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SERMON

By Elder Amasa Lyman, Tabernacle, Sunday
Morning, October 11, 1857,
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[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

The eircumstances of our meeting this morn-
ing has brought me to this place to occupy a
Portion of the time gllotted for the worship of to-
day. I cannot say as I have heard men say at
times, that I have thought of nothing to say, for
it has besn my study and my labor since my con-
nection with the work of God in the last days to
learn what to sayin order that I might have
somelhing whereof to speak in case that [ should
be required to say anything, and I would always
wish 1o be able, throngh the blessing of God and
the manifestation of his Holy Spirit, to say, at
any time when it might be my duty to speak,
something that will be caleunlated to benefit those
to whom I may speak. I know of no other bless-
ing, or glory, or wealth aceruing from our living
and our labors in the world but that which we
learn of the truth that will bless us and make us
free from the dominien ard influence of error.

We talk about experience, and we have had a
great deal of experience and we are constantly in
the school of experience, but I am mclined to
think that it may be the case with uns in that
school @s in other shools. We sometimes im-
prove by what we experience, adding to our store

of knowledge, and then again we may ex- |9

perience very considerable from which we derive
no particular benefit, like the scholar that attends
school, but from inattention, a failure to apply
himself properly to his lessons and to the acquire-
ment of the knowledge that is imparted, he fails
to comprehend the truth to the extent that he
might otherwise have done and hence he is not
benefited to the extent that he might have been,
although he has been in the school.

Well, as Saints and as children of God, we are
in the school and if there is any higher purpose
connected with our being in the school, connected
with living in the world and connected with all
our labors in the-world and what we are suppos-
ed to here for, if there is any higher object than
the attainment of the knowledge that'will save us I
do not know it, I never have heard of anything
greater nor more glorious nor more to be esteem-
ed than our being saved. Itis simply for this
that we are beirg tanght and that we are learn-
ing; it is for this that we are required to be obe-
dient, it is for this that we are obedient.

When we have been obedient to every require-
ment, made every possible attainment that can be
made, what is our condition? We are saved
from the bondage of sin and darkness, the conse-
quences of ignorance. Well, then it will be pro-
fitable for us to think of what we experienced, to |
think of the exnerience through which we have
past. Has it been a varied scenery embracing
‘an almost countless variety of changes, and of cir-
cumstances involving a good de:ﬁ of comfort,
pleasure and happiness with a corresponding
amount of sorrow, afiliction and wretchedness?

Have we profited fromitall? When we have
supposed that the hand of chastisement was upon
us and we have been afilicted, has that affiiction
been fo us a source of knowledge to benefit and
to perfect us in our sphere of action? We
were passing through this as a necessary school
of experience. And when we have passed
through it, has it left with us an increase to the store
of our knowledge? Has it profited us to an ex-
tent that we have comprehended more of the
truth that influences our Father in the heavens?
And have we learned more of the prineiples which
constitute our happiness and that will be the bliss
and the glory of the saved and the sanctifiad?
Has this been the case with us, or have we done
as many others have, passed blindly through the
school of experience, passed through the suffer-
ings, endured the sorrow and experienced the
joy, the jleasure and the happiness and still are
unenlightened, still are ignorant?

I believe we may with profit to ourselves look
over our experience,and why? So long as we
have been connected with the church if we have
not been following as Saints in the path of our
own making, in yielding obebience to the require-
ments of the work of God, if we have been obe-
dient to the counsel that has been given, if we
have acted up to the calls that have been made,
if we have done these things, we have dore them
for this purpose, for our salvation, our deliver-
ance and for our improvement that it might
tend to increase our happiness and our comfort.

Under this view of the matter shounld we to-day
really conclude that we have really been made
sufferers and that we have in reality been afflicted
and that we have really been made to participate
in some wretchedness and misery, we cannot con-
clude that we have passed through these things
for any other purpose than that we should have
bheeu brought to a comprehension of the truth by
them.

If it was not our misery that prompted our
Father in his dealings towards us, that' gave
character to his operations with us, then he had
an object in view. He commenced with us to
accompl'sh his own purposes, to bring about an
increase of his own glory in our salvation. Well,
when that increase shall be accomplished, we
shall know that it was not our sorrow or our af-
fliction that he has sought, it was because he
wished our salvation that we were made to par-
take of the cup of suffering, that we should par-
take of sorrow before we could reach happiness
and bliss as a reward for it.

