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TR PRESIDENTS HESSAGE.

7o the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives of the United States of|

America:

An appalling calamity has befallen
the American people since their
chosen representatives last met in
the halls where you are now assem-
bled. We might else recall with un-
alloyed content the marked prosper-
ity with which,throughout the year,
the nation has been blessed. Iis
harvests have been plenteous, fs
varied industries have thriven, the
health of its people have been pr -
served and it has maintained with
foreign governmen ts the undisturbed
relations of amity and ce. For
these manifestations of His favor we
owe to Him who holds our destiny
in His .hands the t:ibute of our
grateful devotion. To that myste-
rious exercise of will which has ta-
ken from us the loved and illus-
trious citizen who was but lately at
the head of the nation we bow in
gorrow and submission. The mem-
ory of his exalted character, of his
noble achievement and of his patri-
otic life, will be treasured for ever
as a sacred possession of the whole

ople. The announcement of his

eath drew from foreign govern-
ments and peoples tributes of sym-
pathy ana sorrow which history
wili record as a signal token of the
friendship of nations and the fede-
ration of mankind. The feeling of)
goodwill between our own govern-
ment and that of Great Britain was

never more marked than aj present. | P

In recognition of this pleasing fact
1 directed, on the occasion of the
late centennial celebration at Y ork-
town, that a salute be given to the
British flag.

FOREIGN RELATIONS.

Save to the correspondence to
which I gliall hereafter refer, in re-
lation to the proposed canal across
the Isthmus of Panama, little has
occurred worth mention in our dip-
lomatic relations with other coun-
tries. Harly in the year the Fortune
Bay claims were satisfactorily settled
by the British government pay-
ing in the sum of £15,000,
most of which has already been
distributed as by the terms of the
settlement, including compensation
for injuries -sullered by our fisher-
men at Ospee Bay. There has been
retained from the gross award a sum
which is deemed adequate for these
claims, -

The participation of Americans
in the Exhibitions at Melbourne
and Sydney will be aporovingly
mentioned in the reports of the
exhibitors soon to be pre
gented to Congress; they will dis-
close the readiness of our countiry-
men to make successful competition
and enter new fields of enterprise.
Negotiations for an International
Copyright Convention are in hope-
ful progress. The surrender of Sit-
ting Bull and his force upon the
Canadian frontier has allayed all
apprehensions, although bodies of
hostile Indians still eross the border
in quest of sustenance. Upon this
ﬂﬂbﬂﬂﬁtﬂﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂpﬁﬂdﬁuﬂﬂ has been
opened which promises an adequalte
understanging. Our troops have
orders to avoid meanwhile all com-
munications with alien Indiarvs.

The presence at the Yorktown
celebration of representatives of the
French Republic snd descendants
of Lal'ayette and his gallant compa-
trtots who were our allies in the Re-
volution, has served to strengthen
the spirit of goodwill which has al-
ways existed between the two na-
tions. & g

You will be furnished with the
proceedings of the bi-metallic confer-
.ence held during the summer at
Paris. No accord was reached, but a
valuable interchange of views was
had and the conference. will next
year be renewed. |

At the electrical exhibition and
congress also held at Paris, this
country was creditably represented
by eminent. specialists who, in the
absenceé of an appropriation, gener-
ously lent their aid at the instance
of the State Department. While our
exhibitions in this almost distinctive.
ly American fleld of achievements
have won several! awards, I recom-
mend that Congress provide for the
repayment for the personal expen-
ditures incurred in the publie inter-
est by the honorary commissioners
and delegntes,

No new inquiries respecting the
status of our naturalized citizens in
Germany have arisen during the
year, and the grounds of complaint,
especially n Alsace and Lorraine,
have praciically ceased, through
‘the liberal action of the imperial

|
government in accepting our often

expressed views on the subject.
The application of the treaty of 1868
to the iately acquired Rhenish pro-
vinces last received, verifies our posi.
tiop, anda Insting agreement on
this point is confidently expected.
The participation of the descendants
of Baron Von Steuben in the York-
town festivities, and their subse-
quent reception by their American
kinsmen strikingly evinced the ties
of good will which unite the Ger-
man people and our own.

Spain has been friendly. An
agreement concluded in February
Jast fixes a term for the labors of the
Spanish and Ameérican claims com-
mission. The Spanish Government
has been requested to pay the late
awards of the commission, and will,
it is believed, accede to .the request
as promptly and courteously as on
former occasions. By recent lefls-
lation, onerous fines have been im-
posed upon American shipping in
Spanigh and colonial ports for slijght
irregularifies in manifests, Th:reis
one case of hardship that is special-
ly worthy of attention. The bark
Mason, bound for Japan, entered
Manilla in distresss and is there
sought to be confiscated under the
Spanish revenue laws for an alleged
shortage in her transhipped ecargo.
Though efforts for her relief have
thus far proved unavailing, it is ex-
pected that the whole matter will be
adjusted in a friendly spirit.

