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none of us caneau lay claim to in-
fallibility in readyeadreadinging the signs of
thethir timertimes but we mustroust be blinhlind
indeed not to that which calls
for serious apprehension if not for
positive alarm I1 kofler no apology
fornor0 sspeakingI1 to you thistilis eVeveningdevellingelling of
the prevalence of political corrup-
tion and crime in our country
the is one in shiell every
american citizen liasilaslilithethe deepest
interest and upon which the christ-
ian pulpuipulpitit of thelandthethu land haslids no right
to bobe ssilenttenti A country may be
dishonored and ruined by extrava-
gance dishonesty and corruption
asUs effectually as by intestine broils
or armed rebellion

I1 shall not act the part bfof an
alalarmistannist this evening but shall en-
deavor in the useiise of words of truth
and soberness to direct yourybur atten-
tion to amegme matters that deserve
the serious consideration of good
men of all parties ewt us notice
first the character of the men
who bear a large not to say a con-
trolling influence in tilethe political
affairs olourofour natInationbilbli

the theory on which our govern-
ment is constructed seems to me
not only rehoremoreasonablenabie and consconsistentisten ti
but almostalmot perfect government
is a divine institution ordained of
god for the benefit ofbf tilethe people for
his own glory the scriptures de-
termine nothing with regard fo the
power ofgovernmentovern ment but they lalayy
down principlesplespies

I1 which promote
personal freedom and the greatest

to tilethe greatest number thecatrineottrine that all men are created
equal thatthai they are endowed by
their creator with certain inalien-
able rights that among these are
ilfelifeafe liberty and the pursuit ofor hap-
piness was infht the gospel laag bo0
foriefore it was put in the declaration
of independence

orrourourorr theory is thatabat the wisest andarid
best manmail will be soughtbought out by
the Jppeopleeople and selected to adifadmin-
ister

in
the atraafraaffairsirs of the nation oilolion-

ly ab very moderate degree of intel-
ligence and virtue would seem to
be needed to secure this resultresult
wevve might learalearn wisdom in tins
matter from the instincts of ani-
mals A drove of wild horsehorsessi inin
preparing for defense or attack pla-
ce animals of the best metal and
strength in the front and in this
regard they lreareire no wiser than sheep
or the assam of the desertdedert or the stork
in the heavens but the political
ammaffmairsaffairs of our nation are so wretch-
edly manamanagedged that one Is tempted
to exclaim
oh watbeasts

judgmentment I1 thou art fled to brutish

and men have lost their reason

who of us will claim that our
best denare uniformly or general-
ly chosen to make and exeexecutecutti our
laws examine the characters of
officeholdersoffice holders from aldermen to
halted states senators and howbow
many of them are men in whom
the peopleopi ellavehave confidence and for
whom they feel genuine respect
our first trouble in this matter lies
in the fact first that large num-
bers of the voters of our country
are mentally and morallydomily unfit to
exercise the elective franchise Nnotot
a fewoxfew of our politicians seem to be
more than half insane on this sub-
ject they speak and write
as if voting was a sovereign remedy
for the ills of the body politicolitte they
seem to think that a ballotballot in the
hand of a man who is ignorant
drunken and vicious will certainly
elevate and reform if it does not
alvyglorify man this is a most ab-
surdsu eexaggerationxaoI1 g of an important
truth

responsibility develops power
and the discharge of the duties of
citizenship does something toward
improving the character of men
but this educatingiducating process is slow
at the best and in many cacases can
hardly be discovered by the closest
observer sentimental politicians
grow poetic over the bits of paperfrowthathat dropped into the ballet box
execute the will of freemen asass

lightning does the will of god
but this pretty picture is spoiled as
soongoon as we examine itltv in the light
of common sense if you go to the
polls on election day youyour will see
that not a few of these freemen
cast their votes with nomoreno anore idea
of thetho principleprinciples of our govern
ment than they have of the phil-
osophy of language ignorant and
prejudiced mere tools in the
hands of designing demagogues
they are about as well qualifiedfled to
bearipar the high responsibilities of citi