Well then, in whut way should we look at
what we have endured, and at what we have suf-
fored? Why simply as lessons, as admonilions
imparted to us for our benfit, for our our profit
aud for our learning, and that we might increase
in knowledge and this might produce an increuse
of the legitimate principles of happiness, and it
was simply a conscienciousness that we were free
from sin that led us to perseverein the pursuit of
further bappiness by endeavoring to obtain a
more extensive knowledge of the truth. It is for

. mencement of the work of God to the present
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this then that we have endured all that we have
endured. Have we regarded this in this iight
while we have been passing through those scenes
that have marked our history from the com-

moment.

It was said of the Saints anciently that they
took joyfully the spoiling of their goods and no
doubt they did. It has probably been the case in
this dispensation that the Saints have taken joy-
fully the spoiling of their goods, but to how great
an extent have we taken patiently the spoiling of
our goods as ftrials that were calculated by our
Father in heaven only for our good?

We have been in the habit, in conseguence of
the feelings that pervaded our minds, of looking
at the doings of our Father in a limited light and
we have been in the habit of looking at his oper-
ations in this way, and that whatever was re-
quired of us to-day we regarded as being the full-
negs of his purposes and of his eperations with |
us, and that if we should comply perfectly or|
readily to-day with the requirements made of us,
that we had atfained all that was to be obfained. |

Well, is this so? No, he has been making re-
quirements of us continually; requirement after
requirement has been made of us, he has re-
g;tired us to accomplish a work to-day and some- |

ing else the next day, and each succeeding day |
fromn the beginning to the present time hasbreaght |
some change in his requirements. He has re-|
nired us to travel in one direction, for instance,
tn-day, and then the accomplishment of the same
work which he has to do requires us to take a,
directly opposite course fo what we were pursu- |
ing. Well then, if taking up one courss to-duy |
and another to-morrow seems to be undoing the |
work of yesterday, and to be diametrically |
opposed to the work of yesterday, can we recog- |
nize the hand of God in it? If we have recog-
nized his hand in these things we have had EE
profitable experience by them. |

But says one, ‘how can it be that God should
require one thing to-day and then something else
to-morrow? ‘We thought he was 2 straight for-
ward dealing individual, that there was no varia- |
bleness nor shadow of turning in him.! Well,
this is the character of him, but perhaps we have |
been in difficulty and could not recognize the|
hand of God, and counld not recognize the bless-
ing in the present apparent suffering. We could
not recognize the hand of God as on yesterday
when we thought we were in belter circum-
stances than we are to-day. Where is the djffi-|
culty? Itis simply that we have not recognized |
the hand of God so clearly as in the day that we
have considered to be more rich with blessings
and prosperity, and what is the reason? ‘Why,
says one, ‘we could nol see fthe design of thess
things.? Well, if we could not see their ulfimate
desizn, there must have been a reason why we
could not see, and we will consider that there was
a purpose in this as well as in the Lord sending
the gospel which has reached our ears.

Suppose that we should have known that it
was his purpose to bring us to this place, why|
we never conld have believed that ws were fol-|
lowing his counsel when we were traveling to
every other place, for in our journeyings we trav-
eled towards almost every other place befors we
came here, and in fact every other place that we
have visited we visited before we came here, and
still we were following the purposes of God every
time and in all those windings, Well, if we
could not know it then it will be good to know
it now, to discover it and to look at it in a way
and to an extert that will profit ue. It will be
well to look at the true posiiion we have been in,
now that we understand that all the scenes that!
we have passed through bhave been for the accom-
plishment of his purposes.

If we did pot understand his purpose at the
beginning we must at some time comprehend i,
or we never can see his hand in if, we never can
be blest with that freedom from ignorance, from |
error and from darkuess, but the chains that have |
hitherto held us in error and in bondage will con-|
tinue to hold us until we reach that point. Then
to see and to comprehend by the light that dwells
within us that God is with us, and that he ist
round ebout us, and that he is fulfilling his pur-5
poses ali the time, however varied our circum-
stances may be, however they may changa rom
time tovime; if we can but know that God is in
it, what will be the result? Why, contentment |
that will be unbroken; it will be a feast to our
souls; it will be the banquet of happiness for our
minds to feast upon, and then however difficult
our circumstances may be considered we shall!
have an inward joy, a peace, a satisfaction and
resignation to the will of our Father that we
could not have while we were bound down by
the chains of igncrance and error.

