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spirits gonegoite forth taw thetha world and ihre
arearamanymany influences brought to bear upon
the minds ol010 thehe children of men there
are manymanyo roodscreeds doctripperine and views prop-
agated industriously liyleyIVY those who eilyil or
tainhenlheni cling to 6 truth
and pursue itheiho path which our heavenly
father desires HIs children kowalk in
with all ouroar claims and thedo promises
which have been mademado unto us wowe areara as 11

able to go astray as any other peopleeople ifwwe
treat thesethesa things aaas mattermatters of no import-
ance and-are careless anhand negligent in re-
lation totw that which we believe and lo10

those whom wawe t mraara surespro tota err
there arearo some principles which have

become firkaly rooted in the minds of the
iatterlatter day saints it is a difficult thing to
cause them to doubt in relation foto faith laini
the lordlora jesusjosm christ repentance of singin
baptism forborhathe remission of sinsains and the
laying on of hands for the gift of the holy
ghost these principles seem to be clearly
understood and in them the people are
apparently fullytally indoctrinated and though
men may deny the falthfaith in one sense and
turn away from the path of righteousnessness
and dissolve their connection with mhd

church yet they will cling in most instan-
ces to what we term the first principles of
the gospel of christ and it is a very rare
thing to seasee those who have been members
of thechurch of jesus chrischristt of latter day

I1

saints turning away and joining what we
call sectarian churches if they leave this
church it isanlaan exceedingly difficult thing
for themtheme to connect themselves with other
denominations because the scriptures are
stSQ familiar to them the principles con-
tained therein arelare BOso plain to their under-
standingng that imlessunless therethera iais some specu-
lation somasome mercenary or other end to be
gained by their allianceallalilanealanta with people of
other creeds they are very apt to stand
aloof that is where they have a thorough
understanding of theth principlespioplo of the
gospel

but there are other principlespleapiea more ad-
vanced with which the people are not so
familiar andud of this thathe adversary arksseeks to
take advantage and when men deny the
faith they are apt to deny theothesethetho seo principles
and when they get intoI1 ato the dark there laIs
probably no point upon which they differ
more frequently than that which relates to
the authority that is exercised in presiding
thisP3 a point that the adversary always
aims at I1 suppose it was so in ancient
days we read of false prophets then and
also of men turning away and there is no
doubt but what the rock upon which they
split was the questionfinfiuestion of the right
and authority of those presiding over
themitem

it seems as though the adversary in the
day in which we live seeks by every
means in his power to undermine the in-
fluence and the authorityt of the man whom
god has called to preside over illshlapeople
iflouwillyouyon will 0observeerve you may perceive lnin
what direction the shafts of the adverseadversaryry
are aimed in the daysflays of joseph he waswas
the qanman against whom all thetha enemies of
truth hurled their malicious shots his life
was sought his character assailed and his
influence was decried he was the target
at which every arrow of calumny and
hatred was aimed and the manmaan to whom
all eyes were directed hohe was held up
before men asa an object worthy only of
their hatred and derision to be scoffed at
despised and killed

did anybody hearbear then of ethersothers who are
newnow prominent yes president youngs
name waawas talked aboutabent but not as at
present but josephsjosepha name occupied every
tongue his deedeedsa or rather his misdeeds
aaas his enemies were pleased to call them
occupied every ones attention illshla actions
were scrutinized and misrepresented and
everything pertaining to him was made the
select otof comment and reproach it was
ttubtun ease from the hour tylah habe reereaelved the
plates of the book of mormon antiluntil thetha
day ochia death all those who were mem-
bers of thathe church during his lifetimelifetimetima eancan
bear testimony to this other elders were
comparatively lost sighti of they
lyl looked upon as satellitesateltei lites he
great object of suspicion his samasame was
the watchwordwatch word of the foesnoes of the kingdom
of god and mobs banded themselves to-
gethernethergether in unholy compacts iain order that
theyey might bring to pass hishia overthrow and
shed hishia blood imagining that if they
ouid only kill him this work which men
alisallall mormonism would crumble to
pieces because there would not be cohe-
sivenesssiveness enough in the system to hold it to-
gether after thetha mastermindmaster mind hadbad disap-
peared but no sooner did he pass awayawan
than all this hatred all the derision ani-
mosity calumny and slander which hadbad
been directed to joseph was transferred to
brigham young and he was made the ob-
jectec t of Vvituperationtuperationanandd ththeettargeargetaargelatat wwhichh ch
6everyve Wwickedcked mmananshoshouldulduia 6shootoot illshis ddeedseeds
tandand charcharacteraeter wewerere parparadedad0d abroada raad and
eveeyeeverythingthin pertaining to him was canvasseded
andd heldhelaedI1 up I1in many lustjustinstancese tto0 Ppublicbilelie
scornboornrn and rridiculedic e suehsach has cocontinuedtl 04 to
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ae irawaw arom the glays oafolfof thep
J ph upraise present time

