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which fire is kept shall be liable to a[comed. If its promoters can find

fine of ten dollars for each separate
offense.

Bo far the ordinance is sound and
commendable,aad would be through-
out except for one feature. That is,
wherein it also provides that after the
chief of fire departiment has notified
a persoti who is acting at variance
with the ordinance to remove
the offendiug hay, slraw, or other
combustible material to a legal loca-
tion, a fine of {en dollara shall be
imposed for each day, subsequent lo
the notitication, wherein there has
been a failure to comply with It
It is a plain legal proposition that
the corporation cannot make the
punishinent of & person centingent
upon the action of an oflicer.

There is in existence an old ordi-
uance on the same subject. It pre-
scribes a penalty against any person
who stores hay, straw, or other in-
flammable materizl in any barn or
other building nearer than fifty feet
from any structure in which fire is
kept.

In view of the numerous fires that
have occurred of late, the ordi-
pances for their prevention can
hardly be too stringent,

.

THE GOVERNOR AS A METHODIST.

ARTHUR L. Tiiomas, who by the
unrepublican territorial system is
forced upon Utah as ite Governor,
took advaniage of a religious oceca-
slon at Ogden, August 5th, to vomit
a stream of bitlerness and falsehood
against the “Mormon?*? Church and
ita feaders. 'The occasion was the
laying of the corner stone of a
Methodist University. The speech
is reported in his orgau in this city.
It is from Leginning to end an anti-
“Mormon’’ stump speech, and with
Lthe exception of two jdens, expressed
in about half a dozen lines, has no
relevance to the ceremony.

Here are the two hleas.
the beginning:

“Wea regard it as one more agency estab-

lished to holp secomplish the emnnclpntion

of the majority of the people of the Tarr)-

tory of Utzh from the thralidom of ntoler-
amce and bigotry.”

And this at the close:

*“Becanse the Methodist KpiseopalChureh
has never ugprovcd the ulterance of a dig-
loyal thought, or urged or approved the
commission of a disloval act, we welcome
ILs university and wish 1L god-speed.”

Tae chief purpose of this Methc-
dist university, as seen by Governor
Thomas, is to operate against an-
other religious denomination; for
this he considers it is to be com-
mended. The other reason for
wishing it success is of a negative
character. It has never dene cer-
tain things and therefore it is wel-

This at

1o better reasons for ity establish-
ment than the flabby and sectarian
platitudes of the Governor, it is
sadly in need of bolstering,

A institution of learning which
has for its object the dissemination
of light, the development of im-
mature minds, the educatlon, or
drawing out, of intellectual .and
spiritual powers, is to be both wel-
coined and encouraged in and by
any civilized community. But the
mere claim that the society which
establishes a school, has not done
anything “disloyal’’>—as understood
by a partisan politician—is a very
poar and paltry argument for its
support. While the fact that it is
built for the purpose of aiding in
secular assaults wpon the members
of a religious body with whose
tenets its promoters differ, iz a po-
tent reason in itsdisfavor.

The Governor admitted that it was
‘“on political grounds that he wel-
comed Lhe founding of an institu-
tion of learning which is to be un-
der the countrol of a religious de-
nemination.”> And yet one of the
niost prominent charges he made
against the Church which this uni-

-versity is to fight, was that its

“priestly leaders” ““make ‘their re-
Tigious belief a politieal awd busi-
ness commodity.””> The assertion is
a falsehood, but supposing it were
true, what becomes of his welcome,
on ‘‘polltieal grounds,”of an insti-
fution of learning which is to be
used for political ends?

And how does he reconoile the fol-
lowing with his political welcome of a
religiousconcern and Its employment
for political purposes, in “assisting
the government in a substantial
way?” He says:

The experience of a later, betier and
higher ecivibizaton teaches ns that the
church ang the State should be irrevocably
separated, and Lhal Lo force the church to
take part in pelilical aifairs would rob it
of 1hat reverence which mankind 18 now
pleased to pay it. ‘

On this line of reasoning, how
much reverence should “mankind
pay* to the Methodist university,
which is to be “forced into the poli-
tical affairs?? of Utah. The Church
and the State should be irrevocably
separated,” exceptin the case of a
Methodist combiration with politi-
cal schemers, to rob the “Mormons’?
oftheir pulitical rights and privileges.
All through the speech Governor
Thomas injected spurts of misreg-
resentation and jets of absolute un-
truthi. Under the pretense of eulo-
gizing a Methodist establishment,he
gquirted vensm at the ‘*Mormon”

Church and a ¢band of priestly
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leaders,’” repeating the term again
apd again. He charged that:

“They claim the privilege under alleged
divine right to say what particular 1awe of
the land they will'obey, how many are con-
atitutiopal, and whe neither respect nOT
obc{ the laws of Congress nor 1he decislons
ol the Supreme Court of the United States
wiien these lnws or dedisions a e in con:
ict with their pecaliar belief or praclices,
and wheo claim tinder the authority of 2 pre-
tended revelation from the Almighty, that
this Government whieh has given them the
Jand on which they hive and prolecis them
in the possesaion of it, will lnally he over:

.hirown and be sncceded by a govermincut

which they aione can contrgl.”
He asked:

“Why this nttempt by deasigning pricsis
to break it down and Lo establish in ita
ﬁlace a gystem of governnienl which §a un-

nown 10 our laws snd foreigm L0 oor
cayilizatlon .

"It is @ teslimony to the gonerous for-
hearance that long ago were mot emacted
a law thiat wonld have stripped Lhese priest-
1¥ leaders of all power excepl thatwhich
appropriately bolongs Lo them in their re-
ligious capacity.”

But not content with assailimg
gentlemen who are as far above
him in pereonal character, mental
endowments and the respect of just
people, as the shining stars are
above the flickering firebug, he
broadened his attack to cover the
entire ‘“Mormon*’ population. Sajd
he:

‘“A stranga spectacle is: prescented Lo the
p’co‘ﬂe of the United Sintes and of Lhe
world by the atlitude ¢t the majority of the
people of the Territory toward Lheir Gov-
ernment.’”

Now, If Governor Thomas doea
not know that all the accusations in
the sentences we have cited from
his speech are positive falsehoods,
he has spent his time jn Utah to
little acecount, or his mental calibre
must be such as to rank him with
the imbeciles.

Why cannot these anti-*“Mormon?*?
schoers of “Liberal?’ lies, fabricated
for political purposes, find some-
thing more solid to hurl at the
“priestly leaders” and the law-
obeying “Mormon’? people, than
these stale chunks of exploded slan-
der, these malignant emanations of
diseased and fanatical minds?

And now, will the honorable (?)
official who, instead of using the
time for which he was paid in a
businets interest, spent it largely in
striving to rob good citizens of the
franchige and in striving to gain up-
republican and despotic powers, ex-
plain how he would “strip’ these
priestly leaders’® of any powers they
possess under the lawsof the United
Btates? Just please tell us what
those powers are. And then show
how tfley can be taken away with-
out kllling those ‘‘priestly leaders’s
outright. In his anti-¢“Mormon??
‘and pro-Methodist zeal, the Gover.
nor was as silly as he was untruth.
ful, and some of hLis sentences are
as vapid as others are venomous.

The prigeipal leaders of the ‘‘Mor.



