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INDIAN TERRITORY MISSION

FROM ST JOHN kansas to manard
april 1896

just listen to us for a few moments
dear brother we want to whisper
gently to you of some sunny hours and
balmy days among our many friends
our happy home of late has been the
cosyesy little city of st john it isis strictly
prohibition and we sing the temper-
ancer praises so free from the wine
bibber so exempt from the youth who
carries an air of fallen humanity and
pretended manhood with him cigar
ette smoking and there
are a rarity and theft almost unknown

over one month ago elder john J
gallacher and I1 left tearing ourselves
away from friends and neighbors for
the purpose of opening new fields in
the strip and desemina ting gospel
among worthy souls at pratt center
weve said farewell to our pinafore friends
ltit was on the sabbath april irth as
strangers in a strange land mid smiles
and tears we bid them all good bye
and as the rain had fallen in tarrantstorrants
during the night our parting was truly
sad for the wind kept up a continual
moan while black and threatening
clouds passed over head frequently
darkening the sun and whispering inin
their wayward course the heavens
are telling the glory of god does the
skeptic ssay thete black cloud does not

k bespeak bodgodsa glory it may be but
remember that inspiring truth every
cloud has a silver lining this is true
in temporal affairs it is doubly so in
spiritual at times one seems gloomy
and sad he contemplates the future
evil creeps upon him he stoops to
sinsia and with the setting sun he lays hisbis
weary head upon his pillow for repose
but no rest is given him the day time
is dark to him and night time black
and sullen for his head is bowed neath
the load of evil doing the morn
comes day breaks upon him and his
moral senses are aroused to the tactfact that

ff his dreams have depicted real life
temperance ensues and a providential
hand reaches alterafter that soul rescue is
assured and he awakes once more to
find the darkness dispelled and our
father guiding his gospel ship aright
while men bow in submission to his ex-
alted awer

in the mission field we find things
much the same we see the dark side
we dream of impossibilities apparently
we look in vain fur the sunlight once so
bright so pure so beautiful yet there is
glimmer of hope within the heart and
faithfulness to the truth developeddevelopes it
until again the rays from heaven burst
upon us m re brightly the clouds roll
back as a scroll and security reigns
supreme

our journey through southern kansas
and Northnorthern will be long
remembered by us it was on monday
the eth when deeds tailedfailed to hold land
in kansasisas at times the sun was
scorching ly hot at other moments
sand was flying with terrific force
pushed by a tearfulfearful gale our work
demanded so we passed onward in
perfect earnestness covered eighteen
miles and rested for the night adelmat elm

creek mills day after day we con-
tinued our journey alternately riding on
stage and walking until we had left far
behind us the clamor of the railway
train being entirely lost to the hum of
busy life

medicine lodge in southern kansas
has a population otof 2000 it derives
its name I1 am told from the medicine
river which early indians held in favor
for its healing properties and the sick
were lodged there for treatment we
next pass into alva here they claim

i 2500 population located in the strip
it has one railroad but water is ex-
tremely scarce and poor south easter-
ly forty miles brings us to cleo with

population it is remote from rail-
road and suited especially for country
trading enid is a fine little city claim-

sing fear it is over estimated
we here saw the jail where the notor-
ious yeager died from the effects of a
gun shot wound some months since
liehe was a terror to oklahomansOkla homans hen
bessey in old 0 T 11 came next
where we visited saints and friends
marshall received us splendidly elders
newman and evensen extendingexten cling the
hand to us as we did to them in true
friendship for we now felt that we
were in the house of our friends

our conference at seven C flat was
called for the and
oklahoma and chickasaw met con-
jointly twelve elders were present as
follows oklahoma six chickasaw
four kansas two at fridays meetings
the attendance was small at saturdaysSasaturno
larger at sundays full we heldhel F six
meetings and the usual subjects of the
gospel were treated upon nothing ofif
unusual character occurred all had a
good time together and have again
gontgone to their respective localities for
service elder gallacher was appoint-
ed to labor at little river 0 T elder
william E newma and I1 are now
visiting the indian territory mission
conference we hell one at monard
tuesday last of which you may hearbear
from in detail later we hold two more
this week in the cherokee nation alterafter
which we go to piggott arkansas to
hold conference and from there we
anticipate visiting adamandi ahman
thence to take a thorough meeting hold-
ing tour through eastern kansas home
to st john we leave manard this
morning for illinois station all are
feeling well in their callcallingsays
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SOUTH ALABAMA conference
JACKSON clarke county ala

april 1896
we desire to submit to your columns

the followinglowinglol account of the condition oiof
the south alabama conference in the
southern states mission since the ad
vent otof 1896 there has been added to
our force ane follofollowing named elders
during the month ofof january E L
terry and george E jarvis in febra
ary ezra E neeley and james P jen-
sen in the first part olof april joseph

and W H redd in the latter
part of april david christeusenchristensen and
joseph johnson elder edward new-
ton was favored on march with an
honhonorablegrable discharge having made a

sojourn otof about twenty seven months
elder A F allenalien is now also granted a
permit torfor his homeward journey on the
same conditions elder isaac A por-
ter is released on account of ill health

A few important changes have deenbeen
made in the addresses of elders and the
following distribution is now in effect
president joseph S geddes and J F
wakefield jr visiting the various el-
ders headquarters at la pine crenshaw
ala D H thomas and ezra E neeley
visiting saints and friends in closed
counties P 0 at brewton escambia
county ala ira call and C H ally
the city of montgomery aaron hardy
and george E jarvis the city of mobile
artimus millet and james P jensen
lourdsbounds county P 0 at coleman cren-
shaw county J C jensen and david
christensen clarke counte P 0 at
jackson heber ricks and E L terry
choctaw county P 0 at lusk william
E jenkins and joseph
autauga county P 0 at independence
joseph S porter and charles A varley
washington county P 0 at carson
george A reid and joseph johnson
wilcox county P 0 at camden lewis
E barney waiting for new companion to
laora or in pike county P 0 at present at
bradleytonBrad leyton crenshaw county

threre are five sunday schools now
organized all of which are doing good
work the most energetic men have
been selected for superintendents and
the members are taking a lively interest

in visiting the elders in their respec-
tive fields we find them enjoying their
labors and making favorable impressions
among the people in many instances
they are able to make friends of the
most prominent citizens as well as the
business and professional men of their
count eeea

until recently it has been difficult to
obtain public buildings in which to
preach but in some districts this obsta-
cle is being removed by the persistent
efforts otof the eiders aided by the spirit
olof god it iii still almost e to
get the use of churches but whenever
the doors are closed against us we know
that there is plenty of room outside and
we frequently hold open air sessionssessions
As soon as we use a church once or
speak at all in a neighborhood satan
generally gets the preachers to work
throwing rubbish into the strait and
narrow path to blockade the progress
of truth the following will serve as
an illustration of his method of warfare
elders ira call and george A reid
were laboring in wilcox county and
held a meeting in the goose creek
neighborhood where they made some
good friends who began to seriously in
vestigite the doctrine in a short time
the miministersniters came and stirred up the
people to such an extent that the clerk
otof the church one of our best friends
resigned hisbis position and other mem-
bers declared their intention never to go
to hear their preacher again shortly
after this we went there visiting andan
holding meetings with the elders we
we were kindly received by our friends
and a meeting was appointed before
the hour arrived we were informed that
a club had been organized to do us vio-
lence if we did not leave at once talk
of powder and shot was profusely in
bulged in but as we paid no attention to
it the meeting went on unmolested
we knew that the purpose of the organi-
zation was to frighten us out and cause
our fiends to forsake us the plan wasas


