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the first general conference of the
young mens mutual improvement
associations convened in the taber-
nacle in this city at 10 this
morning assistant superintendent
janius E wells presiding A fair
sized audience was in attendance

the services opened by a select male
choir under the leadership of thomas

singing a glee
the opening prayer was offered by

elder earl G maeser
A part song by the select male choir

followed
BUEB JUNTOS V WELLS

reviewed the work f mutual improve-
ment among the saints dating back to
the organization of a society for the
cultivation of literary talent acquire-
ment of knowledge pertaining to
theology etc under the direction of
the prophet joseph smith and pre

by apostle heber C kirn
ball in nauvoo allusion was also
made to the organization of literary
and debating societies among the
young men and retrenchment societies
among the bonneyonne ladies which in time
gave way to young mens and young
ladies mutual improvement as-
sociations organized under the
direction of president brigham
sxoung and which within a
period 01 two years gained a foothold
in almost every ward throughout the
church and bad steadily increased la
numbers and influence for good there
were present today representatives
trem about twenty five stakes it was
a matter of regret that the general

were not able to at-
tend the conference as it would be
enjoyable to them and comforting to
all in attendance for them to be pres-
ent however it was expected that
they would be heard from by epistle
before the conference closed prayed
that the spirit of god might attend
speakers and hearers that all said and
dope might redound to the glory ol01

god and advancement of the cause in
which the assembly were engaged

ASSISTANT M H

expressed pleasure at baving the privi-
lege of presenting a few observations
on the government of abe associations
contrary to a very popular idea ate
antedates organization A thing is
organized because it is alive aad does
not live simply because organized an
organization was some time since ef-
fected but the spirit of the work ex-
isted the history of that
organized might be read with profit
it must be that many details have to
be encountered and overcome
an association mast be composed
of certain officers A circular
letter issued by president youna be-
fore the general organization might
serve to furnish the keynote e the
object thereof it was that the young
might be led to seek a testimony of the
truth that acting in harmony with the
lopal authorities of the wards organiz-
ations should be effected in every
ward that a president be selected and
elected who would act as president
with two counselors chosen by him
these with a secretly and treasurer

SET ether officers such as cor-
responding secretary librarian etc
be added the very genius et the as-
sociations would imply that the pres-
ident should be

A LEADING SPIRIT

able to harmonize and organize the
young people under his direction ex-
emplary in his life and exercising an
influence for good continually he
should be able ta assign the work to
be performed by members and examine
the questions propounded with a view
to the gaining of knowledge by the
members and should preside in digni-
ty the secretary should be a man who
could sense the sacredness of keep-
ing a truthful record understand bow
to report minutes etc other officers
should also be qualified for their
duties la the matter of stake or-
ganization the stake superintendent

necessarily be a high priest
who with his two counselors should
superintend the organization of as-
sociations as far as possible conduct
stake and district conferences busi-
ness meetings visit personally and
hold reviews in different portions of
the stake and acting as an educational
board keeping ahead of the organiza-
tions blocking out the work required
conducting examinations sign certifi-
cates of efficiency etc the certifi-
cates issued should show not only the
attendance of the members but the
progress made in the studies under
taken etc

sf RULES

be observed the work becomes com-
parativelyively simple it should be ob-
served that when an once
organized it is never disorganized a
suspensionsaspension of weekly meetings daring
a few months ot the year should not
require a reorganization of the asso

relations though if necessary new off-
icers might be elected on resuming the
regular meetings the business of
the meeting might be summed up in
the holding of council meetings the
seeking of the spirit of the lord and
faith in the work engaged in the asso-
ciationsciations serving as vehicles for the de-
velopment of the latent talents of its
members not intellectually alone but
in obber directions as well priest
craft should not be confounded with
priesthood reproof should be taken
when necessary and errors when
pointed out corrected it the meet-
ings be properlypioperly conducted the
weekly class meetings regularly held
the monthly conjoint meetings might
properly consist of reviews of weekly
work lectures should also be en-
couragedcouraged care being taken to secure
persons qualified to interest and in-
struct his bearers subjects al
blotted to them in regard to

cem
it would be necessary for the stake

to group the associa-
tions and make arrangements lor in
ter labor the

attending personally the meet-
ings if possible of every association in
the staffe and occasionally calling to-
gether in cacti district meetings of the
associations it comprises in addition
to these stake conferences should be
held semi tall conference
showing the preparation lor the win
tere work and the spring conference
giving ane results showing what
mas been done raring the winter

in regard to membership young
mens should be charac-
teristicallycally composed of young men
and the age had been suggested to be

14 to 30 years there would then
be a relationship between the young
mens associations and the primary as-
sociations

the officers ot associations should
properly be the leaders of the recre-
ations engaged in by the young people
of the community tha analyses ot
subjects published in past volumes of
the contributor would afford an oat

for the study of the scriptures and
the delivery of an interesting series of
progressive lectures the pure basic
studies of theology history literature
and science to be engaged in by the
associations aers outlined in the ana-
lyses referred to and upon these the
associations build if they hope
to progress

the select male choir sang a glee

MUSIC ul THE associations
professor evan stephens who had

been selected to lecture upon

the subject of music having a severe
superintendent E H anderaoncold

was called upon to read bis lecture for
him which he did as follows

of its uses in the associationsA few
should be A means of worship to

the minds of thosa assembledbring the exercisesstate torinto a proper
which follow to bring a ing
feeling into the heart by its soothing

influence to drawennoblingand
the minds ot all into oae purpose by

all joining in the same song or
either of the same feeling by con

the minds on the same sub
ceatrating

eject to entertain not to amuse to
improve each individual member in
general and aboe in this respect tal-
ented in particular in this refined ac-
complishment by a hearty encourage-
ment ot every point of excellence to
give practice experience and training
to aid by its influence in ennobling and
refining the tastes and feelings of
youth
its abuses generally consist of indiffer-
ent poor or worse renditions of the
musical exercises aad in making inap-
propriateprop selections both are gen-
erally the result of an eroneous idea
that it matters but little is sung
or how it is sung so long as the usual
amount of singing is indulged in As
well think that it matters not what
kind of water we bathe in filthy or
clean so long as we bath

