friend of asides on
thetha virginia side of the potomac
and being near fort myertieMyerlaelnetaehead-
quarters of the signal corpscorpe I1 ex-
pressed a desire to visit the eorefore in
question we started upon our
walk justjuht about Bunsunsundowndown the dayday
had beenberen extremely hot bitebut tilethe fwalk through the woodawood resonant
with the musiomusic of innumerable
birds was vorytory delightful indeed ttrue the pathway which prevelya wereworewere
compelled to fullowfollow was the reverse
of and straight it watrims up
hill and down dell yet the luxu-
riance of the arbor was more than a
recompense for any anciand all of the
discomfortswewe encountered on ourcur

gyort myer iainlain close proximity to4
0o

arlington cemetery it Is pleasan-
tlyly situatedsituaEltun ted saybay feetfeev aava beet
levelandlayol and commands as anoa viewvie cfof
washingtonatoa city band dtjot tho wahi-ngton iff panlediaroalar na
c n ijoifo hadi any flosfins atatthethetha fortI1 waswaa cintrintroduced to sergeant adahazishaney the first sergeant of ther cripicorp
who kindly ducted moma brough
fiohiothefie buildings the interior arrange-
ments

e
callcali11 for no special commentthey breerere such ssas wenip to beb found in

all military barracks everovereverythingthing
scrupulously clean and tidy anandnothing out of order


