THE |

—

No. 15.

L

Salt Lake City, Wednesday, May 13, 1874.

ESTABLISHED 1850.
THE DESERET NEWS, WEEKLY.

L‘lneu , One {ir. lﬂ nd?ﬁnm, t; %
i thm ki (1 Li l m

THE DESERET NEWS: SEMI- WEEKLY.

T e vy sivense)
“ three i 1 1920

THE n:snnﬂ EVENING NEWS.

One eopy, one year, in advance, $10 00
16 % moxthe, S8 et g 60
“ three 250

DAYI"* ©O. CALDER,
EDITOR ANXD PUBLISHEX.

N —————

¥ OUR SUBSCRIBERS in the country
can at any time ascertain the date on which.
thelr subscription expires by referring to
the uumbers attached to their name on
their paper, namely, 1-8-4 means first day,
sixth month, fourth year, or 1st June, 1874,
15 1!4 means Iith Docember, 1874, &co.

Those names having no numbers close
with the end of the volume.

Subscribers understaxding this will be
able 10 renew their subscriptions prior te
the time of expiration, se that their papers
may continue without interruptioen.
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FORTY-FOURTH
ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
T Adjourned Forty-fourth An-
nual Conference of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
convened this morning in the New
Tabernacle, at 10 o’clock, on this
the 7th day of May, 1874.

The congregation, for a first

meoting, was very large. Oa the
stund were—

Of the Firs! Presidency.

Brigham Young, President; Geo.
A. Smith, Daniel H. Wells, 'Lioren-
zo Snow, Brigham Young, Jr., Al-

bertCarrington and JohnW.Young, |

Counsellors.
- Of the Twelve Apos!les,

Orson Pratt, Sen., John Taylor,
Wilford Woodruff, C. C. Rich, Lo-
renzo Snow, Erastus Snow, Frank-
lin D. Richards, Brigham Young,
Jr., Albert Carrington.

Patriarch—John Smith.

Of the first Seven Presiden’s of
Seventies.

Joseph Young, Albert P. Rock-
woaed, Levi P. Hancock and Hor-
ace S. Eldredge. :

Of the Presidency of the High
Priests’ Quorum.

Elias Smith, Edward Snelgrove
and Elias Morris.

Of the Presidency of this Stake of
| - Zion,

John W. Young, George
lace, and Johu T. Caine.

OF the Presidency of the Bishoprie,

Edward Hunter, [Leonard W.
Hardy and Jesse C. Little.

There were also numbers of lead-
ing Elders from various parts of
this Territory, and from I[daho.

Conference was called to order by
PRESIDENT BRIGIIAM YoOUNG.

The choir sang:

My God, tho spring of all my joys,
The Hife of my dehghts.

Opening prayer by FCLDER JOuN
TAYLOR.

Praise ye the Lord, ‘tis good to raise
Your hearts and volces in his pralse;

was sung by the choir.
PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG

requested that the brethren who
would speak during Conference
should express their views regard-
ing the systen of co:operation eall-
ed the United Order. In asbort
diascourse he described the benefits
that would accrue tse a community
that would combkine their interests.
He spoke of objections that were
ra nst the Latter-day Saints
joining ther, but said notwith-
standing the o les that some
might place in their way to prevent
the establishment and progress of a
United Order of Brotherhood, the
Saints intended to gote work and

|

‘|appeared, been

Lles of true domestie and

‘should s

SR

TRUTH AND LIBERTY.

KI' NEWS.

spread, foster and increase peace,
happiness and prosperity among
themselves, and extend those ele-
ments as far as their influence

| could be elt, until the whole earth
| was subdued, and harmony,

ace
and plenty prevailed everywhere.

President Young then gave some
valuable instructions on the princi-
political
economy, and he concluded by ex-
pressing a desire for the Elders who
peak to give their views on

both sides of the question of co-op-
eration.

