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Tamale mountain and sweep
and grocefully round in an ascending
spiral, such as an eagle only can trace
in the air. It appeared to me that
he was rising to keep the sun in view
as §t sank in the west. With that.
thought in mind I brought out my
glass and watched him. He moved
ever round and round each incomplete
eircle carrying him farther westward
and upward. When at length I low-
ered the glass the eagle had disap-
peared. He was invisible to the un-
ajded eye, and yet I faneled he was
atill gazing uporn the sun while around

me in the valley the shades of night

were falling fast, etc.

Moonplight nichts are superh here,
There is neither dust nor smoke to ob-
scure the face of Luna, and she shines
white and cold and still at her very
bheat. One night When mhe was on
her monthly full, I lay for hours
watchjng the magic play of light and
shade as the clouds, driven by a brisk
southern breezeswept across her face.
Now huge masses of vapor as white
as plled snow foated by, thelr edges,
as they croased the moon, hemmed
with glowing silver. Agaln great
hiack Thor stormers dashed by in
pursult of the nymphs of the gossamer
shutting the light out as suddenly and
completely as when you blow out the
gas for the night. The cause of this
effect i found In the nearnessa of the
clouds to the eye of the beholder.
From the plaln you Bee the same
clouds apd their chase, but they are
much farther away and the horizon is
s0 far removed that the light 18 never
nholly obscured. But In the ecanyon
where at her greatest altitude—I came
near sayine Altatude—the moon Ig

ng a4t yvou over a moun-
[T;?rl;elzmr;etepia#d all the shadowed
ground is black and the horizon seem-
ingly so close that you could toueh it,
the play of the moon and the clouds
becomes wonderfully interesting.

1 have had a busy and charming
summer up here AMONEg the stars. 1
have climbed enough to carry me not
leax than fifty miles ftraight into the
skiex, You mee I nm becoming familiar
with the way of my final tramp,
though ihere nre penple in Balt Lake
foolish enouxh to say that I will be go-
inz the other way.

I met a sweetheart on one of my
trips, She was—

A daughter of the gods,
Dlvlne‘fy iall and most divinely fair!

0Of course she will never kpow how
much her charmingly Intellectual and
chastely beautiful face has been to
me, and I only tell you because my
friends among the readers of the
“News' have carelessly accused me at
times of lacking appreciation of the
hetter-half of life.

I had a ride up the canyon some
time ago with 4 vivacious little widow
who was the unfortunate owner of an
Alta mine that had been devouring her
house for years. She was running
over with assertions of what she was
about to do to make the old camp live
again. I innocently asked why she
had not done so long before for her
own benpfit, An! sald she, T have
beep betrayed; I have been be—tray—
ed. Then I put my foot in my mouth
ag usual, by deelaring that if she
wonld show me the rascal who did 1t
there should be a stop put to his evil
dolngs.

Alta is profound. The hlasts along
her hills do not disturb her slumber.
There goeg on the little efforts of years
to jump others claims, steal what the
Iincautious prospectors leave in their
eabins or hunt for ore in mines that
bave been abandoned. Yet I believe she
will wake again. There 18 wealth yet
in old Emma. and when her owners
give over the poliey of employing snap
hunters to manage their property and

slowly '

give A practical, common seénas miner

eontrol, with orders to go down, they
will again find ore. '‘Then, there fs
plenty of uncut ground as good as that
of the olden time. All that I8 needed
ia perseverence and pluck. There is no
truth in the atories of malted mines up
here, and no oceasion to use salt. The
mountalns are bursting with mineral
and one of these days new men wil
reap the golden harvest. The output
of the present season must be credited
to the Clty Rocks, the Grizzly and the
Bryan, with a few sacks of ore from
several others. CHARLES ELLIS.
Alta, October 4, 1897,

MARICOPA STAaKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference of the
Maricopa Stake of Zlon was held at
Mega on the 20th and 21st inst, Presi-
dent Colllns K. Hakes and counselors
presiding. All the meetings were wejl
attended and the reports given in
showed the various organizations to
be In a healthy condition and the
Saints in this remote Stake steadily
increasing in falth and good works.

Although none of the general au-
thoritles were present to instruct us,
yet all the Eldera who addressed the
meetings spoke with more power and
demonpstration of the spirlt of truth
than ever before; and this was only
in fulfilment of promlises of the sei-
vants of God, for our beautiful house
I finished and entirely pald for. This
;wig the best conference we have ever
held,

Elder Isaac Dana was sustained as
Stake president of Y. M. M. I. A. with
Geo. F. Ellsworth and F. C. Johnson
as his counselors.

The health of the people in this land
ls  excellent. The past summer has
been the mildest yet known and now
we have ahead of us nine months of
the finest weather to be found any-
where. Truly the Latter-day Saints
of Maricopan Stake are a blessed peo-
ple. BEN F."LLE BARON,

-Stake Clerk.