all the alms of our associations tend
to one great end the improvement of
the members morally and religiously
and I1 take it that every exercise on
their programmedgrammespro or article in their
bylawsby laws or resolutions which does
not directly or indirectly lead to this
end must be out of place formal ex-
ercises without any special aim should
nave no place at our meetings let us
consider what part music holds ft is
safe to say that one third of the time
of meetings is devoted to it how im-
portant then that this one third should
be made an effective means to the de
sired end nothing can 80 bugnit tae
usefulness ol01 anything as inferiority of
alie article even bread the staff of
life when poorly made becomes the
bane of the housewives table so badly
rendered music becomes harrowing to
the soul degrading instead of elevat-
ing the mind making the speaker ner-
vous and irritable instead ox inspiring
him on to his theme many a one
offering prayer after the first hymn
would were he to express the feelings
of his heart begin with lord have
mercy upon these poor singers such
must be the result of the want of
proper preparation and attention the
cause may be tar reaching extending
probably through the entire organiza-
tion and even beyond still the disease
it properly attacked is not incurable

we are prone to be too aimless and
formal in this work we should aim
to have suitable selections suan as
would have a tendency to at once
bring the minds of all present to toe
work they had met to accomplish
while on this subject let us consider
the musical contents of the pro
gramme we generally have a song
by so and so an instrumental sola
etc these are as generally unsuitable
lovie darling do me we

never speak as we pass by and such
aimless meaningless ditties too often
form a sad contrast to essays on relig-
ious and moral topics while songs
with beautiful sentiments such as

the noble boy of truth have
courage my boy to say no the vil-
lage blacksmith etc seldom find a
place

an influence for good could be exer-
cised by encouraging instrumentalists
on instruments that tend to elevate
and bring the young into desirable so-
ciety and surroundings the piano
and organ are preeminentpre eminent lor these
qualities and should be most encour-
aged they are the home instruments
they are the instruments above all
others that cavite the son and daughter
to stay at home and enjoy the society
of father and mother brother and sis-
ter they are the instruments that
best of all unlock the mysteries of the
divine art to the student either of
these with the voice makes a complete
whole and they offer no inducements
to street parading either night or day
how many of our young men today
waste much nearly all of their spare
time in little bands out on the streets
playing mouth harmonicasharmonicas banjos
and guitars the good they derive
from the sweet but superficial
is more than counteracted by the
habits formed and the time wasted
boys are the parents home treasures
and home influence is necessary to

noble useful men of them
sakewe would guard them against
using tobacco drinking liquors ha
bidual street rambling ai huper
ocial enjoyment and wasting all the
precious time of youth on trifles and
encourageenc them only in that that has
within itself no danger but orthe
other hand endless progress in that
which is beautiful refining and happy
tying it will be well to encourage
singing organ and piano playing above
all else in music as they tend more
than all else to good results morally
religiously and artistically

that which will be of the most last-
ing service and at the same time the
greatest present benefit shouldbe used
the peculiar aim of our associations
calls for a particular style of music and
boags a style not yet supplied by our
composers a happy mixture of the
religious and secular without being
trifling we want that music thai has
in it the vigor and sprightliness of
youth to DC as as pos-

sible it should generally be so ar-
i ranged that it could be advanta-
geously sung by either male or
female voices alone or together

1 and supplied with a melody sufficiently
attractive to be useful it alone
A collection of such music would be
equally useful to the young mens and
young ladies associations and the
young missionary possessing a voice
would be supplied with a good stock
of the missionaries great friend and
helper suitable songs and hymns
with which to open services and to
entertain the kind hearts who may
take him in on this point letme quote
from a letter I1 have from a friend on a
mission the boags I1 learned at your
class are invaluable to me I1 never
sang a song in a house yet but a wel-
come was assured me all night ana
generally ever afterward if we sing
well the prejudice ot the people seems
to suddenly vanish and they will listen
to what we have to say this mode of
charming any evil influence is by no
means new it was in vogue in sauls
and davids days and it is yet as

as ever
in order to make it what it should be

in our associations then we need first
a collection of music published spe-
cially composed to fill these peculiar
requirements etien u suan a man is
not already in the association spare
no effort to enlist the interest of a ca-
pable musician to take charge of the
singing and make it even excel that of
the ward choirs it wall abot hart the
young people to remunerate such a
man though doubtless the greatest
incentive to set him to work would be
a belief that there was a determination
to excel in the hearts of the young peo-
ple the last fifteen or twenty min-
utes of every meeting could well be
spared for practice it would be a far
better use of time than that now gene
rally spent in the singing exercises ef
these meetings and we must admit
that one of toe most difficult things to
find is time for practice

association choirs should be formed
not to do the entire singing but to lead

I1 the rest and occasionally to render a
selection to stimulate such a reform
in music as soon as a certain degree of
proficiency is attai some associ-
ations it would be well for two or
more to meet together to sing with and
for each other this could go on until
we could have grand musical festivals
of improvement association singers
in connection with our conferences
here the material tor a fresh grand
vigorous choir of voices is
today ready lor use among me associa-
tions within miles oi salt lake
city we haye musical works by home
authors lying in their desks ready for
them to come forward and render in
unequaled grandeur then why do
we slumber and go begging for singers
when we could make the world look on
with wonder admiration and surprise
when will we come up to the inspired
genius of the man who planned this
building and placed this mighty king
of instruments here to put to shame
the little few who try to make them
selves heard at its feet when can we
say the organ is too weak for the
voices Is it not the place of the mu-
tual improvement to at-
tain to this who should it the youth
the strength of the people as repre-
sented in them do not must children
with their sweet but voices
do it or should the aged whose harps
have with longy but noble usage at alst
become unstrung perform the task
let the future answer

let not this hint of mine cause any
one to indulge in grand dreams of mu-
sical festivals and neglect the work
that will make them possible fatal
though common error the grand
structure can only appear when stone
after stonehas been laid

begin and continue right and the
grand final result is assured and in
deed the little results to each individ-
ual member of each individual associ-
ation are the greatest of all let us SQ
to at once and let music fulfillfulfil her noble
mission of good in the ireat work we
are engaged in

