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the prospect in the creek nation iis very
promising while there is but little interest mani-
festedf in thetile cherokee and choctaw nations
I1 weVP calculate to employ all the gravelintraveling elders
in the creek nation and hope to see the work in
a flourishing condition in a short time I1 remain
dear sirsir yours truly 5init lipflipfilp new and everlasting
covenant HENRY W MILLER

hennyHENRY eyring clerk
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REPORTED BY GEO D WATT

I1 in thankfulthanksua that tilehie weather has become so
emilj that we cancall again meet in this bowery which
iii large enough to the
also that we areore here under comfortable circum-
stances happily situatesituadandledard trust that for several
months to come none of the saints will be under
the necessity of coming here an hour or two be-
fore the meeting commences inin order to obtain a
seat here nor of going away because there is not
loom

there has been a goodsealgood dealdeai said by thetile brethren
who have just spoken to you and I1 have not
heard anything butbat what pleases me but what I1
consider to be correct their ideas and doctrines
iiliai11 P good

I1 am happy to see br joseph L heywood here
againI1 he liashas had a very tedious journeylourneyjourney and
raratherther a wearisome sojourn at thehe devilsbevils gate
during most odthe past winter many of the
brethren and sisters in this congregation1 can testi-
fyfy that the devil s gate iisi a placelace ratralratherher subject
to cold ana storms and that hardships are com-
mon

corn-
mon from thathat point to this

many persons are so constituted thathat itif you put
them in a parlor keep a 9good fire for them fur-
nish them tea cakecako sweetmeatssweetmeats etc and nurse
them tenderly soaking their feet and putting them
to bed they will die illin a hortshort timotiro but throw
them litointo snow banks and they will live a great
anany years arbr heywood would havellave been in
liisbis grave longm aagogro if liehe hadlied not led an outdoorout door
life and such isi the case with others but lie is
again liere addarid we have the privilege of seeing
ymh m

it rejoices me to hear the brethren rise uptip and
tellfell their feelings

I1 their faith and views I1 was
much gratgratifiedfied with the remarkremarks mademide by ars
william H hooper and robert T burtonbarton eieespe-
cially upon the subject of obedieobedienceice

it may at first sight appear strange andarid is so to
arlan uninspired mindkinf that any people should have
a want of confidence and faith in a lighte
oilon the earth a lack which blightsbaights their hopes andarid
faith quicker than it does to lackazic confidence in
their god this is tilethe casecasp howeverlioiio wever curious it
mayroay appeal though we may hear some men de-
clare thathat they aih to have such confidence in
their leaders as not to 1inquire whether thethithiss or that
isiq ilightight but to perform what they are bidid to do
no man will have that degreedenee of confidence unless
it is founded untruthin truth heie a question immediate-
ly occurs to the mind will it save thetile people to
doto as thethey are told by any mailman upon the earth if
they a ce in the neglect of their duty towards their
god indand do notnoe enjoy the spirit of thehe lord jesus
christ the answer is obvious no one can have
that implicit in a righteouscu man un-
less that person isig in the line of duty

tilethe difficulty with the whole world illin their
divisions and subdivisions is tlthatat they have no
more confidence in eachfach other than they have in
their god and thaithat is nomnow at all no not one
particle tilistills confuses nations andarid breaks them
iiup it weakens them and theyhey tumble to pieces
it disturbs cities and countries and really the
seeds of destruction are within those kingdom
where the people have not confidence in each
other

tilethe apostle john treating upon the love of
godgod that shouldshoud dwell within uuss wilteswrites for liehe
that loveth notdot his brother whom he hathbath seen
howfow can he love god whom liehe hath not seen
it is impossible this subject is not understood
vyVS the human family pattiranaturallyI1 ly they have no
conception of thetile charactercha called brothelbrothel by
the apostle arjustAs just observed by br hooper thethey
have in theirthein m ads andarid creeds formed ideas of a
great many characters that theyilley call godgol with
the majority of titfithf christian world there are
three godsotisoils in one with them that merile god is
three persons and stillSO but one which actually
amounts to highi being no god at all why be-
cause liehe ilas ro body parts or passionspassions conse-
quent is nothing at all idea virtually an
nihllattis the being they profess to believe to be
three in gnpon