zenenshipship as theythes calculate
an eclipse and as might be ex-
pected the men they vote for are
in many cases aaas fit to fill the
offices to which ththey aarerc elected aaasalhorse was io act as consul
of rome the evil I1iamramam deprecat-
ing iais aggravated by the fact that
these ignorant and depraved classes
generally act together in political
matterstatter in certain districts in the
ecityity of new york in which every
house is either a brothel or a grog-
shop or both nine tenths of the
men always vote the same ticket
I1 remember an election a few years
since at which the voters of
one of these districts illin tilethe sixth
ward were all on one side with aI1
single exception decency flies
these localities and fellows of the
baser sort have everything their
own way while every form of cor-
ruption growgrows the rankest lux-
urianceuriance boso4 longiong as an overwhelm-
ing majority of the voters ofaofa city
or statetate are honest midand capable
they may be trusted to neutralize
the influence of the class of which
I1 am speaking but behaveye have selic r

ted a point in more than one of our
cities where thetile abandoned and
vicious classes so far control po-
litical matters that there is no long-
err any adequate protection to lifeoror propyopropertyperty give this class the
same power throughout the whole
country and our government would
not hebe worth a three years purpurrr
chase I1 do not despaidespal the coun-
try oragreeor agree with those who pro-
nounce free institutions a failure
but ifit is my most solemn convic-
tion that we are at the present time
carrying a load of ignorance and
corruption aaa a heavy atheas the coucountryntry
canscanean stagger under

ifit we turn from voters to our
professional politicianseanscans and office
seeker the view isig even more dis-
heartening newkew york has its rings
and combinations that manage its
politics andind steal right and left by
thousands andarld millions of dollars
until the empire city is threatened
with bankruptcy and thetho same
corruption on a smaller scale ob-
tains inin all our chief cities if
things are nobnot as bad in cincinnati
or chicago as they are in newhewyorkieyorkkItit Is only because thee pool1001
fromfrob which the rascals steal is not
so large and deeldeetdeep as48 thefhe endondone iriin
which teed and hisisaksisaurassociates dis-
port themselves

it would be faisefalse and unjust to
say that we havehareno no honest and uun-
selfish politicians but it is true
that their reputationon as a classcass is
unquestionably and notoriously
ba

if like the children of losacharissachar
we would havehavo ununderstandingderstanding pfaf
the times we must consider se-
condly the means that are now in
common use to secure election in
officoffice it hasbai been said that no

citizen should desire oior decline
any office under tilethe government
orbr within the gift of thetho people 11

the rule in the main is a good one
and if it could be adopted wouldwould
redeem our country from a multi-
tude of evils at present our best
citizens not only shun office but

I1 generally taketaken little interest and
coactiveno active part iliin political matters
this asa s a matter of course leaves
the nieldfield open to corrupt and mer-
cenary

t
demagogues and what

are the means to wiilwhichch these men
resort to secure a nomination to the
office to which they aspire I1 al-
most wish i

perienperlencedeed politicians could take my
place for about ten minutesand
tell you how these things were
managed I1 am not a politician
but I1 can throw some light on thier

subject to bebeginginatat the beginning
the caucuses and primary meet-
ings are pretty generally held inlif
grog shops or other disreputable
places into which the better classclaas
of citizens do not care to go this
makes chintithings pleasant and easy for
thementhe men wwho0 armare not over fastidi-
ous about their associations and
who are nevermorenever more at homehom ethanthan
when in a saloon or beer garden
then tilethe convention is dand
a nomination secured by fraud and
carrucorruptionn men are nominated1113islafoforr I1legislativeeN ve and municipal offleesoffices
who are notoriously in sympathy
with the criminal classes things
have come to such a pass in many
places that politicians of the low-
est class have everything their own
way ministers are warned against
soiling their black coats bybi having
anything to do with politics chris-
tians are admonished to keep out
of these dirtybirly wafer 11 and to de-
vote vesto t appropriateleir
work in the church anand the sab-
bath school the motto all is
fair in politicsesscsc is in high repute
and men who are so oldoid fashionedfashioned
as to propose to keep a good concou

science are apted an incumbrance
and a nuisance

thingsthing havebave reached suehsuch a pass
that our best citieitlcitizenszensi who are sen-
sitive andamii retiring are fairly driven
from the field and the workerwork of vir-
tually determining who shall make
and execute our laws is left tosato sa
loon keepers vile politicians and
unprincipled party hacks the peo-
ple who havehaxe a real interest in the
country are still graciously per-
mitted to ratify the nominations
made by thosethroe enterprising dema-
gogue candidates for office consort
with the rabblerubble and pander to their
depravity as a means of securing
their votes men who aspire to our
highest municipal offices or to a
seat in congress drag themselves
through beer gardens and saloons
guzzle whisky with the irish drink
lager beer with the Germansand are
hale fellows veilveliwellvell met with thieves
and gamblers all to show that they
sympathize with the tibdeartibarar people
worse than all the
corrupt use that is now madenilde of
money in political jirelife in manmany
cases nominations araree purpurchasedchasebase
votes are bought and sold witwith
hardly an attempt to conceal tiletiie
infamous transactions menmou will
tellteli you that they cannot accept a
nomination for the reason that they
arearo not able to pay the expenses of
an election campaign