I'he Senate resolutions of condo-
lence on the assassination of the

 Czar Alexander II . were appropri-

ately communicated to the Russian
government, which in turn has ex-
ressed its sympathy in our Jate
national bereavement. It is desir-
able that our eordial relations with
Russia should be strengthened by
proper protection, in order to extend
to peaceable Americans who visit
that empire, the consideration which
is due to them as ¢itizens of a friendly
state. This is especially needful
with respect to American Israelites,
whose classification with the native
Hebrews has evoked energetic re-
monstrances from thisgovernment.

A consular ~greement with Italy
has been sanctioned and proclaimed
which puts at rest the conflict of ju-
risdiction in the court of crimes on
ship-board. Several important in.
fernational conferences have been
held in [taly during the year, At
the Geographical Congress of Ven-
ice, the annual congress of Milan
and the Nice Congressof Tuarin, this
couniry was represented by dele-
gates -from branches of the public
service or private citizens duly ac-
credited in an honorary capacity.
It is hoped that Congress will give
such prominence to the result of
their deliberations as they may
seem to deserve.

The abolition of all discrimination
in duties against the colonial
productions of the Dutch, especially
such as are imposed by Holland,has
been already considered by Congress
and I request that at the present
session, the matter may be favorably
concluded. |

The insecurity of life and property
in many parts of Turkey has given
rise to correspondence with the
Pgrte, looking particularly to the
better protection of American mis-
sionaries in that empire. The con-
lemned murderer of the eminent

missionary, Dr. Justin W.
Parsons, has not yet been
axecuted, although this govern-

ment has repeatedly demanded that
exemplary justice be done,

ed the good offices of our diplomatie
and consular agents for the protec-
tion of its citizens in coun tries where
its nation 18 not represented. This
request has, within proper limits
been granted and our agents in
Switzerland have been instrueted to
protest against the econduct of the

gard to their ition in sending
emigrants to this country who are
guilty or erimes, and other objec-
tionable persons; several of such per-
rons, through the co-operation of
the commissioners of emigration at
New York, have been sent back by
the sleamers which brought them.
A continuance of this course may
prove a more effectual remedy than
diplomatic remonstrance.

reaties of commerce and
navigation, and for the regu-
lation of consular rivileges
have been concluded h Ilou-
.mania and Servia since their ad-

mission into the family of European
States, d e

MEXICO.

As is nataral with contigu-
ous stales having like institutions,
and like aims of advancement and

development, the friendship of the
‘Unil;ec{J States and Maxlco,]itu been

{1 King of Spain.

The Swiss government has solicit-

authorities of certain cantons in re- |

to a beneficial realization of the mu-

tercourse,and from (he opening
the rich interior of Mexico to railway
enterprise.

I deem it impertant that means be
provided to restrain the lawlessness
unfortunately so conimon on the
frontier, and to suppress the forays
of the reservation Indians on the
other side of the Rio Grande,

CENTRAL AMERICA.,

The neighboring >States of Cen-
tral America have
nal
tions toward us have been those
of friendship.  There are encour-
aging signs of their growing
disposition to subordinate their local
interests to those which are com-
mon to them by reason of their geo-
graphical relations. The boundary
dispute between Guatemala and
Mexico has afforded this government
an opportunity to exercice its good
offices for preventing a rupture be-
tween these States, and for procur-
ing a peaceTul solution of the ques-
tion. I cherish a strong hope that
in view of our relations of amity
with both countries our friendly
connections will continue.

The Costa Rican Government
lately formed an enga%emeut with
Colombia for settling by arbitration
the difficulties between their coun-
tries, providing that the selecting
of the arbitrants should be offered
succeseively to the King of tue Bel-
gians, the King of Spain and the
President of the Argentine Confed-
eration. The King of the Belgians
has declined to act, but [ am not as
yet advised of the action of the
As we have certain
interests in the disputed territory
whicly are protected by our treaty
engazvements with one of the par-
ties, it is important that the arbitra-
tion should not, without our cun-
sent, affect our rights, and this
government hasaccordingly thought
proper to make its views known to
the parties to the agreement and to
intimate to them and to the Bel-
gian government that the questions
growing out of the pro inter-
oceanic water way across the Isth-
mus of Panama, are of grave nation-
al importance. This
has not been unmindful of the s#ol-
emn obligations imposed upon it by
its compa~t of 1846 with Colombia,
as the independent and sovereign
mistress of the territory erossed by
the canal, and has sought to render
them effective by fresh engagements
with the Colombian Republic, look-
ing to their practical execution. The
negotiations to this end when they
had reached what appeared to
be a mutually satisfactory solu-
tion here, were met in Colombia
by a disavowal of the powers which
its envoy had assumed,and by a
pro | forrene ¥ed negotiations on
a fortified basis. Meanwhile, this
government learned that Colombia
had proposed to the KEurepean
powers to join in aguarantee of the
neutrality of the proposed Panama
canal, a guarantee which would be
in direct contravention of our obli-
gations as the sole guarantee of the
integrity of Colombian territory,and
of the neutrality of the canal itself.
My lamented predecessor felt it his
duty to place before the Euro
powers the r-asons which made Lthe

