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to the senate and house of repre-
sentativessentaI1 tives of the united staigstates of
america
an appalling calamity has befallen

the american people since their
chosen representatives last met in
the hallshalla where you are now assem-
bled we might else recall with un-
alloyed content the marked prosperprosper-
ity with which throughout the beiryear
the nation haahas been blessed itsIV
harvests have been plenteous its
varied industries have thriven the
health of its people have been pr i
served and it has maintained with
foreign governments the undisturbed
relations of amity and peace for
these manifestations of his favor we
owe to him who holds our destinydestin1
in his hands the of our
grateful devotion to that myste-
rious exercise of will which has ta-
ken from us the loved and illus-
trious citizen who was but lately at
the head of the nation we bow in
sorrow and submission the mem-
ory of his exaltedz character of his
noble achievement and of his patri-
otic life will be treasured for ever
as a sacred possession of the whole

eople the announcement of hisnathkatheath drew from foreign govern-
ments and peoples tributes of sym-
pathy ana sorrow which liiilihistorystory
willwil record as a signal token of the
friendship of nations and thebet fede-
ration ofot mankind the feeling of
goodwill between our own govern-
ment and that of great britain was
never more marked than at drpresentesent
in recognition of this pleasapleasingng fact
I1 directed on the occasion of the
late centennial celebration at york-
town that a salute be given to the
british flag

il FOREIGN RELATIONS
save to the correspondence to

which I1 shall hereafter refer in re-
lation to the proposed canal across
the isthmus of panama little has
becuoccurred worth mention in our dip
somatic relations with other coun-
tries early in the year the fortune
bayday claims were satisfactorily settled
by the british government pay-
ing in the sum of
most ol01 which has already been
distributed as by the terms of the
settlement including compensation
for injuries suilsullereded by our usher
menlylen at aspee bay there has been
retained from the gross award a sum
which is deemed adequate for these
claims
the participation of aingAintamericansricans

in the exhibitions at melbourne
and sydney will be approvingly
mentioned in the reports of the
exhibitors soon to be prepro
dented to congressCongress they will dis-
close the readiness of our country-
men to make successful competition
and enter new fields of enterprise
negotiations for an international
copyright convention are in hope-
ful progress the surrender of bit-
ting

sit-
ting bull and his force upon the
canadian frontier has allayed all
apprehensions although bodies of
hostile indians still cross the border
in guestquestbeti of sustenanceustenanconance upon thissubjectsubject a correspondence has been
opened which promises an adequate
understanding our troops have
orders to avoid meanwhile all corn-

smunicaelonationa with alien indians
the presence at the yorktown

celebration of rerepresentatives of the
brenchfrench republic and descendants
aftaofIAof Fayettelafayette and his gallant compa-
triots who were our allies in the rev-
olution has served to strengthen
the spirit of goodwill which has al-
ways existed between the two na
alonslionsyou will be furnished with the
proceedings of the metallicbimetallicbi confer-
ence held during the summer at
paris no accord was reached but a
valuable interchange of views was
had and the conference will next
year be renewed

at the electrical exhibition and
congress also held at paris this
country was creditably represented
by eminent specialists whoho in the
absence of an appropriation gener-
ouslybously lent their aid at the instance
of the state department while our
exhibitions in this almostdistinctive-
ly american field of achievements
have won several awards I1 recom-
mend that congress provide for the
repayment for the personal expen-
ditures incurred in the public jrinter-
est

ter
by thothe honorary commissioners

and delegates
jonewno new inquiries respecting the

status of our naturalized citizens in
germany have arisen during the
year and the grounds of complaint

1

especially in alsace and lorraine
have practically ceceasedhedi through
the liberal action of the imperial

government in accepting our often
expressed views on the subject
the application of the treaty of 1868
to the lately acquired pro-
vinces last received verifies our posi-
tion and a lasting agreement on
this point is confidently expected
the participation of the descendants
of baron von steuben in the york-
town festivities and their subse-
quent reception by their american
kinsmen strikingly evinced the ties
of goodwillgood will which unite the ger-
man people and our own

spain has been friendly an
agreement concluded in february
last fixes a term for thethi labors of tilethe
spanish and american claims com-
mission the spanish government
hashaa been requested to pay the late
awards of the commission and will
it is believed accede to the request
as promptly and courteously HSas on
former occasions by recent legis-
lation onerous finesfloes have been imlm
poseddosedp upon american shipping in
spanishS and colonial ports for slight
irregularitiesir uarl ties in manifests timetheleisis
one case of hardship that is special-
ly worthy of attention the bark
mason bound for japan entered
manillamantila in distresses and iaIs there
sought to be confiscated under the
spanish revenue laws for an alleged
shortage in lierher tran shipped cargo
though efforts for her relief have
thus far proved unavailing it iais ex-
pected that the whole matter will be
adjusted in a friendly spirit

