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THE DESERET
aeded religion isia more of a freethinker

khann true believers are on the same
principlelicille the term I1 rationalist is no

alore exclusively appropriate than the
jether but neither of them conveys
11 ing censurable or opprobrious
11J we would just as readily call mr
sallieIII a as a free

aker if thatta wouldvituld suit him better

AI tbthe same time we think that
anongoDB j who understood the

geniusius and scope of their religion are
in the fullest sense of the

free thinkers to theienn asa well as

utmost possible limits
IT wt jodo not regard the terms free

tfrinkerker and infidel P P as synonymous
isabISBb tj former is much preferred by

toeoolpie who because of their lack of

belief in commonly accepted ideas

ore commonly claimed as in
dels we are all Ininfideliddell

regard to winesome things we should

B be freefreethinkersthinkers in reference to aall
there are limits to thought

jid aberethere are some things we know

anichWbach ananchorehor our belief and thought
ba therefore absolute freethinking
laaby be i aid to be impossible but it is

lanthee ordinary sense of the term we

hah to be understood
personspersona who take the ground thatthat

not in the church musmusttg
wrongwro ngoror wwhoho are opposed to any

faing that might turn a dollar from

isiomthem are not in accord withth theth
ircy themselves 1

jy farere and simple recognizesrecognize8 bright
istad goodness wwherever it may be and

cotterlybutterly unselfish inspirit and

iolei ole it is also tho very essence of free
jaffa it teaches its adherents to lecog

thae the right of every person to his
belibelieff or unbelief and also hishia free

ontoto the line of interference with
0 rightful action of others

awewe do not condemn any one t itherither
he does not believe or be

lattaee he disbelieves what we hold to

true we recognize the good mo

fres and the courageous actions of mr
ufa in hisbis battle against what he
devestoves to be wrong and we only

gretret that he idis not as able to receive
att which we believe to be ddi

w ahe as he is to resist and
US aughtbt agiagainstst that which he regards as

uman andand evil at the same time
that man willconvinced everyahre0 are

abe rewarded according to hip 11

bait many who have been dubbed

Z and reregarded asaa enemies to
1 wiwill11 shine far brighter in

ile
I1

mansionsanelons of the father thauthan sumesome

their censors who have professed
teatt juith and boasted of spiritual

flowerr but to whom a righteous judge
dyniawIII sayaay depart from me I1 never

bouyeyou ye perverters of the truth
workers of iniquity

concerning THE CIVIL SERVICE

A and never tiring defender
of the in the civil service
notably the new york sun asks why
should congresscongressmenmert have no voice in
the appointment from their respective
states and by way of emphasizing its
opinion on the subject cites the caw of
Abrahamabraham LlincolnI1 neoln applyapplyingI1 n g to generalgenera
sabschenckenck for official influence in pro
curing a position in the land office de-
partmentpart ment the fact that the said

influence when exerted by so
eminent a person as mr schenck was
not successful causcausesesthethe sunsuit to in-

quire why congressmen like gen
schenck should be forbidden to exert
their influence iffin favor of applicants
like abraham lincoln

probably the answer which sensible
civil service reformers would make to
this query is that when every congress-
man becomes a general schenck and
every applicant an abraham lincoln
there will be no need of civil service
reform and no purpose in discussing
such a question pro or con in the
meantime the queequestiontion is equally ir-

relevant for both mr schenck and
mr lincoln are deaddead and there is not
at this date any public evidences of
their having left any disciples whoaho
could becomingly fill their places in
this civil service controversy

what such reformers as mr george
william curtis are contending for and
we believe hebe can speak authoritatively
for them all isia permanent and susurere ar-

rangementsrarange ments by which such men asam mr
lincoln may nil1111 any office in the
country and not be uunderuder the necessity
of selling themselves out for congres-
sional influence in order to be safely
landed in the positions sought by
them

it is observed that as in the easecase
quoted by the sun in the conflict for
office under the influence arrange-
ment the Lincolns asam a rule receive
only congressional condolence for their
pains while some other man with
neither qualification nor honesty
whose congressional backer tois in touch
with the administration gains the
office

this government clerkship and gen
era appointment business has been
greatly enlarged sitsincece the editor of the
sun first began to defend his spoils
doctrinesdoctrinee at that time the labor orof
distributing their influence was not so
great a tax upon congresscongressmenmel and
they could work it with respectabletable
success along with their regular official
duties

but now things are different athasit has
I1 een publicly demonstrated that con-
gressmengresmen who conscientiously fufulfillfulfilif I1 thefhe
expectations of their office reekingpeeking con

have not enough time left 1

to even read the bills which they volevoke
upon besidesbeshea this wethe government
hasbae had to furnish them each ij

A
a special clerk at its expend aif
whose time is likewise in grgreat 1Hlpart devoted to incidental duties grow A
ing out of these influence I mattersnat

the president himself is equally
burdened with his influence work if y

he attends to it with respectable bunc js

dualitytua lity the first two years of hisbis ad 1

ministration is claimed exclusively by
the office applicants and their several A

congressional advocates then begins s

the preparatory work for the next four
years among the politicians and be
tween the office seekers and the office
workers about all the people get from
the administration run upon mr
danasdanalp plan is his annual message k

which is liable to be written by hisbis
private secretary and we might add to
this also as a thing worth considering

b

the interesting newspaper liliteratureterature
inspired by objectionable appoint-
ments 6

it tois to relieve the president andtadd
congressmen from this arduous and ex-

pensive duty and give them an 1

eunity to attend to their legitimate bus t
inessinese that the civil service reformers
are adadvocatingng a discontinuance of the
ancient and venerable spoils system
it is a work of philanthropy as well as
national economy S

MR BLAIR OF massachusetts
4

AT least one american politician of
this period has found himself more
famous than was profitable to his
aspirationsaspiration thefile ordeal which mr
henry W blair iis undergoing through
his appointment to be minister to
china is a striking illustration of howbow
extremely difficult and hazardous a
ththingi ng it is to be a statesman

IVO

during mr beairsblairs career in the 4senate he was the champion of some
very important measures some be

nf
came law only after arduous and re-

peated struggles and some con
the famous educileduca-

tional bill were under the
frictionlauon of debate so long astoas to be fairly

wornwom to a shadow before the alual issue
could be reached public measures that
pull soa0 bbardard 0onn tthehe ttethere ther of argu-
ment are sure at some stage of their
pric gress to inspire very strong languagelarguage
on the side of their earnest advocates

so it haebar happened that on a great I1
many occasionscessious0 mr blair has given
utterance to language during the heatbeat
of debate which though probably not
noticed at the time even by hisbis opoppo-
nents

pa
has now risen from its grave to

mock himbim and spoil his career
for instance during the debate ouon
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