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the tree of a pair otof horses or
to the rear axle of a wagon ane
horses were whipped up and the skin
was either torn in two or torn from the
buffalo with about fifty pounds of flesh
sticking to it this method however
was not a success and was soon given
up about fifty thousand buffaloes
have been killed lorfor their no
account having been made for their
skins for a long time every skin sent
to the market represented five buffaloes
the others having been destroyeddis troyed
thousands otof buffaloes were killed by
firelight and moonlight the fires in
such cases being made for the purpose
during the year 1873 the atchison to-
peka and santa fe railroad alone car-
ried a quarter of a million buffalo robes
and more than a million and a halt
pounds of buffalo meat and during the
three years following 1872 more than
three million buffaloes were slaughter-
ed by the white men and of these

were wasted the great
southern herd had been annihilated by
1875 at this time the market had been
overstockedover stocked with robes and the hunt-
ers got 65 cents to for them

there was then left only the great
herd of the northern part otof the united
states its destruction began in 1880
at which time about buffaloes
were shipped out of the country every
year the indians of the northwestern
territory marketed about buffa
loes a year As soon as ane railroad
came into the country the hunters came
in and in 1882 there were hunters
andnd skinners at work they killed the
buffaloes by the thousands for their
robes getting from tr 50 to 3 5050 apiece
torfor them and within about four years
this vast herd was wiped out in 1876
it was estimated that there were a halt
million buffaloes within a radius of
miles of miles city in 1884 the last
carload of buffalo robes ever shipped to
the east was sent over the railroad

the huntingbunting of the buffaloes was im-
mensely profitable according to the
figures of mr hornaday hundreds olof
thousands of dollars were made out of
the slaughter long before 18401840 from
1835 to 1840 there were five expeditions
which killed buffaloes worth more than
a million dollars and the buffaloes
killed up to that time within twenty
years realized a sum of more than 313

there are records of single
fur firms who handled hundreds of
thousands otof dollars worth of bides
joseph ullman of0 new york and st
paul in 1881 bought about 9oooo worth
of buffalo tobeslobes in 1882 an equal
amount and about worth of
buffalo hides this firm within four
vears paidoaid more than tioooo for buffalo
robes and hides and in connection with
one other firm they sold enough skins
to bring in about 2000 I1 there
were a number otof other fur dealers who
made money out of the business to say
notnothing31 ng of those who got rich off buffalo
meat and buffalo bones in a trip which
I1 took over the canadian pacific road
a few years ago I1 saw mountains of
buffalo bones at many of the stations
the railroads shipped them east by the
millions of pounds in 1872 more than
toooooo pounds were shipped over the
atchison topeka and santa fe road
and this road in 1874 handled nearly
70do pounds the bones were sold
oyby the ton to be ground up for fertilizer
in some cases they were crushed before
shipment and crushed bones were

al1

worth 18 a ton while the uncrushed
sold for 12 per ton the meat of most
of these buffaloes went to waste it
seldom brought more than two or three
cents a pound and it was chiefly of
value when dried or jerked jerked
meat sometimes brought as high as ten
cents per pound the tongues being worth
much more

it will be surprising to many to know
that the buffalo can be domesticated
had the government prohibited the
killing of wild buffaloes years ago and
provided in some way that they might
be car aured and bred for domestic uses
the united states would today be hun-
dreds of millions of dollars richer and
there would be a new breed of cattle
used by man the male buffalo cro ses
readily with the opposite sex of domes-
tic cattle and it is shown that the half
breeds are much hardier than the ardi
nary stock much larger and that they
produce good meat and milk buffaloes
have been used as oxen they are
easily tamed and they could have been
of great value in logging camps and torfor
the hauling of heavy burdens they do
not need much to eiteat subsisting on the
same things as other cattle and being
much tasterfaster and more active than the
ordinary ox halfbreed buffaloes can
stand the cold of the open prairie during
our severest winters where the ther
dometer is from thirty to forty degrees
below zero they are very fic
the cows having calves every year such
animals are almost as large as the buff-
alo being covered with the same woolly
hair though the hair is not so long nor
so thick when it is remembered today
that a buffalo hide is worth at least too
it can be seen that the having of a herd
of buffaloes of which the increase would
oede regularly esestimatedtimateo would be of no
small value to the owner