what effect has this doctrine wherever thehe in-
fluence of the christian world extend
ver they preach their own doctrindoctrinee they destidestroyoy
every idea of god in filefhe mindsmindretof every person
they have influence over consequently they know
nothingof him and of course we cannot expect
the people to have confidence inin him he know-
inincinz the weaknesses of men is compasscompassionateloieloaeioie
and if they speak against him inin a manner dederog-
atory to liishis character misrepresenting his person
and speaking evil of hishia dignity lie attributes that
to the delusion and ignorance which his professed-
ly

professed
christian people have spread so generally illin tilethe

cfof thelleilelie people andanil holdsbohls themthem not guilty
inin consequence of

let usits evenesen speak against a fellow deinebeing with
whom weiye are acquaintedand do understandstand one
whom we can see and comprehend whose life and
cordua weive at e femiliar with and unless faulfaultsS

are made manifestst that we have a privilege of ex
posing in that individual it will destroy our faith
and confidence and weaken us more than it will
to speak against a being that we know nothing of
thisthis is reasonable and is according hogoodto good sound
10logicalegle sense and argument

itt is folly in the extreme for persons to say that
they love God when theytheadodo not love their breth-
ren and it is of no useu se for them to say that they
have confidence in god when they have none iiiin
r men for theytiley do not know aanythingthing
about god it is reasonabler for the elderseiderseiversn of
israel to be very sangsanguineilineidine and strenuous on this
point and were I1 to be asked whether I1 have

janyailall experience in this matter I1 can tell the peo-
ple that once in my lifeilfe 1 feltafeitafeltfeit a want of confidence
in br joseph smithsnailit soon after I1 becamebedaine acquaint-
ed with him it was not concerning religious
matters it was not about his revelations
was inarf relation to his financiering to his manag-
ing the temporal affairs which iehe undertook A
feefecfeelingling came over me that joseph was not right
in his financial management though I1 presume the
feeling did not last sixty seconds and perhaps not
thiry but that beelinfeeling came onoil me once andarid
once only from the time I1 first knew the
day of his deadeathtb itlt gave merne sorrow of heartdaanda I1 clearly saw anda nd understood by the spirit of
revelation manifested to me that if I1 was to har-
bor a thought in my heart that joseph could be
wrong inirp anything I1 would begin to lose confi-
dencedencee in him and that feeling would growprow from
step to step and from one degree to another un-
til at last I1 would hhaveave the same lack of confi-
dence in liishis being the mouthpiecemouth piece for the al
inmightygaty and I1 would be lettiettaeft as br hooper ob-
served upon tilethe brink of tliethe precipice ready to
plunge into what we may call the gulf of ingi
delily ready to believe neneithertherthen in god or his ser-
vants and to say that lierethere is BOno goigod or if there
is we do not know anything about him that we
are here and by and bye shallshail go from herherr and
that is all we shall know such persons are like
those whom the apostle calls as natural brute
beasts made to be taken andami destroyed 1I
Iadmitted in my feelings and knew all the time
that joseph was a humanhilman being and subject to erry
still it was none of my business to hokbok after hisgizi
faults