J BRANT

said it was gratifying to him
such instructions aad
were heard this morning realized that
but little benefit would be derived
from listening to them however un-
less reduced to practice believed that
a great deal of the time of mutual im-
provementpro associations was
ably consumed through an effort to
make the meetings entertaining and
attractive to both sexes if men once
became inspired with the responsibil-
ity resting upon them and could realize
the good to be accomplished by devot
aag their energy to the acquirement of
knowledge they would cease engaging

in frivolity and apply themselves to
study testified that much good had
been accomplished through the med-
ium of the improvement associa-
tions

the statistics of the world showed
that the tendency was to dry up the
fountains of life check increase and
destroy offspring by the thousand but
god had called upon the saints to mul-
tiply and replenish the earth and they
were doing so out of their own
mouths should the world be judged it
was stated in published statistics that

numbering 1560 to 2000 not
sunday school students could be

mustered but go among the latter
day saints and it would be found that
in a population of 1000 there would be
from to sabbath school stu-
dents

ELDER VM S

said it was very gratifying to notice
the progress made by the im-
provementpro associations was re-
minded of the saying of the savior
that he came nol to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance and felt that
stronger efforts should be madeko re-
claim the wayward to check the
downward course of persons who had
not yet been brought under the influ-
ence of the associations it was fool-
ish for any to advocate precepts which
they failed to carry out in practice
some young people might be found
who though not naturally bad
lacked the moral courage to
incur ridicule and opposition
by making known their real convic-
tions or observing the precepts of
their religion illustrated from his
own experience the effect of firmness
in refraining from indulgence pro-
hibited by our religion and testified
that those who would do so would
gain rather than forfeit respect by such
a course

S part song was sung by the male
choir

benediction by J golden kimball
2 P M the congregation was

called to order by elder junus F
wells and professor evaa stephen
juvenile class sang welcome to all

prayer was offered by elder charles
deuey

professor evan stephens juvenile
class then sang jerusalem

elder james A langton read an
essay libraries and bead-
ing follows

while the subject upon walca I1 dis-
course today is not a new one it has
received comparatively little attention
in our territory toe thoughtful per-
son cannot but recognize in this a
grave subject and A wide one I1 shall
however only attempt to bring before
you a few simple thoughts which press
themselves upon me hopeful that if I1
err in my judgment you will profit by
my errors and if I1 am right you may
be benefited by a confirmation of
truth

enter the library and you stand in the
presence of thousands upon thousands
of books and manuscripts collected
from all ages and climes tier upon
tier and case upon case they range
themselves around you and above you
and with a voiceless eloquence invite
to a perusal of their pages tou have
herein the words of emerson a com-
pany of the wisest and wittiest men
that could be picked out of all civil
countries in a thousand years they
have set m best order the results of
their learning and wisdom the men
themselves were hid and inaccessible
solitary impatient of interruption
fenced by etiquette bat the thought
which they did not uncover to their
bosom friend is here written outto us
the strangers of another age lucain
brief is a library

the student of history cannot fail to
note that these consulting roams have
been a powerful agency in the develop
ment and enlightenment of mankind
that the progress made in civilization
and the spread of that universal
knowledge which enrichesso the world
today is attributable in a great
measure to the ot
and the sa together ef books
the repositories of knowledge when
we consider that all that has been
effectively thought said or done from
drea tiona dawn down to the present
taime has found its record in the pages
of books we will understand that to
collect arrange and set in order these
instructors is a noble task a task that
has wholesome fruit and
tended to enrich the heart of the
laborer

the ancients who spent years in
making that which is now the work of
a few days hoarded up their treasures
in libraries of stone we learn that
the philosopher aristotle was the farat
greek collector of books and that in
his library not the least of the treas-
ures were his own works the classic
greek and latin writers make frequent
allusions to the libraries of the past
and modern discoveries tell us that the

of libraries and museums
was a very important feature in the
economy of the ancients

probably the largest collection of
literature prior to the invention of
printing was the alexandrian library
formed by ptolemy I1 and ptolemy II11

of egypt at the suggestion of deme-
trius Phalerlus he became a fugitive
irom bis native country aad found
refuge at the egyptian court while
there he spoke with admiration of the
public libraries at athens and suc-
ceeded in infusing a desire among the
egyptians to emulate the example of
ithe athenians this culminated in the
establishment of the alexandrian
library demetriusDemei rius was chosen pres-
ident and he diligently employed him
self in the collection of the literature
of all nations this collection in-
creased from time to time until it
numbered some volumes and
the institution became renowned tor
its excellence connected with the
library was a college or retreat tor
learned meu called the
they were maintained at public ex-
pense

the library the public
library of the university of oxford
so called from sir thomas bod-
ley furnishes a very bright ex
ample ot beneficence many 01 me
previous collections of books and
manuscripts belonging to this
tion were destroyed during the reign
of edward VI besides restoring the
building and providing a fund ot 2000
for the purchase of books sir thomas
bodley also presented a collection
which he had made on the continent
valued at and an estate for the
maintenance of officers and for keep-
ing the library in repair this library
was first opened to the public novem-
ber jtb 1602 the example of
bodley was followed by other
benevolent persons aad the num-
ber ot volumes Is constantlyconstaatly
increasing by donations and by the
copyright law which entitles it to a
copy of every work printed in the
united kingdom vast collec-
tion fc about volumes

a wilderness of books and is re-
markable not only for its size but for
the peculiar character of its
numbers an adequate account of the
bibliographical curiosities which are
accumulated here would nil a goodly
volume truly may the scholar
as he sits in the reading cells and cur-
tained cages of old bodley enrby
in its antiquity redolent of old bind-
ings fragrant with moth scented cov
erlings say with southeySonthey

my days among the dead are passed
around me I1 behold

these casual eyes are cast
the of old

I1 call beur attention to one
of the prominent libraries of our own
country I1 quote from an article en-
titled A new public library by
james grant wilson