Well, is there anything that we should know?
Yes, if we would be happy we should know
that if the clouds of adversity lower around us,
if there are indications of a storm continuaily |
threatening us, then if we have not assurance.and |
a knowledge of the truth that will enabla us to!
look throvgh the clonds that have thickened
around us to the triumph of the cause that we
are engaged in, the scenery will become discour-
aging to us. and consequently we will become
unhappy. The consequence will be that we shall
be fearful, and it will be that fear that produces
unpleasant feelings and which is the resuit of ig-
norance; it 1s required of ms not so much to
read and comprehend the future which is not re-
vealed, but like the schoolboy that is rapdly
passing over lessons given by his preceptor, and
who glances over them without seeing their im-
portance, but simply commits the words to mem-
ory and passes rapidly along to something else,
we should read and learn these lessons in our
experience, aud let us in all these windinzs see
thakthere is an importance attached to every les-
son of experience through which we are called to
pass.

Then if we can see the hand of .God in all these
changes and trials, and if we can see to the ex-
tent that the relationship is perfect in our com-
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ing for his own glory, and when he all the time
sees this? No, never; you never see a man apos-
tatize that in the days of his apostacy ever knew
this or appreciated it. Why, if he knew this he
would not apostatize,

Apostates are found as we pass through the
country, and they will say, ‘I knew the work
to be true twenty years ago, when you, br. Lv-
man, or somebody else came through our section
of country and preached the gospel; I knew that
it was true then.’

Then why did you apostatize and leave the
church?— have you found out that it was false?

‘Well, I do_not know that I have, but it wes
that ‘Mormonism’ that was preached twenty
years ago that I knew.’

Well, if you knew that which was preached

prehension, between the purpose of God and ifs
accomplishment, then we'are settled upon a ba-
sis from which we cannot be moved, and we are
then standing upon & roek which cannot be shak-
en; and while the Spirit ¢f God is upon us, we
will not become wretched, but so long as that
Spirit can find a place in us, we cannot become
alienated from the things of God.

It was said in old times that when the Lord
commenced his work in the latter times that he
will actually accomplish it. Well now, we have
actually come upon the stage of action to take
our part when that work is about to be done, and
we are to cons'itute a portion of his agents to ae-
complish that work. And when we have done
that which is needful for the accomplishment of
his work, then we will see the consistency of _
God’s hand dealing with us. twenty years ago you would have recognized it

