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FROM FAR OFF SAMOA

HARBOR samoa jan
supposing that a few words

from this part of the lordlordsis vineyard
located iuin the midst of the pacific
ocean would be of interest to the
readers of the NEWS especially to ouroar
friends and relatives at home we sub-
mit the following

the above named harbor is one of
the finest in the world being a contin-
ual haven of peace regardless of the
fierce storms that may be raging with-
out it is here that the man of war
aandnd1l various schoonersners that float in
thesetheise waters hasten for safety in times
of storm had the ill fated germanaerman
and american war vessels that went
to the bottom in the terrible hurricane
that raged here a few years ago been
in this harbor they would have
sufferedbuffered no losslose whatever

we are now enjoy lutrlugt or rather en-
during the hot season in samoa while
you are no doubt listening to the
jingle of sleigh bellsbelle there there tola
very little difference here however
between summereummer and winter except
that in summer we have more rain
as the moisture pourspoura down in streams
almost daily

the lord lain ever mindful of his
people in this part of hishia domain and
even the evil one hasbaa by no means for
gotten us for he has induced some of
the chiefs of the island to forbid us
holding meetings in their villavillagegm and
even threatened with banishment some
of those who have embraced the truth
one notable incident otof this kind took
place at seetagaSeetaga a village on the westwent
end of this island upon the death of
a chief belonging to our church
the remaining chiefs met in coun-
cil and decided that no latter
day saint should hold meet-
ings in that placeolace hereafter and that
the one member remaining should
leave their district or the church
being possessed of little faith hebe chose
the latter declaring belbe could not en
dure the former belderelder Van Colt who
was laboring in the district at the time
left with ane same feeling turningburning
within him that paul expressed when
he turned unto the uen tiles acte
avill 6

this extra effort of the evil one has
been turned lorfor good in that it has ex-
cited the honest in heart to investigate
the principles of the gospel since
then they come almost daily to our
quarters to converse with us upon our
doctrinesdoctrine and we have recently had
the privilege of leading into the waters
of baptism teotelo and asuega two of the
principal chiefs of PagoFago pago and
goga oneon e of the principal talking memenn
these two events have excited me ad-
versary in this village and some have
threatened to drive the elders out olof
the district but half of those in au-
thority are in sympathy wita our
cause and we feeleel quite secure

we have endeavored to explain to
our people in these partspans thatthai this op-
pression tois a characteristic feature of
the true church of christ and should
there be no no scoffs and
scorns etc we should certainly think

that something was wrone and should
fear that we were not living as we
ought for he that liveth a godly life in
christ jesus shall suffer persecution

at present writing elder harding is
laboring on aunuuainuu it was here that
our elders first landed the gospel
spreading from this point to all the
main islands of the group elders

and bartan are laboring at
fafata on the east end oforthisthis island

the lord tois continually blessing us
with the spirit of ouiour miemit aandad giv-
ing lie joy in our labors if it were not
so it would be a most difficult tasktaek for
astous to become accustomed to
liev food etc

ever praying for the spread of truth
aud the welfare of we are yours
respectfully

BR E dimondDiMONDandand
0 BARRUSBARBUS

HENRY W BIGLER

ST utah
march 1894

I1 read with interest brother Z
cheneyaChe brief of hishie life as
published in the semiweeklysemi weekly of the
second instant when it occurred to me
to write a shortabort account of my own
day and time and perhaps you would
give it a place in your valuable paper
mybly father s name was jacob he was
the son of jacob and hannah bigler
both were pennsylvania dutch my
mothers maiden name was elizabeth
harvey she was of english parparentage
I1 was born on the of august 18161815
near the village otof Shin notion harrison
county nownew virginia as it was then
called now westwent virginia the county
was new anuand as it were whowas born and
brought up in the woods game
abounded and at proper seasons of the
year my fathers table was supplied
with fat venison turkey and wild
honey I1 growgrew fond of a gun and
when about 16 or 17 was made the
owner of a rifle and like young boone
spent much of my time in hunting
when I1 should have been in school
my parents were poor but honest anuana
religiously inclined

schools in those days were poorly
provided for there were no black-
boards and nice benches with backsbacke
and to learn to spell read writewrits and to
cipher as larfar as the rule of three was a
finished education I1 do not remem-
ber that grammar and geography were
ever taught in auy of the schools to
which my father sent me

in 1836 two mormon elders came
into the neighborhood and commenced
preaching anoand baptizing soonboon after
wardsward others came among the latter
our esteemed brother the late george
A smith then a moremere youth I1 well
remember the first time I1 heard him
preach it was in Shinn sion chehadhe had
a good congregation he read the
third chapter of the second epistle olof
peter and dwelt largely on the first

verses in a little while a large
branch was built up and if I1 remem-
ber right it was called the jones run
branch and was presided over by
elder john lyons

my fathers family joinedcoined the
church together with many of the

relatives and neighborsneighbor I1 waswaa re
ported that I1 was baptized toin a honeborn
track filled with water this waswag be-
cause I1 was smallemail of my age and
somebody wanted to sayDRY something
funny in the fall of 18381888 raymy father
together with others of the branch
amovmoveded uupp to far west missourimissedri wwhereherethey arrived in time to be driven out of
the state in common with the whole
church I1 had gone up in advance
early in the spring of that year I1 waswaa
at dishmanDlabman in davies county in

i company with the prophet and others
and visited adamasadama altar joseph satgat
on his horse and told things about it
which I1 am sorry to say have left me
that same afternoon we went to lyiyay
man dwight s he lived in a lotttie un
homed log cabin neardear the banks of
grand river there I1 heard david
patten tell a vision he had he suldsaid
he saw gaincain standing in a tent door
and iehe was black as the aueace of spadesspade

I1 was at glabman when an army
came there they were in camp therejorfor several days the officers giving
passes or permits to the saints to leave
the state they gave me a paper to
leave withoutwithoft being molested I1 wish
I1 had been smart and taken care of it
to thisthin day the soldiers took delight
in shooting chickens belonging to our
people by early spring nearly all the
saints had left the state and had fled
to illinois wherehere they were kindly
received HENRY W

UP IN RICH COUNTY

GARDEN CITY rich co utah
march As this partpark orof the
country is very seldom heardbeard from
through the columns of the NEWS a
few items from here may be read withinterest by some of the readers of your
valuable journal

the measles have broken out in our
little burg and seem to be raging to
quite an alarming extent children of
half of the families in town are down
with this dipdiseaseeases and it looks as ifevery child who has not already had
them would gotget them before they
leave us one case has already
changed into a pretty severe case orof
pneumonia which now exists in the
family of chaunceyChaunoey L dustin payday
school has been discontinued for the
present and perhaps our sabbath gath-erings may have to be stopped for a
season we hope however that ththe
disease will soon leave our peaceful
burxburg which this winter has been en-
tirely free from sicsicknessknets

A male visitor republican in poll
i UMbics came to town on wednesday lastad
and immediately proceeded to partake
lotof the hospitality of our esteemed
townsman james hansonhansen and as the
visitor seems staentirely satisfied with his
accommodations has concluded to re
main antil called away Motmotherberandand
chillichild doing well and father happy

A reward of 2625 will be given to any
man woman or chillichild who can suosue
cesecess fully predict the exact ushering in
of spring here in this valley we
usually have nine months hard win
teriter and the balance three mouthsmonths
i pretty cold weather this season caps
anything that has been seen for many

I1 a year back in the quantity of snow
i that adorns our streets inn many
places one can walk right over the
tops of fences of ordinary heights
thetae bear lake is still frozen over