for halt a century james lennax
well known as among the most benevo-
lent and wealthy citizens of new york
and as a highly cultivated scholar has
been quietly gathering together what
he himself has designated as a collec-
tion of printed books
engravings and maps statuary
paintings drawings and other
works of art which with the
building new containing them
has been presented as a free gift to
the public the river has also de
dared that no necessary sum of money
shall be withheld to complete the
collection upon a scale commensurate
with the intellectual wants of new
york the value of the gift to
the scholars aad students of
the country cannet be overrated

alme labor nor money has
been in collecting treasures of
art and literature the like of whichcannot ae found in the land in the
departments of early american history
biblical bibliography and elizabethan
literature this library supplies an
hiatus which exists in the astor
and all other public
libraries in many respects it
leads the world surpassing
even abr large and noble collection
of the british museum among the
many interesting manuscriptmanu scrip s is wash
antonsin tons farewell address pronounced
by a great english historian the
wisest of all uninspired writings itwas acquired by mr lennox lor the
trifling sum of looking at this
and other manuscript remains ef il-
lustriouslust rious men reading the same
papers now perhaps yellow and
faded on which the writers bands
rested we seem to be all but in con-
tact with the areat heirs ot fame

thereis such a story in every blot
so much of character in every flourish
of the meaning in every word

traced or interlinkedinterlinedInter lined that such holographs answer most of the purpose ol01a personalpersoaal intimacy and we shouldnot perhaps wonder at the prices paidfor a signature a few verses from apoets pen or several sheets of papercontaining the original farewell ad-
dress of a great and good man likewashington

the value of books as a means of
culture is at this day recognized by allmen it is self evident that more
knowledge is derivable fram reading
and reflection upon what is read than
from any other source A literarytaste is at once the most efficient in-strumentment of self education and thesource of enjoyment if theriches of both indies said fenelon

if athe crowns of all the kingdoms ofeurope were laid at my feet in ex-
change for my love of reading I1 wouldspurn them all next to a good col-
lege a good library may well be chosenas a means of education A book in
reality is a voiceless teacherand a great library is a vir

university its benefits extend to
all classes for by promoting universaleducation a people are renderedmore competent tu secure theirown welfare and the welfare of
those dependent upon them liter-ary biography is crowded with in-stance upon instance of the great men
who attribute much of their success inme 10 me public library of their nativetown or city lord macauley having
asked an eminent soldier and diplo-
matist who enjoyed the confidence of
the first generals and statesmenstates mea of the
age te what he owed bis accomplish-
ments was informed that he ascribed
it to the fact that he was quartered in
his young days in the neighborhood of
an excellent library to which he hadaccess the late belgian minister
M van de weyer in his evidence be
tore the select committee of the house
of commons on public libraries said
respecting their advantages in the
cause of education we have found
in our young man a great change in
their habits and a progress in the de-
velopment of their minds since the in-
crease of our libraries

without libraries it would be impos-
sible to attain more than a moderate
amount ot knowledge on any great
branch of art literature or science
take the young man ot our territory
today who has tasted to same extent
the sweets of literature he has a
keen vigorous appetite for knowledge
an earnest desire to be abreast with his
age such a young baan is not content
to feed upon a few authors even
though each be a library the means
with which to purchase books he has
not and is thus left without the tools
so necessary at this period the thresh-
old of life fur his development and
happiness place now a good library
at his disposal and what a wholesome
effect it would have upon him and
through him upon those with whom he
mingled

there are many individuals who de-
sire valuable information regarding
their chosen vocations after a per-
son has chosen a profession be devires
to educate himself in that particular
branch thoroughly and if need be to
the exclusion of all other reading in
order to do this he must read
not only the text of his profes-
sion but the notes and com-
mentariesment aries he must read the his-
tory and tae the tact and
the fiction in short everything that
has even a upon his subisub i

act should be read but where the pub-
lic library does not exist such running
down of literature would be to many
a matter of impossibility again how
precious are the minute fragments of
time which are wasted by the young
especially by those who are toiling in
the mints of knowledge if the cosy
cheerful reading room connected with
atje library answered no purpose other
than the gathering from the streets
and bywaysby ways of those who squander
time the stuff of which life is
made it would be a sufficient
argument in its favor we cannot
doubt what the library Is a nucleus
around which all that is good intel

refining and progressive will
rally every town city and village
should have one and every family
should have the berca of one A home
without beoka or music think of it
a house without furniture a valley
without rivers or babbling brooks a
forest without birds or sunshine let
me here advise all young men to begin
making a collection of books in this
connection I1 beg of you all to read
washington irvings delightful sketch
entitled boscoe mr bescoesBoscoes
valuable library was sold under the
hammer of the auctioneer and to his
books upon parting he addresses the
following beautiful lines
aadne who destined from his friends to

part
regrets ills losabat hopes again
to share their converse and enjoy their

smile
and tempers as he may afflictions dart

thus loved associates chiefs of elder art
teachers of wisdom who could once

beguile
my tedious hours and lighten every toil
I1 now resign you nor with fainting heart
for pass a few short years or days or

hours
and happier seasons may their dawn

unfold
and all your sacred fellowship restore
when freed from earth unlimited its

powers
mind shall with mind direct communion

hold
and kindred spirits meet to part no more

such was the love of Boscoe he who
lie pompeysPom column at alexandria

towered alone in classic dignity for
his books and such must be the love

of any young man who
would become a blessing and a bene
factor to his countrymen I1 have
written thus at length upon the util-
ity f the public library because I1 am
of the opinion that when a commun-
ity becomes thoroughly impressed with
the importance of an undertaking
strenuous efforts will be made in that
direction and while circumstances
may frown upon ones endeavors aar a
time earnestness of purpose and en-
ergy when combinedcomo ined with intellectual
acuteness are sure to conquer in the
end

the public libraries of our own and
other countries derive their most sub-
stantial aid from donations men ot
wealth recognizing abe benefits which
such institutions confer upon society