rior guarantee of the United States
ndispensable, and for which the in-
| terjection of any foreign guarantee
might be regarded as a superfleous
and unfriendly act. ]

Foreseeing the probable reliance ot
the British Government on the pro-
visions of the Clayton-Bulwer
treaty of 1850, as awarding room for
a share in the guarantees which the
United States covenanted with Co-
lombia four years before, I h#e not
hesitated to supplement the action
of my ﬁradaemur by proposing to
Her Majesty’s government the
modification of that instrument and
the abrogation of such clauses there-
of &8 do not comport with the obli-

ations of the United States toward

’olombia or with the vital needs of
the two friendly parties to the com-
pact. ’ |
THE SOUTH AMERICAN REPUBLICS,

This government sees with great
concern the continuance of the hos-
tile relations between Chili, Bolivia
and Pera. An early peace between
these republics is much to be desir-
ed, not only that they may them-
selves be spared further misery and
Lloodshed, but because their con-
tinual antagonism threatens conse-
quences which are in my judgment
dangerous to the interests of repub-
lican government on this continent
‘and caloulated to destroy the best

constantly maintained,and this gov-
ernment has lost no occasion of en-
couraging the Mexican government

tual advantages which will result
from more intimate commercial ig;

preserved inter-’
and their outward rela- |

government |

pean | . onsular

-

ful civilization., As in the present
excited condition of popular feeling
in these countries there has been se-
rious misapprehension of the posi-
tion of the United States, and as se-
parate diplomatic intercourse with
each through independent ministers
is sometimes subject, owing to the
want of prompt reciprocal commu-
nication, to temporary misunder-
standing, I have deemed it judieious
at the present time to send a special
envoy accredited to all and each of
them, furnished with general in-
structions, which will, I trust, en-
able him to bring these powers into
friendly relations,

VENEZUELA.

The government of Venezuela
maintains its attitude of warm
friendship and continues with great
regularity its payment of the nionth-
ly quota of the diplomatic debt,
Without suggesting.the direction in
which Congressshould act, I ask at.
tention to the pending question af-
fecting the distribution of the sums
thus far received. The relations
between Venezuela and France,
growing out of the same debt have
been for some time past in an un-
satisfactory state, and this govern-
ment, as the neighbor and one of
the largest of the creditors of Vene-
zuela, has interposed itself with the
French government with the view
of wroducing a friendly and honor-
able adjustment,

BRAZI L.

I regret that the commercial in-
terests between the United States
and Brazil from which great advan-
tages were hoped a year ag , have
suffered from the withdrawal of the
American lines of communication
between Brazilian ris and our
own, T'hrough the efforts of our min-
ister resident at Buenos Ayres, and
the United States Minister at Ban-
Diego, amity has been concluded be-
tween the Argentine Republie and
Chili, dispbsing of the long pending
Patagonian boundary question.
It is a matter of congratulation that
there has been offered the opportu-
nity of successfully exerting a
influence for the prevention of disa-
greements between the republics of
the American continent.

CHINA.

I am glad to inform you that the
treaties lately mnegotialed with
China have been duly ratified on
both sides and the exchange made
al Peking. l.egis:iation is uecessary
to carry its provisions into eflect.
The prompt and friendly spirit with
whieh the Chinese government, at
the request of the United States,
conceded the modification of exist-
ing treaties, should secure careful
regard fog the interest and suscepti-
bilities of that government in the
encroachment of any Jaws relating
to Chinese emigration. -

These classes of the {reaties
which forbid the participation of
citizens or vessels of the United
States in the opium trade, will
doubtless receive your approval, and
they will attest the sincere interet
which our people and governments
take in the commendable efforts of
the Chinese government to put a
stop to this demoralizing and destruc-
tive traffiec, In relation both fto
China and Japan some changes are
desirablein our present systemn of
jurisdiction. I hope at
some future time to lay before you a
scheme for its improvement in the
entire East.

