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out by the British foreign office, shows
the Jaws in force in Swilzerland and
the rigidity with which they are ad-
minisiered. According to this report
the legialative measures are directed in
the firat place towards Lhe suppression
of the vice itself, while they deal with
the regulation of the liguor treffic
only as a pecondary matter, Tbe
saloons are severely taxsd and subject
tu restrictions, but the strong arm of
the law falls moet heavily on the
drupkard and oo every person who
aide him in his vice. Anyone who
drinks te excess ia liable to fine and
imprisonment, and in some cantons he
may be confined tor an indefinite
period in ‘‘homes?? established for in-
ebriatee. Lilquor dealers are liable
tc severe punishment for selling lo
mipors and to intoxicated persons, or
even o individuals known to be in the
habit of drinking tov much.

Pereons convicted of drunkennees
are in some cantoons prohibited from
entering 8 saloon and the proprietor
is liable to a fine if he permits them

to remain. Fathers of families,
known to be poor, &are pun-
jshed if .they enter & saloon, and

iu Berne the law is thatany perscn
who helps a paaper to drink or gamble
may be imprisoned for aixty daye, and
no ope couvicted of drungenpess ¢an
lawfully enter a place where liguor is
sold for a period of two yeuars from Lhe
daje of hism conviction and sentence.
Any sppearance in publicof an in-
toxicated person is generally followed
by the arrest of the offender.

It is claimed that theee severe
strictures bave had a most beneficent
eflect on the public morals ip the
Bwiss. republic and some have advo-
eated the adoption of similar measures

in other countriee. The general
principles on  which they rest
are the same 28 those on which

most laws againat drunkenness are
framed; if the results are not equally
gatisfactory in other places, the difler-
ence must depend on the way in
whieh those laws are administered,
The Bwiss people, although enjoying
the benefits ot a republican form of
government has beer tratned to sub-
mission under the strong arm of the
law toc a marked degree, From the
days of the severe reformer, Zwinul,
when public flogging was the penalty
of habitual peglect of attending cnurch
on BSundaye, lo the present day of
militarism and pelice regulations,
when even the Christmas joy of the
little ones ia marred by the presence on
the Christmas tree of a formiduaile lcok-
ing rod, the people have been inspired
with the awe necessary for the enforoe-
mentof rigid measures. 1ntheabsence of
such eduoation the administration of
unueually severe laws must necessarlly
be defective, since there are numerous
ways in which any law cao be evaded
by those so disposed. A nd it is beyond
question preferabie to restriot the enact-
ment of ]aws 0 Such measures 88 can
be sdminstered to the very lelter,
rather than to meltiply laws, to remain
dead letters except iu particular cages.
The Gothenburg system is the oppo-
site to tibe Swiss method of warfare
against drupkennees, It deals 81most
entirely with the regulation of the tale
of intoxicants. It minimizes the
opporiunities  for  indulgivg in
drink acd deprives the Jeslers
of acy motive for violating the

law, by fixing thelr salary and making
it independeqt of the amount of busi.
pess transacted, It also gives back to
the community s part of the money
earned, by yearly donations Lo public
improvemesnts and benevolent instjtu-
tions, and it is founded on philan-
thropic principles. For these reasons
many bhave recom mended it as superjor
to any other method.

Probably the regulations of Bwitzer-
jand are most practical to that repub-
lic, while other measures will have Lo
be taken in other countrles. QOune rule
canpot be applled everywhere, Nations
have tbeir peculiarities, Dot to be
overlooked in the efforis of lawmakers
and philanthroplats to conguer vice,

SHOULD BE DEFEATED.

There is s touch of sentimentality in
tbe apnouncement that Colonel Breck:
inridge has confessed hie shortcominge

to the church with which he is assocl-
ated and that his oco.religionists have
voted to torgive him. Of course they
couid do pothing less, provided they
were satinfled in their own mind that
hie confession and expressed determin-
ation of leading 8 better lile were made
in yood faith. Religion requires this
as & duty men owe te each other. The
return of the prodigsal is the occasion
of rejoiclng in the household of
the father and the recovery or the
lost sheep Is B pleasing event tothe
faitbful shepherd, 'To refuse forgive-
ness to a repentaunt sinner would ve to
adopt 8 course opposite to that ¢om-
manded by the Christian religion and
exemplified in the conduct of ils
prowinent followers in all ages,

