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The speaker commenced by read-
ing the tirst 10 verses and the 18th
verse of the 85th chapter of Jere-
miah; also part of the 139th Pealm;
and then paid:

I read thesze verses with a view of
riveling more forclbly upon our un-
derstanding & principle which I de-
pire to present for couslderation,
namely, the establishing of a proper
character, as Latter-day Baints, be-
fore God our Father.

I am under the sirongest impres-
sion,that the most valuable consider-
atlon, aud that which will be of the
most service when we relurn to the
gpirit world, wiil be that of having
established a proper and well de-
fined character as failhful and con-
gistent Latter-day Sainis in this
state of probation. In ¢ases wherea
stranger spplies for employment, or
an eflice of trust, it i: oflen reguired
that he produce papers attesting his
worthiness, frooa reliable perties,
- Jetters of recommendation and of
introduction which are exceedingly
useftll in thelr way, assldting in ob-
talniug favors and privileges which
otherwi-e - womld be  difficult to
secure. . Yt 18, However, ‘compara-
tively, €asy .lo  oblaln a wriiten
character, 831t IS termed, & chiaracter
that one can putl in his pockel; and,
indeed, according 10 my observation
it is not inirequently the case that
people are the _ bearers of
writlen characters which their
real and frue characler fais to at-
test. There'are those among us who
are recognized as members of this
Churcly who take a vasé smount of
pains to be favorably kmown by
thoge arcund them, but whose real
character, or the inwardness so to
speak, of ruch people, is veiled or
disguiscd, veing to all cutward ap-
pearance . reputable  fatter-day
Saints, bul whose inward character,
the characier thai is written indel-
ibly upon their own hearis, would,
if known, render them unflié for the
- assoclation and fellowship cof the
people of God. Now this prayer
that I have referred to—*Search me,
O God, snd know my heari; (ry me,
and know my thoughte: and see if
therse be any wicked way in me,and
lead me in the way everlasting”—
is very Eignificant; It wasa prayer
that David in the principal cotrse of
his life could consclentious’y and
with a asgree of confidence offer up
to the Iord. But there were times
when he would feel the fallering
and quivering scnsation of weakness
in offering up a praver of this kind,

I have reason to believe that many
of the® Latier-day Bainls, during a
great portion: of their lives, could
approach tie Xord inall confidence
aund miake this esame  praver

aid ue In the work of righteousness
all the day long, to enable us to sac-
1ifice our own will to the will of the
Father, to battle against our falien
nature, and to do right for the love
of deing right, keeplng our eye zin.
gle to the honor and glory eof God.
To do this there must be an inward
feeling of the mind that is conscious
of the responsibility that we are un-
der, that recognizes the fact that the
eye of God is upon us and that our
every act and the motives thatl
prompt it must be accounted for;
and we must{ be constantly en ra-
port with the @2pirit of the l.ord.
We should strive earnestly to estab-
lish the principles of heaven within
us, rather than trouble ourselves in
fostering anxieties like the foolish
ple of the Tower of Babel, to
reach its location before we sre prop-
erly and lawfully prepared f{o be-
come its inhabitants, Its advan-
tages and klessings, in a measure,
can be obtained in this probstionary
state by learning to live in confo:-
mity with 1is laws and the practice
of ifs principles, To do this, there
must tea feeling and determica-
tion todo God’s will
There are mavy things (that I ad.
mire in the character of the pro-
phets, and especially in that of
Moses., J admire his determinatioan
to cairy out the word and will of
God with regard to Israel, end his
readiness {0 do everything that was
in the power of man, assisted by the
Almighiy; and above all I admire
his.  integrity and fldelity
to the  Lord. There  is
sometbing very beautiful and lovely
to contemplate in the charceter of
the children of Recbab of whom I
have read; thero 15 something that
ought to commsand (he admiration
of all men, and indeed, Go d himeself
admired it and recognized it in the
great promise that He made their
father as a recognition of this re-
markable viciue exhibited in their
character; namely, **Jona’‘ab the
son of Rechab ghall not want a man
to stand before me forever,”” How
comforting and coneoling, what a
feeling of gratification snd joy to
the heart of a patent to receive euch
& promige frem the Lord, because of
the obedience of his children in
strictly adhering to this counsel;] his
posterity forever should be repre-
sented among those who should
stand before the Lord. .And God
admires the men and wemen fo-
day who pursues a course cf recti-
tude and who, nitwithstanding the
powels of Safan tasxt are arrayed
agalnst them, can say, Get thee