For the last 25 years and especially when the|to-day, because this is the first fruit of that
kingdom of God was first estzblished it became ; which you were acqueinted with, and if you had
necessary with our Father, as with any other have known it you would not have departed
workman, to have the requisité maferial for the !from it. You did not know the gospel, you did
building, and then in the next place to have that |not understand it; you might have known or felt
material in a snitable condition to accomplish the 'conscious thet what some man told you was true.
work with, The same as when me Presidﬂnc_y ' But what is the spirit of the gospel ‘to that man
ef the Church desrgfﬁd to build @ Temple, a holy | thn_t comprehends it? It is that which compre-
place to tl:-a name of the most H:gh:_fvnat is re- ﬁmnda all truth a:'ui all good, and there is no
qiisite? In the first place itis requisite to pre- | truth, neither is there any good outside of it, and
pare for a foundation, andfthen in the next FIHT  there is congequently no chance for Ete mndividual
the material to lay that foundation is required,|that views the gospel of Jesms Christ in this
and the Temple cu::lm‘fnces to be fbtﬁlhhand as | light to adopt those kind of conclusions that lead
the material is prepared the work of the building | men away from the truth, and that eause them
goes on, and the n?ateria! is adjueted in the foun- to apnsta{ize. ¢
dation of that Temple according 1o the plan of | If we realize this, then we are securs, and we
the A;cili;le:ct. i’gll,ﬁu _E?itfld our f‘gll{ler,t to ac- | :m::l P;agargd dfur anytcﬂu!tliggencl;i ﬂ:{qt udmy ﬂri*;:te},
complish his WOIK in the'-asi days, his first move jand if God does not baild up his kinzdom with
was to find men that would ﬁf]gage’in it, and then | us and with the people that are gathered togeth-
to send men f::n;.h to altract lhﬁ: attention of oth- er to the place that he has appointed, there is but
ers, of those who would give heed fo it. | ene reason why he does not do il, and that is,
_ Zhis called forth the pr?aaching of the gospel ag ;they do not un‘darstaud enovgh vt the principles
1tt wgs ﬁrs;spundtgd“iu our im*af GB&{I _weﬂu::ud!ar: | ‘Ef -ﬁalvatmﬁ, ihereﬂare lus[ lkimgdum cannot be
sfanc anything of the work of God in the last|built up entirely and completely.
deys? I speak from my own experience, and | Now the fact of a man’s being gathered to-
answer no. We believed the truth as it was first | gether in the church and with the Saints does not
announeced to us, but not in 2ll its extent nor of  constitute him saved in the kingdom when the
what 1t 1~eﬂll_‘,?] ;mhmmted to, but wha: dfeveiﬁp-ikirégdﬂm Eha!f[ triuﬁph, li‘.'a::nr lmen ;".lfilit :pnaﬁatiz‘m
ments it would show we were ignorant of. But| and go away from the eharch unti ey Kknow
still being aftrzcted by the sound that hrnuglzt}tir_ent it is worth everything else, that it is every-
with it the Zoly Spirit, we followed it, and what | thing that is good, and that it is all that can be-
has been the result? e are h_ar? to-day, we | stow permanent happiness uponman. Until they
have passed through all the vari:d scenes that | understand this they are in danger, because thero
have filled up the history of th's people, we Dave are agencies in the world, throughout the world,
been aspocinted with all the changes and vicissi- |and a train of corrupt influences that are in lively
tudes that fili up the werk of God for the last exercise among men, and that have gained power
25 years, and we are here to-day, and our experi- | in consequence of the iznoranece of mankind, co
ence is what wo have passed through in that|that untii there is so much of the knowledge of
lenzth of time. (the truth within the peopls that constitute the

And how have we profited by it? Is the great Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as
superstructure of the Kingdom of God built|will sustain them, till there is no disposition to
up? Is the organization of thehﬂa::ﬂs complete? | look after anything else, until they consider noth-
Are they perfect? No; then what hias been do- |ing outside of the kingdom of any value they
ing? W i?y, the peopl; have been receiving in- lr will be in danger of :sglepping ﬂsige and ;duing
struction, they have: been taught from year to|wrong.
year, lesson after lesson has been given, one field| What is it that will save us? Why, simply
of experience has followed upon the track of an-|knowing that the truth is so broad that it fills the
nthEIi Eﬁ hwehbt?n Iz:r:acﬂsinﬁ I:Ipnu ui?ﬂe thhiﬁs | iuﬁm{urie nf_spacei Elt?ild errébr:tmes pl.lll l!ruue:: ?Ia,{::l}:l;
revealed thirough the priesthood upon the earth, | ness, glory, iramortality and eternal life—all 1ha
and following this priesthood 11;%:35 bruugiht us to | man will passess when he is associated with the
these limes and to this place. Well, it has done | redeemed and sanectified. '
how much of the work of God? How much of | When we have this understanding and these
the foundation is laid?  How much of the Tem- | views of‘;the subject, will we ever go away from

le is buiil? . | the truth? I say no, we wiil not. What will
P Whr, you can go outhere and see the Temple | we go away fur;.:!; There is no money to ba made,
that is veing built on this ground, and youcan see there is no blessing to be obtained, there is no
how much. Justas much has been built as there  power or riches that can be gained or acquired
has neen material brought on to the greund and 1-:.:u:' that ean be hoped for; thei is nuthin; t:.tut-:r
adjusted in its place according to the design of the | side of ‘the truth.
Architeef. Is thisall that has been done towards |  Does 2 man get away from the truth by apos-
the building of the Temple? No, hers hasbeena | tacy? INo, he simply revels in the darkness, with
canal builty and there has been roek quarried and 'truth all around him: the truth pervades the
laid on the’wu}' in almost every place from here i whole country where he may dwell and where
fo Big Cottonwcol Kanyon, but is the Temple | he may travel; he cannot get outside of it. Then
built? Nlu, huthjust sii:u mul;:h ?Is‘ is a‘Iijusteﬁl ti}tere '[wh;t 1}&3 }Ha_dmle? He lh[':;s é:lﬂsed his eg-as ?:}d
to-day tullsus thatso far the Temple is built.— | said, ‘1 will not see,” and by doing so, what has
Will 1t be any different when the topstone is laid? | he effected? He has only ran around the circle
of truth until he is worn out ana comes back and

