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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

"MIDDLE TENNESSEE CON{ERENCE.

The Middle 'Tennessee conference
convened at the Hopewell mesting
house, Putonam courty, Tennessee, ov
the 15th and 16th of October, President
H. F. Btout presiding. Elders preaent:
H. F. Btout, Hwen Petersen, J. L.
Bevy, R. G. Willlams, Benj. Gardner,
H. L. Hunter, wvleo President J. G.
Kimbsll.

HBaturday there was a fair attend-
snce, but on Bunday the house wus
fllled to overflowing. The prinviples
of the Goepel were expounded by all
the speakers and President Kimbali
.gsve much valuable instruotion, The
people pald strict attention during all
the meetings and a good epirit pre.
vailed, There were three applicants
for baptisma.

Four cuunci) meetings were held,
‘during which many good ipstructions
were given by President Kimball.

Elder Bwen Petersen, having filled
8 two yesrs mission, wne honcrably
relesred to return home. The other
Elders were asnigned to their respectlve
fields of labor.

Thia is nn old fleld which has been
almyst abandonea until ot late, but it
is now opening up agaln. Our records
ahow about one hundred Baints whose
wheresbouts are not known. Auny
Elder having traveled In this confer-
ence during the past few years will
confer a favor upon Presldent H. F.
Btout by sendinyg the name and post-
office audress of any Baints or any in-
formation that would jead to (heir
wherenbouts. His posteffice nddress
le Bmithviile, Decalb County, Tenn.

Joun L. Brvy,
Clerk of Conference.
Boma, Putoam County, Tenn,

RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.
Heligious services were held at the
Tabernacle, 8ait Lake Clty, Sunday,
Qotober 23rd, 1882, commencing at 2
o’clock p. m., Preeldent Angus M.
Cuonon presiding.
The choir sang the hymn commene-
log:
How are Thy servants blest, O Lord!
How sure i8 their defense!
Prayer was offered by Klder
©. Dunbar.
The cho!r sang the hymun:
Behold the Greaat Hedeemer die,
A Lroken law to sutlafy.
The Prlesthood of the Thirteenth
ward officlated lo the administration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER WILLARD DONE

wne then called upon to uddress the
congregation, He enid, In substance,
that it was to him a serious dJuly to
arise before 8 covgregation of the
Baints und address them upon their
duties, nnd he trusted that be might
be guided by the Bpirit of God and be
led to offer such remarks as might be
heneflcial to the audience and plearing
to God, He wished that the spirit of
revelation and (lruth might notuate
him and dwell in the hearls of the
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hesrers, that there might be unity of
thought and feellnge.

The Qospel contajne all the prinei-
les of trath that ¢xiet on the earlh,
rom whatever source they msay seem
to have emunated, even from eeeming-
l¥ unworthy sources. For truth cornes,
a8 we hold, in all 1zstances originaily
from God. If we compare the dispen-
sations in which we Hive with former
ones, when the Gospel was prenched
and the servants of God were notive in
the administration of the ordinances
thereol, we find that we are ilving
under a dispeneativn of the greatest
importange, We are told to spread the
Gorpel among all®the natlons of the
earth, that people may be judged ac-
cording to how they receive it.

In the Jdlepensution of Adam, a work
had to becarried outdifferent from ours.
Thet was the dispensation of the foun-
Jdation of the work of tbv Liord on earth.
Adam was the progenitor and was
called upon to pnint out to his descend-
ante the coming of the Havior, the Re.
deemmer from slo and death, This
dispensation was followed by others.
The Jirpepzation of Enooch wae very
important, byt his work was confined
more especililly to the peopleo! the
oity which bears his name. Noah
was told to preach repentance o the
generation in his age, a8 u Means of
encaping the coming destructlon. We
are told that only eeven received his
teatimony. .

In the dispeneation of Abraham, he
waa told to leave hle country and
friends with sll the idolutrous influ-
ences by which he was surrounded and
gv and worship God in s iaud to be
glven to him. e did so and his work
had & widspread Influence throughout
the ages.

In the dispepsatlon of Moges, hls
wiwslon was restricted to one people.
He led Israel out of Egypt and after
forly years they reached the promised
land, and founded a natlow which has
given to the world zeveral sacred rec-
ords and the llneage through which
the Messiuh came.