I1 repented of my unbelief and that too vervveryvery
suddenly I1 repented about as quickly as I1 cogcowcom-
mitted thet ie error it was not for me to question
whether joseph was dictated by the lord at all
times and under all circumstances or not I1
never had the feeling for one moment to believe
that any man or set of men or beingsbrings upon the
face of the whole earth had anything to do with
him for liehe wasivas superior to them all and held the
kelsofkeyskess of salvation over them had I1 not thorough-
ly thithir 3 aniand believed it I1 much doubt
whether I1 should ever have embraced what is
called he was calledcabled of god
god dictated him and if he hadhal a mindlind to leaveleav e

himself and let him commit an error tbt
was no business of mine aad it yagwagwas not for me
to question it itif thehe lord was disposed to let jo-
seph lead the people astray for he had called
himhlin and instructed him to gather israel and re-
store the priesthood and kingdom to them

I1it waswis not my prerogative to call him in quesgues
lion with regard to any act of his life he was
gods servant and not mine he did not belonbelong
to the people but to the lord and was doing trethe
work of the lord and if liehe should suffer himhira to
lead the people astray it would be because they
ought to be led astray if ilehe should suffer them
to be chastised and some of them dosdsdestroyedtroyed it
would be because they deserved it or to accom-
plish some righteous purpose that was my aithfaithf
and it is my faith still

if we have any lack confidenceof in those
whom the lord has appointed to lead the people
how can we have confidence in a being whom wenye
know nothingm about ititisis nonsense to talk about
it it will weaken a person quicker to loseloge con-
fidence in those who dictate the affairs of gocs
kingdomkin dom on earth than to say 1I do not knew
whether there is a god or not and icareicaraI1 naregare tothillnonothingthill
about him A man or woman will not be pre-
pared to be taken by thethe enemy and I1leded captive
by the devil so quickly for didisbelieving in a being
theytiley do not know about as for disbelieving in
those whom they do knowknoy

to say nothing of names creeds or titles br
josephjospph taught andarid it is taught to the people now
continually to have implicit confidence in our
leaders to be sure that we live so that christ is
within us a living fountainfountabitahi that wevre may have the
holy ghost withinwilin usits to actuate dictate and
direct us every hour and moment of our lives
the people are urged frofrom jear to year and from
sabbath to sabbathsabha to live very near unto thehe
lord to forsake every sin and cling to the lord
with all our hearts minds and souls so that we
may know by the spirit of revelation whenever
truth comes to uaus

how many hundreds and bundbUDdhundredsreds of times
have you been laughttaught that if people neglect their
prayers andarid other daily duties that they quickly
begin to love fhethe world become vain in their
imaginations and liable 0too go astray loving all the
day longiong to do those things that the lord hates
and leaving undone those things that the lord re-
quires at aa hands whenaplepeople neglect their
private duties should their leaders lead them
astray they will go blindfolded will be subject to
the devil and be led captive at his will how
useless thistills would be how unnatural unrea-
sonable and unlike the gospel and those who be-
lieve it

how are we going to obtain implicit confidence
in all the wordswolds aridand doings of josephJosepliepil by one
principle alone that is to live so that the voice of
the spirit will testify lo10 us allailalithethe time that he is
the servant of thefile riotmostrio t highsmHigh so that we can real-
ize as it were fliptile lords Aedeclaringclaring that joseph is
my servant I1 lead him day by day whithersoever
I1 will and dictate him to do whatever I1 will he
iis my mouthboulli to the people and isay to the na-
tions of th earth hear ye thetiie servants I send or
you cannot be saved this is comprehendedcomprehendtd in
liletile remremarksarkiareti just made by br burton wilwllwhichich com-
priseI1 e oaneonele oft thetha greatest and fullest tthatlitait

can be preached in the world and I1 wish we
hadllad moremoimor e elders to go and preach just suchsue ser-
mons bjby tiltiietile powerpoyer of god that is 141I know that
joseph smith isis a prophetProp lietilet of god that this is
life gospel of salvation and if you do not believe
itsouit you will be damned every one of you

