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THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

WE publieh 1n this {ssue the mes-
#age of Guvernor Arthur L. Thomas
to the Utah Legislxture at its thirtleth
geszion, The document is very com-
prehensive and emhbrsces a great
variety of subjects and they are all
treated in u judicious and intelligent
manper. The lapguage is plain and
forcible and may be understood by all
who read it,

The message is free from anything
that can offend n sensible person how-
ever pensitive. The recommendations
are, in the main, sugh as all parties
will agree to ' be worthy of
adoption by (he Aeserubly. Among
them js the suggestion Lhat the deaf
mute jnstitution be separate from the
¢University, This we think ought to
be attended to without delay, Ap
asylum for the blicd is also becoming a
necetelty, The needes of the -Insane
Asylum should be met, although this
18 becoming quite an ox i ensive institu-
tion; it is worthy of public eupport and
should not be crippled for Jack of need-
ed means. The Agricultural College
aleo should be encouraged anpd sus.

tained, The D, A. and M. Bociely’sl

propisitions areworthy of conglderation;
either of them wouid be an improve-
ment and we hope the matter will re-
celve proper attention.

The recommendation concerning
the Worki’s Falr needs to be care-
fully coneldered. A hmndred thousand
dollars is a large sum, eonsidering the
condition of the Territorial finances.
8till we must nut be niggardily and
Utab oughbt to be properly represented,

The Governor’s recommendations in
reference to the school law seem to be
all reasonable and most of them essen-
tial. Inp view of the many discrepsn-
ciesin it ard the pnumerous changes
proposed, would it not be well to make
& new law, embodying all the good
features of the present statute and in-
cluding the changes which are peed-
ful and thus simplify the maltter for
the beneflt of all concerned? Patch-
!ng and mendiog a law so extepsively
48 appears to be necessary makes great
confusion and necessitales reference to

both statute buoke with comparisons
that consume both time and patience.
The suggestions about county and
city assessors are good and timely, and
we cordially endoree the propusition to
pay them by ealary instead of by a per-
centage, which encourages exorbitant
valuatione.* The cost of vur meeessing
and col'ecting of revenye is altogether
tco great, and any plan which wil
reduce it and at the same time ensure
thorough assessment will be a great

| improvement on the present system.
" | The powers of the Board of Equaliza-

tion ajso ought certainly to he énlarged.

The recommendation that elections
—excepling school elections—shail all
be heid ou the same duy and that in
Novembet, is one that has often been
copsidered. We believe that it would
Le folind Leneficial for ali elections but
for manicipal offivers and the excep-
tion named. It is better o our opinion
to- keep both school and eity aflairs
separate from those strongly partizan
contests thakr arise on more general
maibere, and Eupe they will be left out
of the bill that way be prepared on
this subject.

The powers of City Councils iu re,
ference to the coontrel of the liguor
traffic ought certainly to be eniarged
wbere necessary aond made clear
beyond dispute. Also if the ity char-
ters do not confer power to prevept Lhe
union of saloous and theatres and show
lisues, théy should be amended so as
lodo this. There fis already a .Terri.
torial statute that forbids liquor to be
sold” in theatres, dance houses,
ete,, and city @ordinances should
Le passed b conformity with it. It
they have not the power it zheuld be
conferred upon them,

That we are under ‘‘changed con-
ditions,” is pgvident from the Gover-
nor’s recommendstion for a militia
law., We had a good ope for many
years, hut it was rendered migatory by
agilly gubernalorial proclamation and
80 the ‘militia vrganization died out,
However, we think the Governor’s
suggestion is good and we know of no
reason why we should not have a first-
clags militia in Utah.

A board nf pardons is wanted here,
There sbould be some one-to advise
with the Governor on theimportant
matler of relessing crlminals. But
whether thia would be fully io con-
formity with the Organic Act, which
vests the power of pardon in the Gov-
ernor, we think needs considering before
such a board as proposed is created.

The eight bour law for labor on
publle works so long as it does not
restrict or regulate any private concern,
is a good thing in our opinion, The
enconragement of home [ndustries
within proper bounds is emipently

.bave to the movemvnt.
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proper, and there are other hints and
sugegesions given by the UGovernor
which, with the information he im-
parte, makes his meesage both interest-
ing and profitable and worthy the
careful attention not only of the
Legialature but of the general pubiie.

The closing worde, showing that
pael Jdiflerences are vanishing and
that a happy blending of all interests
is in proecess for the welfare of the
Territory, are indicalive of a desire on
the part of our chief Exeoutive to pro-
mote harmony and prosperity, and we
trust and helieve they will be endorsed
by all who 1ead them.

STILL THAT BILL.

AS attenspta are still made to shbw
that the Utab bill bears **the brand of
thhe Church,’! and that it it should
pass, Congress would only have ‘Yjust
such coontrol over this Territory as it
bas in s Btate apd no more’’ it is
necessary that we should say something
further on the subject.

VWe have already expressed our firm
belief that the bLill will not pass. We
hnve also explained why we object. to
the measure. And we have quoted the
laws of Congress and some portions of
the bill to show that the power of Con-
cress vver the Territory, both as to
annulling the acts of the Legislature
and direet legislation for the Territory,
would remain intact if the bill should
pass, How tben can it be gravely re-
affirmed that Congress would only
have*such control a« it hae over aBtate
and no more?!’

Can Copogress annul a law passed hy
a State Legislature? Can (Coogress
pase Iawn to regulate Lhe local affuirs cf
a8tate? Certainly not. But Congress
can and does pass laws for Utah Terri-
tory, and anoul such laws as our Leg-
islature enacts which are not approved
by the Government. Now that power
wouild remain unchanged if this bili
should pass. That cannot be denied.
And thatsettles the dispute,

But we are asked to show “what that
amounts to if true.” It amountdto
just the same as it amounts to now.
Anpd that is the chiel objection we
The opnly ad-
vantage it offers is the eleclion of offi-
cers who are now appoinled & d that
would cost us from elghty to a hun-
dred thousand dollars a year, At the
same (ime we would not te a Btate,
and Congress would still exercise that
supreme coutrol over the Territory
which it claims today.

The Times starte out to reply to our
request that it show what It ealls f'the
brapd of the Church’ on the biil,
but it shows nothing and entirely
begs the question. It is npot




