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‘broke out he entered the Confederate
army as a }Heutenant coiovel, belng
woon promoied and engaging in several
battlese, His poor health made it fa-
perative that he withdraw and be en-
gaged 1o civil pursuite to the end of
the struggle, when be eett/ed down io
a college profeseorsbip. He was elect-
ed to Cobngress in 1872, re-elected
two years later and then chosen
United Btates  sensatot, taking
his seat in Mareb, 1877. He
entered Presldent Cleveland?’s cabi-
nel ns secretary of the ioterior, and
in 1888 was appointed to the Bupreme
bench.

Mr, Lamar in Congress was one of
the most effective orators on the Damo-
cratic side. He resembled the poted
Renjamin H. Hill of Georgia very
much in all respects but impetuusity
and alertness. It is notewortby that
hjs greatest forensic battie was with
the man who must 8oon join him in
the dark beyond—James @G. Rlaine.
This wae In 1874 during the celebrated
“Confederate ConDgress,”” when the
Democrats for the first time since 1860
were in power in the House of Repre-
pedtatives. Mr. Blaine "had been
speaker of tbe House for three con-
secutive terms s~d no doubt welcomed
the opportunities which a place on the
floor amid a bostlle majority gave him,
and he made the most of them. He
ot npo occasion f{or prodding thbe
‘‘origadiers’ pass by unimproved, apd
one day became so direct in his refer-
ences tbat Lamar ‘‘woke up’’ and
Ssamfled in.’? It was a battle royal
whileitlasted, with the honors resting
in accordance with the political
prediiections of those who hesrd or read
of lt, Those who knew the Southerner
best, however, and who remembered
that he was seldom on the alert and
never actively so, were surprised at
the energy exbibited and the torrent of
wrathful yet logical rheforic which he
poured out upod the head ot bie dis-
tinguished antagonist. He was never
guite 8o conspicuous in eltber heuse
atter that, the offort required for such
an oceaslon seeming to draw too
heavlly upon his failing eystem.
Death was occasioned by heart disease
aud was quite unexpected. He wiil
be sincerely mourned.

AN EX-EDITOR'S SATURDAY TALK.

In a recent conversation with a
gentleman of iatelligence and who was
a member of the pelf-styled ¢ liibersl’
Early,lhe faot was very lorcibly brought

ome to me that s large amount of
ignorance exisis among resfdents of
Utah-—people who now have lived in
the Territory for years—coocerning
two important poiots: first, the early
history of the settlement of these val-
leys, and, second, the character of the
people who were the flrst settiers.

Thiw, though it may be aurprising to
the Liatter-day Haints, is not altogether
to be wondered at when the sources
are known from whlech nearly all the
information they have has been de-
rived. The fabulousstoriepand deserip-
tlone given by writers of booksconcern-
iag the old settiers of this Territory,
tbheir mode of }ife, the manner in which
they were banded togetber, their trent-
mentof strangers who were not of their
religious faith,and the false representa-
tione aud coloring given of eveuts

which bave transpired here, bave so
filled the minds of many that it har not
been possible fur them to obtain a true
understandiug of tbe past conditions
of Utah. There is soarcely an vccur-
rence of importanes of the past thai is
not viewed in a false light, especlully
if it be anything tbat wili appear to
the dJdisadvantage of the Latter-day
Balnts.

To ald totbe difficulty bonest new-
comers bave bad in learning the true
kistory of a@faira of early days, there
has been 8 certain cluss o the
Territory whbo have, to a certaln
extent, secured the public ear, whbose
conptant effort bas been to per-
petuate these misconceptions and false
views, and they have done all in their
power to distort facts, falsify bistory
and give the Latter-day B8aints anp
odious obaracter. These people bave
tbought it was to thelr interest, and
necessary lo the accomplishment of
their scbemes, tbat tbe ‘*Mormons®’
should appear to the world in a bad
light, and they have been determined
that through their chaanel only should
the public get its impressior.8 concern-
tpg the people and the aflairs of Utah,

To u certain extent this policy bas
succeeded. (Gross misconceptions and
ridiculous ignorance prevail concern-
ing the past,and relying upon this, the
alass to which I bave referred point to
the Utab of todny and claim the cro-
dit of baving redeemed it from the
barbarlam of former days and caused it
to enter upon it present pathway of
progreses.