the bringing of the buffaloes to
washington will be a very good invest
ment for the government As they stand
they are worth a thousand dollars apiece
and there is no doubt that any increase
of the herd will bring this amount from
the zoological gardens of this and other
countries the buffaloes which are al-
ready here have shown by their increase
that the climate of washington isis per-
fectly adapted to them theyrhey are thriv-
ing and with the addition of those inin
the yellowstone it is believed that the
herd can be perpetuated such action
as congress takes upon the matter
however should be done at once as a
single party of vandal hunters may wipe
out the herd at almost any moment
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LABORS IN VIRGINIA

COURTLAND southampton co va
january 1896

we desire to offer a tewfew words of
thanks for the very valuable paper which
we relieve weekly its contents are
very eagerly read and are the means of
furnishing information both interesting
and beneficial after perusing its pages
thoroughly we present the paper to
others who if not entirely dead to their
own surroundings will also regard them
as treasures of spiritual food

in addition to expressing our sincere
thanks torfor this very welcome visitor we
desire to give a brief account of our
labors here in this locality thinking

perhaps it will be of some inteinhere
the many readers of the NEWS and
a place might be found for it in its i

lete resting columns this account 5

embrace some of the most impimport
events occurring from october xyth r

the present time previous to whit
had been laboring with elder sam
jackson of manassamanass a colorado revisit li
saints and friends in the countiescounti

and james city our lalal
in that capacity had not been complecompi
before we received instructions to reret
to the bandana branch of the
hanover county to await the comingcomin
new elders on their arrival eldi
jackson and I1 were separated anaanda
signed different counties each taki
new companion elder thomasromney otof juarez mexico and I1 wei
appointed to labor together and assign
the county of southampton as a field 1

this county so far as we hhavea s
is level comparatively with ononlyviey hhell
and there an undulation it is well ti
bared but the saw mills are doing tth
work ot destruction and the crash
tailingfalling monarchs may be heard on eeve
side none are left standing that hab
a diameter of twelve inches at the bbaa
the surry lumber co under the cco
arol of new york men have previously
bargained torfor this fine timber at the ra
of from to per acre and sll
many instances have purchased
land in order to get the timtimberber
consequently are real estate as well qsaw millmid men the country ininmam
places by reason of saw mill W
presents the appearance of havinhaving bitbearl
picked and much 0otI1 the land is rreas

dered on account of the laeof timber for fencing purposes
idea may seem to be an absurd one I1

it nevertheless exists and is occasionsoccasion
breathed forth by the sturdy virgini
I1 sometimes wonder how it is that L
western farmer prizes his land so tjiptipt
when he is under the necessity of hha
ing his poles and posts from twenty W
forty miles and this country iis yitY
forest comparatively the soil inin ahw
country is very sandy and light and awas
over productive it is almost worn outotand in reality thehe timber which it sui
ports is of the greater value the sousoh
is almost altogether adapted to corn amiaa
peanuts the latter bringing only fr
one and a halt cents to three cents pr1 e
pound sweet potatoes0o are rraised quite S
extensively athethe reason for the aft 5

in valvalueue of lands after the sltimber is taken is very plain the cli ati
mate so far has proven to be veryrv
favorable to pedestrians indeed wa
have scarcely had muddy feet since wb
came here though a few days ago w A

had a light shower the people in thel
locality have been sufferingring sosomewhate
on account of the very long droughtrou
which began about luneune 1895 andan last
until recently their wells began tpto g
dry and it was difficult to get go
water for domestic purposes we navy
had but littleliitle snow 1

our opportunities for sowing the seea
of eternal truth in this country haehaba
been good and we have taken advantage
of them all we have held ttwenty
meetings all of which were well attendattena
ed and we still have appointments to fib
among other questions asked at th
close of our meetings we generally fia
one in relation to our next appointi
ment and we always telltel them our a 4

a

appointment depends to a veryI1

gi
extextentent upon the kindness and libelibera