it should be known that there is
no call for large susumsnis of inmoney01I1 ey in
a political canvass that Is conducted
with honesty there are certain
legitimate expenses fonfor hallsballs tick-
ets prinprintingting etc but sending
large sums of money from wash-
ington or new yorkyerk to be used in
an election in ohio or indiana is
to be deplored by all good citizens
such moneys are almost sure to be
used in one way or another ancorin cor-
rupting the people Therthereowasawas a
time when almost every american
citizen regarded the senate of tilethe
united states with respect and ad-
mirationmiration now places in that hon-
orable body are bargained for
bought and sold in the most open
and shameless manmanlieriierlier men
stained withalthwith th19 intamy still show
their brazen faces among honora-
ble men and lay claims to respect-
ability

cl
weinid have reached the low-

estt Ppointint of humiliation in this
matterpatter within the last two or three
weeks on a resolution declaring
that a man who forces himself into
the united states senate by bribery
and cocorruptionirruption isis unfit for a place
in that body we find a wide differ-
ence of opinion among Sesenatorsnatonamontsome of those lionorab e men are
they not all honorable men are
not prepared to say that and others
of them makeminke pettifogging pleas in
defense of the guilty parties which
are an insult to the moral sense of
the nation

wenotice more distinctly third
the reprehensible practice which
now prevails among men in office
somesone of them are fostered by the
abominable dilfilaximmaximmaximioto the victors
belong the spoils whoever first
framed this expression deserves to
have it so associated with his name
astoas to render llis memory forever in-
famous the practice it was used
to justify has opened a pandoraorals
box bf evils uponulion ourburr country

it is easy to trace jhb growth of
this evevilihnoiknono man living caneoncan con-
jecture where it is to end george
washington was president of the
united states for eight years dur-
ing his administration heno removed
nine men from office john adams
was president four years and dur-
ing that time displaced tentev office-
holders this makes an aggregate
of nineteen men to twelve years
and I1 am not aware that any orieone
of the number was removed on
political grounds thomas defier
son was president eight years and
remremovedoved forty twoiwo officeholdersoffice holders a
little more than five a yearsear on an
average madison during the eight
years of hishit administration put
only five men out ofor office monroe
during his eight years removed
nine john quincy adams filled
the presidential chair for four years
and during that time only two of
the army of effiiofficeholdersee holders wermwere de-
capitated this brings us to the
reign of andrew jackson which
inaugurated a new dispensation
for twenty years the removals by
his predecessors amounted in the
aggaggregaterogatorogate to only sixteen within
twelve months from the time of
his lnainainauguration he had removed
two hundred and thirty officehold-
ers

ca holdoid
oroi about three times as many

as fiadfindhad been removed byall his pre-
decessorsdecessors for A pernodperiod of forty years
and he prosecuted the work with
relentless vigor until hehb struck
downdoah aboulabout every political 09oppon-
ent

pon
upon whom he could lay andhand

whatever service general jackson

rendered his country in other res-
pectsta1 in this matter he bialindictedI1 acted an
injuryury from which dehave suffered
for more than forty years and the
end is not yetyot

it has come to be understood that
the emoluments of office are distri-
buted as a reward for partizan servi-
ces when an office is to hebe filled
ththe question is not Is he honest
Is be capable but what has he
done forforfoz his party of late years
the abominable system of which I1
speak hasbas taken on certain new
and odious features which make it
doubly detestable the lislikdisIlstribu
tionlion of government patrpatronage
is now claimed asPs one of
the prerogatives of members of
congress they claim that the of
nices in their several districts are to
be placed at their disposal and used
to reward their friends onepile of
these rerepresentatives no matter
whether eehe comes from the swamps
of florida or the s of a
frontier state no sooner reaches
washingtonWashingtorltori than he waits upon
the presidentehtoror the heads of de
apartmentspartments to demand places fortor hihl
henchmen if told that there areare-
no vacancies he demands that
some be foundfound orbr made and if this
is not done look out for war on
the administration dealing with
these hungry cormorants isii often
the most perplexing and lilblaboriousorious
of all the work of the presidentpresidents
when our martyr president was
straining everteveryevery nerve to save the
nation from iniimpending ruin his
life was nearly worried out of him
by this herd of office seekers
when the present occupant of the
white house tried to shake ottoff
these greedy leeches the proprofession-
al

bession
politicians ortheof the country sent up

a howl of indignation thatthal was fonglong
andlousand loud this they kept upunup un-
til they raised a commotion which
culminated in thefhe cincinnati con-
vention of 1872 perhaps no fact in
american history shows more clear-
ly tiletha degradation intoinfo which we
have fallen than the oppositionon
that is mydemidemade to tilethe civil servicepervice re-
form