1o the diepensatlon of Christ, He was
given His special mission to perform,
but it was reatrloted to the despend-
aote of Abrabham, a8 far as Hia por-
vonal work was concerned. He ex-

resced thie in His answer to a Byro-

beentclan wom n who asked Him to
perform a joiracle for the benefit of
her child, when He said, it was pol
meet t» take the bread from the child-
ren and give it to the ‘*dugs.” After
the death of Christ, however, the dis-
ciples, were told to go out intoall the
world, but even their mission was lim-
ited. And we know that the powers
and gifteof the Priesthood were poon
taken away from the earth.

In thle respect our dispeneation dif-
fera from all precedin: oues, for the
benefifs of il are to be extended loail,
both Jiviog nod dend, and the work has
been established npever Lo be over-
thrown. The work performed in the
Temples fs not restricted to those liv-
ing on the earth, but it ia done in order
that all mey have nn opportunity to
recei ve the Goapel or refect if. In this
age, therefore, the work of all dizpensa-
tione s consummated. This s the

romise glven to us. Nor shall this
prpel again be tuken away Irom the
earth, but 1t shall remain, untll all
shall have had an or;i)ortunity of re-
celving or rejecting it For what the
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Lord bae promised is true and wi)| be
fuifilled io every detall. The speakep
illustrated his remarks upon this sy,
jeot by saying that when we ook atl g
tree we ¢an pee the stem, the brapnghes
the leaves, the frults, ete., but ngg the
roots, hy which the vers Iife of the trng
lasustained. Bo with thisdiapensatiop
What we see ia the fruiluge but the
roots penetrate all the former ulspen.
sations., It is but the development, the
result of them.

It is & great work, we huve to g
and the question ls: Bhball we be wyi))’
ing snd able to do ? We know hgq
valliantly our predecessors have fought
for it during persecutions of variony
kinds, but do we also> understand the
magnitude of our duties, nnd (g we
tench our children in order that thay
when the responeibdlity shalt pe lalJ.
upon them, shali be able to undertglky
Wen? Do our children underptpng
the prinviples of the Gofpel? Thi, ia
aquestivn which requires immedjate
s swer. Theage of man upop earth
Is limited to three score and ten ¥oars
Few live beyond this and thereforg g

eneration thut now has eharge of the
Churoh of God must 00D pass pwy
and the cbildren will take their places,
This requires all the attention 4f the
varents. OQur glory and power hereafte,
shall devend in a ceriain degree upon
our falthfulnees in this matter, gy
the parents rests the dutly of preparjg
the children for the duties they have
to perform. And if through the jao)
of training the children shaj] he led
into sin, the responsibility wiil reg on
the purents. Heuce the importance g¢
the question, do the children under-
stand thelr dutfes in whalever branch
of the Priesthood they are ciulled o
act? The question cannot be delayed
In certain Instances It 18 apparent that
ohildren are not walkiog im the foot-
steps of the parents. Bundsy sobgole
primaries, Church schovls are eatnb:
lished in order to give the childrey the
oecessary traioing. Mi-sionary work
is extended in this direction anyg i 1s
hoped that it may prove effloient,

The speaker concluded hin remarks
Ly staling that he felt well in the work
of the Lord and he hoped that the
Sailnte might remain fuithfal iy the
im} ortant work he‘ore them,

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. OANNON,

occupled the remsinder of the tjme
apd bore a strong testimony ty the
truth of the remarks of the previgus
speaker and to the imporiance of the
present dispencsation.
The choir rang the anthem:
From afar, gracions Lord,
Thou hiet gathercd Thy fock,
Benediction by Elder Beymour B,
Young.

A COMMITTEE of the labor unfousin
Enpgland has recently published g siate-
ment to the effect thut the number of
unemployed in the various trades
during the year ending in August last
was 5.02 per cent, as compared to 3.99
per vent. the previous year. It }a
supposed that the percentage of ynem-
ptoyed among the non-uuion men was
not less than 16, The depression is
ageribed chiefly to the decline of abip-
bullding. When this trade,ao Important
to Great Britain, tedull,every hranch ot
buriness becomes involved. Destit.
tion I8 feared In many homes of

laborers during the coming wiuoter.