{rightecus, a Godly life, and euch
f pecple have influence with God and
thelr prayers avail much., Mo:es,
for instance, had such power with
the Almighty a: to change His
purpose on & certaln cccasion. It
will be remembered that the Lord
became angry with the fsraclites
and declared to Moses that He would
desiroy them, and He would take
Moges and make of him a great peo-
plesand would bestow upon him
and his posteritly what He had
promized to Israel. Bat this great

~‘Seafeh:’ me," O God, and
kncw my bearty and geeif there be
any wicked way in me}” but if we,
as a people, could live so &8s 10 be
able at all t'mes (o bow before the
Lord and effer up a P‘I'.EIEF like this,
what a delightiul thing ¥ would be,
"what an_attalhmene.- e should
have acquired in righteouscess and
good works! Toevery person who
has a8t héart the preparing of him-
sell for the greaf change, that is the
work .of regenération, I would
recomamend thathe adopt this pray-
er of David, and sco how nesar he
can live aceording t0 the light that
he has, soes toxmake it iIn sall sin.
cerity part of his devoticus to God.
Many fall in coming up to this
standard of excellence becausze they
do things in secret where morialeye
cannot penetrate, that haev a direct
tendency fo alienate them from the
Almighty and to grieve away the
Spirit of God, Buch persons cannot
in their private closeluse this pray-
er; they could not Giless they had
repented of their sins and repaired
the wrong they may have commit.
ted, and determined to do better In
the future than they had done in
the past, and 10 efablish a charao.
ter before God that eocvld be relled
upon in the hour of trial,-and that
weuld fi6 them to &ssociale with
holy beings and wilh the Father
himgelf when they shill have pass-
ed into the spirlf world., In order
to arrive nt thie mtmte ;of - prefection
that David ¢id when he potired cut
his soul to the Letd in the prayer
that I have referzed 1o, we must beo

leader and lawgiver, faithful to his
trust, stood in the gap and there
p]ﬂﬂ[i with the Lord on behaif of his
pecple; by the power that he could
exerciee and did exercise, he was
the m=ans of saving the people from
threateneéd destructien, - How noble
siid giorious Moeses must have ap-
peared in the eyes of the Lord, and
‘'what a scurce of gatisfactionit muet
have been to Him to kaow that his
chosen people, in their obstinate
and ignorant ccendition, had such a
man a$ their head,

In Jengh sgain we find an inter-
esting trait of character. When up-
on the raging water-,anqd fears were
e¢xpressed by the sailors as to their
ability to save the ship, Jonah feel.
| ing conseience stricken atibhe course
be had taken in nef proceeding to
Nineveh ascommanded of the Yiord,
came forward and coufessed himself
a8 being the cause of the disaster
that was about (o ‘befall them, and
was wiiling' to be eacrificed in the
Interest of those on bosrd. Also in
other Empheta and men ef God, al-
though they may have ¢n certain
oecasrons, like Jonali, exhibited
weaknesses,there issomething really
grand and mdmirable shown in
their character, Bat such treits of
character as 'we find evinced in ths
encient woithiesare not the pro-
dacts of accldént of chanes, neither
are they acquired in a day, a week, a
month, or ‘a year, but @ére gradual
developments, the re-ults of con-
tinued faithfuloess to God and to
truth, independent. of either the
plandits or criticisms of men, -

true men ‘and- trae women; &o
must have faith iargely developed
and we.must. he worthy of the
companionship of the Holy Ghostto

Written charactera do not always

ansunt (o mueh; they are well

enough in their place however, It
i3 important that we, as Lat.