1 give freely to their founding and main-
tenancetenance

it often happens that college and
university libraries are supported by
those who were once students of the
institution the on becoming
solid men of business become also

benefactors of their abna mater by
leaving handsome legacies now ft
would appear to me that among us
earnest efforts should bo made to cre-
ate a more universal taste for the best
literature I1 do not say that
we value books and reading less
than the people of other countries

lecture entitled kings
Tieasuras enters bis protest against
the english people despising literature
says he what do we as a nation
care about books how much do you
think we spend altogether on our
libraries public or private as com-
pared with what we bhend on our
horses if a man spends lavish lyon
his library yon call him mad a

maniac but you never call any
one a horse maniac though men

I1 ram themselves every day by
their horses and you do not hear
ot people ruining themselves by
their books or to go lower astl
how much do you think the contents
of the bookshelvesbook shelves of the united
kingdom public and private would
fetch as compared with the contents ot
its wine calure we talk of food for
the mind as of food tor the body now
a good book contains such food inex-
haustibly it is a provision for life and
for the beat part of us yet how long
most people would look at the best
book before they would give the price
of a large turbot for

these remarks are to a certain ex-
tent applicable to us as a community
but notwithstanding I1 ana ready to be-
lieve that there are many benevolently
inclined persons ia our territory that
would give liberally to the founding of
libraries and reading rooms if proper
steps were taken to secure such en-
dowmentsdow ments and to make a judicious use
of them this would oe in di

keeping with the character of the
mens improvement associa-

tions what organization is better
qualified to take this
nihility then let a public meeting be
called and have those who are de
sirons of establishing a library organ-
ize themselves nto an association for
that purpose call upon philanthropic
men to donate liberalalibe raly solicit dona

and through the public
press prepare a series of entertain-
ments lectureslectares etc and charge a
small admittance fee letting it be
known for what purpose they are
given give public
cal concerts dramatic representations
picnics etc and let the object to be
attained be thoroughly advertised
everywhere other ways and means
of raising funds will suggest them-
selves when the work is properly in
hand and I1 trust that the time is not
far distant when there shall exist in
salt lake city a free circulating
library first class in every particular
and under the management of the im-
provementpro associations connected
with this I1 hope to see reading boms
of a pleasant and attractive character
thoroughly supplied with wholesome
literature and open to all clean and

1 orderly persons at all times of alie day
and evening this central library

would incompletebe without tributary
libraries in each county seat and also
less extensive ones in every town and
village the books found upon the
shelves should be carefully chosen by
those eminent in literature and sound
of judgment they should be best in
every kind prepared in the most per

possible divided into pleasant
volumes light in the hand beautiful
and strong and thorough examples of
binders work every province of
learning both ancient and modern

hould have its treatises biography
history poetry fiction travel scien-
tific works theological works criti-
cism philosophy pedagogy essays
reviews magazines dictionaries etc
etc together with the most perfect
system of cataloguercataloguescatal indexes and
books of reference the works of our
home authors should occupy an im-
portant place in the alcoves of our
public libraries when you read a
book written by one whom you know
you are far more interested in it than
in a strangers book what works are
so calculated to inspire faith in god
and love of home as the literary efforts
of those whom we love both for their
goodness and purity of life and the
brightness of their intellects made so
by the inspiration of god A thorough
system of grading should be carried on
from the central to alie tributaryDutarytri
libraries let the library in the
small town supply the reader with
those books which should be read
first recognizing the fact that
there is a natural order of acquire
ments to illustrate for young
readers biography is better than his-
tory history than philosophy and
descriptive poetry than metaphysical
and so on through every department
of learning after reading the works
in the town library the student may
apply to his stake library and there
get a higher class of literature prom
here he may go to the central library
which should supply him with the
masterpiecesmaster pieces of literature even the
ripest scholar is puzzled to know what
books he shall read among the myriads
that clamour for his attention tor this
reason I1 cannot but think that every
library should be with a pro-
fessor of books and reading it is not
enough to merely introduce the
student to these quarries of knowledge
he should be taught to sink his
shafts and how to work them A
librarian should be a scholar and a
ripe and good one that he may

properly direct the minds of the inex-
periencedperienced in conclusion I1 desire to
say that there are many useful and
excellent modes in which a man may
benefit his kind he who relieves the
sick and the poor is a benefactor of
his species but he of all others is en-
gaged in nbc noblest work who seeks
to elevate intellectually morally and
religiously the minds of his fellows

owing to the indisposition of bessie
dean the duet which was to have been
sung by that lady aad nellie druce
bagaleyPagaley was not rendered but an
organ solo was given instead by prof
jorj daynes

following
STUDY OF HIS toby

elder J M tanner delivered a lec-
ture on the sandy and lessons of
history as follows

I1 accepted this appointmentappoint meat with
s cue degree of confidence because I1
believedbei eved I1 was familiar with many dis-
advantages which our young people
have had to meet not only in the study
of history but in those incentives
chich lead to systematic historic
reading it has been customary with
many to devise plans for such study
bat intellectual food like bodily nour-
ishmentishment must bear some relation-
ship to the already existing ingredi-
ents of the brain in the body how-
ever the action of the various organs
excites the appetite and the appetite
makes its demands involuntarily
beading ia not necessary to the exist
ence of the brain and whatever appe-
tite for it is possessed must be cre-
ated and the action is therefore aolua
tary the brain will assimilate usual-
ly just what its appetite demands
not only in quality but in quantity
so that when the appetite is once
awakened the brain texture selects
such intellectual food as may be as-
similatedsimi with its component parts

all men do not care to be fed
on the same intellectual food
any mere than they all prefer the same
diet the law of natural selection
must be respected to draw up an
intellectual bill of fare according to
some one alses liking may be no more
fitting to the brain than to a
jews stomach

