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that ground. Oi the quartette named
above and the confederates, one
waa shot and killed by Deputy Bherif!
¢}. P. Rockwell a few days later, on
January 16th, 1862, al Faust’s station,
Tooela vounty, while attempting to
escape {rom Lbe officers. Soon after-
wards two others, shared a similar fute
in ap encvubter with the Balt Lake
police on Becond Boutb street, near
where the Walker Opera House block
now stands. The desperadosvs who were
killed had long ‘beeu & terror to the
community apd genernl relif was
felt afrer their dead bodies were )ajd
away in the clty cemetery.
HENRY HEATH'S STOAY.

Cloncerbing the-e ttagedies »nd the
relationship they bear t) Baptisie’s
ghoulishh work Henry Heath, an old
and well known Sailt Laker tells u
NEws reporter: “l was a member of
the Salt Lake police force in 1862,
Baptiste was & Frencbman and came
here [tom Austialia Boiie yenrm befure
and was employed ag a grave digger by
Col. J. C. Litue who was then eity
gexron and who now lives at Morgan
city, Utab. ‘Rone’ Clawson, oune of
th e mer sbove refsrred to, was burled
at the expense of the county, L puar-
chased bis clotbes myself and though
he was & very bad mau I wauted to aee
him Iaid away as nicely as possible.
This I did aud I doo’t belicve any

auper ever bhad better or clvaner burial
clothing than be.

ss8oon afler I went south on official
business and on my way home stopped
over at Willow Creek, now koown as
Draper, Bait Lake county, where I
Jenrned from George Clawson, a
brother of the deceassd, who bad had
the latter’s temains exhumed and re-
moved to Willow Creek, that on
opening the gravethe body was entire-
Iy oaked. (feorge Clawson wae in-
digzoant over the ghastly discovery
and believed that his brother had been
buried in that condition, Of course
having purchased the interment
elothes myeelf I kuew better, but it
was not 8D easy matter to prove that
fact off-hand &e the circuw aiances were
rather #galost ruch 8  conclusion.
Well, a8 8 matter of course, the aflair
caused & good dexl of talk, und I Jeter-
miped to gift the whols thing to the
boiiom, 28 did Judue Elias Bmitb,
who wae probate judge of this county
at that time. The asuthorities geue-
rally were anxious to bave the matter
investigated anu Very little time was
loat.

ssMyself and three or four other men
went Orst to Sexton Little’s residence
and inquired of bimas to bis opinion of
how Claweon’a body was divested of
ils clothing, but be was as comyletely
in the dark as ourselves, and was quite
a8 durnbfouuded at ourassertions. From
there we proceeded to the gravedigger’s
house, which was pltuated on Thlrd
street, soniewhere between P and R
gtreete. Bapliste was not al home,
though bis wife was. We entered the
house and eugaged iu conversation
with Mre. Baptiste, who was & very
gimple-minded wWowun, 1 ol thinkiug
that light would be thrown on tbe ob-
iect of ourinvestigasion so eooa, Glane-
ing about the room we obperved pu-
merous boxes of clothing, which we
hed the curloeity to examine, Judge,
if you can, of our boXror anua sulprive,
when we discovered that this clotb-
ing was tbe {uneral robee of people who

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

bad been buried in the cify cemelery
for several years past. A borrible
tbought entered my mind, n terriGie
feeling took possession of me. When I
t«ll you that I bad a sbort time pre-
vipusly burled an ldollzed daugbter,
and when I feared that her grave, too,
had been desecrated and that her
funeral sbroud was among the motley,
sickening heap of tiegb-soiled linen
we found in the grave digger’s hut,
perbaps you can partly comprebend it.
{DISCOVERY AND CONFESBION-

i'nere were Wwiln me three four
friends aud {ogether we proceveded to
the cumelery where Baptiste was at
wurk, lp my bieast rankled the un-
conquerable rletermination 1o kill bim
there and then sbould my euspi¢ions
be coufirmed. I at once charged him
with robbing the dead and be tell upon
hir knees cailing God to witness that
he was innocent. The evidence was
t.o strong and I choked the wrelch
iuto & confession whop bhe beggred tor
bie lifs a8 8 buman belng never plead
before. I dragged bBim tu a grave neur
my daughler’s snd poiuting t) it in-
quired: ‘Did you rob tbat grave?’
His repiy was *Yes,” Thoen directing
hie atténtion tu the mouwud of esfih
which covered my chlls’s remnins I
repealed the quettion with bated
breath and with tbe firm resolve to
kill him should be answer in the uf-
firmative. ‘No, no, nut that one; not
that one.? That awewer saveu the
migerable coward’s lito.