ter-day Salnts, should wunder-
stand and bear in mind that
gsalvation comes through the grace
of God and through the develop:
ment in us of those principles that
governed those righteous ple be
fore mentioned. The ideals not to
do good because of the praise of men;
but to do good because in doing
good we develope godliness within
us, and this being the case we shall
become allled to godliness, which
will in time become part and port-on
of our being. I will re’er again to
the Rechabiles, and the strong
temptation that they were under
when inviied to the Temple ef God
and there, in one of the apart-
ments, asked by Jeremiah, one of
the greatest Prophets, to drink
wine; or, in other words, to do some-
thing that they had been instructed
by their father not to do. Bat they
could not be moved, the teaching of
their father had found an abiding
place in their hearts, and the conse.
quence was that they utterly refus-
ed to do what the Prophet of God
told them (o do. The Lord Him-
self admired the course that they
took in this matler, and ~as led, ss
I before eaid, to make such a glori-
ous promise to the houseof Rechab;
and I would not be astonished to
Enow that among this people may
now be found some of the descend-

| ledging his hand in adversity as in

that He has given us houses and
lands, flocks and herds, and has put
us in the way to obtain the conveni-
ences and comforts of life. We, no
doubt, appreciate ocur temporal con-
dition, snd would dislike very much
to be deprived of these blessings
we enjoy. And some wonder as to
how fur the hand of oppressicn will
he allowed to disturb the quiet of
our mountain home+, and whether
we as Individuale, will ever pass
through what this people endured
in early days. This 1s a maflter that
should not trouble the BSaintas of
God particularly; but what, to my
mind, is far more importanti-, what
can we do under the circumstanc:s
to elevate ourselves still higher in
the righteousness of our God. What

sdvgta ges, blessings snd privileges

d is system of salvation, which
we have obeyed, afford, and what
means chall te employed to realize
them? If there should be a sacrifice
demanded it will be very opportune
for all tho:e who wish to make their
religion a study,and who are endea-
voring to conform to {its require.
mente, by living it in their every-
day ]it’e, to show their willingness to
bow to 1he will of Jehovah, acknow

prosperity.
I remember very well the cloudy
and stormy days of Kirtland, and

how foolishly some ple acted.

ante,

Do we notattimea do t that
we feel sorry for having doae? It
may bz all very well

stop doing

that they congider and fear the

pub-
licity of the wrong they

self; they wonder what peop

say when they hear of ii, ete. Aud, |ourselves in the secret clcset, to as-

cn the other hand, some are indue-
ed to do certain things in order to
recelve the approbation of their
friends, and if their acts failto draw
iorth faverable comuz ents or to be
recognized, tbey feel as though their
labor had be:n lcst, and what good
they may have done was a total
failure, Now, If wereally desire to
draw near to God; if we wish to
place ourzelves in accord with the
good epirits of the eternal worlds;
if we wish to establish with in our
selyes that faith which we resd
about and by which ancient saints
preformed such wouderful works we
must, after we obtain ths Holy

| behind me Satan, and who live a |

Spirt, hearken to ité8 whisperings
and conform to its suggestions, and
by no act of our iives drive it from
ue: Lt is true that we | are weak err-
ing creatures liableat any time to
grieve the Spirit of God; butro soon
as we discover ourselves in a fault,
we should repent of that wrong do-
ing and as far as possible "repsair or
make good the wrong we may have
committed. By taking this courze
wesirengihen our character, we ad-
VaDCe our own cause, and we fortify
ourzelves agrs inst temptation} andin
time we shall have so far evercome
as to really astonish ourselves at the
progress we have made in gelf-
government, and improvement.

We have received a Gospel that {s
marvelous in its cperations: through
obedience to 1ts requirements we

mav receive the choicest bles<ings |

that have ever been promised to
or bestowed upon mankind in any
age of the world,. But, like the
child with the toy or the piaything,
we too oflen sutisfly ourselves with
the perishable things of timse, for-
gelting the opportunities we have of
developing within us the grent, the
eternal principles of life and truth.
The Liord wishes to establish a closer
and more intimate relationship be
twesn himeself and us; He wishes to
eievate us in the scale of being and
intelligence, and this can conly be
done through the medium of the
everlasting Gospel which is specially
prepared for this purpose. Says the
Apostle Jobn: “KEvery man that
has this hope in him purifieth him-
self, even a8 Ha (Christ) is pure.”
Are the Latler day Baints spplying
the prineiples of the Gospel to their
liveg, and thus accompliehing the
disign of God?