one often meets ill mannered people
ano are always asking their acquaint-
ances sometimes strangers if they
have read ibis or that book just de
cause they think it popular probes
sors of literature frequently rehearse
to the public the familiar expression
chat no man that has not read dick-
ens works can be considered a well
educated man yet it may be con-
sistently said there are thousands and
thousands of well educated foreigners
who never saw bickens works again
thousands of such men have lived be-
fore dickens was born it is not then
an essential ingredient of a good edu-
cation A german might depreciate
his own countrymen that are ignorant
of goethe or schuller so that such
reading after all belongs more to the
conventionalities of certain society
than to the support and development
of the intelligence

it is not then always wise to develop
a plan of reading to no all minds but
after an appetite has commenced to
manifest itself let a student satisfy
himself bi reading that which he is
mo it curious to know that wh
own brainpall s for

some now think that because history
commences with adam the beginner
must go away back into ancient times
for readings that to begin
properly tae study of history is to be-
gin rethe history of man begins
the student is told what well informed
people ought to aney bugni
to be able to talk about he has no
appetite for historical reading and no
idea therefore what he wants some
one puts into his hand rollas an-
cient some work treating in
detail ethnological questions or it
may be some unsolved problems of
antiquity no one need doubt the ef-
fects of aich a course his mind is
baffled hei becomes discouraged if
be reads sach a boob through simply
to boast of having read something that
ought to be known it will be at the
expense oja future incentives to read
he can neier make any application of
it because it is beyond his brain
power i

some one else recommends that he
read the history of england france
or an abridged work of
course may be some childs history
in which successions of kings queens
and parliaments serve admirably well
to confuse his mind and withhold from
him the real pectoral life of the people
court life not may but usually
does differ so pointedly from the cus-
toms and hafits of the masses that an
ordinary abridged or childs history
presents royalty tor national life and
really makes wrong impressions upon
the mind this evil is every
where manifest in consequence of such
books speak of english history and
the majority of readers will at once
think if tjien do net express it oh
yes william the conqueror henry

or bromwell they know the
character f william but not that of
the people they are familiar with the
leading tri its of cromwell but ig-
norant life of the masses
li all haac i and queens had an event
mi career n which the practical les-
sons onal life could be imparted
thew aej d be some excuse for wad
ilg an 1 ar-
ranging tn m in chronological order
but of them are figure
heads or i als tor unscrupulous men
short JUat wies if logical order be ad-
hered to observe all thiis un
interest ingi chronology and roval anc
cessor ships unabridged histo iles

and too philo-
sophical fl beginners they perplex
contuse aad baffle the mind it may
taen be aalee it neither unabridged
bor histories are becom

wn at other class remains to

hl bolto argue that no national
profitably placed in the

aana ot b inners it the young man
eak of those to be aalf
g succeed in reading a ahls

zt i at the peril of bia intel
p satisfy the fashion-

able denial ds of self styled educated

frN little animation he is like
TO have will be due to

sae wantai career of one or two
rational characters why

not then select such characters for his
y and recommend

ati once it goes
loto faithfully portray the
ie s habits customs and

the age the study of
an analytic-

al procesa pi the mind a process not
devdevelopedelope in the minds

ft we dont advocate variety
in the child the stomach
egins with a single article of food

and in of its maturity be-
comes of assimilating a great
nouell variety why then mix up an

diet of chronology royal
successions political questions of aa

aint international concern in

multitudinous forms for an untrained
mind I1 ibave frequently asked what
we style self made men when they be-
gan a systematic course of reading in
national histories I1 dont rememberan instance in which the period fell
below thirty their reading they said
before that time bad all been promis-
cuous if they had begun with the
essence of history biographies there
is no reason why they might not have
reached a systematic and complex
course of reading many years earlier
in life boswell that prince of biog-
raphers might consistently lay more
claim to have written a history than
many who have compiled all the prin-
cipal events from the days of julius
caesar till the present time the
picture he has drawn of english life in
the days of johnsoa la so meritorious
in its reality as to carry one into the
very presence of all society of his age
it is however an advanced style of
biography to meet the demands of
biographical reading for the young
numerous publications might be
cited without too great a
digression from the subject I1 might
mention the excellent biographies of
mr abbott published by harper
brothers besides biography news-
paper sketches of modern travels his-
torical events of the day and the curi
josities of our 0 WB times may be ad-
vantageously introduced how re

it is that we take so much
more pains to learn the history of the
past than that of the present if
parents would bay instead of
history of civilization gibbons de-
cline and fall of the roman empire
Ban crofts history of the pacific
states an encyclopedia and one or
two judiciously selected illustrated
journalsour nals some good results would be

attained by the investment
how painful and yet how illustra-

tive it is to enter a friends home and
have pointed out to you a library
bought to be in the literary fashion
you are tod that he has this or that
author complete they are books pro
bably he himself has no patience to
ait down and read much less has his
childredchild reh that patience it would be
torture to them thus more than
one halt our private libraries
are selected and private libraries are
often obtained with less dis-
cretion this hower bears bat indi-
rectly upon bay subject and yet I1 can-
not suppress a wish that one ot the
subjects to be treated on thia occasion
had been books how to get them
and how to use them w

in opening my remarks I1 showed
that the mental appetite which incites
one to read must be voluntary and
that the brain food must bear some re-
lationshiplationship to the already existing in-
gredients of the brain if that which
we read be not assimilated in the
drain it affords just about aa much
intellectual nourishment as scraps of
paper would physical nourishment if
taken into the stomach they would
pass through ine system out mats
all and the intellectual like the phys-
ical appetitesappetiteis the best indicator of the
food that can be assimilated it re-
mains therefore to be demonstrated
how a healthy mental appetite can be
awakened

in the first place our
badly in need of reconstruction and
then the money to be expended in the
future should be more judiciously dis-
tributedtributed there should be a run-
ning and reference library the
former should consist of at least
one daglish weekly newspaper one
illustrated english journal say the
illustrated london news or the graphic

