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THE GOVERNORS MESSAGE

WUWE publish in this issue the mesmee
one of governorGu vernor arthur L thomas
to the utah legislature at its thirtieth
session the document is very com-
prehensive and embraces a great
variety of subjects and they are all
treated in a judicious and intelligentintelli pent
manner the languageIADgUage is plain and
forcible and may be understood by all
who read it

the message isia free from anything
that can offend a sensible how-
ever sensitive the recommendations
are in the main such as all parties
will agree to be worthy of
adoption by the assembly among
them is the suggestion that the deaf
mute institution be eeseparateparate from the
university thice oak ought to
be attended to without delay an
asylum for the blind is also becoming a
necessity the deedes of the insanoinsane
asylum should be met although this
isin becoming quite an expensive institu-
tion it is worthy of public support and
should not be crippled for lack of need-
ed means the agricultural college
also should be encouraged and sus-
tained theabedD A and M Socie tys
propositions of consideration
either of them would be an improve-
ment and we hope the matter will re-
ceive proper attention

the recommendation concerning
the worlds fair needs to be care-
fully considered A hundred thousand
dollars tois a large sum considering the
condition of the territorial finances
still we must not be niggardly and
utah ought to be properly represented

the governorsgovernor tecommendations in
reference to the schoolI1 law seem to be
all reasonable and most of them essen-
tial in view of the many discrepan-
cies in10 it aud the numerous changes
proposed would it not be well to make
anewa new law ip embodying all the good
features of the present statute and in-
cluding the changes which are need-
ful and thus simplify the matter for
the benefit of all concerned patch-
ingng and mending a law so extensively
asaa appears to be necessary makes great
confusion and necessitates to

both statute books with
thatbat consume both time and patience
the suggestions about county and

city assessors are good and timely and
we cordially endorse the proposition to
pay them by salary instead of by a per-
centage which encourages exorbitant
valuations the cost of our assessing
and collecting of revenue is altogether
tootco great and any plan which will
reduce it and at the same time ensure
thorough assessment will be a great
improvement on the present system
the powers of the board of equaliza-
tion also ought certainly to be enlarged

the recommendation that elections
excepting school electionselect ione shall all

beholdbe held onOB the same day and that in
november is one that has often been
considered we believe that it would
be foundfou nd beneficial for all elections but
for moul cipal offofficersluers and the excep-
tion named it is better in our opinion
to keep both school and city affairs
ieseparateparate from those strongly partizan
contests that arise on more general
macere and hope they will be left out
of the bill that may be prepared on
this subject

the powers of city councils in16 re
i ak
ference to the montrelcontrol of the liquor
traffic ought certainly to be enlarged
where necessary and made clear
beyond dispute also if the city char-
ters do not confer power to prevent the
union of saloons and theatrestheartrestheatres and show
houses they should be amended so as
to do this there is already a territ-
orial statute that forbids liquor to be
sold in theatrestheartrestheatres dance houses
etc and city ordinances should
be passed in conformity with it if
they have not tbtho power it should be
conferred upon them

that we are under
editionsditions isie evident from the gover-
nornors recommendation for a militia
law we had a good one for many
years but it was rendered minatorymigatory by
asilly gubernatorial proclamation and
soao the militia organization died out
however we think the governorsgovernora

suggestion is good and we know of no
reason why we should not have a first
classclam militia in utah

A board of pardons is wanted here
there should be some one- tooneto advise
with the governor on the important
matter of releasing criminals but
whether this would be fully in con-
formity with the organic act which
vestsveste the power of pardon in the gov

think needs considering before
such a board as proposed is created

the eight hour law for labor on
public works so long as it doesdo not
restrict or regulate any private concern
tois a good thing in our opinion the
encouragement of home industries
within proper bounds is eminently

proper and there are other hints and
suggestions given by the governor
which with the information hebe im-
parts makes his message both interest-
ing and profitable and worthy the
careful attention not only of the
legislature but of the general public

the closing worde showing that
past differences are vanishing and
that a happy blending of all interests
isia in process for the welfare of the
territory are indicative of a desire on
the part of our obichiefef executive to pro-
mote harmony and prosperity and we
trust and believe they will be endorsed
bybly all who teadread them

STILL THAT BILL

Asai attempts are still made to shaw
that the utah bill bearsbean the brand of
the church and that it it should
pawpass congress would only have just
such control over this territory as it
basinhas in a state and no more it tois
necessary that we should say something
further onOB the subject

we have already expressed our firm
belief that toethe bill will not vasepase we
have also explained why we object to
the measure and we have quoted the
laws of congress and some portions of
the bill to show that the power of con
gross over the territory bathasboth as to
annulling the acts of the legislature
and direct legislation for the territory
would remain intact if the bill should
passpan how then can it be gravely re-
affirmed that congress would only
haveauchucb controleo atrol as it has over abbate
and no more

can congress annul a law passed by
a state legislature can congress
pawpass lawslawit to regulate the local affairs cf
a state certainly not but congress
can and does pass laws for utah terri-
tory and annul such laws as our leg

enacts which are not approved
by the government now that power
would remain unchanged if this bill
should pawpass that cannot be denteddenied
and that settles the dispute

but we are asked to show what that
amounts to if true it amoun tto
justjuat the same as it amounts to nowDOW

and that is the chief objection we
have to the movement the only ad-
vantage it offers isin the election of offi-
cerscers who are now appointed a d that
would cost us from eighty to a hun-
dred

bun-
dred thousand dollars a yeartear atA t the
same time we would not be a state
and congress would still exercise that
supreme control over the territory
which it claims today

the tunes starts out to reply to our
request that it show what it calls the
brand of the church on the bill
but it shows nothing and entirely
begsbeg the question it is not