MOUNTaIMN-PLAIN FESTIVAL.

Denver, Oct. 7th, 1897,

Denver, the city between Mountain
and Plain, has been for the past three
days aflre with the glint of silver and
gold—16 to 1—and the prineipal streets
of the city have been aglow with un-
countahle myriads of vari-colored in-
candescant lighta. The multitudinous
strings of Chinese lanterng strung
from every avajlable fastenng place,
croes and recross Streets and lawns,
made a spectacular ensemble that was
indeed gratifying to behold.

The streets have heen congested
with thausands moving here and there
lilke a mutable sea, ligtening to the
blare of the trumpets, the musle of in-
spiring bands, the huzzahs of Im-
measurable volces, the <¢at-calls of
boys and girls with Innumerable de-
vicea for making noise, all mingled
with the laughter, glee and merri-
ment of the thousands In the throng
who were present to ceicbrate the
Festlval of Mountain and Plain and
the '"slaves of the siiver Serpent.”

It is sald that at no time in the his-
tory of Colorado in general or of Den-
ver in particular, has there ever been
guch an outbrurst of the natural and
spontanecus vehement asseveration of
joy as there was during this year's
celebration.

The queen of the festival, Miss
Lillian Hurd of Denver, was selected
by the Woman's club, and the maids
of honor {48 In all) were selected by
hallot.

On Tuesday and Wednesday morn-
inge the visiting bands, numbering
thirty-two, contested for prizes at the
grand atand. After each day's con-
test the bands assembled in one unit-
ed bhand of nearlv 700 musiclans and

5683
marshed down Sixteenth streef, play-.
ing Socusa’s El1 Capltan mareh. The

harmony was perfect and was without
a doubt the greatest feature of the
whole program. Fifty thousand peo-
ple fell in Hne and followed the bands
down the street and the scene pre-
sented was "awe-full.” “Awe-full” is
the only word in the English language
that describes the sublimity of the
musle. The prize of $300 for the best
band was won by Telluride.

The features of the first day opened
up with a pageant of progress. First
a float of the cliff dweliers, then the
Indians representing the first settlers
of the plains; then the ploneers of
Colorado, who crossed the plaing in the
late 40's and early 50's. The detall was
carried out with much precision. 1In
many the original pralrie schooners
and harnesses were uged. Then came
fioats deseriptive of the early estab-
lishment of the city of Denver. depict-
Ing the gcenes and Inecidents of its ear-
ly settlement. These floats and this
portion of the parade were entirely In
charge of the ploneers’ assoclation, the
society beilng made up of men and wo-

men who came to Colorado prior to
1869. There are about 460 members
still lving. Following this division

came the decorated carriages, one of
the most beautiful features of the en-
tire prade. It made a string of about
three-quarters of a miile long. Then
came the allegorical floats representa-
tive of the growth of the country at
large and of Colorado In partleniar. AN
of them were of the higheat possible
clegance, in papler mache, and were
the ereation of an Englishman named
George E. Robinson, who built the re-
cent floats at Los Angeles in April tast
and at New Orleans for the Mardl
Gras. The floats furnished by the
various counties in some Instances cost
thousands of dollars. In every case
they told a story of the countles’
wealth and products showing the value
of the various minerals produced in the
mountaing and the fruits of the.irri-
gated pialns. Following thia division
came the floats of the businesa and
manufacturing establishmenta of Colo-
rado., Last but not least was the dis-
play of the Denver Chinese. Every
Chinaman employed in Denver prac-
tically went on strike ten days before
the festival began &nd =pent the time
in arranging the varlous and wonder-
ful displays. at a cost of nearly $20,-
o0, They hrought from the Orlent,
handg, hanners, implemente of war
and regalin which the priests of thelr
country wear when worshipping thelr
fnnumerahle gods. In a float, one of
the most beautiful in the parade, rode
five of thelr favorite gods and two
goddeages. Nanked on either side by
goldieras of the nrmy of Confucius.
Followinz the gnds came the hands
(7)., making the moat weird and horri-
ble music imaginabte, and with them
came Chinamen earrying box after box
of firecrackers, which they shot oft all
nlong the route of march. The end
of this diviglon and of the parade wans
the wonderful Chinese dragon. two
hundred feet In length, whieh erawled
nlong lhe streets to the horror of ¢hil-
Aren and horges. The head of the
dragon wnas made of green with glar-
ing eyes that shot out sIX feet and a
‘arge mouth out of whieh shot a
tongue of fire. The Anlmal was beau-
tifully grotesque. with asparkling scales
of sllver and gold. After the parade
the fire department gave an exhibition
of life-saving, ete., at the five-story
huilding erected for that purpose at
the grand stand (corner Colfax and
Broadway). The day’s program con-
cluded with an illuminated bleyele pa-
rande at 7 o'clock on the down town
gtreets, and Indlan games and fire-
worka at the eity park.

The second day was glven over to
frivolity. The lord of mirth ruléd the



