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gpirits gone forth iate the. world and thero

are mﬁny influeneea: brought to Lear npon |

the minds of the children of men. There
aremany cresds, docirines and views prop-
acated industriously by those who enfer-
tain them, and unless wecling to fhetruth
and pursue the path which our Heavenly
Father desires His' children to walk in,
with all our claims, and the promises
which havebeen made unto us, woare as lis
" able to go asiray as any offier people, If wa
treat these things as matfers of no import-
ance, and are carcless agnd negligent in re-
lation to' that which we believe, aand teo
those whom wa follow, we are sure to err.
There are some principles whieh have
become firmly rooted in the minds of the
Latter-day Saints, It is a diflienltthing to
cause them to doubt in relation to faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, repentance of sin,
baptism forthe romission of sins and the
laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy |
@host, These principles seem to be clearly
understood, and in them the people are
apparently fully indoetrinated; and though
men may deny the faith, in one sense, and
turn away from the path of rightousness,
and dissolve their edénnection with the
churech, vet they will cling, in most instan-
ces, to what weterm the first principles of
the Gospel'of Christ; and it isa very rare
thing to see those who have been members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints turning away and join‘ng what we
call sectarian churches, Ifthey leave this
churech, itis an exceedingly difficult thing
for them torconnect themselves with other
denominations, beeause the scriptures are
=0 familiar to them, the prineciples con-
tnined therein are so plain to their under-
standing that, unless there is some specu-
lation, some mercensary or other end to be
gained by their allianee with people of
other ereeds,.they are very apt to stand
aloof: that is, where they have a thorough
understanding of the prineiples of the
coapel. i . ]
But there are other prineiples more ad-
vaneed with whieh the people are not so
familiar, and of this the adyersary secks to
take advantage; and when men deny the

faith, they are apt to deny these prineiples;
and when they get iato the dark, there is
probably no point upon which they differ
more frequently than that which relates to
the anthority that is exereised in presiding,
This is a point that the adversary always
aims at. I soppose il was so in ancient
days, Wa read of false prophets then, and
also of men turning away; and there isno
doubt-but what the rock apon which they

split was the quesiion of the right
and anthority of those "presiding uver
them,

It seems as though the adversary, in the
day in which we live, seeks, by every
means in his power, to undermine the in-
fluenes and the authority of the man whom
(#0d has called to preside over His people.
1f you.will observe, you may perceive in.
what direction the shafts of the adversary
are aimed, In the days of Joseph, he was
" the man against whom all the enemies of
truth hurled their malicious shots; his life
was sought, his character assailed, and his
influnence was decried. He was the target
at which every arrow of ealumny and
hatred was aimed, and the paan to whom
all eyes were directed. He was held up
before men as an objeci worthy unlg of
their hatred and derision, to be seoffed at,
despized and killed.

i‘[ll;d anybody hear then of ethers'who are
now prominent? Yes. Président Young's
name was talked abeut, but not as at
present; but Joseph's name occupied every
Iﬂnﬁ:lﬂ. His deeds, or rather his misdeeds,
as enemies were pleased to call them,
occupied every one's attentien. His actions
were scrutinized and misrepreseated, and
everything periaining to him was made the
gﬁjmﬁ of comment and reproach, It was

ease from the hour that he reeeived the
lates of the Book of Mormon, until the

y of his death. All thosewho were mem-
bers of the church duriag his lifetime, ean
bear testimony to this. Other Elders wera
eomparatively lost sight of; they were mere-
lyflooked upon !
great object of saspicion. His name was
the watch-word of the foes of the Kingdom
of God; and mobs banded themselves to-