that is one of0 the most important sermons that
ever was preachedI1re cliedcited and then if they could add
ananythinghing by11 illilithe power of the spirit it would be
allali1 I1 right wllwitwhenen a manroan teaches that doctrine by
thethe p er of god in a congregation of sinners it
isis one of thetile loudest sermons that was everexer
preached to them because thetile spirit bears testi-
mony to it that is theth preaching which yonyogi liealhear
all tilethe timelime viz to live so that the voicevoice of
gods spirit will always be with younouNvouou and then
youxouon know that what voir hearbear from the leadsheads of
thet lielle people is right when you do not so live you
atareaiee ignorant addaldand thenhen when you testify youyonou tes-
tify to whaiwhatwhat youyonoil know nothing0 of llielite so that
you can know andarid testtestifyfy to everyevery principle that
isis

right notpot with mere lipilyllyill service but from the
heart hebe able to say truly 1 I know that every-
thing

Pevery
is rilihtlit I1

11 1
As I1 have frequently said to this people they

are a good people we are striving to make the
kingdom of heaven many think that this people
hehaee got to make great sacrifices but what have
we to sacrifice nothing for all is the lordlords
but supposupposee that we had something to sacrifice
they would be willing to do itlt they would be
wilimwilling to do anything for the sake of salvation
they llavehave already forsaken their homes aridand
friends and come here to serve thetile lord and how
continue shall I1 say continue 16 reform yes
continue this reformation that liashas been talked
about continue to improve yourselves to live so
that your faith and knowledge will increase inin
the things of god that our minds may be opened
to those things that pertain tolo our peace and eter-
nal salvation and live no more in the dark where-
by you are constrained to say 1 I do not under-
stand the thinesthings that are taught these are great
and marvellousmarcellousmarv ellous things they are beyondliyon my com-
prehension I1 do not know thywhy it iiis ehtelthat I1 feel as
I1 do many times I1 have feelings come on meroe that
I annotcannot account fortoi

if you live near to godgad and every moment have
your minds filled with fervent desires to keep the
law of god you will understand bethe spirit that
comes to you you will know bowhow to build up the
lords kingdom and increase in every goodg thing
and it will be oneore continual scene orof rejoicing lilillin-
stead of mourningmourn inginz those who mourn and feel
that they have rereallydllyally endured sufferings and afflic-
tions aiyuav sacrifices to a great amount for the
kingdom of heaven do not enjoy the spiritirit of
their religion they do not enjoy the
this hholyoly gospel for they do not live near enough
to the lord so90 that christ is in them like a living
fountain like a well of0 water springing up to
everlasting life

the persons wlwhoho enjoyendor that spirit are never sor-
rowfulcowf iliill nor cast down they never endure afflic-
tions and mourn because they supposupposee that they
have sacrificed for the gospel but they are always
joyful always cheercheerfulfillfril with a happy smile on
their faces and as br robert said it doesabes make
the devil mad that is true it makei him mad
that he cannot afflict this people seso asai to make
them havehaie a sad countenance

when you come across those who have a won-
derfulderf ua sight of trouble trouble with their wives
and with their neighbors it is those who do notdot
live their religion those who have the spirit of
their religion feel hope bound in their feelings and
have a word of comfort for themselves their
families and their neighbors and all is right with
them let us make the building up of thefile king-
dom of heavenhearen our first and only interest and ailall
will be well sure

have we reason to rejoice bellavewe havellave there
is no other people on thistins earth under such deep
bbobligation to their creator as are thetae latter day
saints the gospel has brought to us the holy
priesthood which is again restored to the children
of men the keys of that priesthood are here
we hayehave them inin our possession we can unlock
and we calican uptip we can obtain salvation
and we can admadministerimster it we have thetile power
within our own hands andarid this has been isylay deep
mortification oneon that I1 have frequently spoken
of to think that a people having intheyin their