We sometimes, though perhaps
not fo a great extent, trouble cur-
selvesabout some probable or possi-
ble perseculion tha$ our enemies
may bring upon us.  We look upon
the past history of the Church and
tee that the Lord bhas suffered our
enemies on ceriain occasions, to des. |
troy our houses, despoil usffof our
property and drive us from one p’'ace
to snother. We fay,such things
have be:n allowed; and we query in

provided we | gtaced themselves, having behave
such things when we|lD & manuner
know them to be wroug; when we | brought the blush of shame to their
see the eviland then reform, that|cheeks, There was a reasom for
is all we can do, and all that can- be | that. Had they lived =0 th:t they
asked of any man. But undoubtedly, | could have offered up in their hearts

it is too much the case with some | David’s prayer they would not hav.
those who|

commit | apostatized and fell in the hour of
mors than ecommitiing the wrong it- | trial, It would be well to ex:amine
le will |ourselves, hold communion with|

There were men who occupied high
standing in the Chu:ch, who dis-

which aflerwards

been numbered among

certain how we stend ss Elders in

| are not only

=

accomplish what God has de-igned
to do through us; we nhuulqgt.?m
and women of faith and peWe gg
well as good works, and when we
diecover ourselves careless or juodit,
ferent in tne least, it should be suffi.
cient for us to know it in order to
mend our ways and return to the
path of duty. R - %
When our friends ate siricken
down by sickhess and disease, or
when our little ones are in the ago.
nies of pain and death, there should
be Elders in our midst who have ed-
ucated themselves sothoroughly in
developing the gifis of S pirit
within them, and in the
Saints have such perfact confidence,
that they would always be sought
alter instcad of doctors, Thereare
men among us who the gift
of Lealing, »nd might have great
faith; but they do not exercise the
gift, they do vot live for if, and,
therefore, do not have the power to
use it so effectually as they might,
There are men in this Church who
are as good in thelr hearts and eel-
ings &8 men ever were, but lack faith
and energy,and do notobtsln renllly}
what 1s their privilege to receive.
their fai h, their energy and de.

termination were equel fo
| their good feelings and de-
sires; their honesty and good.
ness, they would indeed be

mighty men in Israel; and sickness
and disease and the power of the
«vil one would flee before them as
chaff Lefore the wind. Yet, we say
we a'e & good people and “thkat we
holding our own but
makiog great advauces in righteous-
ness before God; and'mo doubt, we
are. Butl wish (o impress upon
you, my brethren and sizters that
there are Eldera amoug, us
endowed with spiritual gifts
that may be brought into exercise
through the ald of the Holy Ghost,
Tue gifis of the Gospel must be cul.
tivated by diligence and jpersever.

Israel before the Lord, so that if

| need be we may renew our diligence

and faithfulness, and increase our
good works.

There is no doubt, rpeaking of the
peogle a3 a whole, tha«t we are
greatly improving in the sight
of God. But although this
is undoubtedly tHe case, I am con-
viaced there are persons amcng us
endowed with epiritual gifts and sas
ceptible of cultivation, that could be
exercised, if they chosey, to a far
grealer extent than they are, and
who could move muech fast-r in the
ways of holiness and get much n«ar-
er to the Lord. - Bat the spirit
which attends the things of this
world is cperating upon them to that
extent that they do not iucrease
those spiritusl] powersand blessings;
they do not ploce themselves in that
close r-lationship
Is their privilege, as men holding
the holy Priesthood, called and
chozen to perform a special work in
the midst ot mankind, Asit wa-
| with Peter and the rest of the Apos-
tlas in the days of their glocm,when
the Master, the Bavior of the world,
hung wupon the c-oes, their hope
and prosp-cts sunk in darkness,
having lost the real epirit of the

