THE DESERET WEEKLY.

485

full pratection, with a guard assured
each house, which shall open its doors
to the care of the wounded, of either
army. Thua every house bhecomes a
furnished field hospital and its in
mates nurses. Each nation, upon its
accesslon to the treaty, establlshes a
national committee, through which it
svill act internationally in Its varjous
relations.

This corporate body adopts a consti-
tution, in the formation of which it
seeks the best methods for serving hu-
manity In general, together with inter-
ésts of Its own peaple. At first no na-
tional constitution covered more than
the direct ground of the treaty, viz,
the prevention and rellef of suffering

by war. The founders of the Red
Cross of America foresaw that
the great woes would not be by war.

are, While the Old Woarld countries
are continunlly mennced hy hattle, the
TUunited States i8 comparatively ex-
empt from such danger, by reason of
geographical and political sltuatlon;
therefore she alpo wisely provided for
calamitien from fire, floods, famine and
pestilence,” dirought, earthquake and
tornado. Since then the forty aodd na-
tions including Japan and Turkey,
hawve adopted what {8 known as the
“American amendment.” Switzerland,
the mother country of the Red Crass
order, Is its head center. The Swiss

soclety belng the only one that I!s In-

the
and
them

ternational "occupies lItself with
general Interest of its branches
carires on correapondence wlth

in all languages.

After & government has signed the
Treatv of Geneva, Its first nct has
been to form a natinnal central soclety.
Each of these societles are independ-
ent, and -makes its own regulations,
except as it owes allegiance to the In-
ternationatl soclely of Switzerland in a
few fundamental principles essential to
unity of direction. In each country,
auxilfary socletics are formed to co-
operate with ts central soclety. In
Europe the Central soclety is under the
patronage of nien and women of rank,
often members of royal familles; In
America, Miss Clara Barton—tihan
whom i nohler woman was never born
-—i8 the head, front and chlef worker.
Germany took the IRed Crose to her
heart from the first; France threw her-
self with ardor into the goad work; and
even the 'unspeakable Turk™ has
clomely followed [t8 Drecepts. Dwring
the firset ten years of its existence the
Red Cross was i prominent factor In
five greait warf, and in every subse-
quent campalgn hap proved its incal-
ciilable usefulness. The treaty has
trfumphantly stood every test to which
it ¥ms been put. The France-German
war of 1870 and 187]l, furnished the
first opportunity for ita practieal ap-
plication. Both nations were In  the
compact, and there was perfect accord
between the military and the Red Cross
relief. No hospital nor medical work
was oafforded on either side, except
through and under the treaty of Ge-
neva. The Red Cross hrassard shown
on the arm of every agent of rellef,
from the medical director at the head-
quarters of the king, to the boy earry-
ing water to hig wounded lieutenant;
from the noble Empress Augusta and
her court, and poor Eugenia while she
had a court, to the tired nurse In the
wayglde tent. (Augusta, grandmother
of the present empcror, was the head
of the filrat Red Cross society formed
in Germany, and today her grand-
danghter the Grand Duchess Loulse of
Baden flla the position.) BSays
Barton: ‘'No record of needless cruel-
ty to sick and wounded soldiers stain
the annals of that war, T walked its
hogpitals by day and night. T served
in ita camps; I marched with its men,
and I know whereaf 1 apeak. The Ger-
man, and the Frenchman, the 1Italian,
the Arab, the Turk and the Tonave
were gathered tenderly allke, and lay

j Unlon prisoners there buried.

Minss '
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side by glde In the Red Cross palace

hospital of Germany."
The United Btatea did not accept the

International treaty of the Red
Cross until eighteen years after
it was first presented ta our

government; and thiat we finally came
into the foid Is due entirely to Milss
Barton. When our Civll War he-
gan she was a young lady of wealth,
spending same time In Washingten., At
the firat news that northern troops were

government. But the end was not yet,
by reazson of President Garfield’s un-:

timely death, Hls succesrar incorporated

en route to the capital had been fired !

upon in Baltimore, she, wlith several
others, volunteered to go and care for

the wounded. That day her life-work

opened. Thereafter she wna found in
the hospitals, and soon came ta be rec-
ognized as a‘nurse of -uncommon ahll-
fty. In her qguiet, self-contained way,
she went unehallenged wherever s0l-
dlers needed asslstance. She met the
wounded as they poured in from Vir-
ginia and took care of them fin camp
and fleld. Military trains were at her
gervice. She was present at the battle
of Cedar Mountain, Second Bull Run,
Antletam, and Frederidkshurg; was
elght months at the slege of Charleston,
at Fort Wagner, In front of Petersburg,
and In the wilderness; also Ih the hos-
pltals near Richmond, and on Alorris
Island. When the war ended. her labors
were not over. In obedlence to the
most tender of human sympathy, she
tremalned many weeks at Anderson-
ville, engaged in the  herculean
task of marking a&s many as pos-
aible aof the graves aof the 13,000
Then
her health broke down completely and
her physicians ordered her to Europe.
Before she was half recuperated, the
France-Pruspian war bhroke out, and
Rhe immediately jolned the rellef corps
of the Red Croer in the field, where she
dld herole service during all that atormy
period,

|

a plen for the Geneva treaty Iln hils
first message to Congresg, The Benate
committee on foreign affairs (of whom
were Senators Morgan,” Edmunds and
Lapham), received it favorahly, and on
the fArst day of March, 18382, President
Arthur had the happiness of signing
the trealy,
. Lhid - S