PRESIDENT GEO. A. SMITH

prefaced an address to the con
gation by reading that portien of
Malachi in whieh the Lord says
that, in the latter days, he would
send KElijah the prephet, to turn
the ““hearts of the children to the
fathers, and the heartsof the fathers
to the children.” He then related
some circumstances connected with
the early history of the Chureh.
The Lord endeavored to establish
the order of Zion then, but while
some considered it a priyilege to
consecrate their property to the
Lord, others were covetous, and
thought abeut looking after their
own interestsin preference to those
of the work of God. Because of
the prevalence of the latter feel-
ing, it was probable that the Lord
permitted the enemies of the
Saints to drive them. Many had
looked forward with grateful
anticipations to the time when
they would go back toJackson Co.,
Missouri, and a desire to live to see
that time had been
years had d «ince then, and
several times since attempts had
been made to establish a United
Order, but the Saints had not, it
prepared for the
inauguration of its Jawe. Siunce the
earliest settlement of this Territory
the leading men of the church had
endeavored to impress the minds of
the people with the mnecessity of
being, as much &s possible, self-

been some progress in th&t direc-
tion, it had been far from what it
ought to bave been, and yet we
anticipated that Babylon would
fall, and our outside sources of sup-

B. Wal- |

grand work that the Lord pu

ply be therefore untimately cut off.
When we, as a community, were
sustained h{‘ home productions, we
were not subject to the inconven-
iences produced lﬁy the financial
panics and trade fluctuations con-
linually occurring in the world.
The design of the United Order
was Lo use and direct all the skill,
ingennity and energy in the com-
munity for the benefit of the whole.
Latter-day Saints surely could not
enjoy so much of the faver of the
Almighty when scheming ana
Elnuning each to take advantage of
is neighbor, as they could did each
esteem the other as himself or her-
self. Again, the Saints could not
prepare for the coming of the Sa-
vior but by becoming one.
The speaker exhorted all to seek
for the testimony of the same Spirit
that communicated to their minds
that God had spoken from the
heavens, which would show them
that the present movement was
but another progressive step of the
i?msed
to aceomplish.
most interesting discourse by bear-
ing testimony to the truth of the
work of the Lord.

ELDER JOIIN TAYLOR

addressed the Conference on the
same subject treated upon by Presi-
dent Smith. The principles em-
bodied iu the ideas now being ad-
vanced tothe Latter-day Saints,

| were not particularly new, yet that

they should be objected to by those
who are opposed to the work of God
was not to be wondered at. The
Latter-day: Saints could not con-
form, however, to the ideas of other
ple and give up their religion.
hey had been asked to do this in
Missouri, but they did not comply,
and they were driven from tgelr
homes. The Saints united together
then and helped each other to leave
that part of the country. The same
had been done in other places, un-
til the people came here, that. they
might enjoy that fr&ed’um of con-
science which was denied them by

 the so-called Christians who had

driven and persecuted them,

The Saijuts were generally ready

genéral. Forty |
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to respond to calls to advance the
cause of God, and there were sym-
pathies existing in their hearts
towards each other. Prayers had
been offered up that the time might
come that the order of Zion might
be established,that Jackson County
might be bLuilt up, yet when the
thing came along the Saints ap-
red to be struck with surprise.
here was nothing new in a peo-
ple being self-sustaining, and or-
ganizing in a common bond of
union. Certain articles were re-
quired for sustenance, and it was
only a question as to whether we
shall make those things ourselves

gre- or employ others to do this labor

or us.

The wool and hides raised in the
Territery should be kept here and
worked up into articles which were
required for wear The speaker men-
tioned a large number ot branches of
industry that might be in opera-
tion. It was time the people stop-

d purchasing goods and learned

ow to make them. There was
only one ; side to the question
at isaue, and thgt was in favor of
union, peaceand prosperity.

Elder Taylor then al.ludjt;d to the

rogress of co-operation at Brigham

ity, where there were a woollen
factory, tannery,harness shop, boot
and shoe shop, hat factory, dairy
and other branches, all on the co-
operative i]an, and deseribed the
benefits which had already flowed
o the people there from the adop-
tion anG practice of co-operative
principles.

Adjourned till 2 p. m,

The choir sang:

Jerusalem, my glorious home.

Benediction by ELDER ORSON
PRATT.
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FIRST DAY.
AFTERNOON,

What wondrous things we now bohold,
By prophets seen in days of old,

|

He concluded al

supporting, and although there had | was sumryg by the choir.

Prayer was offered by ELDER
WILFORD WOODRUFF.
The choir sang—

Great God, attend while Zion sings
The joy that from thy presence springs.

