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vealed religion is more of ‘8 freothinker
than true believers are. On the same
pripciple the term ‘‘ Rationalist®’ is no

more exclusively appropriate thun the |

other, but neither of them conveys
anything censurable or opprobrious.

We would just as readily eall Mr.
Ellis u "Rntiomaﬂst” a8 a ““Free-
thinker,” it thut would suit bim better.
At the sawe time we think that
s:Mormons’’ who understood the
genius and scepe of their religion, are
rationalists in the fullest sense of the
term as well ps free thinkers to the
utmost possible Hmits.

Wer o not regnrd the terms *free-
thipker?’ and “‘infidel’’ s ayuonymeus,
The former I8 much preferred by
because of their iack of

je who,
gﬁzf in commonly nccepted ideas,
are commonly clased sz in-
fidela. Wwe are all  ‘“infidel”

o regard to soine things. We should
all bt;lt'eelblnkers in reference to all
things. There sre limittu to thought
Bl;d there are somo things we knuw,
which anchor our bellef and thought
and therefore nbeolute freethinking
may b rafd to be impossible. But it is
in the ordlnary sense of the term we
wish to be understood.

Persons wh
everythii g uot “ip the Church? must

Ge wrong, of who are opposed to sny-
thing that migbt turo & dollar from
them are not in accord with the
Church themselves. ¢ Mormonjsm,”
pure and simple, recognizes truth,right
and gooduess wherever it may, bu.aud
is utterly unselfish inepirit and princi-
ple. It lsalso the very eseence of free.
Jdom. It teaches its udberents to recoy-
wlze the right of every persen to his
tree beliel or unbeliel, und also hia five
actlon to the line ol interference with
the rightful actlon of others.

We Jdo pol condemn any ooe : fther
because he Uots unt belivve - or be
cfuse he disbelioves what we hold to
Letrue. We recognize the good mo-
tives and the courigeous actions of Mr.
Ellis 10 his batlie ugalpnst what he
belicves to be Wrong. Apd we goiy
regret that he ia uot as able to recelve
that which we belleve to be di-
vipe, 18 he j8 to resist and
fght agajust that which he regarde as
{nhuman and evil.
we ure conviuced that every muan wiil
be rewarded “accordiog Lo his wol ke, ”?
and thut many who have been dubbed
Infide and regarded a: enemles to
Christinnity, wili shine far brighter in

o take the ground t.lml.l

Al the pame time| eral appointment business has been

THE DESERET WEEKI.Y.

CONCERNING THE CIVIL SERVICE.

A FIERQE and pever tiring defender
of the Bpoilssystem in the civil service,
oolably the New York Sun, aske why
should congressmen have no volce In
the appdintment from their respective
States, and by way of emnphasizing ils
opiuion on the subject cltes the case of
Abraham Linceln applying to Genera]
Hchenck for official influence in pro-
curing a position in the lapd pfMoe de-
partmment. The lact thar the s&id
“influence’” when exerted by so
eminent » person as Mr. Schenck was
ool successful, causes the Sun to in-
quire why *‘“Congrersmen like Gen.
Behenck should be forbldden to exert)
tbeir influence in favor of uppllcaan
like Ahrabara Linceln.’* 1

Probably the answer which rensible
civil service reformers would make o
thie query is tbat when every congtens-
man becomes s General Schenck and
every applicant an Abratiam Linceln,
there will be no need of civil rervice!
reform, and Do purposs ln discussing |
such a question pre or con. Io. the'
meantime the question is equally ir-
relevant, for both B_{r. Behenck and |
sir. Linceln are dead, and thers is not |
at this date apy public evidences of |
their haviog left any disciples who
could becomingly fitl their places in
tbie civll service controversy,

What such reformers as Mr. George
Wiilliam Curtis nre contending for, anil
we believe he can speak authoritatively
for thermn all, is permapent and sure ar-
rangerments by which such men as Mr.
Lincoln may il any office in the
country, and not be uuderihe necessity
of selling thempeelves out for congres-
sicoal influeoce Io order to be Bafely
landed In the positions sought by
thero.

It la ohserved. that, as in the case
quoted by the Sun, io the copflict for
office under the “Influence’’ arrange-
ment, the Lincolns as a rule receive
only congressional condolence for thelr
paios, while some other man with
| Deither qualificatioi por honesty,
whose congressjonal backer is in touch
with the Adminoistratiun gaina the
oftice.

This government clerkship and gen-

greatly enlarged since the editor of the
Sun first begun to defend his spolls
doetrioes. At that time the labor of
dietributing thelr influence wus 00L vo |
greal a lax upon congressmen, and
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stituency, have oot eoough time left
to even read the bills which they vote
upon. Besivles this the Goveroment
bas  had to furpish them each
a speolal clerk at its expense,
whose time iz Nkewise {in great
part devoted to Incldental duties grow -
ing out of these “influence’ .natlers.
The President himself is equally
burdeped with his influence work. If
he attends to it with respectable pune-
tuality, the first two years of his nd-
ministration s clalmed exclusively by
the vffice applicants and their several
cuongressionsl advocates. Then beygins
the preparatory work for the next four
years amoog the politiclans, and be-
tween the offico seekers aud the oftice-
workers, about all the people get from
the Administration, run upon Mr.
Danw’s plan; is his apnual message,
which is Jinble to be written by his
private secretary, and we might add to
Lbis ateo A & thing worth considering,
the interesting npewspaper literature

'ioppired by objectionable appoint-
. orents.
It js to relieve the Uresident and

| cong ressmen from this arduous aod ex-

pensive duty, and give them ano oppor-
tunity to attend to their legitimate bhus-
invss, that the civil service reformers
are advocating a discontinunnce of the
ancien! and venerable spoils syestem.
It is & work of philanthropy as well as
natlonal econcmy.

MR. BLAIR OF MASSACHUSETTS.

AT least one American politiciau of
this period bae found himself more
famous than was profitabie to his
aspirations. ‘The ordenl which Mr.
Henry W. Blair 18 undergeing through
bis appolniment to be minister to
China is n strikiog illustration of how
extremely difticult aod hezardous a
thing it is to be a statesmun.

Duribg Mr. Biair’d career io the
senate he was the champion of sume
very important measures. Bome bes
cane law only after arduous aud re.

peated struggles and some, gon-
spicuously  the famous educa-
tional  bilil, were  under the

friction of debale so Jong as to be fairly
worn to u shadow before the final issue
could be reached, I’ublic measures that
pull 8o hard on the tether of argu-
ment are sure at some stage of their
prCgress Lo inspire very strong largusge
on theside of their varnest advocates.
Ho it bas bappened that on a great

the mnausions uf the Father thau sume | they coull work it with respectable many occasions Mr. Blair bas given

of thetr censors who have professed
great injth and bossled of spiritual
power, but tv whom a rightevus Judge
will suy: **Depart from me, I pever
knew rou, yv pervertess of the truth

succesa ulong with their regularotfelal
duties.

But now thingrare difterent. It has
teen publicly Jemopstrated that con-
gres:men who conecientiously fulfil the

and workers of iniguity.”

expectations of their oflice-reeking con-1

utterance to languaygs duriog the heat
of debate which, though probably pot
hoticed at the tlme even by his oppo-
nents, has Dnow riven from jts grave to
mock bim and spol] his career.

For instance, during the debate on