the senate resolutions of condo-
lence on the assassination of the
czar alexander 11II were appropri-
ately communicated to the russian
governgovernmentmerit which in turn has ex-
pressed its sympathy in our late
national bereavement it is desir-
able that our cordial relations with
russia should be strengthened by
proper protection inin order to extend
to peacepeaceableibieible americans who visit
that empire the consideration which
is due to them as citizens of a friendly
state this is especially needful
with respect to american israelites
whose classification with the native
hebrews has evoked energetic re
mons trances from this government

A consular greement with italy
has been sanctioned and proclaimed
which puts at rest the conflict ifjuofju-
risdictionris iahi the court of crimes on
shipboardchipboardshipchip board several important in-
ternationalter conferences have been
held in italy during the year at
the geographical congress of veni-
ce the annual congress of milan
andaud the nice congress ofbf turin thisthia
country was represented by dele-
gates from branches of thetha public
service or private citizens duly ac-
credited in an honorary capacity
it is hoped that congress will give
such prominence to the result of
their deliberations as they may
seem to deserve

the abolition of all discrimination
in duties against the colonial
productions of the dutch especially
such as are imposed by Hollandhaghas
been already considered by congress
and I1 request that at the present
session the matter maybemay be favorably
concluded

the insecurity of life and property
in many parts of turkey has given
ariae to correspondence with theporte looking particularly to the
better protection of american mis-
sionariessiosionslonarlesaries in that empire the con
leaned murderer of the eminent
missionary dr jusjustintin Wparsons has not yet been
executed although this govern-
ment has repeatedly demanded that
exemplary Justjusticece be done

the swiss government has solicit-
ed the good offices of our diplomatic
and consular agents for the protec-
tion of its citizens in countries where
its nation is not represented this
request hashag within proper limits
been granted and our agents in
switzerland have been instructed to
protest against the conduct of the
authorities of certain cantons in re-
gard to their position in sendingsend ing
emigrants to this country who are
guilty or crimes and other objec-
tionabletio persons several of such per
onscons through the operationcooperationco of
the commissioners of emigration atI1newew york have been senbensentt back by
the steamers which brought them
A continuance of thiss course may
prove a more effectual remedy than
diplomatic reripmonsmonstrancetrance

treaties of commerce and
navigation and for the regu-
lation of consular privileges
have been concluded with ilouron
mania and servia since their ad-
mission into the family of european
states

MEXICO

As is natural with connigcontigu-
ous

u
states having like institutions

and like almsaims of advancement and
developmentdevelopments the frIendfriendship of thefriendshipshiishitunited states and mexico hasas been

constantly andaudandaud this gov-
ernment has lost no occasion of en-
couragingcouraging the mexican government
to a beneficialbenencialelal realization of the mu-
tual advantages which will result
from more intimate commercial in-
tercourseterfercourse and from the opening of
the rich interior of mexico to railway
enterprise

I1 deem itit important that means be
provided to restrain the lawlessness
unfortunately BOso common on the
frontier and to suppress the forays
of the reservation indians on the
other side of the rio grande

CENTRAL AMERICA
beates of cen-

tral america have preserved inter
nal peace and their outward rela-
tions toward us have been those
of friendship there aber encour-
aging signs of their growing
disposition to subordinate their local
interests to those which are com-
mon to them by reason of their geo-
graphical relations the boundary
dispute between guatemala and
mexico has afforded this government
an opportunity to exercise its good
offices for preventing a rupture be-
tween these states and for procur-
ing a peapeacefulcerulcerui solution of the ques-
tion I1 cherish a strong hope that
in view of our relations of amity
with both countries our friendly
connections will continue

the costa rican government
lately formed inan engagement with
Colocoiocolombiamulamola for settling9 by arbitration
the difficulties between their coun-
tries providing that the selecting
of the arbitrants should be offered
successively to the king of the bel-
giansran the king of spain and thehePreTpresidentdent of the argentine confed-
erationeration the king of thothe belgians
has declined to act but I1 am not as
yet advised of the action of the
king of spain As we have certain
interests in the disputed territory
which are protected by our treaty
engagements with one of the par-
ties it is important that the arbitra-
tion should not without our con-
sent affect our rights and this
government has accordingly thought
proper to
the parties to the agreement and to
intimate to them and to the bel-
gian governgovernmentment that the questions
growing butofout of the proposed