ELDER ORSON PRATT

addressed the Conference on the
United Order. He gave a brief his-
tory of this Order as it had existed
in different ages of the world. In
the fall of 1830 Joseph Smith trans-
lated the fore part of the book of
Genesis. In it was a revelation
given by God to Enoch,the seventh
from Adam. IEnoch was com-
manded to preach to the inhabit-
ants of the earth the gospel of
Christ. He obeyed the command,
and built up branches of the
church in various parts. Eventual-
ly the ?eup!u who obeyed the
warning he gave gathered together
as the Latter-day Saints had done,
and they built up a Eit.y; and the
Lord called his people Zion,
cause they were of one heart and
of one mind, and had no poor
among them. After Enoch had
fulfilled his mission of preaching
to and gathering the people he eon-
tinued preaching for three huundred
and sixty-five years, at the end of
which time they were prepared to
leave this earth. That le, be-
fore their tramslation, ﬁof reat
power, by the exercise of which
their enemies, who sought to des-
troy them,were defeated. The Lord

| made known to them thateventual-

ly the earth, in answer to their
prayers, would be freed from wieck-
edness, but that that time had not
yet come; that they would be taken
to another sphere, until the latter
times,when they would again ¢come
to earth.

The speaker then traced the his-
tory of the people of God in every
Jdispensation, from the time of the
floed until the latter times, and
showed the different extents to
which a united order of things had

been practiced or rejected in differ- J

ent ages, Thedisciples in the days
of Jesus aud the ancient apostles,
sold their possessions and laid the
proceeds at the feet of the Apostles,
which would not have been neces-
sary had the Jews been willing to
accede to the laws of an organiza-
tion involving a union of property.

He next dwelt upon the visit of

|
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Jesus to the Nephites on this ¢on-
tinent, the establishment of his
Churcil, the organization cof a
universal united order amongst
them, the blessings and prosperity
that were poured out upon them
when there were no poor among
them. Subsequently they began to
withdraw from that glorious order
of things, the fostering hand of God
was consequently withdrawn from
them, distinctions of classes sprang

up, there being rich and poor.
The people divided under the
names of Lamanites and Nephites,

and they warred with each other
unti! the Nephites were all destroy-
ed trom the earth. i
In 1830 God gave a command-
ment to Joseph to organize the
Chureh of Christ,which wasdoneon
the 6th day of April of the same
year. In1831a Conference was held
at the house where the church was
organized. During the summer of
1831 the Lord revealed through the
Prophet Joseph that the ceptre
stake of Zion should be in Jackson
County, Missouri, and indicated
the spot where the Temple should
be built. It was also revealed'that
those who should gather up there
should consecrate all their pro-

perty. :
w’é had heard of the difficulties
that had been in the way of the
establishment of the United Order,
in the covetousness of the people.
The Lord gave a revelation that
the names of those who would re-

ject the law of consecration would

be blotted out from the books, and
also that if the c¢hildren of Zion
would not comply with his law
they should be driven out of the
land, that they should be persecut-
ed, and the land would not be a
Zion to them, and but few should
stand to reeei?a their inheritances
in it; and how strikingly had these
things been fulfilled, It wasprom-
ised, however, that inasmuch as
this ple would repent they
should return to Jackson County
and build up Zion; but few, how-
ever,of those who were driven.from
Jackson County would be left re-
maining to participate in ' that
work.

Elder Pratt then read some reve-
lations contained in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, relating
to the establishment of ti;\a United
Order of Zion, and related and ex-
plained the circumstances connect-
ed with eflorts of the Lord, tbrough
Joseph Smith, to inaugurate it in
the early history of the church,
showing that the people were too
full of covetousness to fully receive
and practice it. . . e

Those who entered into this
Order now should remember that it
is a most holy and sacred covenant,
which eould not be lightly treated
with impunity.

At the request of Fresident
Brigham - Young, Elder DAVID
MOKENZIE read to the Conference
the preamble and articles of agree-
ment adopted by the United Order
of 8St. George, which explained the
reasons and causes leading to the
organization of the Order, and also
indicated its character by ' the
nature of the conditions imposed in
the agreement.