there were othersothera doduningduring josepJoserjosephsjulgjUls day
whohe professedbrofessed to have tatha authority which
he possessed or saas they said which hee
had once possessed at one timevimeui pea
early days of thethoi church there wawaswan a num-
ber ofeidersaiderselders aamongmong whom were some of
thetha twelve apostles andana oneore orthoor two of

presidency who banded them-
selves together andaad declared that jo-
seph

jo-
soph was- a fallen prophet that behe had
taught correct doctrines thabthat he had been
the instrument in thetho hands of god of re-
vealingvealin the truth and ofbribringingnginr forth the
book of mormon restoring the holy

i
priesthood and of organizing the church
but that he had fallen the doctrines
which he had first taught were correct
theysthey saidbaldaldsid and the positionpositlonlov which he first
assumed was acceptable in the sight of god
but through soma cause hahe hdhad strayed
fromirom the path andnd had become a anfnsallenfallen pro-
phet said they we now hayahava the right
and the authority which hahe once had wowe
have the right to organize thothe saintsstints to
build dp the church ndand carry out the
work of which joseph was thetha founfounderderbutbut
which through transgression hahe has for-
feited the right to lead I1

there was one peculiarity however con-
nected with these pretenders which dis-
tinguished their comcowcourseso from that pursued
by josephoseph instead of being the subject of
all the evil remarks all thetho calumny all
the hatred slander bloodthirstinessmess and
denunciations applied to the prophet jos-
eph singular to stateirate when you take into
consideration the pretensions of those
men the wicked hailedballed them as brethren
consortconsortededwithwith them became terytory brother-
lyI1I1 very fraternal and looked upon
themm as very good clever fellows utonbutut
the hatred towards joseph did not dimin-
ish in fact their conduct only tended to
increase it and to make hishla bosbasufa and hihis
every deed more odious in their estima-
tion andd in the estimation of those to
whom0 thetheyohey published hisbis deeds this waawas
aalsoaisojapeca peculiarityrity which attendedattan dad all who
aialmedaimede to lead the church without having
the authority so to do

at josephs death a crop of these pre-
tenders sprang up there waswaa sidneysidney
rigdon who contended that he had the
rlrightht to lead the people the church waswax
adufourteenarteen years of age behe said and it hadbad
therthe right to choose a guardian to lead the
people and conduct its affairs as
its president and he would be that
guardian james J strang alsoalno aimed at
the same object he had angels he said to
visit him I1 do not know buabat he told the
names of the angels but if my memory
serves me rinightrightht he affirmed that joseph
appeared tto limhimhim blessed him and
bestowed upon him the keys and
thetha atitauthorityhority he also showed a letter
bearing the postmark of nauvoo which he
pretended had been written by joseph
giving him strang the authority toto preside
over thetha church in the eventavent of anything
happening to himbim others stood up in a
similar manner john E page lyman
wightmitt william smith andanda afterwards
charles thompson

