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holders should go to war and be killed
we would be obiliged, under our con-
tract, to pay every policy. At present
we are instructed by the home oflice
to be very careful in issuing life In-
surance. No one who intimates that he
will enlist Iin case of war will be ae-
cepted, It any applicant makes a
false statement in thizs regard we
would simply cancel his policy for
violation of contract. Our present
patrons need not feel atarmed, as thelr
policies, 1in dease of death, will be
1 ald.”

prgrﬁg;te ysegms to be some doubt about
the actual carrylng out of the assur-
.ances attributed to Mr. Harris. and
there ia a probnbllity that there would
be a general refusal to pay Insurance
on the Ilives of men killed In battle.
The Chicago Times-Herald takes thls
view. It says)

sNen who are earrylng life insur-
ance policies would in case of war he
placed in an embarrassing position,
None of these men could volunteer to
serve thelr country without torfeit-
ing their life insurance polleles, With
many men this would mean the sur-
render of the only provision made by
them for the subport of thelir famllies.
It may be urged that the government
would take care of the widows and
orphans, but such support would
necesgarily be meager In the extreme,
if granted at all, and many patriotic
tnen might well hesltate to imperll the
future of thelr family, even though
willing and anxlous to impertl their
own lives for the sake of their coun-
try.” e

The problem of life Insurance in
relations to the army and navy in case
of war, has yet to be solved.
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THE PLAGUE AT BOMBAY.

So much space has heen given by the
Y of WA news, or news of pros-

ve wars, that the American pub-
ﬁ?:c:'j,lag not beent kept well posted con-
cerning a pestilence that has been rag-
ing during the winter in and near
Bombay, India. A recent report from
there states that the number of denths
in a single week, from the plague. has
run as high as 1134, and from Othﬁl
disenses and causer 933, makin~ the
total mortallty for seven days, 2,067
These figures 4pply to the eity of Bom-

papers

e. In the city as high as 348
?Euﬁogave occurred in a single day,
e'rhe elty might be beseiged by 2

and make a stubborn de-
}2;‘:2 :-rimyconunuous fishting without
Ynoreasing this mortality; which goes
to show that, while battles between
atrmles are very destructive to hu-
man lite, pestilence may become far

more 80, 00000000

JUSTICE LONG DEFERRED.

Judge W. N. Dusenberry of Provo
has Jjust returned from an important
errand to the nation’s eapital, Over

rears ago the collector of
?D::::,t;f nrev}enue for the government,
1'11:& late ©. J. Holllster, levied a tax
upon certain serip which was used by
various {nstitutions of the Territory
‘as a matter of convenience In paying
off employes, cash not being always
avallable. The scrlp obtalned more or
less clrculation, according to wh?re
and by what places issued. but it was
never regarded as currency, much less
as a2 means of usurping the fupctiona
of legal tender. No less than $13,000
in money as such taxes was exacted
from these institutions. a great hard-
ship at the time, much greater than It
would have been in later years, al-
though a burden unjustly Imposed
never becomes less a burden hecause
of the improved elrcumstances of the
vietim thereof, A test of the matter
wasa finally made, 1t reaching the Su-

preme court of the United States, by
which the imposition and collection
were pronounced fllegal. Last Janu-
ary Benator Rawling Introduced a
bill providing for the refund of the
moneyY, and Judge Dusenberry's oh-
Ject was the pushing ahead of the
measure,

It would seem to be about as little
ng the government could properly do
In such a case to return money which
ity agents unlawfully took away, and
any steps looking to sueh return
should be aecelerated rather than re-
tarded. Doubtless with a full under-
standing, whiech sometimes 1Is mueh
more  satlsfactorily and speedily
gained by means of personal inter-
vlews than through the’ routlne of
legislation, there wlll be no opposttion.
This, we understand, the Jjudge has
fully attended to, and such being the
case those to whom the money be-
longs should not be compelled to go
without it mueh longer.

DOCTRINAL QUESTIONS.

A correspondent writing from 8t.
Charles, Idaho, under date of the

11th [nat., asks the '"News"” to explain

a passage of SBeripture with reference
to certain persons whom he names, who
were prominently connected with the
early rise of the Church, fell away
and were re-admitted. The whoie sub-
ject 1s doctrinal In eharacter, and the
request of the correspondent for an
elucldation of It by the "News" Is made
for his personal information.
Sometimes the ecircumstancet con-
nected with such a request render It
advisable or even neceszary for the
“News” " to comply; as for example,
when the Interests of the Church, or
of a considerable number of persons
may be involved:; but In most cases
wherein individual members of the
Chureh, for thelr personal benefit, seek
information on some doetrinal matter,
or to hnve some passage of SBcripture
explalned, they can be accommodated
by applylng -to the proper accleslastical
loﬁ"lcers of the ward or Stake In which
they reside, and usually thls I8 the bet-
ter course to pursue, No doubt the cor-
respondent Is seeking light in good
faith, but as it is a persnnnl matter
with him, nnd a proper elucidation of 1t
could not well be condensed into the
apace that could consistently he civen
to it In these columnse. he I8 kindly
recommended to do as indleated,

