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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

A prominent nrmy officer was in the
city yesterday, says the Denver News,
and In the course of conversatlyn ex-
preesed the opinion that Denver would
before very long be made the head-
quarters of n military department,
sanying ip explapation that “there has
been talk for a good while of several
important changes in the present Arl.
zopa department. This I8 now madeuap
of New Mexlco, Arizynaand a part of
Callfornia, with heandquarters at Lics
Angclee. The new dlspensation pro-
vides for the Incorporation of the entire
atate of Culiforuia in the department ot
Californis, and the formation of 8 new
divislop to be known as the Mountain
department, made up of Arizeps, New
Mezxico and Colorade, If this should
be oartied ont, and thers Is avery prob-
ability that 1t will, then the headquar-
ters of the new department will either
be at Denver or HBanta Fe, with the
chances largely for the former opn
sccount of General McCook’s prejudice
in ite faver.”

MR. JEFFERSON.

[¥ew Fork Sun.|

“Cries” in politics are momentous.
A firstrate “cry” seems good for r1oo
000 votes any time. It is essential toa
good political cry that it express some-
thing trivial In itself, but protoundly sig-
nificant, something whose significance
§s palpable to the plainest understand-
ng.

The first issue of this sort in America
was Mr. Jefferson’s red breeches.
Washington had had a court. Stately,
in laced ceat, he had received homage
with the ceremonial of a sovereign.
Congress at its opening dutifully pre-
sented him with an address following
the procedure of Parliament. Mr.
Jefferson would have none of it. He
sent his own message to Congress by
the hand of a plain messenger. While
in the White House he preserved the
habits of a country gentleman. He rode
daily, and on his return hung his bridle
over a post. And he wore a pair of red
small clothes.

All of this was disgusting to the nabobs
and big wigs of the lFederalist party, and
they marked their sentiments by dis-
garaging allusions to Mr. Jefferson’s red

reeches. To the plain people who
adored Jefferson for his part in atolish-
Ing the old feudal constitution of Vir-
ginia and securing equalily in the one
adopted for Kentucky, the red gagment
became a symbol ot their dearest rights.
They rallied to the small clothes, and
the Democracy everywhere understood
what the red breeches stood for in
political controversy with the advocates
of property gratification and a Sedition
act for the suppression of free speech.

The next issue of this order was that
implied in the war cry of Old Higkory
testifying to enthusiasm for Gen. Jack-
son, in allusion to his walking stick.
What il stood for was the popular esti-
mate of that hero's resolute, uncom-
promising and entirely candid character.
His disregard of ali politic arts, and his
thoroughgoing partisanship. The man
who never gave up a friend nor quailed
before any combination of enemies was
summed up and symbolized by his
favorite cane. ‘Old Hickory" pro-
clainted a harmless and indifferent
personal habit, but it stood for much.

Next came a seemingly ridiculous
parade of a log cabin, What the log

cabin stood for was far enough from
ridiculous. The country was tired to
death of a wrangle protracted through
years over a tarli schedule. The fight
over the principle had been fought out
and settled. Protection had been ac-
cepted. William Henry Harrison had
been nominated. He stood for nothing
in particular but rest and peace. His
opponent stood for nothing in particiiar,
but his supporters were profoundly dis-
satisfied with one another. At this
junciure some one was injudicious
enough to sneer at the Western candi-
date for having lived in a log cabin
where he had nothing to drink but hard
cider. = Gentlemen worthy to guide a
nation, it was assumed, drank Madeira
or French brandy.

Here was the cry. Tihe log cabin and
hard cider stood not only for one of the
plain people, but it stood for a term of
tariff peace and quiet, and a chance for
the country to pull itself together after
the revulsion. So Harrison was elected
amid one enormous show of enthusiasm
for a log cabin and a drink of only
moderate intrinsic popularity.

Next came the “Mill-boy of the
Slashes!” When men wore coonskin
caps in parade and carried poles with
uneasy live coons fastened atop. All of
which stood for Henry Clay, who had
been turned down when his party thought
it didn't need his personal magnetism,
and was at last put up to save it when its
opposition to the annexation of Texas,
which had applied for admission, left it
nothing else to stand on before the
people. Puarties had learned by previous
experiences tnat the time had passed
when it would do to make the lowliness
of a statesman’s origin a matter of re-
i:roach to him. In fact, that some low-
iness has become soniething to trade
of.