ether in unhoiy compacts, in order that

ey might bring to pass his overthrow and
shed his blood, imagining that, if they
eould only kill him, this work, which men
eall “Mormonism,”” would cramble to
pieces, because there would not be eohe-
siveness enough in the system to hold it to-
gether after the master-mind had disap-
peared.  But no sconer did he pass awa
than all this hatred, all the derision, ani-
mosity, calumny and slander, whict had
been directed to Jose h, was transferred to
Brigham Young, and he was made the ob-
ject of vituperationiand the target at which
avery wicked man should shoot, His deeds
and charaeter were paraded abroad, and
ave ing to him was canvassed
and mm instanees, to public
scorn and ridicule, Sueh has continued to

as satellites. He wasthe |

| from him, he shall net ha

be the ease from the days of the prophet
Josaph Up tothe present time,; -

There ware others during Joseplh's day,
who professed to have the authority which
he possessed, or, as they said, which bhe
had onee possessed. AL one time, in the
early days of the church, there was a num-
her of efilnr:s,‘ among whom were some of
the Twelve 'Aposties and, one ortwo of
the First Presidency, who banded them-
selves together and declared that Jo--
seph: was a fallen Prophet, that he hkad
tanght correct doetrines, that he had been
the instrument in the hands of God, of re-
vealing the truth and of bringing forth the
Book of Mormon, restoring the holy
| priesthood and of organizing the ehurch;

ut that he had fallen, The doctrines
which he had first tanght were carrect,
they said, and the position which he first
assumed was accoptable in the sight of God;
but through some cause, he had strayed
from the path and had become a fallen E:m—
phet., ®aid they, ‘““we now have the right
and the authority which he once had. We
have the right to organize the Saints, to
build wWp the church and earry out the
work of which Joseph waa the founder,but
which, through trnnsgruair:-u, he has for-
feited the right to lead.”

There was one peculiarity, however, con-
nected with these pretenders, which dis-
tinguished their course from that pursued
biy Joseph: Inatead of being thesubjeect of
all the evil remarks, all tho calumny, all
the hatred, slander, bloodthirstiness and
denuneiations applied to the prophet Jos-
eph, singular to state, when you take into
consideration the pretensions of those
men, the wicked bailed them as brethran,
consorted with them, became very brother-
Ii' very fraternal, and looked upon
them as very good, clever fellows. But
the hatred towards Joseph did not dimin-
ish, in fact their eonduct only tended to
increase ‘it and to make his life, and his
every deed more odious in their estima-
tion, and in the estimation of those to
whom they published his deads, This was
also a peculiarity which attended all who
aimed fo lead the church without having
the authority se to do,

At Joseph's death acrop of these pre-
tenders sprang up. There was Sidney
Hi%dnn, who contended shat he had the
right to lead the people. The Church was
fourteen years
the right to choose a guardian, to lead the
flﬂﬂ%& and conduct its affairs
ts President, and ‘he would be that
guardian, James J, Strang also aimed at
the same object. He had angels, he said, te
visit him; I do not know but he told -the
names of the angels; but, if my memo
serves me right, he affirmed that Josep
appeared to inim, blessed him and
bestowed wupon him the keys and
the authority. He also showed a letter
bearing the postmark of Nauvoo, which he
pretended had been written by Joseph,
giving him (Strang) the authority to preside
over the Churcéh, in the event of anything
happening to him, Othersstood up in a
similar manner: < John E. Page, Lyman
Wight, William Smith, andl afterwards,
Charles Thompson.

Allthese men arose, elaiming that it was
their right and privilege, by ordination or
by special appointment, to take charge of
the Church. But the Church then,as on
many eccasions previously and sinee ithat
time, was able, through the light which its
members possessed, to discriminate be-
tween the voice of the true and false shep-
herd.Still this peculiarity,—being hailed as
brethren by the wicked, characterized
them, in Nauvoo, as their predecessors in
New tYarlr., Kirtland and uri, In-
stead of being hatéed and calumniated, and
men seeking their lives and perseeuting
them, they weze hailed with seeming Eﬂ"
sure and sat tion.. Men bade them