one home monthly say harpers and
harpers weekly ave paper for wit
and humor say buek and maybe two
new york weeklies THIS list might
be modified or inci eased to suit the
taste and financial capabilities of the
several societies at least one half of
the money usually expended annually
should be devoted to the running li-
brary newspaper holders might be
secured or better still pasteboard
coverings in atlas form with an elastic
to keep them in their place and keep
them from being soiled the illus
grated weeklies and monthlies should
be well bound at the close of each
year the newspapers might also be
bound but what would be still better
association scrap books could be kept
and a committee appointed to clip se-
lect and classify the most importingimport int
articles this would in a very few
years provide a libb 0 the most
valuable illustrated works the
territorial library committee
could obtain all these peri-
odicals at reduced rates
if the associations were united in
adopting a system of
librarians should be the most judi-
ciously selected officers lonae
evenings the societysoc fety convenes
the house should be in order an hour
before time to open the meeting in
one corner or at the side a suitable
table or tables should be provided
with lights and prepared by a distribu-
tion of association periodicals with
one or two handsomely illustrated
volumes belonging to the reference
library it is rarely one meets a youth
that is not fond of looking at pictures
and the pictures at first may furnish
an hours pas the subject of
the illustrations and the desire for an
explanation of them will soon fasten
the curious mind on the text this
curiosity awakens an appetite and a
laste for the first promiscuous reading
has been created this process of the
mind abon suggests te the reader what
he wants to knowlandkno wand he will follow
the bent of his mind whether in his-
tory science or art the illustrations
then become the subject of conversa-
tion and the ear as well as
serves as a medium of communication
to the brain the active librarian
will have familiarized himself before-
hand with the most interesting arti
cles and can with good effect arrange
a bulletin from which the members
may select the to them most instruc-
tive reading an hour or an hour and
a half will be devoted to the regular
exercises so that an hour may be
pr passed especially during
the winter season after meeting hours
in a continuation of study at the ta
bles young people who carelessly
avoid the associations may be invited
to go and look over the pictures and
thus be led on to active participation
ia the exercises

the good effects of such a system I1
have observed abroad and have
strong faith in its efficacy among us

again no provision hafs been made
for geographical references in connec-
tion with historical readings no
proper conception of history can DC

drawn nor can interest be awakened
as long as geographical knowledge is
wanting how many of our libraries
contain maps as aids to history and
yet the map system is so complete
and references so full and the maps of
all countries folding for library pur-
poses can be procured at little ex-
pense many of our young people are
given to pass much of their spare time
in reading but baneful novel reading

their attention nor is this
undesirable habit so huchto be won-
dered at when consideration is taken
for the class of that fill both the
family and association libraries we
canet have the standard authors but
standard authors seldom furnish suit-
able juvenile reading besides we
labor under the misguiding principle
of reading what is popular instead of
that which will increase the capacity
of thinking for ourselves one ounce
of brain lood properly assimilated ia
worth more than volumes of stimu-
lants hence it is we often meet men
that never read a book through in their
lives and yet possess more intellectual
force than persistent readers read-
ing is but one way of gaining intelli-
gence and history is but one class of
reading history however may enter
into every class ef knowledge in an
incidental way I1 am not here setting
forth a plan for professional history
that would in our present circum-
stances be so premature

if the impetus which has
been given to association work
be followed up it is not vain to
hope that professional work in historic
research will some day in the not dis-
tant future characterize these very im-
portant organizations

A most excellent auxiliary I1 mast
not here forget to mention history
might become as laminar 10 us as oni

tongue it we combined proper
itebe sese ot hearing with that of

ht as we do in the acquisition of
loud reading in the home

circle I1 fear has not been fully appre-
ciated and practiced

if we sold fifty per cent of our li-
braries lor fifty per cent on the dollar
and invested fifty per cent of the pro-
ceeds in a running library and the
other fifty per cent to suitable juven-
ile works I1 am sure much more goodcould be accomplished make themost efficient member of the associa-tion president and the next bentliin the way I1 cave indicated
institute a free reading room in every
organization let a lover of historybe consulted in the recommendation ofthe libraries and the subject which I1am here today to represent is certainto receive that attention which itsposition in the formost ranks of ascholastic education entitles it tosecretary geo C lambert followed
with the reading of the summary ofthe statistical report the thirty oneof forty three stakes reported show a
membership of a full report
would give probably membersbuptsupt LB Martineauot cache stakeaddressed the conference dwellingparticularly upon the membership oftae associations and the duties re

quiren of those connected therewith
he remarked that an important ques-
tion which should occupy the attention
of members and especially of officers of
associations is how can the young
make themselves useful to society to
laake a living for themselves and
others and leave an honored name be-
hind them he had noticed that many
of the young spent much time and
means in the smoking of cigarettes
useless idleness drinking etc
failing to benefit themselves or
others the time would come when
such would feel to say to their more
studious industrious aad thrifty fel-
lows divide with us your subr
stance it was of such material as
loafers that anarchists were made
such should be reached after and re-
claimed by the associations

stephens juvenile class saag
goodnight
the closing prayer was offered by

buptsupt chulip Stringharo of jinnah
stake

there was another large congrega-
tion assembled in the tabernacle at 8

on saturday evening the
meeting was called to order by elder

the ladies and childrens chorus
sang the hymn
hail to the brightness of zions glad morn

morningtomornin gT
joy to the lands that in darkness have

lain
prayer by superintendent john F

All reel of sanpete stake
elder evan stephens and sister ag-

nes thomas sang a duet
god bless oar mountain home

with chorus by the ladles and chi-
ldrens classes

OF THE boob of
the following lecture on this subject
was delivered by elder thomas A
shreeve

the book of mermon is the most
perfect historical work in existence

bible is t the old world the
book of mormon is and more to this
hemisphere within its covers are
contained descriptions of the peoplingpeo pline
of these lands of north and south
america of the rise and fall of na-
tions of the extermination of races
and of the most sublime method of
government ever gives to mankind

this book call it the
golden bible they mean to be sar-
castic but they are only truth tal it
is a golden bible for truth is precious
as gold in the words of the prophet
joseph smith the book of mormon
is the keystone of our sacred religion