1
r posses-

sion all the principlesprillcip lesies keys andarid powers of eternal
heife t so greagreatt salvation wevie have
theae blessings they are with us

have we the visible hand of god with us we
hatehave many circumstances transpired lattlait year
with regard to the immediate provi dences of gadgod
cancad we see the visible baudhand of the lord in his
dealings to us this seasonbeasonson we callcan any per-
son who could have numbered israelIs rae I1 in the valleys
of the mountains and the bushels of grain taken
from thoiho earth last fall would have baldsaid there is
not enough grain raised iliin 1856 to last the people
to thehe first of april 183718577

that was so0o obviously the prospect that br
kimball prophesied that there would be harder
times iliin 1857 than we hadllad seen iuin 1856 ibold
him that I1 would bring to bear all my falthfaith and
all the power I1 had and tillall inymy ability against that
prophecy when he said the times would be hard-
er this year than they merewereere last still there were
no human prospects visible figusfeigus bealls or sub-
stance to prevent it according to the number of
bushelsbugbus liela of grain taken fronifrom tilethe earth addaud the
number of people in thistills territory to be susu
therewith there was a better prospect for our
suffering for wantwont of food this yeryear thauthan there
waslawas iu either 1856 or 1855 but I1apropro my-
self that I1 should exercise my power against
prophecy br heberHeber says amen I1tuto that state
ment now lieile said so then and I1 knowkaow that liehe
would rather have it fail to have thetile people
lummersuffer

er heber save fhetilethe wheat swells I1 believe
that it inclucincreasesreses iliin the gralgraigranarieslaries I1 havehava be-
lieved that principle for many years I1 know
that God has dealt willi me audand with others in a
way thitthatth it camlotcannot be accounted for epou commoncrommon
modesnodesodes of reasonreasoninging I1 have heretofore mentioned

some may neakthink the trifling circumstance of

a mansinana finding money inhi his pocket that could
not have been there unless aian angel or somecome
other person had put it there unbeknown tato that
man flour and wheat have been found in bar-
rels audard birs after they had been taken out evenevell
to thellie scraping of the barrels and that too with-
out the owners knowing liowflow the stock lied been
replenished who put it there is notdot for me to
say but I1 know who did not let the people
guess whowiio put it there

havehiveH ive we any visible signs of the providences of
god to us we have if men have their eveseyes
open to seeseo for themselves if this people calledcelled

1 latter day saints could see by tilethe visions of the
spirit the handhaldilarilal d dealings of the lord as visible usIs
some see there would be nothing but rejoicing
among us from the oldest to the youngest fromfront
thetile first to thetile lastlait from the one sidesidd of this globegoba
to the other

we will nowdow turn right round andbud ask aresire
there afflictions yeses people are taken slcklek
and die and we have not the power to keepkeel them
alive and 1 do not think I1 would if I1 had power
and I1 do not think I1 will when I1 have power be-
cause I1 illenilienhen shall have more wisdom than I1 havehavo
now knowledge is power and as I1 gain inovknow-
ledge I1 gain power if we will consider kickie

things we will seesea that tilethe visible hand of the
lord is with us continually

let the latter day saints in these volkvoik ys of
the mountains ask themselves this question do
wowe as a community as a church and kingdom of
god on the earth as individuals believe that if
we had shut up tilethe bowels ot ouroar colnot sioufion last
fall and said to our immigration sufferhummer and
perish iliin thetha mountains I1 have nothing to lattre
I1 cannot relieve you we should have as much
grain and substance on harldhand hsas wevie now have
would not every man and woman exclaim we
would ilaailaehaveliaa been in poverty and want what
has made us rich in this matter one united ef-
fort by this people to bring the men women and
children out of lleilelietile snow and off fromfront the plains
aridand keep them from perishing hereherohere are the
wheat tiletha barleybarlev thetha corn the boys boreebornnborau
mules blankets addlessaddles ac go my brethren
and bring thothosese persons off the plains they
went and that too cheerfully

br kimball says that that movement prevented
his cys comingcoining to pass if that did litittit I1
wish I1 could as easily and cheaply turn aside all
prophecies of that kindhind and nature for I1 do not
wishvish this people to suffer totogologogo hungry and naked
nor to be sick andarid afflicted or inill painpaid I1 want
them to live and increase iliin every goodgool work

