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motive that has prompted them? The
motive has been to do the will of God,
apd then to save the souls of the
children of meb—to impart to them
the message of salvation, and o
warn them of approaching judgments
I heileve they have been ay falthiful in
this generation as Noah and his sons
were before the flood. Of course, we,
know but little about the efforts they
made. We only know that God gave
Nosh & message and prepared a plao of
sulvatiop tor the inbabitants of the
earth; und 0o doubt he declared, with
all the power that bhe had, the message
that Gud had given unto him, But it
had litite eflect upon tbe finhabitants
of the earth, Our message bas been
hetter received. We havethousands who
have listened to it, and who have be-
Jleved it,and who have taken the steps
w hich God has pointed out to regelvethe
heneftt which tollows obedience to it.
Agit was 1. the daye of Noah, the
Suvior saio, 80 it shall be io 1he days
of the cominy of the Bon of Men. And
we are liviLg io those days, and this
work that we are engaged in is a pre.
paratory work—Lo prepare the way for
the coming of the Lord, that the earth
shall not be visited by the calamities
that shail precede His coming
without the inhabitants being
walned couceroing ithem. It is for
this purpoae that the Lord has poureu
out upon the people 1o these last vays
the spirit of gathering. It has rested
upon the jonbahitants of every Iaud
who have received the Gospel, and
they have gathered lo these mountaing
and valleys. They have come because
they believe that God has commaDded
them to come, and the evidence that
He has commanded them to come has
heen recelved hf them through the
outpouring of His Holy 8pirit upou
t.hf:ni; a remsrkahle tact, that of all the
thoupsnus of Latier-iay Saints that
have erossed the occan to cowe to Zion
there Lua scarcely an accldent ever
happened to one of them. It iz now
Afty-turee years since the Latter-day
Sarnts commenced to leave Kurops tor
Amenica, auu during that period they
have traveied as though they were
ioeured of heaven. Who ever h'eurd
of Elders being lost, or compalies ot
Haluts meetlDg With accideuls any
helng destroyeo? [o s marveious
when we contemplate it, considering
the numbers thiat bave waveled ang
the lenyth of time that bas been cuv.
ered hy their trusels, There has beeu
a special providence over the peoule
in guthenng them from the far
Gistant lande where Lhey formerly
lveu, and it 18 because GFod haa com-
mandey them togather, Nol only hus
He commanded this people to guiher,
but He has communded all peopiv to
18ten 10 this messnge with which Lhe
Elders nre enirusted, and to obey it,
And tu gather out frum Babylow.
When [ say Babylon, | mean tout
eoffup. Bystemd of things thab prevails
throughuut the earth, and which ts
likely to be overthrown soouer or later.

Now, I have said that the Liatier-
duy Buiute bave shown thelr love, to
wome vxlent. While [ wus mention-
fng that, it oceurred to me thab there
has beeru un sxhibltion of love and
seil-suvrifice, covering some Years, thut
{8 now wscwicely thought uf by the
people. 1 allude to the sendiug down,
for 4 series uf Fears, trains from this
valley sua irvm other valleys to the

frontiers, tv bring out the poor Baints,
This is aimost forgotten now. A new
generation has grown up since those
times, railroads have been built, and

ne obDe thinkse now about our
old mode of travel. But for
8 putnber of years there Were

bundredsof teams sent from this Terri-
tory to bring up the poor Baints from
the Missouri river, and after the rail-
road was commenced, from the end of
track. For years there were sent 500
wagons, 2000 yoke of cattle (for each
wagon had fonr yoke of cattle), 500
teamsbers, with guarda to watch the
cattle, flour to feeu 500 tesmsters apd
the aduitional guards, also the emi.
grants that had to be transported. In
this labor they spent the most valuable
part of the year for work, bringing the
Satnts up {rom the river, supplying
them with foou, caching flour as they
went down, and picking it up again
u8 they returned. Think of the ex-
penee of thir! This wus all doue by
the people who vent these teams with.
out direct pa¥—they got some credit,
I supypose on thelr tithing, but they got
no monev, Xach entire year would be

