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Herein, he continued, comes con-
demmpstion upon many. They hear

the testimony of the servants of
God and the Spirit of truth bears
witoess, but they shut their hearts
against it. Jesus anid: “*This is the
conldemnaation, that light has come
into the world, but men love dark-
ness rather than light becawse their
deeds are evll.” There is o way by
which everyone can find out for
himself whether this testimony is
true or not.

The 8pirit of God is free to all, like
the air or the pure light of the sun,
God wishes all to come and partake
of this Bpirit of truth. But Heisa
belng of order. He has demonstrated
this In all his works. Everything
that comes from God is in order and
brings .barmony ane unity and
peace. All things with Him are
governed hy law. Asit isip natura]
things, so it is in spirltua! things.
Now, there i8 a plan of salvation.
It i fixed, as in all God’s works.
““Btrait Is the gate and narrow the
way that leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.”? “He that
¢ntercth not oy the dour into
the sheepfold, but climbeth
up some other way, the saone is a
thief and a robher.” 8o said the
Havior. The burden of the preach-
ing 1n Christendom is to the effect
that all sinners, however vile, need
to do is to believe in Jesus. But
Christ Himse!f never taught that,
neither did His chnsen Apostles.
They proclaimed a plan of salva-
tlon comprehended in the Gospel,
Its principles vRn be found in the
Now Testament. Faith 18 but its
first pringiple. Faith in God is the
beginning of true religion. That
faith must be centred in the true
God. Men must turo awany from
idols. Not only frem worshipin
stocks and stoues and animalsan
plapets, but from adoring the ofl-
apring of vain imayination, a phan-
tom that has po existenee, being
without parts and occupying uo
8pace, Dot even a8 much as the
point of a cambric needle. The
true God, as Jesus tried to make
plain to the people in His day, is
our Father, and made manin His
own image. Hedwells in beaven
nbd is omnpipresent, nol in his per.
sonallty. but by his universal
Bpirit. Faith in Jesus Christ is also
pecessary because, though all
things are of God, they are by and
through His Son Jesue Christ.

True faith is shown by works.
Our actions must correspond with
our beiief. Repentance will there-
fere follow upon faith, and true re-
peotance consists In leaving off the
things that are wrong and deing
that whieh is right. There Is no
real religlon in weeping over sips
committed and then Hoing them
again.

After repenlance comes the duc-
trine of reanisalonof sins. Turning
away from the sins we have com-
mitted does not in itselfl wipe out
or remit those #ins. If we have

run inty debt at a sigre and
we decide not to ruo Jo
debt ano more, that i8 very

commendable, but it does not pay
the old scure. The reinission of sins
comes through faith in Jesus ("hrist
andi His atonlng blood, und by
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obedience to the ordinance of
baptism. That I8 what baptism is
for. It is ordained for the remission
of sips. When the repentant bellever
Is buried io the likeness of Christ’s
bnrial and raised up from the water,
in the Jikeness of Christ’s resurrec-
tion,he receives the remission of his
s8ins, But the ordinance of baptism
must be as authorized by the Lord.
Lt is to be administered in the uame
of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost. No one has n right
to administer {n the name of the
Deity, unless authorized hy tLhe
Dvlity.  And such authority ean-
not, of  course, he given
unless there is some commu-
nivation between  heaven and
earth. Now this communieation
is just what the churches of the
world deny, and they therefore vir
tually admit at the pame time that
they have no divine authority.

When a person has been baptized
and jecelved o remission of hissins,
he is prepared to receive the Holy
Ghost, the Cowforter. This he re-
ceivesby the laying on of the hands
of men haviog authority from God
to do so. This is thespirlt of revel-
ation and-prophecy, and gives each
recipient a testimony thai he has
received the truth aud is aceepted
of God.