“God speed’ and
claim the rights they called their own, But
t Brigham Young, our President,the
old feeling of animeoasity, that had been en-
tertained against Joseph, existed with as
great bitterness and intensity in the minds
of the enemiesof the Kingdom of 2God
as had it existed during the lifstime of
Joseph st him,

President Tﬂmﬁ' according to the state-
ments of the wicked, re-enacted all the evil
deeds, as they were termed, that had been
attributed to Joseph, and for which they
killed him. Brig became the inheritor
of all that animosity and hatred that had
been manifested towards Joseph during his
lifetime; and when Joseph slept in a bloody
grave, the enemies of the arch turned
their attention to Brigham Young, hislegal
SUCCEessoT,

If the Baintas had wanted evidence in
relation to who was the right man and who
had the anthority, the wery fact that
the world hated, reviled and persecuted
Brigbam should have beep suflicient evi-
dence that he was taking the path whigh
Joseph had trod, and that his course was
pleasing in the sight of Heaven, and conse-
quently hgteful in the sight of Hell,

There are rules, my brethren, which were
given in the early days of the Church,
respecting the Pres‘lﬂunc::[y of the Church,
In the revelation which I have just read in
your hearing,the Lord plainly sets forth to
the Chureh what course He would have it
take in relation to the keys that had been
bestowed by Peter, James and John upon
Joseph; and that we may not be deceived
He gives this rule:

“Bul verily, verily, I say unto you, that
none aIsaJﬁﬁ’l be ﬂp’ ntid untpr?hi’s gift
except it be through him, for if it be taken

V6 power except

.| the oracles had been

age, he said, and it had ] inister in
48 | priesthood.

urged them forward mlt

the tegehings of any  that shall come
Leforg you as revelations or comumand-
ments; and this I give unto you that you
may not hedecelved, that you may Enow
they arg not ofmes  For verily 1 say unto
you, that hethat iE#*ordained ‘of me shaill
come in at the gate and be ordained as I
have told you before, to teach those reve-
lations which yon have received, and shall
recelve thrnugg him whom I haveappdint-
ud‘!‘f

The Leord hero nmade express pm?rjna

a5 to who shonld hold the keysolthaking-
dom, gpd how those keys should Lgheld,
and the manner in which the aufhority
should be exercised. Men have pretended
that angels have visited them, and that, in
consequence thoy must have authority.
This was the pretence made by James J,
Bat he did not understand- that
iven through Joseph,
according to the revelation given in March,
1833, tothe Church., Others had also had the
keys given to them to enable them to
exercise th® power and authority which
Joseph held, Xow we may come to this
conclusion: that God, having onee bestowed
the keys of the holy priesthood on man
here on the earth for the np-building of His
Church, will never take them from the man
ormen who hold them and authorize others
to bestow them, Ifyou will read the his-
tn:r_lr of the Church from the beginning, yon
will find that Joseph was visited by variouns
angelic beings, bnt not one of them professed
to give him the keys until John the Baptist
came to him. Moroni,who held the keys of
the record of the stick of Ephriham, visited
Joseph; he had doubtless, also, visits from

Strang,

| Nephi andit may be from Alma and others,

but though they came and had anthority,
holding the authority of the priesthood, we
have no account of their ordaining him,
neither did Joseph e%er profess, because of
the minisiration of these l.ngais, tn have
authority to administer in any of the ordin-
ances of the Kingdom of God. He never
baptised anybody, nor attempted to lay on
hands for thereception of the Holy Ghost;
and, in fact, he never attempted, that we
have any account of, to exercise any of the
functions of tha holy prieathood, 0 Wasa
prophet, it is true, but a man may be a
prophet and yet not have authority to ad-
o priesthood, The prophetic
gift, to some extent, is distinet from the

Joseph had received the pro-
phetic gift and he exercised it and he acted
as such prior to his ordination. But when
tho time came for him to be baptised, then
a man who held the kagf.nf that priesthood
came to him and laid his hands upon Jo-
seph's head, and upon Oliver Cowdery, and
set them apart, and gave them' authorit
to offieiate in the Aaronic Priesthood,whie
prielﬁthc}nd held the keys of baptism ahd so
lorth. .

