those who have never visited us.

“MORMON" INDEP

The true mr-mr of the people of

this Territory is but little undorstood‘l;y
e
common descriptions which pass cur-
‘rent among people In the world oul-
side of us make us out to be but little
short of monsters. We have often been
amused in traveling, at the manner in
which, otherwise well-informed pe “r::;
would serutinize us when they 1
that we were a ‘**Mormon.”’ They would
view us as we might expect they would
the inhabitant of some other planet
were he to visit the earth. The im-
mense amount of travel there has been
across the continent for the past few
years, however, has dissipated many of |
these false and crude ideas. Our true
character is now better understood.
Some few books which have appeared,
the writers of which have done us par-
tial justice, at least on some peints,
have contributed to this better under-
standing of our character. Itisnow pret-
ty universally conceded that the ‘‘Mor-
mons’’ are industrious, persevering, |
peaceful, temperate, hospitable, and
honorable and honest in their dealings,
Facts are said to be stubborn things,

and that we have exhibited all the above
qualities, and many more, in building

this city and peopling this Territory our
works plainly show. They speak for

us, and the testimony can not be dis-
puted.

But there is one feature in our charac.
ter, (i. e. our independence) for which
weé have, as yef, received little or no
eredit. Indeed, it is not often admitted
that we possess it. Even many who re-

reside here—non-‘‘Mormons’’—fail to
fully recognize its existence. They do

not understand us sufficiently te com-

prehend how mdopondenoe can co-
exist with such obedience as the people

of this Territory manifest to their lead-

ers. This obedience ia viewed by many
asslavish submission, as an abnegation

of our independence and free agency.
The minds of such persoms seem to be
incapable of understanding that obe-
dience and independence are compati-
ble, and that to be a free agent there is

no necessity for a man to be rebellious
and disobedient.

The truth is, that with their submis-
sion to the counsel and guidance of their
leaders, whom they view as the ser-
ants of God, our people cherish .an in-
dependence of thought and feeling far
greater than those do whe accuse
of being destitute of that quality. Their
history substantiates this. It is their
very independence of character that
helped make them Latter-day Saints,
or as they are called “Mormons.” ln
nearly every instamece, those who were
not born or broughtup in*the Church

had sacrifices to make in embracing the |

doctrines they now profess. The *‘Mor-
mons’’ were poor and despised. All the
so-called great men, the popular voice
of the age, the pulpit and the press,
Jjoined in denounecing and cal

them. A “Mormon” with them, was

thosynmymotnerythinglowmd-

vile. To join them was to invite perse.-
cation, obloguy and Hatred. To
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me it. They did not have saffi-
cient independence’to fck up to their

convictions and brave all the conse:
quences attendant upon such a step.

Obsequiousness ahd' servility form no
part of the ‘‘Mormen’’ character. The
people render willing obedience . and
respect to ip suthoruv whlch.th ey know
to be legal and ' constituted.
The exercise of this snthonty by those
who wield it is net despotism, the sub:
mission te it by those whoobey it Is not
slavishness. Let others who have not
this suthority attempt to lead them, or
with the exerciseé of power, to coerce
them, and how will they succeed? TLet
our past history answer. We have re-
peatedly shown the world thdt we will
have the undisturbed enjoyment of in-
dependence, even if we have to fomko
all to obtain it.

The prevalenee of the idea that the
people of this Territory are despotically |1

governed by their leaders, and are foo
 submissive, arises toso éxtent, doubts

less, from the fact that the ‘former talk

with a plainness and beldness which
other religious teachers dare not use.

Those who are not familiar with our

organization can not understand how
any people can submit to be thus talked
to unless they are afraid fo resent it,
Now, this style of teaching has its sole
origin in the independence ofthe minis. §
try. Were the religious teachers of this }
people to be dependent upon the latter
for their living, they might modl!y
their teachings to suit their feelingsi |
But they are not. It does nof make
two cents’ difference with them pecu-
niarily, whether the people are suit-
ed or not. They are not dependent
upon or amenable to the people. God
has given them a sacred charge. .He
has placed the souls of the people, to
a certain extent, in their trust. He
will hold them to a strict accountability
for the manner in which they discharge
that trust. They know this. Hence,
their independence. The people know
it also. They know that when they are
warned or reproved by those who lead
them, they are doing no more than their
duty. Hence, their submission.

(Special to thes Deserel: Bvening News.)
By elegraph,
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The two wings of the Fenian Brother-
hood Hhave consolidated under the les
e of ﬂi deruh!’pof General John O’Neill, a gen-
rane tleman who served with honor and dis-
I tlncﬁon during the rebellion, and who

particularly endeared to the Irish

w by his victory over the English
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forts will not be wasted against insep-
sate walls of ons, but directed to the
overthrow of political despotism. They
neither employ, in their struggle, the
secret weapon of the assassin nor the
torch of the incendiary ; but resolving
to face the lasues of the battle like men
determined to be free. they commit their
cause .te .the . Almighty _disposer of

m‘f omh,cndtheironly motto being ‘Li-
d toall men’-theirrallying cry, ‘God
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