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énce, Sunday, December 28th, 1547
by

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUPFF.

[REFORTED nv ARTHUR WINTER.]

"Wide i8 the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat:

*Because strait js the gate, and nar-
row is the way, which leadeth unto Ilfe,
and few there be that find it."

I look upon that as one of the most
important sayings of Jesus Christ while
teaching the people {n His day. Iew
there are that find the straight and
narrow way, To read such sayings of
the Savior as those sets one to reflect-
ing. If it is necessary for the children
of Men to re¢eive the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to attend to the ordinances
of His house, in order to be saved in
the kingdom of God, certainly it would
appear as if very few will be saved
in the celestial kingdom of our Cod,
When the Lord called Joseph Smith,
he recelved the ministrations of Mo-
roni, an angel of God from heaven.
According to the teachings that were
given to him by the Lord and by the
angels of heaven, there was no organi-
zatlon on the face of the whole earth
at that time that was accepted of the
Lord as His Church. Joseph Smith
had recetvod the holy Priesthood by
the administration of angels from God
out of heaven before he himself was
prepared to preach the Gospel, The
work that he commenced was like a lit-
tle Mustarqd seed. Those that followed
bim were wvery few in number:
and  the same  spirit of opposition
which was manifest in the days of the
Savior and In the days of the prophets
Wwas Manifest in his day and time.
He met with the same fate as the Son
of God and His Apostles dld. All laid
down their ljves and sealed their testl-
mony by the shedding of their blood,
excepling John the Revelator, and he
Wis DPreserved by the power of God.

Thls is a subjeet of vast importance
to the Inhabitante of the earth, In-
cluding the Latter-day Saints. Accord-
ing to statisticians, there are about
fourteen hundred milifons of human
beings on the earth. Now, if the Latter-
day Saints are all who have received
the Gospel of Christ since the organiz-
tion of the Church, then the numbers
who are preparing to go into the
celestial kingdom of God are certainly
very few., Even if the Latter-day
Sajnts numbered a half million, they
would be A very smali preentage of the
inhabjtants of the earth.

IThere wae a small eongregation of
Latter.-day Saints here thin morning,
and we listened to a numher of the
Bishops represent their wards and tes-
tify econcerning tithipg, the expense of
caring for the poor, and the position
they were in, I thought to myself that
if we had the desire ip our hearta to

be one of that number who will go to
réeceive eternnl life in the celestial
kingdom of God,and to be whereGod and
Christ dwell, it would certairly pay
us to thoroughly keep the command-
ments of God and do our duty. It
causes singular reflections to look upon
the hlatory of the inhabltants of the
.earth. It does not make much difference
what part of the world you take, nor
what age. mankind have been prone
to evil and to yield to the enemy. One-
third of the hosts of heaven are repre-
sented as having been casgt down from
heaven to earth. They are fallén
angels, who have been on the earth,
I suppose, ever since they were cast
out of heaven. What is their
misslon? It is to work against : God
and against Christ; to lead the chil-
dren of men to do that which 18 evil,
that they may have power and domin-
ifon over them {n this wotld and {n the
world to come. ‘The children of men
in every age have had these fallen
spirits to contend with, These powers
have been manifest from the fall of
Adam down to our day, and will con-
|tinue until He who holds the keys of
death and heil will bind Satan and
shut him up in prison for one thousand
years, after whiech he will be liberated
to perform his last act for the destruc-
tion of the sons of men.

In reflectibg over these things, and
seelng how it has been In daya that are
past and gone, it seems, If we are to
judge from the revelations and from
the saying of the Savior which I have
quoted, that there are very few who
find the straight and narrow way that
lends to eternal life. But the Latter-
day Saints have a desire to be saved in
the kingdom of God. Thix ia a great
dealre, and It should be with all! men.
We should understand that it will pay
us to strive to do right and to keep the
commandments of God, that when we
get through we may receive those
blessings that we are Jooking for; that
we may meet with the Lord, meet with
Father Adam, with Abraham, Isaac
and Jaeob, with the patriarchs and
prophets, and with the few Saints that
have been {n the flesh on the earth. 1
believe this Is wvour desire. It is my
desire. I have desired it from my boy-
hood up., 1 have thought sometimes
that I have made rather a poor at-
tempt at it; perhaps many of us have
felt the same; but T think that the lit-
te time we have to be here it will pay
us to look carefully to our ways and to
kesp the commandments of God. It
will be worth our while to .pay our
tithing and attend to every other duty
that God requires at our hands while
we dwell here, that when we geot
through we may be satiafled. This is
my derire with regard to the Latter-
day Saints. For when we realize the
few that will enter [nto eternal life
compared with those that will go the
broad road, it is lamentable, N

As Latter-day Sainta we have re-
ceived the Priesthood: the command-
nents of God have heen made known
to us; and we have set before us,
through the mouths of inspired men,
(those principles that shal] lead us in
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the path of life and salvation. Now,
In view of these things, what will it
profit ug to sin? ‘What ia there In thias
life that will pay us to lose all those

blessings which belong to the first
resurrecitlon and to the kingdom of
heaven? It is within our power, by

keeping the commandments of God, to
come forth out of our graves, clothed
in immortal, celestial bodies, wlth our
wives, our c¢hildren, our rathers, our
mothers, our relatives, and our friends,
and occuny high and exalted positions
in the presence of God and the Lamb,
and dwell with them forever and for-
ever. What Ig8 there, brethren and sia-
ters, In this world or anywhere else,
that will pay us to pursue a course
whereby we shall lose the fulfillment
of these blessings? There is nothing.
Far better for us never to have lived
Iin the fiesh than to pursue a course
whereby we forfeit thes. blessings. .

We, as Elders of Israel, have labored
ralthfully to try to save our fellow
men in the Gospel of Christ., We have
been blessed in this. We have traveled
among the nations of the earth and
the islands of the sea to Instruct the
children of men upon these principles.
There is no better ealling that a man
can have than to go and preach the
Gospél to hia fellow man and to save
the souls of the children of men. The
Lord said to Oliver Cowdery and David
Whitmer: ©

“And If it 30 be that you should
labor all your daye in erylng repent-
ance unto this people, and bring, save
it be one soul Unto me, how great shall
he your joy with him In the kingdom
of the Father!

“And now, If your joy will be great
with one soul that you have brought
unte me into the kingdom of my
Father, how great will be your joy if
you should bring many souls unto me!’"

Now, our Elders have saved thou-
sands of souls: that is, the Elders have
preached the Gospel to them, they have
baptized them, ordalned them, and
glven them their blessings.

We ought to look at these things as
they are. No matter what the world
may think of us, or what thelr desire
may be about us. Even If we are all
saved In the kingdom of God, our
numbers will be very few compared
with the milllons upon milligns who
have never been willing to receive the

| Gospel in the earth, and who will oc-

cupy positions elsewhere than In the
presence of God and the Lamb. I lis-
tened to the Bishops this morning talk
about tithing. It will be profitable to
us to pay our tithlng, It will pay us to
do anything else that God requires at
our hands. By doing It we will be
Justified.

I thank the Lord for my life. I thank
Him for His blessings and mercies to
me. I have reason to rejoice tn this,

!and I am obliged to give'Gogd the rlory

for all I have ever recefved. If I haves
ever done any good; If I have heen able
to preach the Gosnel-and to pursue s
course whereby I have edified my fel-
10w man. at home or abroad, it has
been by the power of God, upon Jesus