Fourteen rules were adopted lgly
the Order of St. George, for guid-
ance in the daily walk and conver-
gation of the members, which
would create a most desirable con-
dition of things, whenever prac-
ticed in fulness.

PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG

said— |
You can readily perceive that the
United Order will be conduected
strictly upon buriness prineiples, as
much so as the business of any mer-
cantile firm or bank in the courtry.
No business will be attendeu to
more strictly and correctly than
our business in this Order, so that
we can give an account to those
who may have the right toask it
at'any time. We shall not ask the
people, at present, how they like
the rules and regulations that haye
ust been read; but before we get
‘through with the Conference we
expect to organize the centre staké
of Zion in these mountains. Then
we shall ask you how you like these
rules, and shall perhaps have them
read to you again. 1n the mean-
time study the matter over tho-
roughly, so that you can compre-
hend the objects and designs of

-

|

VYol. XXI¥NI., .

Eas ——

e -

=

the Order and what it will do
for the people. T can tell you now,
what it will do for you. It will mot
make any person any worse off in
temrporal matters, but it will place
thousands and ‘hundreds of thou-
sands in a condition in which they
will be as comfortable and as happy
as they can desire. - And when the
question is asked—*“Whose is this?”’
—the earnings and savings of this
community, organized te sustain
and promete the kingdom of God
on the earth, the answer will be—
“It is ours, and we are the Lord’s,
and all that we have belongs to
him. He 'has placed this in our
possession for our improvement and
and to see what we will do with jt,
and whether we will devoze our-
selves, our time, talents and means
for the salyation of the human
family.” - |

It is time for us to close, and we
shall adjourn until ‘to-morrow
morning at 10 o’clock.

The choir will singan anthem.

Adjourned till Friday morning
at ten o’cloek. :

The choir sang—

0, be joyful in the Lord.

Benediction by ELDER LORENZO
SNOwW, W QB

SECOND DAY,

FRIDAY MORNING, MAY Sth,
The choir sang:

An angel from on high,
The long, long silence broke.

Prayer by ELDER ALBERT CAR-
RINGTON.
Singing by the ehoir of

Sweet is the work, my God, my King,
To praise thy name, give thanks,and sing,

- ELDER WILFORD WOODRUFF

said he would not make a very able
advocate against the establishment
of the United Order of Zion. He
had thought on the subject, and
could come to no other conclusions
than those that were favorable to it.
It might deprive us of the privi-
lege of purchasing mustard from
abroad and cause us to utilize
that which grows on our farms;
it might prevent wus having
the privilege of using brooms
made by strangers, and cause us to
make those articles ourselves.
It was time that a change took
plage among the Latter-day Saints.
. There were many advantages that
would acerue to them by uniting
together in temporal concerns. 1t
was surprising that any'money was
left in the Territory at all, under
the ruinous importing and non-
exporting policy that had been
pursued heretefore..  Aside from
financial considerations we believed
in the revelations of God. The
Latter-day Saints had not been
repared for the' Kingdom - of
eaven in the eondition in which
they had been. Itappeéared that
the day’' had - ¢come to favor and
make a change . in Zion.  The
Spirit of the 'Liord had meore
or less borne testimony to" the
congregations of the BSaints  re-
garding the correctness of the
Erincip]es of the United Order. 1t
ad been a-hard matter for us to
bring our minds to the condition
when we would be willing tohe
controlled in our affairs by the
Lord.  This was because therewas
a vail between us in ourfmertal ¢on-
dition and the. heavenly worlds.
Were it not so, we would always
be ready and willing, but these
things were measurably hid for a
wise purpose.
We had a sure hope of eternal
blessings aceording to our faith-
fulness, and surely there could
be no question as to whether the
glories and blessings of elernity
were . worth .all . the ‘earlhly
possessions = we_ - might - hawve.
1t was somewhat different with-us
in commencing thisOrder to whial it
was with the Nephites, hecause we
began it before the wicked, )Etrrta
destroyed, while thaey did alter Bhat
bad been done. Yo organized Lhat
we migh

]

t be prepared for (he judga-
ments of God, which woul destioy
the ynrighteous, The speaker felt
that it was the duty of the Saiuts,
as a people whe were anticipaling
the coming of the Savior, and the
establishment, purification and re-

(Continued on, Page 232.