Jolhn had the right to baptise when he
was upon the earth; he held the keys ot
that priesthood. He baptised Jesus by vir-
tue of the priesthood which he held: and
those keys had not been taken from, him.
At the time when Joseph Smith was ordain-
ed, there was no man on the face of the
earth that held the keys of the priesthood
and theauthority to ordain him, If there
had been amanin the Greek,Roman, Prest-
byterian, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal or
any other church extant upon the face of the
aarth, who had the keys of the priesthood
Joseph Smith would not have been ordaine
by an angel, because the keys would have
here been and been bﬂﬂtnwadn]]? the man
who held them. But youn ght have
searched from pole to pole and traversed
the wide expansae of the earth from continent
to continent and visited all the nations of
the earth and enquired of them if there
was a man in their midst who had the
s of the holy priesthood and who

ed the authority which was exer-
cised in olden times by Peter, James and
John, and the rest of the servants of God;
but you would of heard no response in- the
| affirmative. None would have stood up

and said: “Ihave thisanthority.” Through-
ouat christendom, throughout the entire Ma-
homedan and Pagan world, you eould not
have found a man who professed to have
this authority. No; it had been driven from
| the midst of mankind by the vielenes of
wicked men, who, shed the bloed of
who held those keys and thatauthori-
ty; it had gone back to God who gave
dwelt there; for the men who held

it dwelt in the presence of the Almighty.

Hence, when Joseph Emivtmirgd bap-
tiam, though angels had him and
had ministered unto him, though he had
| heard the voice of God and Jesus Christ,
though he had been ealled to be a rfmphﬂt’
he not the right and the authority to go
forth and administer the ordinances of bap-
tism, neither had any living soul, to do it
lﬁsil{ni.tﬂly. It was necessary that he
should be ordained; it was necessary that
those keys should be restored; and hence
how proper it was for John, who held the
keys and had had been beheaded by a
wicked king,should eome and restore them?
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery testified
that John came and laid his hands upon
their heads and bestowed upon them the
Hurar and authm;i to aﬂnl:linlster in the

oly ordinances of the gospel,

\‘Fhen they were baptized, and had re-
ceived the authority to admi r in that
ordinance they did not attempt to lay on
hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
that was a separate and distinct power
from the Aaronic priesthood. John says,
in the third chapter of Matthew, eleventh
verse: “1 indeed baptize you with water

w

to ﬂ]‘lpf}ilﬂl “ﬂﬂhher in hia Etaar]; and this | l.l.l.'l't-'l]: I‘HREHHE.IM!EE; LI'UJ.- .I_IH lhﬂ-t cometh after
sliall ba.a law anto you, that ve receive not | me 13 H'I.!E‘tllll'.ﬂ" than I.,, whose shoes Fam

ot worthy. to bear: He shall baptize you

L with the Hely Ghost and with fire,”