I1 exexpresspress no opinion as to the
form that has been adopted in the
examination of the applicants for
ofilofficece I1 oztieonlyA know that compe-
tenttentt and rereliable men were employ-
ed in the preparation butbilt that
some examination should be hadyhadrhad
and that men should not be engag-
ed to performperforms a given work until
they have shown a capacity ornitor nitfit
ness for it iaIs a elfselfeif evident trutruthth
the backofhoeklock ofsuch an examination has
drawn swarms of incompetent men
to washington many of whom
have found employment under the
government and there remain
fastened like barnaclesbarnacledbarnbarnaaclesclesonon the ship
of state the strongest bubusinesssiness
houseabuse in the country would become
bankrupt inI1n lesslow than threethred yearbyearsbears
if its affairs were interfered with
byoutside pantiesparties as congressmen
interfere with the business of the
departments at washington pro-
bably oneohe half of thothe elclerical farceforce
employed at washington could per-
form all thetho work that ia now donedotie
if they were competent for their
places and worked as men da inIII
private business houses menmea hold
clerkshipsclerkships and draw salaries regu-
larly who eancan meadread or write
and whose services to the cocountryunty
are not worth the cost of the sisugarigar
to sweeten their grog yet mem-
bers of congress protest against
any system that will weed out these
incompetentincompetentsa and prevent a perpet-
uation of their class and theaonthe con-
duct of these congressmen is per-
fectly consistent with their theory
concerning the distribution of gov-
ernment supplies why should
men be examined with regard to
their ability to discharge theoutiesthe duties
of an offofficece when their appointment
to that office is demanded on oth-
er and entirely diffmerentdifferent grounds

one of the worst features of our
times Is the distrust that generally
prevails with regarddegard to thetho personal
honorlionor and honesty of our public
men the partisan newspapersnewspapersareameare
censurable for the indiscriminate
manner in which they accuse their
political opponents of dishonesty
but these ataccusations inflict slight
permanent in ury on men of un-
questionable integrityintegrity it men in
bublicpublic life have the reputation of
beingeing false and mercenary they
may generally thank themselves
for it time is prettyprett surero tto mea-
sure out impartial justice toto allalf of
us if men arearo elected to offices in
which the lallwailsalaries onlyplayI1 yieldI1Pid them
a frugal support retiretirotino iromfrom this in
a few years with 4an amampleit 0 fortune
tho peopleeople Vwillilliii astronglyhougg suspect
that this thing has not been11 donedonoaon
honestly and the people are right
in their suspicions our legislative
bodies are infested by a gang of

lobbyistshobbyists who are always ready to0
buy votes orbe influence at the mar-
ket price afiif a streetstroet is to be open-
ed a schoolhouseschool house builtbulit a city rail-
road extended or any other job
engineered through the com-
mon council somesomebodyody is on handliand
with a bribe for the members who
are ready to sell their votes and
their souls

when the railroad monopolies desire to
Intinfluenceluence congress or a state legislature
they know just how to place their stockblock or
money where it willwiilwillbodo the most good itif
A tewsew votes are needledneeded to secure the annex-
ation ofbf alaskanAIasalas or troverwcover up enormous
rascality inili thlerileflief lielle construction odtheot the
railroad somebody butsinputs in anun appearance
with the meansxoeans ot buying thomthose votes even
it they cost thereby a thousand dollars
apiece how harthehasbas the cheek of0 every honest
american citizen been crIth with
shameshamo6hamoatmontatthethe revelations of the ortcredit moblo
billerbilier that bavehave come to light within qa