allali these men arose claiming that it was
their right and privilege by ordination or
by special appointment to take charge of
the church but the church then as on
many occasions previously and since thatmantmautttimee wabwasas able through the light which its
membersbembersml possessed to discriminate be-
tween the voice of the true and false shep-
herd still this peculiarity being hailed as
brethren by the wicked characterized
theme in nauvooau oo00 as their predecessors insewnewew yoyorkrk kikirtlandartland and missouri in-
steads ad 0theI1p hated and calumniated and
menbenon sseekingeek I1ng their lives and persecuting
them ttheyhawe wereere hailed with seeming plea-
sure and satsatisfactionitfaction men bade thamthem
god speed and urged them forward to

claim the rights they called their own but
against brigham young our President the
old feeling of animosity that had been en-
tertained aagainstalast joseph existed with as
great bitterbittarbitternessess and inintensity in the minds
of the enemies of tha kingkingdomdonldoni
as had it existed duringflaring the lifetimeIlfelifetimetima of
joseph against him

president young according to the state-
ments of the wicked re enacted all the evil
deeds as they werewore termed that had been
attributed to joseph and for which theythoy
killed him brigham became the inheritor
of all that animosity and hatred that had
been manifestedmanifestod towards joseph during hisbis
lifetime and when joseph slept in a bloody
grave the enemies of the church turned
their attention to brighambri ham youngxoung his legal
successor

if the saints had wanted evidence in
relation to who I1was thetha rinightrightht man and who
had the authority the very fact that
the world hated reviled and persecuted
brigham should have beerbeep sumsamsufficientelentclent evi-
dence that he was taking the path which
joseph had trod and that his course was
pleasing in the sight of heaven and conse-
quently hateful iiin the sight of hell

there are rules my brethren which were
given in the early days of the church
respecting the presidency of the Cchurchchurc
in the revelation which I1 have jujustst rreadead I1inyour hearingbearing the loralord plainly setsbets alorthrth to
the church what course he would have I1it
takeitake in relation to the keys that had beebeen
bestowed by peter james and john upon
joseph and that we may not be dedeceivedIV
ilehe gives this rule

but verily verily I1 say unto you that
none else shall be appointedappointeA tintounto this gift
except it be throughthronggh him for if it betakenbetokenbo taken
fromtroa him hahe shall not have power except

ttto appoint another in his stead and this
shall untoato youyoul that Tye receive not
the teachings otof any that shall momacome
before yonyou igas revelations aror command
matimorlmatingmontstg aaadand this ilive unto you that yordyou
may not a deceiveddechived that you may know
thethey aroare not atme for verily I1 say untoyouryou atththat horhathe that Is ordained of mem shall
comecomo in at tiietife gate and be ordained as I1
have told youyon bemorebefore to teach those reve-
lations which you have received and shall
receive throughthrough him whom I1 have
ed 11

rhotho lord herohere made express provisions
aaas to who should holdhoid the keys otof the kinig
domdomaldaad how those keys should bliblifeldheldbeld
andnd the manner in which the aufsufauthorityhorty
should be exercised men have pretended
that angels have visited them and that in
coconsequence they must have authority
thisthia was the pretencepredencepretence made by james JJ
strangcrangSf butnut ho did not understand that
the oracles had been given through joseph
according to the revelation given in marchmanch
1833 to the church others had alsoaiso had the
keys given jinto them to enable chein to
exercise tthe powerpoirer3 and authority which
joseph heldhold nowkow we may come to this
conclusion that godpod having once beibelbestowedtowed
the keys of thetha holy priesthood on man
herehera on the earth forlor thetha up building of hihishia
church will never take them from the man
orormenmen who hold them andnd authorize others
to bestow them isyouif jouyou will read thathe his

j tory of the churchchu reixreli from the beginning youyon
willwili findflad that joseph was visited by various
au iiolic bombombetbut not one efthemofthem professed
to givehim the keys until john the baptist

i came to him Moron iwho held the keys of
the record of the stick of ephrifam visited
joseph he had doubtless also visits from
neamkopki anaitaudit maybe from alma ndand others