**he news of our discovery and
Baptiste’s coatessiou spread like wiid-
flie any it was with ditlicuity thut we
got him to the county jail in satety.
I'he citizens were s0 enraged that
it seemed probable they would bave
lynched him outright, When he was
placed bebiad the bars out. of harm?’s
way he wae very projuese in bis thanks
for the service we had rendered bim
in saving his life.

THE CARPENTER KILLING.

“Aboul the time of Baptlstv’s caj.-
ture he wae detected wearing & broad- |
ctoth FPrince Alvert suit in which a |
saloonkeeper numed Carpsnter hau
peen burfed some thme betyre. Oar-
penter al tbal time waw keeplug a
wiloon and sboe shop a lHttle south ot
the Clock corner ou East Temple
Bireet. One pight bis plaee of business
wuB robhed aud he accured an em-
ploye named Fercusou of koowing
more about the affair than he would
tell. The latterresented the accusatiou
by instantly drawing hia revelver and
shooting Carpenter dead,

*I belped tv take care of Baptiste
during the three weeks’ time be was
confiped in the couuly jail. Steel por
iron shackles were never put ou his
limbs sid there ia absolutely no trutik
in tbhe statement that he was turneu

joose on the island with 8 ball
asnd ¢bain un. I sball never torget the
agonizing scenes of griel-stricken

parente,eepecialiy mothers—weil,sisters
too, for the ‘matter of tbut, as Lhey
came Into the blg hall way 1o the
county court house through which ex-
ten Jed a broad tahis ity feet in length,
covered with several bupdred funera)
suile, frum toat whicn bad encased the
Jifoless torm of a tiny infant to that
which bad been wrapped about the
body of some aByged man o wyman.
Yes, it was a sorrow ful spectacie 1o see
a motber ldeutlly and wewp over

an article of clothing which belonged

to a darling obild long aince dead, ora
bushand or wife recognize Lhe {uneral
apparel of the life partner who bad
precedeu them into the unseen worid.”

ALBERT DEWEY’S STORY.

¢ nlso remember that awfulday ang
inoldsnt,’” said Albert Dewey, sn
equajly well kpnow veleran Balt
Luker, who bad quietly listened to
and curroborated tbe remarks of Mr,
Heath, ‘L wili tellthe elory {rom this
on to the end of the cbapwer. I bad
just returned {rom an Indisn bunt and
I remember that public feeling wae at
s feverigh state of excltement. Thbere
was spme doubt in the minda of the
officers of the law u8 to what should
be done with all the cloiking, nod fin-
ally it was decided to bury it in one
big grave in the city cemetery, which
was done. It was a priniul task and
was keenly remembered by tbose lo
whom the work wus Rssigned,

A nother revolting feature of Bap-
tiste's yhoulish work was the praciice
be had ot usiag his victime' coffias for
kindling woud. He was the most
sipgular human being I ever Enew
in my life. He appesred to be
entirely conscleuceless. He bonrded
tbe clothes ot the dead about hle
premises ag 5 miser would his goid.
Itis not true that be sold his plun-
der to second-hand dealers as was
published in 8 murning paper. He
seldom dieposerl of any and Kept ocare-
ful watch over hie ill-gotten zains. He
bad no fear of the dead, though he
greally 1eared deatb bimself. He
would prowl aboul among the uraves
of tbedead at night and divest them
of theit apparel with no mmoere ¢cuncern
than if be were eating bisdinner. Al-
together he was & freak of buman na-
tire that I cnuld not understand.
Robbivg tbe dead was o mania with
bimand he made it 3 business, He
seemed to be 1n bis elernent when
worming about among lifeli s bodles
when the darknpess of nigbt wase
wrapped abgul him apd wben sl was
silent in the city and the cemetery.

BAPYISTE’S BANISHMENT,

Ay io what was done with him, 1
will now tell you. It meant death to
bim te turn him loose in the com-
munity—death ibat he deserved, snd
in any country would bave jrecelived.
But bie wus such a bateful object thai
the souvner mad {artber ne goL away
irom sight without belng put under
the ground himseif, the better every-
body would feel. 8o, to give him a
chance for hislife, tu save bim in re-
ality trom sn exasperated public, it
was decided to banisb him and s well-
stocked islund in the Great Salt Lake
was chosen for his future bome. He
was conveyed tbere butthere was no
bail and chain or shaskles or gyves of
any kind on his limbs, Hu was abso-
lutely untrammeled.

“Who Hret suggested tbe jdea of
banjshment?’’ asked the reporter,

] do pot remember. But [ na-
slated 1n tuking bim to the island. It
was done in this wlee: Four or five
of us were permitted to place bim fo a
wagon and take bim from the connty
jail on the promise that we would
woulsd not kill bim and tbat we would
allow bim to sbift {or bimsel! when
once be should be pui beyonu reach of
the community’s vengeance, To this
we agrecd, and hie sviltary abiding
place waa resched. Unlike Robineson
Crusge, be {found no good man Friday