Thinking, observing men, however,
are gradually awakeoing to the fact
that tbere has been a persistent at-
tempt to dupe the public upon these
matters. The process of awakenlng
may be somewhat slow;but it is steady
and sure, It ieiliustrated in the case
of the gentleman whom I have men-
tipped, He comes here, a8 he sald,
stuffed with the trash contained
in anti-Mormon books which had
been written to sell. He looked at
everything through the specincles
which these books and other writings
bad furnlsbea blm. But after a tlme,
becoming acquainted with the ‘Mor-
mons,”” he perceived they were not
such people as had been represented.

He found them truthful and
bonest, industrious and temperate,
pot dlsposed to take advantage
of or ill-treat the stranget,

courteous and obliging. Bo far, then,
ag these people were concerned he felt
compelled, ue an hovest mau, to re-
vize his views. At jeast he had con-
cluded tbat all the “*Mormons’’ were
not as bad as his reading had led him
to conclude tbey were. Whena man
wets  that far =8 great poitit
is gained fgor the Latter- day
fBaints, for doubt concerning such gen-
erai and sweeping allegntions ms are
made about tueir home life and des
meapor osod -treatment of strangers
unsetties the foundation upon which
the whole structure of liea respecting
them is based, mad it is likely, ere
long, to tumble to the ground.

How many there are among the new
settiers uf the Territory who are being
thue enlightened it would be difficult,
perhaps. to tell, But is it too much to
expect that there are very many?
There are doubtless hundreds of well-
meanisg, honest people whu would not
konowingly do injustice to a single in-

dividual, much less to an entire coma
muuity, who are castinyg their fortunes
amopg us. These people bave eyes
ned braing, They must see and think,
They canootalways remaln blinded
by prejudice with their minds closed
to reason and to trutb, Peraonaliy,
therefore, I think I am Dnot too
apnguine in aoticipating excellent
results from this ingathering of that
which has been called *‘tbe outside
element” jnto Utsh, With thig
ingatberiog come many evils that alj
of us woulu execlude If we could. Bug
weare in the world yet, and we cannot
very well escape ftom Lhe intrusion of
its vlces. We can, bowever, fortify
ourseives agaipst them and not be-
come their prey. lo doing thls we
can obtain another test of the atren.th
and power of our religion,

The gqualities which are acknow].
edged to belong to the Latter-day
Baipts by the majrity of tbose who
Enow them are not newly developed
characteristics. No organization, poli-
tical, anti-Mormon or otber party, ean
trutbfully lay clasim to having forced
them int> being, They bave always
had existence and been domjnam.
ammong the people, :

Bpeaking generally, the Latter-day
Saints bave always been an honest
people. When the valley of Balt Lake
was Hirst settled Do locks were needed
for bouses, every door was unfastened,
Though destitution was general, tood
snd clothing and other articles, pre-
clous because of their scarcity, were
safe in cloth-covered wagons and ip
tents. For years afterwards trgv.
elers could go tbe length of the
Territory, and leave thelr goods
any valuables expoced Without losing
apything by theft, and this whep
there were many much-needed and
muchb-coveted articles in sight,

The Latter-day SBaints have alwayg
been s punctual people In meeting their
obligations, owever oareless the
may have been in pome instancesip
meeting their engagements with their
brethren, their willingness an i satriet-
ness o payl g their debtstoothershave
become proverblal, and merebante say
that there is & smaller per centage of
bad debts among the “Mormone®? than
among any other people with whom
they have bad dealings,

They have always been nno indug-
ttious people. Beggary and pauperism
have ever been discouraged,

They havealways been a temperate
people. Thelr religlon teaches them
to abstain from bDarcotics and intox-
icants and to be abstemious In dist,

They bave never been a litigious or
quarrelsome people.

They have never been licentlous,
They have been taught to view
womsn’s virtue as next Io value to
human iife,

The sbedding of man’s blood has
ever beeo looked upon by theLatter-day
Baints as « most hotrible etlme. Their
Elders have been taugbt that they
must not administer the ordinance of
baptisem to any one who bad been
guilty of this foul sin. They have,
therefore, been a peacetul people, bold-
ing the life of their fellow man as belng
so sacred that ratber than incur tbe
risk of taking il, even in self-defense,
tbey have suffered grievous wrongs
and outrages ratber than resist.

Having, then, these virtues—virtues
not of new growth, but thelrs from the