A BATTLE RETWEEN WARSEIIPS.
One of the most frightful experiences
a mortal ean pass through and survive,
is a piteched battie at falr range bhe-
tween two modern warships, built,
armed and manlpulated necording to
the latest models and methode. Buch
a ship, I¥ing peacefull® upon a gentle
sea, presents a  scene  of wonderful
qujet, order and calmness. Its ponder-
ous mechanism, adjusted to a hatr,
| moven ag smoothly aa a planet In space.
The perfection of neatness and cleanli-
ness prevails evervwhere. There s a
i place for everything and evervthing
|i= in Ita place, The ventllation {8 per-
. fect in every part of the vessel, and
a touch turne on an electric binze
which Hluminates every nook and cor-
ner. Eaech officer and man has been
trained nand drilled until they an
speak and move wlth the preclsion of
auvtomatons.

True. there Ia an alr nf awe about
the ble puns. How ponderous they are!
.How immense thelr length and girtht
One lnoks at them and tries ton imagine
what they ean do, what nolse th-
make. and what force there {s to the
explosion that takes place  within
them: even as a little child lonks st
the moon and wonders how large it Is

and how far away. But when those
guns begin to do the work for which
destructive genius created them, the
beholder realizes how puerlle and in-
adequate was his Imagination.

Before a gun Iz fired every man

‘whose duty brings him near it must

tightly plug his ears or be permanent-
ly deafened by the shock the surround-
ing air recelves as the projectile and
its propelllng gases leave the muzzle
of the gun. Those who stand
near to the weapon at the instant of
dlgcharge, will likely be knocked down
and may be rendered senseleas, and
this hefore the enemy Las fired n single
shot. A courage, calm and well
trained, combined with perfect self-
contro! and thorough scientific knowl-
edge, must be tralts of the men who
fire the guns, What, then,
qualities required in facing the
my's fire?

Perhaps immedlately after the bat-
tle opens the funnels are shot away.
This destroys the draught of the fur-
naces and a horibie, stifiing smoke fills
the vesrsel between decks. Ventilation
ceages and the alr becomes hot to suf-
focation, Then Iif a shot from the ene-
my succeedg in erippling the electrical
machinery which furnigshes the gurrent
for the lamps, darkness the blackest s
ndded to the smoke and heat, and the
interior of the versel becomes a literal,
torturing hell.  Not the least of the
torments the men below are suffering
are their agonizing doubts and fears.
They kunow nothlng of how the battle
goef. The engmy may be minklng or
they themselves may be: they cannot
tell.

It is hard to declde who are worst
off, the men on deck or those below.
Every imvpact of a projeotlle of the ene-
my againat the steel walled turret fllls
the air with o shower of red hot me-
tallle splinters that sweep It In every
directlon lke a radiating broadside,
killilng the men by platoons, or man-
gling them most shockingly, The
men in the open alr have at least one
advantage over those between decks;
they are too busy to spare time to
reallze the horrors that surround them,
and calamities occur too fast to be
counted.

The vessel that can first erlpple its
adversary’'s amteering gear while pre-
serving its own s0 as to be able to
maneouver I8 pretty sure to win; be-
cause a helpless hulk that cannot turn
nor move itself Is no mateh for a foe
that can deacribe a eircle; but the
quickest work i8 done by the ship that
can first land upon the other's deck
a short meries of dynamite shells, for
these are the means man has devlsed
for produclng an artificlal earthquake;
and their enormous power rends and
shatters In an instant the strongest
work of human hands. Dropped upon
by one of them, the strongest deck of
toughest sateel becomes mere oeard-
board.

One eood thing is that all ls quickly
over. The employment of the mlghty
forcen of the modern battle ship pre-
vents a long drawn contest. Within
n few minutes after the Arat shot lands
upon the weaker vesrel most of the
men on hoard of her are dead. Thelr
suspense {s brief. If the ship sinks, the
tale nf what wna done on board of her
mav never he told. for lack of a living
witness: for the dand. wounided and
unharmed will Hkely go to the hnt-
tam tneether. Tante never portraved
ithe HWell an horrd —adern warehin
engaged In derperate nction, Hia Imaei-
nation. amazine as were ita powers, wae
too feebhle.

ene-

One nf the hest sectionn of range
grass conntry Iin Montans wns swent

thv fire the Jatter nart of last month

and an a reault eattle will anffor the
roming reason,  The raner affected 14
in the Pnndern country and covers an
area of 160 miles square.

are the .