i but though they came and had authority
holding thetha authority of the priesthood we
have no account ordaining him t
neither did joseph aeereenor profess because of
the mints of these angels to have
authority to administer in any of the ordin-
ances of the kingdom of god he never
baptisedbaptizedsed anybody nor attempted to lay on
hands for the reception of the holy ghost
and in fact he never attempted that wowe
have any account of to anyny of the
functions of the holy priesthood he waswaaa
prophet it iais truetrus but a mannisa may be a
prophet and yet not hyehave authority to ad-
minister in the priesthood the prophetic
gift to some extent isi distinct from the
priesthood joseph had received the pro-
phetic gift and he exercised it and he acted
as such prior to his ordination butbat when
thothe timtime came for him to be baptisedbaptizedsed then
a man who heidheld the keys of that priesthood
cametocametacame to him and laid hishia hands upon jojol 1

head and uupon oiiveroliver cowdery and
set them apart anand gave them authorityt alt
to officiate in the aich
priesthood held the keys of baptismbaptis aadd so
forth

john had the right to baptise when he
was upon the earth he heldhold the keys otof
that priesthood he baptisedbaptizedsed jesus byoirby vir-
tue of the priesthood which he held and
those keys had not been taken from him
at the timetume when joseph smithwas ordain-
ed there was no man on the face of the
earth that held the keys of tbthee priesthood
and thetho authority to ordain him if there
had been aman in the GreekRoman prest
byterian methodist baptist episcopal or
any other church extant uponuron the face of the
aarti who had the keys ofatthethe priesthood
joseph smith would not have been ordaordainedinelinea
by an angel because the keys would have
here been and been bestowed bybv the manmaa
who held them but you might havehava
searched from pole to pole and traversed
the widewido expanse odtheofthe earth from continent
to continent and visited all the nations of
the earth and enquired of them if there
was a man in their midst who had the
keys of the holy priesthood and who
claimed the authority which was exer-
cised in olden times by peter james and
john and the reetrest of the servants of god
but you would ofheard no response in the
affirmative none would have stood up
and sidsaid 1I have this authority through-
out christendom throughout thethot entire ma

and raganpagan world you could not
have found a man who professed to have
this authority no it had been driven from
thetha midst of manmammankindkindkina by the violence of
wicked men who shed the blood of
chosothos who held those keys and that authori-
ty andnad it hadbad gone back to god who gave
itlt aridarnd dwelt there for the men who heldhold
it dwelt in the presence of the almighty

hence when joseph smith desired bap
i tista though angelsangela had visited him and
had ministered unto him though hahe had
heard the voice otof god and jesus christ
though he had been called to babe a prophet
hehadbad not the right and the authority to go
forth and administer the ordinances of bap-
tism neither had any living soul to do it
legitimately it was necessary that he
should be ordained it was necessary that
those keys should be restored and hence
how proper it was for john who held the
keys and had bad been beheaded by a
wicked king should come and restore them
joseph smith and oliver
that john came and laid his hands upon
their heads and bestowed upon them the
power and authority to administer in the
holy ordinances otof the gospel

when they were baptized and hadhadi re-
ceived the authority to administer in that
ordinance they did not attempt to lay on
hands for thetha reception of the holy ghost
that was a separate and distinct power
from the priesthood john saysbays
in theth third chapter of matthewmatthaw eleventh
verse 1I indeed baptize youyoa with water

unto repentance but ileha that cometh after
indme Is mightier than 1I whose hoesayhoesamat
not worthAto bearzIlQ shall baptize zouyou
with the holy ghost andana with fire

1

john did not profess to have thetha author-
ity to lay on handshands for the reception oc0 the
holyoly ghost we zeadtead in ao partart of the
scriptures exercising aay94I1 such au-
thoritythority he hadbad the authority to baptize
thehe power which pertained unto his priest-
hood being a descendent of aaron and
baptism wwass one of the ordinances which
pertainede bained to the aaronie priesthood but hefadhadhaa not the right to lay on handsbands for thetha
reception orthoof the holy ghost it was neces-
sary that that authority should be confer-
red but who held that power in ancient
daydays why peter james and john who
hahad been ordained by jesus to the

priesthood or the priesthood after the
ordenorder of and having exeloxelexercisedsed
that authority while on thatheth eart in the
flesh they came bearing the keys of that
Melchisedee priesthood andnd laidlidd their
hands upon joseph smith and ordained
him to the power which heh subsequently
held as the presidentnt or headheid of this great
and last dispensation of the fullness of
times by virtue of those keys be was em-
powered to lay bandshands on thossthose who
baptized in the name of jesus by legal
authoritytultutbority and to confcontconfirmirin upon their heads