These are the first principles of
the gospel, and by oberdienes to them
A man or woman is recelved Into
the Church. This is according to
the word of Christ to Nicodemus.
“Except A man be born of the
water and of the spirit he cannot
epter into the kingdom of Ged.** No
malier what the ministers of the
sectarinn world may say, this is a

divive decres, an immutabie law of |

the Kternal God. The word of the
Lord has gone forth to His people
that they should gather themselves
together. The elders are not emi-
gration agents as supposed, laboring
to induge people to come to Utah.
If this was our purposs we could
easily fill these valleys with people
from a]l parts of the glove. But the
Bpirit of God moves upon those who
receive the QGospel, and  be~
cause they become leslrous to
lenrn more of the principles of the
Gospel, they come here to be in-
structed and to worship God in the
way he has appointed.

We have erected several Temples
in these valleys, and we expect to
bujld more, into which we can enter
and administer for our dead. Thig
s part of the work of the dispensa
tion of the fulness of times and
atfects the gathering, in one,of thnse
who are behind the vell. We thus
huve an object 1n life which is more
than to live for the plensures of the
enrth; we have a work to do for the
future and for those whe are behind
the veil.

Phig dispensation of the fulness of
timea, then, has come, and the per-
800 Who wus called upon to usher it
in waws pot one of the learned and
wise of the world. Joseph Bmith
was & humble farmer’s son. But he
recelved the keys of this dlspensa.
tlon and laid the foundation and all
the outlines thereof, aud, having
accomplished thia grent work he
Inid down his life to seal the testi-
mony he had given. I testify that
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’ he waa n Prophet of the living God.

People will not look into the
revelations which God hLas given
through Him, and therefore they fail
to see the beauties thereof, but to my
soul they are sweet food and to my
eyes they arve full of beauty. These
revelations make clear to usthe path
to our Heavenly Father. They open
up the way whereby we may ap-
proaeh to the Highest, ntay ask and
receive, seel and find, koock and
the door is open to us. They tend
to make men bely, in pature and
act. I kpow that the work which
has been commenced will vo on to
victory. We expect the world to be
against us, but as God Almighty
lives, this dispensation will go on
and accomplish that for which it was
sent. :

These are the times of the restitu-
tion of all things spoken of by the
holy prophets. The keys of all dis.

‘pensatinns are here, all truth, all

power, all Christ’s people will be
gathered in oue, nod the prophecies
will be fulfilled, and the servants
of God will labor until this earth
has been redeemed and wmade
glorious and the way has been
cleared for the dominion of Jesus
Christ, who shali relgn from poie to
pole and from shore to shore. I pray
God to bless this congregation
Those who are not in the Church I
invite to investigate the principles
of this gospel. I ack you to do so,
with all earnestuess, and if through
prayer God gives youea witnuess of
the truth, he sure that you do not
reject it. I exhort the Latter-duy
Baints to live in accordance with
the truths that they have received,
that they may progress in faith, in
intelligenee and in holiness, and Le
prepared for the advent of our Lord
to meet with the Saints when He
shall come in His glory.

The choir sang an anthem: ¢Q,
be joyfull®’ preceded hy a solo by
Brother Matthew Noall.

Bepedietion by Bishop Williain
B, Preston.
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COMPELLING THE POOR TO SELL.

ONE of the most commendable
features connected with the popula.
tion of this city, in the past,has been
the possession hy the people of all
¢lasses of their own homes. Inpstead
of being renters the working people
have. been holders and have lived
under their own roofs. They have
also sat under shade of their own
trees and vines.

This delightful coudition of comny-
fort, thrift and comparative freedom
from anuoyance, bids fair to fade
away and become a mere memory of
the past. The present government
is one well calculuted to obliterate
it, and muke this what a rabid *“Lib-
eral’”? faction have threatened—g
rich man’s city.’r

The policy of the present mu pici-
pal government is ealculated to pro-
duge that undesirable result. It is
a legitimate outgrowth of the inten-
tiom of the party who were enabled