It was found that a modification of
and some additions to the original
treaty as it exists in KEurope were
necessary to adapt it to the needs of
our country. In the Old World, Where
war is a continua!* menace, the Red
Crosa has kept to its first purpose—
that of caring for the sick and wound-
ed of belligerent armies. . The United
States, though comparatively exempt
from the dangers of war by reasons
of geographical and political pituation,
has other national calamities to con-
tend  with, Floods,” fires, cyclones,
pestilences come withput warning, and
to avert vast sufferlng retief must be
swift. In order to accomplish the
most good, complete provision must be
always ready to meet any disaster
caused hy the unchained elements,
The flrst great dlsaster after the
Amerlean Red Crosa came jnto being
{(a year before Presldent Arthur had
Bigned the treaty), was the forest fires
in Michigan. When the words fiaphed
over the wires that thousands, fieeing
for thelr lives from burning building<,
were without food, Miss Bartom pres-
ident of the centrgl scctety in Waah-
Ington, telegraphed the committee In
Milwaukee and Chlcago, to hasten to
the scene. In a few hours they were
en route; while she, and as many us-
slatants ag she thought necessary, at
once set out, with carloads of pro-
visions and all essentials.

Twelve pgreat national calamities

In 1869 Mliss Barton went to Geneva._l have already cinimed the service of

The fame of her aplendid work had pre-
ceded her, and ghe was at once called
upon by the president of the Swiss In-
ternational Red Cross Soclety.

fact that the United Statea which In ita
own Civil War had shown such un-
parntleled care of the wounded and or-
ganized a sanitary service on a ascale
hitherto undreamed of the world over—
yet held aloof from the Red Cross and
refused to sign the treaty under whoge
banner twenty nations were already en-
rolled. Miss Barton replied that she
had never even heard af su¢h a thing,
and she doubted if the people of the
United States (whatever might be said
of its officials) were aware that any
praposal to unite such an organization
had been submitted to the government.
When all had been made plain, her hu-
manity-embracing heart at once be-
came aflame with enthuslasm and phe
resolved that If she lived to return to
her native Innd the Red Cross principles
should at least become known there,
But she came home a suffering invalid
and hovered for years between life and
death. When at last nature rallied, she
had to begin life anew, almoast like a
little child, and acquired even the power
to walk. The mind, however, was s
Clear And the heart a8 warm as ever.
She went to Washington a8 soon as
she was able and presented the rmub-
ject of the Geneva treaty to President
Hayes, This was in 1877. Her efforts
won no response from the Hayes ad-
ministration; not unti) four years later.
‘Then another goldier Presldent, Gar-
fleld, was in the chair. and she met
with encouragement. The late Secre-
tary Windon lald the subject before the
cahinet. The Presldent'a "silent part-
ners”’ yere cordlally Interested; Secre-
tary of State Blalne wrote warm
letters of npproval, and in his first
message to Congress Garfield recom-
mended our accession to the treaty.
This was seventeen years after the

Lfirst presentation of the subject to our

i
1
4

He -
nsked an explanation of the anomalous g:isfsl;'s;lppl cyelafe;

[

the American Red Cross. After the
Michigan fires came the Ohio and
Mississippl floods, of 1%82. Then the
again the tloods
the Virginia epidemic; the
Texas drought: the Charlesaton earth-

quake; the Johnstown tlood; the cy-
clone and tidal wave on the BSea
18lands of South Carolina, etc. And

everybady knows the great work
which the soclety accomplished among
the Russlan peasants in ‘91 and '92
and later among the persecuted Ar-
menlans. When the great floods iIn
the Ohlo and Missiagippl valleys oc¢-
curred and It was ascertained that
widespread suffering exlisted, Miss
Barton sent o notice to the Associated
Presa that she would go to the rescue.
Immediately suppiles and momey b¥y
the thousands pourcd In. Boats Were
chartered and loaded with every de-
seriptton of supplies, including forage
for cattle. Down the long rivers they
ateamed, stopping at all the towns and
villages rlong the way where want
was known to prevail. Qulekly tha
cltizens were called together and a
committee organized to distribute sup.
plles; and then the hoat steamed oD.
The first Intimation that the inhab-
ftants had that rellef was coming was
when the hoat with the magical Red
Cross emblem wupon ft, drew up to
their shores, and Miss Barton, with
the same hlazon on her arm, stepped
over the gang-plank and began to as-
semble the atricken people, Truly, she
must have seemed Hke an dngel from
a hetter world.

The vital idea of the Red Crosa is
not charity—it scorns the word, but
helpfulness, friendlinesa. It is a privi-
lege to do for thoee in trouble, for in
the good 8Samaritan sense, they are
neighbors. Human brotherhood ie the
Red Cross creed, and the religion of
Jesus Christ,ar embodied in the words,
“Love one another,” la jts animating
principle. FANNIE B. WARD.