water way across the isth-
mus of panama are of grave nation-
al importance this government
haahag not been unmindful of the sol-
emn obligations imposed upon it by
its compa t of 1816 with colombia
as the independent and sovereign
mistress of the territory crossed by
the canal and has sought to render
them effective by fresh engagements
with the colombian republic look-
ing to their practical execution the
negotiations to this end when they
had reached what appeared to
be a mutually satisfactory solu-
tion here were met in colombia
byaby a disavowal of the powers which
its envoy had assumed and by a
proposal for renewed negotiations on
a fortified basis meanwhile this
government learned that colombia

powers to join inninain a guarantee of the
neutrality of the proposed panama
canal a guarantee which would be
in direct contravention of our obli-
gations as the solebole guarantee of the
integrity of colombian territory and
of the neutrality of the canal itself
my lamented predecessor felt it his
duty to place before the european
powers the reasons which made the
prior guarantee of the united states
indispensable and for which the in-
terjection of any foreign guarantee
might be regarded as a ous
and unfriendly act

foreseeing the probable reliance 61
the british government on the pro-
visions of the clayton bulwer
treaty of 1850 as awardingaward ing room for
a share in the guarantees which the
united states covenanted with co
loinjoinlombiabombiablabia four years before I1 hofve not
hesitated to supplement the action
of my predecessor by proposing to
her Majeatys government the
modification of that instrument andabd
the abrogation of such clauses there-
of RS do not comport with the obli-
gations of the united states toward
colombia or with the vital needs of
the two friendly parties to the com-
pact
THE SOUTH AlIEricasRICAN REPUBLICS

this government sees with great
concern thothe continuance of the hos-
tile relationsreat ionslons between chilichill bolivia
and peru anam early peace between
these republics iaa much to be desir-
ed not only that they may them-
selves be spared further misery and
bloodshed but because their con-
tinual antagonism threatens conse-
quences which aroare in my judgment
dangerous to the interests of repub-
lican government on this continent
and calculated to destroy the best

elements of out own free and power-
ful civilization As in the present
excited condition of popular feeling
in these countries there has been se-
rious misapprehension of the posi-
tion of the united states and as se-
parate diplomatic intercourse with
each through independent ministers
is sometimes subject owing to the
want of prompt reciprocal commu-
nicationni to temporary misunder-
standing I1 have deemed it judicious
at the present time to sendbend a special
envoy accredited to all and each of
them furnished with generalI1 in-
structionsa art ct ong which will I1 trust en-
able him to bring these powers into
friefriendlynilly relations

VENEZUELA

the government of venezuela
maintains its attitude of warm
friendship and continues with great
regularity its payment of the months
lyy quota of the diplomatic debt
without suggesting the direction in
which congress should act I1 ask at-
tention to the pending question af-
fecting the distribution of the sums
thus far received the relations
between venezuela and france
growing out of the same debt have
been for some time past in an un-
satisfactory state and this govern-
ment as the neighbor and oneohe of
the largest of the creditors of vene-
zuela has interposed itself with the
french government with the view
of producing a friendly and honor-
able adjustment

brazin
I1 regret that the commercial in-

terests between the united states
and brazil from which great adadvan-
tages

van
were hoped a year ag have

suffered from the withdrawalawalawai of the
american lines of communication
between brazilian porspores and our
own through ofburminour min-
ister resident at buenos ayres and
the united states minister at

amity has been concluded be-
tween the argentine republic and
chillhill of the long pending
patagonian boundary question
it is a matter of congratulation that
there has been offered the opportu-
nity of successfully exerexertingtingaa good
influence for the prevention of disa-
greementsgreements between the republics of
the american continent

CHINA

I1 am glad to inform you that the
treaties lately negotiated with
china have been duly ratified on
both sides and the exchange made
at peking legislation is necessary
to carry its provisions into effect
the prpromptompt and friendly spirit with
which the chinese government at
the request of thetiie united states
conceded the modification otof exist-
ing tretreatiesatler should secure careful
regard forfol the interest and
bili ties of that government in the
encroachment of anyimy jawslaws relating
to chinese emigration

these classes of the treaties
which forbid the participation of
citizens or vessels of the united
states in the trade will
doubtless receive your approval and
they willwilt attest the sincere
which our people and governments
taketahe inthein the commendable effortseffort of
the chinese government to put a
stop to this demoralizing and destruct
tivelive traffic in relation both to
china and japan some changes areard
desirable inln our present system of
consular jurisdiction I1 hope at
some future time to lay before you a
scheme for its improvement in the
entire east

japarJATAN

the intimacy betweenbetween our coun-
try and japan the most advanced
of the seastern nation continue to
decordialbe cordial I1 am advised that the
emperor contemplates the establish-
ment of a constitutional government
and that he hashad already summoned
a parliamentary congress for the
guchpurpose of effecting the change
tsuch a remarkablelemarkableabla step towtowardsads
complete assimilation with the
western system cannot failfall to bring
japan intoin to closer and more benefi-
cial relationship with ourselves as
the chief pacific power