suppose the whole community should ask
ththemselvesives this question do you nnotot believe that
the lord has favored and blewblemblesseded us in conse
quence of ouroar doing right yes we wouldouli reply
at once we believe that our faith to our god anand
proving ourselves friends to him and his people
and being kind to the suffering poor have causticaus it
his blessings to be poured out uponupon us and wawe
are favure das we are if the ptpeopleupleupla continue to
be hemblole befordbefore him hishia command-
ments to love and serve the lord and forsakeforsak
those little trifling concouconcernscerns which pertain to tilethe
world alidand to the spirit of the world alach is the
spirit of sorrow anxiety and trouble addaad get thetha
spirit of the lord and live in it we shall lucreaseincrease
iain the facilities of life we shall have the comforts
of life from our gardens farms orchards flocks
and herds and we shallishall have means to gather up
the poor from every land

this is thetile land of zion west of us is a body
of water that we call the pacific and to the east
there is another largojarge body of water which we
call the atlantic and to tilethe north lii where they
have tried to discover ait northwest i3 thes
waters surround the laud of zion and we will
bring thetha poor home to this landlind these valleys
are nothing more than a temporary hiding pihpikblueeee
for tiiethe saints and if they will do rightkight hereliere no
power can disturb them ba kind to all to ounour
friends to the household of faith and evenevea to our
enemies do all you callcan to save everybody aidald
the lords haildhand will be over us for good aadand we
will be preserved I1

hitherto there has been too much of a spirit to
hindfind fault but I1 expect that this spiritspirl asveryerycry near
kicked out of doors andarid yenyeu may still hearlicar
some sayingsaving there are hard times coming by and
bye ththe mob are coming the cricketsetsels and zicrassiaserasiaass
hoppers will eat usits outont aney have triedfried that
and I1 have no more fears about one aimyanny than I1
have about the other though thetile cricketsand
grasshoppers are the greatest plague for becanwe can
hit men butbu t when you hit one cricket or rassrags
hopper the air is at once alive withwid them andarid if
yonyou kill one two come to bury himhlin

D all feelingfeelings of fear and say bothinnothingI1about them let it be the whole aim of the
saints to know howbow to build up the kingdom of
godgodonon the earth and if you want to knowenowkilowellowIilow
how to spend your time inquire from hour to hour
whathat youyon can do to do good if necessary takelake
off your hatbat aridand run thi the streets forfon songsona
thing to do go into the gardenparden plplantint potatoes
set out fruit trees sow peas and put all kindskinas of
useful seeds into the ground and when the
devil tellstelis youyowyouyoa to do some wonderful big thingthino
wait until you become some wonderful bibig9 person
and reflect are yet only like one of the
people and must take care ofor yourself

I1 am glad that we have thetile privilege ofotaofrainofaagainalnain
assembling in this bowery where there is plenty
of pure air and theshe people can be comfortable
thetleThe ground under thishis shade is yet damp although
we arave had fires burning upon it to makemaize it as
dryiryily ass possible and it maymoy be wisdom for thos
tate 9 who wear thin shoes 0too brindbringbrin a smallswill

piece of oil cloth or carpet to putph theirReir feet upon
I1 would rather see the sistersfters come to mee inctinzinslinz
with wooden bottomed shoeshop than to come with
their hinefine maiocco shoesfloes and take cold if you
will accustom yourselves to wearing wooden bal-
tocomedormedor thick soled shoesshoeyoueyon you cancall sitale here gitil
impurity

take care offoft yourselves and live as ioniloni as
youyonV86 callcan andoaddoolla 11 the good you callcan lt usits arvtry
to live untilnn il wwee can kickhick thehe devils out of I1thisins
landd andandorfandoffkofl frefremafrerara the eitheaitherth wanta live for