it caunot be denled, however, that
the close connection between this effort
to reguin the confidence of the church
people and the political compalgno into
which the colonel has lhrown hie
powerful energy and glittering tlo-
quence, has anything but tne right
color om the surface of 11. He has Inthis
malter laid himeelf open to the
susploion that his seat in Congress
18 as important to him 88 the
gquare settlement of his moral account
on a Christian basis, It will always
be an eopen gquestion whbether his re-
pentance was not after all oue of the
ordeals submitted to for purely 1 olitical
purposes, Even those unwilling to
constitute themselves judges «f ihe
hearts and secret motives of men will
find it dyificult to dismisa thoughw of
this kind, and it is hard to see how his
public career can reiain any elemenis
of usefulness ap long as this suspicion
of hypocrisy clings to his reputation,

As a general rule it s understood
that the piace of men like Breckin-
ridge is not in the froml ranks of a
great and free nation. No country
can afford toentrust the framing or the
execution of ita jaws lo men not of the
highest excellence. Lf the representa-
lives of & people are Dot mes of tested
micral qualities, the cauee of public
morslity is lost. And the inevitable
conciusion of Lhis is, that when & man
has been tried and failed as miserably
as the Kentucky colonel has dove, he
ocught to retire modestly from publie
lite, with an apology lo the country
Lhat he ever undertook a responeibility
20 heavy for bis fraii shoulders, Even
when the charitable view is taken of
his case, that his failings were

entirely due to the Wweakness of
hils character and not to villainy, he
cughtto see that such weakness m’akes
him unfit for the exalted position for
which he now is mBking a fight
What iz there to guaraiiee that in a
moment of temptation he may net
agalp fall, causing the eshadow of
acandal to darken his own path and the
reputation of the august body of which
he is 8 member? i :

it would bean act of friendship to
the famoue gentleman aond an agt of
justice to the couutry to defeat him in
this race, True repeniance creates
humility, and thle feeling would long
ago have suggested Lhe propriety of
nis taking a back seat In the po-
litical conventione, To push himself
forward, as he has done, safter the
gorry spectacle presented (o the coun-
try, evinces bad taste and disregard of
propriety Lo an extreme degree seldom
witnessed among the ranks of publip
men.

SOLUTION OF THE SEWAGE
PROBLEM.

The problem of an effective disposa]
ot sewage on scientific principles thap
are within the reagh of practical applj.
cation has been long and deeply studied
by those specially interested in methods

of sanitation. Many pians have beep
suggesied to accomplish the desjreg
ohject, and the practical application ot
these suggeptione has caused the ex
penditure of vast sums of the ptlbli'
money, in most jnstances without oh(-:
taining even an ordinarlly sagjgigc
tory resuli. Thus the problem of aew-
age disposal has been regarded ag !;
growing one, especially in its relatigp
to the defiling of the water supply, angd
its investigation has been and js

matier of grave study as it exlstenc:
hae been an item of Berious concern

Cities that have adopted & sewage
system geperally are io the posiugn
thai they must stay hy it because of the
enormous expense and ineonvenience
of change, particulariy of & radiga]
oature. But those citles Which have
vot yet adopted orfully completed theijr
sewage system exhibit wisdom in seek-
ing the latest suggestions thut have pe-
oeived through practical demonstratipn
a satisfactory endorsement of their
utility. For the periect handling gf
the subject, however, In 8 Way to reach
permanent and seatisfying results, j
should recelve scientific study :ind
treatment, to be demonsirated by agtua]
experience. Buch a procedure the
eminent sanitary engineer, Mr, War.
ing, has sought to fellow, and his ar-
ticle in the lasi issve of the Certury
would lead peeple to suppose that he
hau at Iast reached the great nbject of
bis lohg and tireluas pearcb—the cheap
and efective disposal of Bewage by
simple scientific or natural rules,

The gentleman?® couclurions are
of great value to growing townps
and cities that are about 1o enter
upon extensive public Improvements
io the line freated of. As Salt Iake
belongs toc this class, Mr. Waring’s
investigations and demonstrations
should ne of deep interest and great
value to the municipal adminisiration
and the citizens generally. The cou-
clusion of his it guiry, like thal ot the
most prominent of sanitarians of
modern times, is that complete oxida-