last rewjewfewmonths attheat the presently is almost
impossible to separate between the innocent
and tho guilty in thiathis matter we may
charitably hope that some who are now inim
disgrace will yet be vindicated from the as-
persionsper that have beenbuea cast upon themthemw
but there lais no escape from the tactfact that
others 0of hitherto good reputation haveownbeendeen guilty of deliberate falsehood ihnotit not
0or wilful perlperi their effort4
themselves from this wretched affair and
thesemenbemen havehare dishonored the country as
weliwell us disgraced themselves we say of
their self destruction as anthonyauthonyantAutbofil said of the
murder otof glohoh what a fall was
there my countrycountrymenweamea then you andiandandl I1 and
all of us eileliellfell down and congress for the
vindication of its honor does nothing moreinore
than select two odthe0 the offenders andimd express
in mild terms itsita disapprobation ot the course
they had pursued it isii wellweil perhaps that
they went no farther for tthisthia same con-
gress closed its last session by an act so jnan
famousramous thatisthat it must hereafter be known aslamousthe bigtig steal of the year 1873

the raid upon the treasury of the united
states inn which one or two millions of dol
lar carriedearned ottoff by men who had no
shadow otof right to it and which opened the
wayy forstealing uncounted millions rin theMfuture should consign every manan engag-
ed gritin it tto0 a political gravgrave e with no hope of
a resurrection

this act of perfidy waswes perpetrated un-
der
I1

circumstances tthatt aggravated its eaes
sentral lanessvileness there were more than
fiftynitty men who had been elected toth congress
withawith a tacit agreement that they were totd
receivereceiver a salary otof couo5 a year or to
state the matter more accurately asa con-
gressmen spspendendonon an averaaverage only about
onene halfbalt their time at washington they
were to be paid foefor services actually ren-
dered at thetha rate otof loom a yearsear this sal-
aryarletheythey had receivereceiveddi and forfou it they had
given their receipts
thesethew mennowmen now tell us this salary was in

adeauadequateatete but they intimated nothing ofor
the endkudd when they were hanging round the
doors of coconventions11 seeking a nomination
or beggibegginghigfig fortor the vote necessary to elect
them
itif you had been on the floor otof the house

otof representatives ai was wheatwhenthishishig bill
of0 abominations rushed through
Yyou would probably have felt asae I1 did that
the men who were most anxious fortor

would probably make steal
than they hadbad earned inhi any honest way in
any five years of thel 11 eg and the bilibill
aapyanyof aappropriations was made to carry this
infamous rider so that the thimblele riggers
and artful dodgersdodgeri otof the house mightight tellteilau
their constituents that they could not vote
against an increase of galarysalary without imjmperilingpeperiling the bill providing toytor the legitimate
expensesex uses of the government

then millions were taken from the treas-
ury otof the united states goolsttoo at a time
when the country Is burdened with anay enor-
mous debt and suffering from all the evils
of a depreciated currency we ought
perhaps to be greatful to these honorable
Cgentlemen that thethey did notynottnot while their
handsbands were in the treasury takatake
apiece instead otof the arguments
used to justify the present grab would
be just as good to excuse one ten times
as large
the people are not to be blamed fortor hav-

ing
bav-

ing been betrayed and robbed by their ser-
vants in thisthia instance as they had no inti-
mation or suspicion of what was to be done
but we are taga pitifultirui set indeed it we tamely
submitmittoto this outrage these men have
been false to their constituents and recreant
to the interests and ohonoronoeonor ofor the nation
in the future whenever oneffone of them pre-
sents himself as a candcandidateataate for the auffray

of the people let good men of all parties
combine to teach him that this is an offense
the american people wiilwill never forgive or
boutfogtforgetet any political party no mattermatten
what its past history that Jujustifies or ex-
cuses the crowncrowning act orof lammylammi irth
which the recent congress closed imoito session
deserves tobe annabi abed herehera I1 leave the
subject torfor the present com-
mercial

opinion of chief justice mckean
I1

DELIVERED aprill 0if2 1873
I1

TERRITORY OF I1 march
third district court f wermterm 1873ea

joseph W hashaskinsmaskinskins
for the mon-

ts sil-
ververminemineenosaenos W wall etel al

the plaintiff interposes a chal-
lenge to the armayarray of the jury on
variouss grounds statslatstateded in writing
and placed on file the defendants
controvert some of thosechosse grounds
and demur to othersothea thetha posi-
tions taken by eitherelther party willivill bebp
sufficiently referred to in the opin-
ion of the court

F 11 smith J and
Z knowin support of the challenge
cited the records of thisfhis court nnaanaand
of thefhe supreme courtcouri f thothe
epryoryorspry also the laws of utah p 69
secseg 2 etc lawslalys pfaf 1870 p 121261

1 peters
C wtH hempstead J Sspratt and

wmwin haydon in opposition cited
2 graham waterman bonnowon newnow
trials igo laws of utah
p 68 secsee 4 1 GreenGivenleafleafonoil EevV


