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wide is the gate and broad is the
way that to destruction and
many there be which go in thereat

because strait is the gate and nar-
row is the way which unto life
and few there be that find it

I1 look upon that as one of the most
important sayings of jesus christ while
teaching the people in his day pew
there are that find the straight and
narrow way to read such sayings of
the savior as those sets one to reflect-
ing if it is necessary for the children
of men to receiveredelle the gospel of jesus
christ and to attend to the ordinances
of his house in order to be saved in
thehe kingdom of god certainly it would
appear as if very few will be savedin the celestial kingdom of our god
when the lord called joseph smithhebe received the ministrations of mo-
roni an angel of god from heavenaccording to the teachings that weregerejgiven to him by the lord and by theangels of heaven there was no organi-
zation on the faceface of the whole earthat that time that was accepted of the
lord as his church joseph smithhadbad received the holy priesthood by
the administration of angels from godout of heaven before he himself waswaa
prepared to preach the gospel thework that he commenced waswaa like a lit-tle mustard seed those that followedmmblin were very few tnin numberandaw theth same spirit of oppositionwhich was manifest in the days of thesaviorIUvior andalid in the days of the prophetswas manifest in his day and timehehanletmet with the same fate as the sonof god and his apostles did all laiddown their lives and sealed their testi-mony by the shedding of their bloodexcepting john the revelatorBevelator and hahewas preserved by the power of godthis is a subject of vast importanceioto the inhabitants of the earth in-cluding the latter day saints accord-ing to statisticians there are aboutfourteen hundred millions of humanbeings on the earth now if the latterday saints are all who have receivedthe gospel of christ since the organic
tion of the church then the numberswhoho are preparing to go into the
celestial kingdom of god are certainly
very few even if the latter day
saints numbered a half million they
would be a9 very small pr of the
lninhabitantshAbitants of the earth

thereethere was a small congregation oflatter day saints here this morning
and we listened to a nurnumberriber of thebishops represent their wards and tes-tify concerning tithing the expense ofcaring for the poor and the position
they were in I1 thought to myself that
if we had the desire in our hearts to

be one of that number who will go to
receive eternal life in the celestial
kingdom of godana to be where God and
christ dwell itif would certainly pay
us to thoroughly keep the command-
ments of god and do our duty it
causes singular reflections to look upon
the history of the inhabitants of the
earth it does not make much difference
what part of the world you take nor
what age mankind have been prone
to evil and to yield to the enemy one
third of the hosts of heaven are repre-
sented as having been cast down from
heaven to earth they are fallen
angels who have been on the earth
I1 suppose ever since they were cast
out of heaven what is their
mission it is to work against god
and against christ to lead thehe
dren of men to do that which is evil
that they may have power and domin-
ion over them in this world and in the
world to come the children of men
in every age have had these fallen
spirits to contend with these powers
have been manifest from the fall of
adam down to our day and will con-
tinue until he who holds the keys of
death and hell will bind satan and
shut him up in prison for one thousand
years after which he will be liberated
to perform his last act for the ddestruc-
tion of the sons of men

in reflecting overover these things and
seeing how it has been in days that are
past and gone it seems if we are to
judge from the revelations and from
the saying of the savior which I1 have
quoted that there are very few who
find the straight and narrow way that
leads to eternal life but the latter
day saints have a desire to be saved in
the kingdom of god this is a great
desire and it should be with all men
we should understand that it will pay
us to strive to do right and to keep the
commandments of god that when we
get through we may receive those
blessings that we are looking for that
we may meet with the lord meet with
father adam with abraham isaac
and jacob with the patriarchs and
prophets and with the few saints that
have been in the flesh on the earth I1
believe this is your desire it toIs my
desire I1 have desired it from my boy-
hood up I1 have thought sometimes
that I1 have made rather a poor at-
tempt at it perhaps many of us have
felt the same but I1 think that the lit-
tle

lit-
tie time we have to be here it will pay
us to look carefully to our ways and to
keep the commandments of god it
will be worth our while to pay our
tithing and attend to every other duty
that god requires at our hands while
we dwell here that when we get
through we may be satisfied this is

I1 my desire with regard to the latter
day saints porfor when we realize the
few that will enter into eternal life
compared with those that will go the

i broad road it tois lamentable
As latter day saints we have re-

ceived the priesthood the command
i ments of god have been made known
to us and we have set before us
through the mouths of inspired men
those principles that shall lead us in

the path of life and salvation now
in view of these things what will it
profit us to sin what toIs there in this
life that will pay us to lose all those
blessings which belong to the firstam
resurrection and to the kingdom ofat
heaven it Is within our power btlay
keeping the commandments of god to
come forth out of our gravesavea clothed
in immortal celestial bodies with wuour
wives our children our fathers our
mothers our relatives and our frienda
and occupy high and exalted positions
in the presence of god and the lamb
and dwell with them forever and forbofever what Is there brethbrethrenrenandana sisto

in this world or anywhere else
that will pay us to pursue a course
whereby we shall lose the fulfillment w

of these blessings there is nothingparfar better for us never to have lived f

in the flesh than to pursue a course
whereby we forfeit thesethes blessings

we as elders of israelisrae haverhave laboredlabold
faithfully to try to save our fellow
men in the gospel of christ we hawbeen blessed in this we have traveledamong the nations of the earth oak0
the islands of the sea to instruct the
children of merrmen upon thesetheme principles
there is no better calling that a anan
can have than to go and preach thet
gospel to his fellow man and to save
the souls of the children of men thelord said to oliver cowdery and david
whitmer

and if it so be that you should
labor all your days in crying repent-
ance unto this people and bring javhawkit be one soul unto me how great shallowl
be your joy with him in the kingdom
of the father

and now if your joy will be great
with one soul that you have brought
unto me into the kingdom of09 mybay
father how great will be yowyour joy it0you should bring many souls untwinenow our elders have saved thou-sands of souls that Is the ideas havehavpreached the gospel to them they havbaptized them ordained thermthem andgiven them their blessings

we ought to look at these things anaa
they are no matter what the worldsworldmay think of us or what their desiremay be about usua even if we area alllksaved in the kingdom of godougodettGod ewt
numbers will be very few Awith the millions upon millions ahwaph
have neverhever been willing to receive ther

I1 gospel in the earth and who
I1 cupy positions elsewhere than ini thothepresence of godGOA and the lamb
bened to the bishops this morning tam
about tithing it will be profitable to
us to pay our tithing it will pay usua to
do anything else that god requires at
our hands by doing it we iWiUlejustified

1 A

I1 thank the lord for my life I1 chaaw J
him for his blessings and mercimerciesmercietaetltai
me I1 have reason to rejoice in

I1 and I1 am obliged to
for all I1 have ever received if X itever done any good if I1 have bbeba IMI
to preach the GosgosteliDelandand to vu A
course whereby I1 have edified my fel-
low man at homeborne or liabroad it hwhan
been by the power of god upon jesua