Henry Clay had been born in “The
Slashes” of ~ Virginia in the humblest
circumstances, and it is fact or fable that
he had once been a mill boy. So much
for his name. His adopted State of
Kentucky idolized him, and the popular
notion of the Kentuckian of the period
was a person clad in buckskin, bearing
an exceeding long rifle, which none but
he could balance, aud topped off with a
coonskin cap. The popular woodcut of
Daniel Boone atrays him thus: the
banded tail of the coon will be observed
hanging down from the hind side of the
cap. So the cry was for that same old
coon. For Mr. Clay had been a candi-
date through the lifetime of a generation.
All of the demonstration stood for his
personal popularity and magnetism, and
for nothing besides, except opposition to

the popular extension of territory.
Neither “mill boy' nor “Same Old
Coon” worked this time. Mr. Clay was
beaten,

Four years later, when there was a
chance to win, his party turned Clay
down again and put up Gen, Taylor,
The country was fired by war enthu-
siasm. Taylor’s opponent was a civilian,
Taylor was a Southern man who could
and did carry certain Southern States
against which the Whigs had professed
implacable enmity. During the war
Gen. Taylor had ridden a white horse,
“Qld Zach,”” and “'Old Whitney'' made
a famous cry. White horse-tail hairs,
represented to be authentic, were beheld
with reverence. Persons then in the
tenderness of youth may remember
having handled one—not without awe.
“Old Zach” apd “Old Whitney" stood

ship in the flour mills or Mr.
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Next the Whigs tried tor
canvass of '48 by trading on ?E:atﬁ b -
feeling and putting up Gen. Scm:tarne
real military figure of the Mexicay, | the
But he was nicknamed “Fuss ayd I‘;‘ar_
thers,” and having once begun g dea-
patch with the words, “After 5 h o
plate of soup,” the expression wag mas
a text for much clumsy but effectiye r?dg
cule. The people were not in the h lg.l"
of taking soup. The practice mari it
persons sophisticated by the habit 5
wealth. But there was more ip "If: of
and Feathers.”" Though an able sold}lss
a patriot and uo mean dip"’magl'er'
Scott was a vain man, and had ot hls.tj
the art to_conceal the weakjiesg Ba
sides, the Fugitive Slave law had begy. .
to annoy. Squatter soverelgnly, reoo
of the Missouri Compromise, anqg B
tension of slavery were in the ATEWE S
was a Virginian, and the tariff hag
dug up again. There was a land
for Franklin Pierce, some hag
named him Frank Penguin, with ng
against him. Befoie this time the
“Doughface’ had come into use
term of reproach for what was descri,
as ? Noriherhn man with Southern priend
ciples. In this campaign it w R
frgely. paign it was bandled
Next came the candidacy of
the Pathfinder, n%ainst]am};:s Bﬁgig‘
the old Public Functionary Wordsnat?’
which he once alluded to hfmsclf i
State paper, To the Fremontcry iy ?, e
appropriately retorted that he wa‘as
pathfinder who always lost hig wa ol
retort with the barbed sting of tryy 1_-{:
it.
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Then the country had the caj
Old Abe. Honest Abe, the Rail Spligy
The reply was Black Republigan I
variant on the Red Republicans of ’tha
French Revolution, Mlscegenatign; c
and “Do you want your sister to mall.St'
a nigger ' Both were effective T}?
rail splitter got less than 4o per cent ?‘
the vote, and the retorts had contrip t od
to pervent his getting more. It wiIT f,-
recognized that this canvass represent 3
passions in an acule stage, frenzied ed
only just articultte, &l

Then U. S. Grant was
St;rre]nder Grantf, words a
initials quoted from his repl
asking terms for the surrcn[:']gr lgraFﬂargt
Donaldson early in the war. Hig o 0
nents were Copperheads. Public feéﬁ“"
was still far from amiable, [t wag maﬁg
one of Grant’s merits that he had oncg
taken to tanning, though he had not
made a Food | tanners. Humility of
origin or of career was atill not tg be
despised as a source of power with the
people.

For Hayes there was nocry th :
be raised, and so he w:!«s!’r d:l!eca?gcljd
“Securing the Results of the war™ \va:s
the nearest approach to one, but, con-
sidering the feats of the carpet ba;ggers
it seemed a sarcasm. -

Garfeld was believed once to have
driven mules on the towepath of a
canal. Though this campaign issue
may have helped him some, it does not
take historic rank with Mr. Jefferson’s
nether garments, Mr. Clay’s apprentice-
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feats with the beetle and wedge.

Mr. Blain's ap'g!heosis as a white
plumed knight, after so questionable a
character as Henry the Great and o
Navarre, implied his personal popularity
and magnetism, His candidacy under