Will it make any difference with the parts that
are already adjusied?  No, they will stil main- | finds that the truth is still there. When he opens
| his eyes there'is the truth, God is there, his in-

tain the position that was assigned them, but that
fluences are there, his Spirit is there, his work is

was not given them until they were every whit

prepared according 1o the plan of the ‘architect, | there, and he finds that he is not gone away from

to tale their place in the building. God, nei'her is he gone away from the truth, but
Well, look at our place as Saints of the Most ‘he has simply closed his eyes and refused to see

High God, what is there developed in relation to!that light and truth which were presented to

the building of it? The gospel has been preach- | him.

ed, perhaps to every nation uunder heaven, or they | What has he got to do? He has got to take up

have heard the sound borne by our cwn report, | the truth where he thought he had left it, be obe-

either in Zion or in the nations abroad; but what|dient to its requirements. live to it and pus it on

| tatize.

has been done? . Why the people of the Saints
have been wandering from State to Stale, from
country to country, unsettled, having no abiding
place, no permanent home,

Was it necessary for us to wade throngh all
these scenes? Yes, it was necessary that we
should move and remove, until we gained the
place we now occupy. It is necessary, before the
kingdom of God can be built up in strength and
in power, to stand for ever, that there should be
developed in the people a sufficiency of thetnow-
ledge of salvation to hold them to the truth, just
as firmlv and as steadfastly as these rocks are
held to their place in the foundation of the Tem-
ple, so that there will be no disposition to apos-
And the pecople must be possessed of cap-
acity, like the rock in the building; they must be
possessed of strength to bear the weight upon
them in the supersiructure.

This is the work that has been going on, and
we have to learn, experience and appreciate this,
and until we do, we only learn as the brute beasts,
who may experience, but know no reason.

The Lord has been leading us for our profit
and for our learning; he has been leeding us in
a course of experience, and we will be eontinn-
ally subject to changes and vicissifudes until our
experience becomes Sufficiently fruitful in know-
ledge that we will be bound to the work of God,
‘How,? says one? Why, by a knowledge of the
truth; and when we know the truth in relation
to the worlk of God, will we cherish a desire to
depart from it? Does a man ever apostatize when

be knows the work is true, and that God is work-

like a garment; he has pot to shake off the shac-
kles of darkness and emergs into the light and
liberty that the gospel brings.

‘Well,’ says one, ‘where?” Why, in that very
place where a long time azo you closed your
eyes against the light and the truth. You may
apostatize, go away and stay as long as yon
please, but you must get a good deal of money
or you will not have enough to get through with.
I have never seen an individual that could get
enough that would last him through.

Men may go round the world and they can-
notget away from the truth; it is simply because
we do not understand the gospel as a system of
truth that we are subject to doubts and fears. If
we did understand it 1n that licht, we would not
be carried away, for the best of all reasons, thzt
we would not have any inclination to go away
from the truth. If we love it, do you think we
will apostatize or become alienated from it? No,
never.

Do yon see what is requisite to learn, to pre-
pare {or those dangers to which we are liable?
Why, it is simply to comprehend the truth, and
when we co this, what will we see? We wil
sea that God has a hand in all things, that hed: »
signs to build up his work and to establish it with
us, but not until there is a sufficiency of the
light and manifestations of the Spirit of truth in
us that we could not be separated from it,

All this scenery that we have been passing
through has been prenaring us, just as the labo;«
er, in taking the rock frem the mountain, hrg
bgﬂaﬂepm ing 1¢ for its proper plece in the Hou:e
of Gaod.