Uupon the heads of the honest in heart thetablessings1
POnishfof thetha gostelgospel andpd by virtue of

these keys they bahaahad the right to build up
the church of god in all its ancient purity
and glory and to preach the gospel in its
fullness with its gifts and blessings andioand to
send men abroad as ministers Rof hifelife and r
salvation to the nations of the world thetha
same as peter and thosethosa associated with
him said jesus thou art peter and
upon this rock I1 willwili build my church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it
and I1 wil give unto theetheo the keyskegs of the
kingdom of heaven and whatsoever thou

bind on earth shall be bound in hea-
ven and whatsoever thou loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven peter
therefore held those keys what wonder-
ful consistency on the part of the lord that
he should descend from heaven and con-
fer those keys on men here on the earth

therothere are men who say that joseph was
anain unlearned imposter but how strange it
Isis that if an imposterimpostor he should take the
exact course established in thetho economy of
heaven for the salvation of mankind and
that he should claim the authority through
the administration arstfirst of john the bap-
tist and then of peter james and john
the apostles

the keys of this priesthood were be
stowed never more to bsbe taken from the
earth hence in thathe revelation I1 have read
provisionrotisroyis on were made by the lord that
joseph in caseease he should fall should or-
dain another in his stead and he should
have authority only to lay hands on and
set apart some one to act in his place in
case he should prove unworthy thus
even from the bemimingbeginning the lordloid seems to
have held constantlyantly before him the possi-
bility of hisbis falling away he was a young
man and like every man he was apt to get
lietealifted up in the pride ofochiahis healt there-
fore god reminded him that he only held
the keys as long as he should be faithful to
the truthtroth but in a subsequent revelation
the lord informed him that he should hold
the keys in this life and in the life to come
and they should never babe taken from him

by virtue of the ordination behe received
joseph had thetha right and thetha authority to
confer this priesthood upon others he
called twelve apostles and they were or-
dained under his authority by the direction
of the lord and those twelve were endow-
ed with the keys previous to his death
the prophet joseph manifested great
ety to see the temple completed as most
of you who were with the church during
his day well know hurry up the work
bretbrotbrethrenhrenbren he used to say iehlehlet us finish
the temple the lord has a great endow-
ment in store for you and I1 am anxious
that the brethren should have their endow-
ments and receive the furuthless of the priest-
hood he urged the saints forward con-
tinuallyduall preaching unto them thelthe import-
ance of completing that building so that
therein the ordinances of life and salvsalysalvationklonkion
might be administered to the whole peo-
ple but especially to the quorums of the
holy priesthood then said he the
kingdom will be established and I1 do not
care what shall become of me aj

these were his expressions oft repeated
in the congregations of the saints telling
the brethren and bisterssisters of the church and
the world that behe rolled the kingdom oaon
to the twelve and they would have to
round shoulders and beabeat it offon as
he was going to rest for awhile andlna many
other expressions of a like nature the failfull
meaning of which the saints did not real-
ize at the time

prior to the completion of the temple bahe
took the twelve and certain other men
who were chosenand bestowed upon them
a holy anointing similar to that which was
received on the day of pentecost by thetho
twelve ghobadwhohadtad been told to tarryat jeru-
salem this endowment was bestowed
upon the chosen few whom joseph an
anointed and ordained giving unto them
the keys of the holy priesthood the power
and authority which he himself held to
buildupbuild up the kingdom of god in all the
earth and accomplish the great purposesI1

of
our heavenly father anand I1it was by virtue
of this authority on the death of jesephjsseph
that president young as president of the
quorum of the twelve presided over thetha
church r

the enemies of the work of god had