JAPAN,

The intimacy between our coun-
try and Japan, the most advanced
of the seastern nations, continue to
be cordial, I am advised that the
Em peror contemplates the establish-
ment of a eonstitutional government
and that he has already summoned
a parliamentary congress for the
purpose of effecting the change.
Such a remarkable step towords
complete assimilation wilth the
weslern system cannot fail to bring
Jn;;au into closer and more benefi-
cial relationship with ourselves as
the chief pacific power.

A question has arisen in relation
to the exercise in that country of
the judicial functions conferred
upon our ministers and consuls.
The indictment, trial, and convie-
tion in the Consular {('ourt at Yoko-
hama, of John Ross, a merchant
seaman on board an American ves-
gel, have made it necessary for the
government to institute a careful ex-
amination into the nature and
methods of this jurisdiction. It ap-
peared that was regularly
shipped under the flag of the United
States, but was by birth a British
subject. My predecessor felt it his

duty to maintain the position that,

elements of our cwn free and power-

L

F

|

year.

|

J—

durirg his service as a reﬁuhllj’

chipped seaman on . an
American merchant v _
Ross was  subject to  the

laws of that service and to the juris-
diction of the United States consu-
late anthorities. | '

I renew the recommendas
tion which  has _ heretcfore
been urged by the executive upon
the attention of Congress, that a
the reduction of ruch an amount as
may be found due to Ameriean citi«
zens, the balance of the indemnity
funds heretofore obtained from Cni.

na and Japan and which are nowin

the hands of +the State Department,
be returned to the governments of
those countries, _

SANDWICH ISLANDS.

The King of the Hawalis, in the
course of his homeward return, after
& journey around the world, has.
lately visited this country.

friendly, this government has view--
ed with concern the efforts to seek
the replenishment of the diminish-

ing population of the Islands fromu:

outward sources, to a degree which:
may impair their native sovereignty-
and independence, in which the:
United States was among the first ta»
testify a lively interest,

EUROPEAN POWERS.

Relations of unimpeached amity
have been maintained throughout
the year with the respective govern-
ments of Austria, Hungary, Bel-
gium, Denmark, Hayti, Pa
and Uruguvay,Poriugal,and Sweden

and Norway, and this may also be

said -of Greece and Eguador, al-
though our relations with these
States have for some vears been sev-
ered by the withdrawal of appropri-
ations for diplomatiec raprmnrut!vu
at Athens and Quito.
pedient to restore those missions
even on a reduced scale, and I de-
cidedly recommend such a course
with respect to Equador, which is
likely, within the near future, to play
an impor.ant part among the na-
tions of the South Pacific. |
At the last extra session, the ses-

good | sion called for the text of the Gene-

va convention for the relief of the
wounded in the war., 1 trust this

| action foreshadows such interest in

the subject as will result in the ad-
hesion of the United States to that
hum:na and commendable arrange--
ment.

INTERNATIONAL CODE.

«I call your attention to the
propriety of adopting a new code of
interr ational rules for the preven-.
tion of collisions on the high seas and
of confirming the domestic legisla.
tion of the United States thereto, so
that no confusion may arise from
the application of conflicting signals
of vessels of different nationalities
meeting in tidal waters. These in-
ternational rules differ but slightly
from our cwn. They have been
adopted by the Navy Department for
the government o the war ships of
the United States on the high seas
and in foreign waters, and through
the action of the Btate De
ment in disseminating the
rules and dequainting the ship-
masters, with the option of con-
forming to them without the juris
dictional waters of the United States,
They are now very generally known
and obeyed, |

The State Department still con-
tinues to publish to the country the
trade and manufacturing reports re-
ceived from its officers abroad. The
success of this course wsrrants its
continuance and such appropriations
as may be required to meet the rap-
idly increasing demand for those
publications. With al reference
to the Atlanta Cotton Expoeition,
the October number of the reports
was devoted to a valuable collection

of papers on the cotton goods trade
of the world. p 1L

SANITARY CONFERENCE.

The international sani
conference, for which in 1879,
Congress = made provision, as-
sembled in this city early in Janu-
ary last, and its sessions were pro-
lcnged until March. Although it
reached no specific conclusion af-
fecting the future action of the
ticipant powers, the interchange of
views ]ilmved to be most valuable,
The full’'protoculs of the sessions have
been already presented to the State
Age pertinent to the general subject,
I call your attention to the opera-
tion of the National Board of
Health, established by act of Con-
gress approved March .d, 1879. Tts
sphere of duty was enlarged by
the acts of June 2 d of the same
By the last named act

the board was required to institute

such measures as t be deemed

, While
our relations with that kingdom are-

It seems ex= -

pat t-,