-+ John did not profess to have the anthor-
it i}r to lay on hands for the reception of the
kloly Ghost. 'We pead in no part of the
seriptures ofhis exercising any such an-
thority. He had the authority to baptize,
the power which pertained unto his priest-
hood, being a descendent of Aaron, and
baptism was one of the ordinanees which
![Jertiunud to the Aaronic priesthood; but he
1ad not the right to lay on hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost. It was neces-
sary that that anthority should be confer-
red; but who held that power in ancient
days? Why, Peter, James and John, who
had been ordained by Jesustothe Melchise-
dec priesthood, or the prissthood after the
order of Melchisedec, and having exercised
that aunthority while on the eartlyin the
flesh, they came bearing the keys of that
Melehizsedec prieathnucﬁ and laid their
hands upon Joseph Smith and "ordained
him to the power which he subsequently
held, as the President or head of this great
and Ilast dispensation of the fallness of
times, By virtne of those keyshe was em-
ﬁr:-werv_.-rl to lay hands on those who weie
aptized in the name of Jesus, by legal
authority, and to confirm upon their heads
—upon the heads of the honest in heart, the
blessings of the gospel and by virtne of
these keys they had the right to. build up
the church of God in all its ancient purity
and glory, and to preach the gospel in its
fullness, with its gifts and blessings, and to
send men abroad as inisters of life and
salvation to the nations of the world, the
same as Peter and those associated with
him, Said Jesus: “Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church: and
the cf;-atas of hell shallnot prevail against it.
And I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in hea-
ven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven,” Peter
therefore held those keys. What wonder-
ful consistency on the part of the Lord, that
He should descend from heaven and con-
fer those keys on men here on the earth!
There are men who aq that Joseph was
ﬁl unlearned imposter; but how strange it
that, if an imposter, he should take the

Heaven for the salvation of mankind; and
that he should claim the authority, through
the administration,—first of John the Bap-
tist,—and then of Peter, James and John,
the apostles. :

The keys of this [priesthood were bes
stowed never more to be taken from the
earth; henee, in the revelation I have read,

rovision] were made by the Lord that

oseph, in case he should fall, should or-
dain another in his stead, and he should
have authority only, to lay hands on and
sot apart some one to act in his place, in
case he should prove unworthy.: Thus,
even from the beginning, the Lord seems to
have held constantly before him the possi-
bility of his fallingaway. He was ayoung
man, and like every man, he was apt to get
lifted up in the pride of his heart; there-
fore, God reminded him that he only held
the keys as long as he should be faithful to
the trath, Butin a subsequent revelation,
the Lord informed him that he should hold
the keys in this life and in the life to come,
and they should never be taken from him,

By virtae of the ordination he received,
Joseph had the right and the anthority to
confer this priesthood upen others. He
called twelve Apostles, and they were or-
dained under his authority by the direction
of the Lord, and those twelve were endow-
ed with the keys, Previous to his death,
the Prophet Joseph manifested great anxi-
aiéy to see the tem&»la completed, as most
of you who were with the Church during
his day, well know. ‘‘H up the work,
brethren,’” he used to say,—*let us finish
the temple; the Lord has a great endow-

t in store for you, and I am anxious
that the brethren should have their endow-
ments and receive the futlness of the priest-
hood.”” He ed the Baints ferward con-
tinually, preaehing unto them the] import-
ance of completing that building, so_that
therein the ordinances of life and salvation
might be administered to the whole ipe«-
Ele, but especially to the quorums of the

oly priesthood; *then,”” said he, *the
Kingdom will be established, and I do not
care what shall become of me.”
~ These were his expreesions oft repeated
in the congregations of the Saints, tellin
the brethren and sisters of the Church, an
the world that he relled the Kingdom on
to the Twelve, and they would have to
round up‘their shoulders and beay it off, as
he was going to rest for awhile, ahd many
other expressions of a like nature, the full
meaning of which the Saints did not real-
ize at the time, - '

Prior to the completion of the Temple, he
took the *Twelve and certain other men,
who were chosen,and bestowed upon them
a boly anointing, similar to that which was
received on the day of Pentecost by the
Twelve, whohad been told to Mrr{g:toaru-
salem, This endowment was towed
upon the chosen few whom Joseph an-
nointed and ordained, giv unto them
the keys of the holy Priesthood, the power
and authority which he himself held, to
build up the Kingdom of God in all the
earth and accomplish the t purposes of
our Heavenly Father; and it waa by virtue
of this authority, on the death of Jeseph,
that President Young, as President of the
%‘Eﬂrrt:gi of the Twelve, presided over the

urch, d

. The enemies of the work of E-od had

exacl course, established in the economy of .
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