A question has arisen in rbrelationlation
to the exercise iuin that country of
the judicial functions conferred
upon our ministers and consuls
the indictment trial and convic-
tion in the consular court at yoko-
hama of john rossboss a mermerchantclant
seaman ouon board an american ves-
sel have made it necessary for the
government to institute a careful ex-
amination into the nature and
methods of this jurisdiction it ap-
peared that ross was regulregularlyat
shipped under the flag of the united
states but was by birth a british
subject my predecessor felt it his
duty to maintain the positpositionlonloa that

during hishia service as a regularly
shipped beamah on board an
american merchant vessel
rossboss was subject to the
laws of that service and to the juris-
diction of the united
late authorities

I1 renew the recommenda-
tion which has heretofore
been urged by the executive upon
the attention of congress that after
the reduction of euchsuch an amount as
may be found due to american citi-
zens the balance of the indemnity
funds heretofore obtained from chi-
na

cili-
na and japajapan and which are now for
the hands optoftodthehe state department
be returned to the governments of
those countries

SANDWICH ISLANDS

the king of the Hawallswalis in the
course of his homeward return aftenafafterabr
a jouIOUjourneyaney around the world hishas
latelyat ly this country while
our relations with that kingdom are
friendly j this government hashaa xievieview
ed with concern the efforts to seekbeek
the replenishment of the dimindiminishlih
ing population of the islands fiorani
outward sources to a degree which
may impair their native sovereignty
and independence in ithe
united states was among the ginstfirst taa
testify a lively interest

EUROPEAN POWERS

relationsBelations of animbeached amity
have been maintained throughout
the year with the respective govern-
ments of austria hungary bel-
gium denmark hayti paraguay
and sweden
andnd norway and this may also be
said of greece and equador al-
though our relations with these
states have for somebome years been sev-
ered lyby the withdrawal of appropri-
ations for diplomatic representativesrepresentatives
at athens and quito it seems ex
bedient to restore those missions
even on a reduced scale and I1 de-
cidedly recommend such a coursecourso
with respect to equador which is
likely withwithinin tbthec near future to play
an imimpo part among the ngina
eions of the south pacific

at the last extra sessbessionsessionioliloii the ses-
sion called for the text of the gene-
va convention for the relief of the
wounded in the war I1 trusttruet this
action foreshadowsforeshadows such interest I1

ininthe subject aaas willwll result in the ad-
hesion of the united states to
humane and commendable arrange-
ment

I1

t

international CODE

I1 call your attention to the
propriety of adopting a new code ofor
anten rules for the preven-
tion of collisions on the high beiseiacabseab sandand
of confirming the donadodadomesticestieestle legisla-
tion of the united states thereto aoso
that no confusion may arise from
the application of conflicting signals
of vessels of differentent nationalicea
meeting in tidal waters thesethosethethose in-
ternationalternter national rules differ but slightly
from our own they have been
adopted by ththec navy department for
the government of the warwan ships of
the united states on the high seas
and in foreign waters and through
the action of the state depar ty
ment in disseminating the
rules and acquainting the ship
masters with the option of coacon-
forming to them without the jurlsjuria

al waters of the united statesstate
they aroare now very generally known
and obeyed

the state department still con-
tinues to publish to the countrcountry thotheithe
trade andlund manufacturing reports reirelre-
ceived from its officers abroad thethothe
success of this course warrants its
continuance and such appropriations
as may be required to meet the rap-
idly inereinertincreasingasing dedemandliand for those
publications with special reference
to the atlanta cotton exposition
the octoberYe tober number of the reports
was devoted to ati valuable collection
of papers on the cotton goods trade
of the world sj

conference
the international sanfsanisanitarytary

conference for which in 1879
congress made provision as-
sembled in this cityelty early I1in janu-
ary last and its sessions were pro-
longed until march although it
reached no specific conclusion af-
fecting the future action of the par-
ticipantbicip in t papowersaers the interchange of
viewsviewa proved to be most valuable
the fulifull protocolsprotoculscuis of the sessions have
been areadyalready presenteded to thee state
As pertinent to the general subject
I1 call your attentionatten bioti to the opera-
tion of the nationalnational Bbaardboarddrd of
health established by act of con-
gress approved march d 1879 its
sphere of duty was enlarged by
the acts of june 2 d of the same
jearyear by the last named act
the board was required to hAtIinstitutetute
such measures as might be deemed