Let us go a firhing; let us return to
our nets, to our former business,
S0 it is with eome in our day, There
are men among us upon whom the
Bpirit of the Almighty onece rested
mightily, whose intentions were
once a8 good and pure as those of
angels, and who msade covenants
with God that they would serve
Him and keep His commandments
und.r every and &ll circumsiances;
and many of such were ready and
willing to leave their wives and
children to go or come as the csse
might be in the interezt of the cause
they had espsused. But how is it
now with some of those Elders?
They do not feel so to.day. Their
aflections are set upon the things of
this world which the Lord has en-
abled them to acquire, thaf they
wait now until they are called, and
in many- instances when called,
they cobey more ouf of a desire to
retain their standing snd position,
than a real heari-felt love of the
Iabor to which they may have becn
called. |

This is the condition of all! men,
ro matter how well they slart out,
who allow their thoughts and affec-
tione to run after the world and its
ways, and it {3 a plain and indeput-
able proof that when this is the
case with men they luve the worls
more than they love the Lord and
His work upon the earth. Having
received the light of the everiasting
Gospel und paricken of the good

our minds, whether they will still
be permitted to bring trouble upon-

us,and if so, to what extent. Weac|and glorious

things of the kingdom and being of
the seed of Israel and hieirs to great

to the Lerd that it

| mission to which they had b.en |
|ealled, in their dispairy, they eaid,

all military

nneeﬁn The ancient Prophets when
desifing some pecu'iar blessing, or
important knowledg», revelation or
vision, would esometimes fast and
pray for days and even weeks for
that pu .

As Baints of God, Elders of Israel,
we should be willlng to devote tims
aud lsbory; making cvery necessary
eacrifice in order to obtain the pro-
Eer spiritual qualifications to be

ighly useful in our several callings,
And may the Lord insjire every
heart with the importance of these
matters that we may seek dilligent-
ly and energetically for the gifts snd
powers promised in the Gospel we
have obveyed.
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OUR WASHINGTON CORRES-
PONDENT.

TIHE SIGNAL SERVICE~FORT MYER
SIGNAL SERVICE RECRUITS—CON-
GRISSIONAL BUSINESS-THE VETC~
FAEBRICATIONS ABUUT UTAH=UNa-
AUTHORIZED USE OF MR. CANNON'S
NAME BY REPUORTERS,

WasnineTon, D. C.
. “Aug. 4, 1882."

| Editor Deseret News:

During my residence in Washing.
ton I have made the scquaintance
of several members of the BSignal
Corps, U.B.A., and 1t has been with
p'easure that I listened to a reclial
| of its usefuiness to the cou« try.

The other day, having ccecasion fo
visii a friend of mine who iesides on
the Virginia side of the Potomac,
and being near Fort Myer the head.
quariers of the signal corps, I ex-
pressed a desire to visit the Fort inp
question. We staried upon our
walk Just about sundown. The day
had been extremsely hot, but the
walk through the woods, resonant
with the music of innumersble
birds, was very delightfual indeed.
True, the pathway which we we:e
compelled to {ullow was the reverse
of emooth and straight, It wess up
hill and down dell.. Yet the luxu-
riance of the arbor was more than a
recompence for any and all of the
discomforls we enecountered on cur
WHFH
Fort Myer isin cloze proximity to
Arlington Cem . It is pleasant-
iy eituated—aay_ 150 feei above sen
levol-and commands as fine a view of
Washingion City ;and of the Wash-
ington monumen) in' paritleslar ns
c.n be hadanywhere, At the Fort
I was introdaced to Sergeant Maha-
ney, the r'rst sergeant of the corpse,
whio Kindly condueted me through
the buildings. The intericr arrange-
ments call for no special comment,
They »re such ss are to be fonnd in
barracks— everything

premises, we should

scrupulously clean and tidy and

knowledge that God has blezged us, ' Iabor with fidellty and d!ligence fo!nothing cut of order,
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