{Bpent in this manper gathering the

poor Baints! What was it fo1? Why
did the people do this? YWhere can You
flod such an t¢xhibitlon of kindnwess,
such n desire to help otherr? Nywhere.
You may search in vaip elsewhere for
such en illustration of kindoess and
zood feeling and brothely love. What
was the motive? It was to help the
people, and to extend to Lhem the
blessings that they themselves en-
joyed. It was to contribute’to their
teraporal ealvation—precisely the same
priuciple that prompts them when
called togoupon missions, to leavetheir
wives, their children, their fathers and
mothers, and ail the tender associations
of lite,tv oarry the glad tivings of salva-
tion to the inhabitants o! the earth.
These are exhlbitlons of jove. 1
thapk God for them. I thapk God
that I llve at & time and among a peo-
ple who are capabils uf comprehending
the purpu:es of God, aud who have
risen to such heighis of seif-sacrifice
ag this. I thiok it is goud to reflect
upon, that there are people on the
sarth who have these feelings, and
who are not sordid and selfleh, and
thoroughiy engrossed in helping them-
pelves at the expense uf their nelgh-
bore; but who live for humanity and
for sometbing more than the accumu-
lation of perishable riches, and who
jove tneir feliows sufficientiy to uo
anything they (%4 for their
salvation, These valleys have
been settled by & people of thie
kind. We have been sustuined here
by that prineiple of brotheriy love,
We never coul1 bave done that which
has been done; we never could have
muintained our foothold in these val-
Jeys; we would have periched by starv.
ativn, or by indiane, or by other evlls,
had this fepling not prevailed. Che
very settlement of SBalt Lake City was
only made possible by 1hia brotherly
love and affection. 80 it has been frem
that time till the present. In 18556 anu
1866 I suppose hundrede of people
would have perished in our settle-
ments, through the grasshopper visita-
tivn, had 16 Dot been for the uisposition
to help each other; siarvation was
averted by this feeling. I thauk Gad
for its restoration to the earth, It
makes one fec] that there s onespot on
the earth, at least, that {8 net wholly

given over to the worship of mammon;.
that there is & people in whose
bosoms burn sume of the old feellngs
of which we read in the Bible, and
which we know are from Ged. It is '
derightful to think that these feellngs
are not entirely obliterated from the
earth, but that there is & people who
are seeking to cherish them, to main-
tain tbem and to impart them to their
children after them,

And yet with all thiz how far we are-
ourselves from being what we shouid
pbe] We have constantly to he battling.
against selfshpess, and many of our
people nlmost fear lest we shall be
overcome by these evil influences that.
are surging around us and are washiog,
a8 it were, agalnst our very thresh-
olds. There is danger to be fenred
from this spirit of evil, of seiflshnese,
of “devil-tRke-the-hindmost,*? of
every man for himself, and msoy ip
our midst succumb to these in-
fluences after all that has been
done to bring them to a
knowledge of the trutb. They forget
the lessons that God hne taught and is
teachiug, and they yleld themselves
to the apirit of the world, from which
we have been gathered. I suppose
this will continue to be the case until
Aatan is bound. God wlll not take
away our agency. He has given
you &snd me our agency to
do ae we plesse. I: wlil mnot
say that He cannot take away
our ageumcy; that would be Ir-
reverent; vul itis not eonsistent with
His plan to take away anybody’s
agency. Every buman belng has
his ageney. We can serve God or we
can serve the devil, We cau listen to
the voice of the 8pirit of God and the-
entreaties that we hear ffom it, or wer
ocan reject them aod lislen to evil:
blandishments and allurements. There-
Is a percentage, perhaps,—I trust it e~
very small, and I am led to belleve it
is—of the Latter day Balnts who forget
Lthe lessons (Fou is teaching, anu who
yleld to slb and seek to build them-
selves up insteau of the Zion of God.

Now I look upon it that when a man
receives the truth it is his duty to sesk
to build the truth up, to labor for Ziop,
apy not to build up anything that ie
oppored to Zion, from the uay that he
receives the Guapel of the Son of God
throughout his mortal career. Per-
sonally I would oot want to Jdo any--
thing else knowingly. But in eayiug
that, do I mean to convey the idea-
that we u#re to be uwu  exclusive-
people, that we are to shut ourse]ves
up, aod ocut ourseives off trom all
cominupication with our fellows? No.
W heu I labor for Z.on I labor lor the
whole human family, I labor for God, L
labor for the establishment of that rule
and dominion that He seeks to intros
duce and perpetuste fo the earth. L
do not labor for the Mormons nlone,.
butI labor for all; for as far as this
apirit to which I bavenlluded exiends,
so far wiil it benetit and bless all who
partake of it. It will bring a blessing
lo every man, to every householy, to
every community,and to every nation.
And when we taik about Ziun we talk
avout this better condition of things
that we are aiming bo eatablish.

[ was conversing with a lady a few
weeks ago., Bhe was a lady in public -
{ife an talked aboutl addressing me a
jetter on & puhblle topic through the
papers. We entered Into conversation
ahout nflairs here, and I said to hep