at this hour more than ever it is
important that the young people of

should be instructed in the prin-
ciples of the gospel which god has
revealed by the ministrations of an-
gels and by his own voice from
the heavers the spirit of infidelity
is rushing like a tidal wave upon chris-
tian lands and some of its effects are
felt even here among the youth of our
mountain home some of these may
be unable to withstand the effects of
its shocks because they are not forti-
fied by an intimate knowledge of the
principles revealed in the book of
mormon and taught by the prophets
of G d the book should be carefully
studied because without an intimate
knowledge of it we are ignorant BO
matter what else we know every
man in this church is or should be a
minister of salvation unto the world
we wo aid not think much of a sectarian
minister who attempted to teach
christianity who yet was ignorant of
the simplest things in the new testa-
ment we would not think much of a
professed teacher of mathematics who
was ignorant of the rules of multipli-
cation and divison the mutual im-
provementpro associations have been
formed for the purpose of advancing
our young men in intellectual and
moral principles that the youth may
be able to receive and the
duties of the priesthood whenever
called to do so by the servants of god
there is no other book in existence
which can be compared with the boots
of mormon as an instructor in the
ways of the lord its pages contain
examples of noole lives devoted to
good and principles such
devotion as can seldom be found in the
worlds history the doctrines which
it inculcates are of the most sublime
character yet they are so simple that
the wayfaring man need not err there-
in the study ot the work therefore
should be constant earnest and pray-
erful if we address ourselves to the
book wih an eye single to the glory of
god fie will enlighten our minds and
give us a marvelousmar veloas comprehension of

I1 regard the proper stady of the
book of mormon as comprising a very
wide range of research we should
not only know the book but we should
become acquainted wita all the sacred
and profane history bearing upon its
satelect matter when men study the
bible they make themselves acquainted
with the scores of great works which
have been written by men who have
delved among the rubus of the past
and have brought to light much infor-
mation relating to the habits of ancient
people they study bible dictionaries
written by men of great learning
which explain the meaning of the im-
portant words in the bible give care-
ful descriptions of places give abiog
maphies ot men and shed a world of
light upon matters which without
their aid would be too dark for the
uninstructed reader men without the
direct knowledge we possess are will-
ing to give their entire lives to the
study and explanation of the old and
new testaments some of us think
we are doing pretty well if in the
course of twenty five years we have
devoted twenty anve hours to the
grandest work ever upon the earth
t is enough to bring the blush of

shame upon our faces when we watch
witt what earnestness the sectarian
world pursues its study of the bible
and then gaze upon the careless fashion
with which our own people peruse the
book of mormon

it is true very few books have been
written IB explanation f the golden
bible one reason is that it does not
need an explanation because as I1
bave cakl though suh is simple
even to the understanding of a child
but there are many external proofs of
the truth of this book many facts of
geography natural history language
tradition and ruined cities with which
every young man in should be-
come acquainted they need not fear
that these external proofs do not ex-
ist there ia already an abundance
and they are accumulating year by
year so that even now it would take
months of the most ardent and per-
sistent study to inform ones self of
all the vital facts which scientific men
of the world are obtaining for us we
should feel humiliated because we
give so little attention where so much
has been done for usand is being done
without effort oa our part with no

view scientific men
will spend their lives and their for-
tunes to uncover ruined cities and
bring to ligat the life of
the past they do not know they
are doing this work tor us
while we either through ignorance or
selfishness allow that work to go un-
heeded out of the almost
ible store of material I1 have time
to draw two or three illustrations to
enforce my meaning and prove my
point when joseph smith gave the
book of mormon to the world skep-
tics found much in it to scoff at the
book claimed that the ancient egyp-
tian language had been known to the
priests who dwelt upon anis land
the world said how ridiculous
this foolish and ignorant young man
disproves his own work in the very
beginning because neither egyptiannor hebrew was ever known upon this
continent scientific men have
found that inscriptions were made
and records kept oh this continent in
this language in 1886 fifty nineyears after joseph smith was engaged
in this translation a great central
american explorer named augustus
le pon gave to the world a book
called sacred mysteries among the
mayas in which he asserts and
proves what no man will probably
dare contradict that ancient egyptian
inscriptions were made upon maya
structures many ages ago he gives
tie alphabet as he found U and it is
a duplicate of the egyptian
alphabet as shown on the JRosetta
stone found at one of the mouths of
the river nile nearly a century ago
it is found that among the
a branch of the mayas and one of the
most ancient races of central america
baay hebrew words are used in com-
mon speech the and he-
brew words are almost in for
son daughter father star in zodiac
king name applied to adam afflicted
god september more rich seth
soa of adam to give these discov-

eries ought to be convincing to any
reasonable man however skeptical he
may have been

the sc offers were wont to ridicule
the book of mormon for de-
scribing the ministration of
christ upon this continent yet
all the recent discoveries unite to
prove that the peoples upon these
lands once knew the savior and his
mission although they have since
fallen into idolatry la many ruins
which have existed tor centuries the
cross has been found especially as a
sacred emblem accosta gives a tra-
dition which is repeated by Clavergo
and dr mcculloch which davs that at
a certain festival at the city of mexico

it was anciently the custom at certainceremonials aad consecrations to sac-rifice an image as they sacrificed theirvictim and his body wasbroken into hm ili which to-gether with those portions called hisflesh and boneswere distributed amongrhe people who received the same withtears and reverence with them itwas an admirable thing saying thatthey did eat the flesh and bones of god
wherewith they were grieved sucha bad any sick folks demanded there-of for them and carried it with greatreverence and devotion this is an

thought so by
catholic priests who invaded mexico
at au early day the priests found itexisting therlandthere and some of them calledit the ministration of the devil to
counterfeit the holy sacrament they
bad to explain it in some way and thisseemed the most feasible theory
these are startling proofs and theyare but few out of the countless arrayIs it not amazing that ane young peo-
ple of zion will remain in ignorance of
this book and the principles
it contains while men of the worldwill spend their fortunes and their
lives to search out the smallest detail
connected with the ancient life in
these landa

we are now confrontedconf rented with the
of how we shall study thebook of mormon to secure the best

and speediestediest results for the young
people in the current volume of the
contributor commencing with the no-
vember number a programme of ex-
ercises is given for the improvement
associations to follow among other
things it gives the subjects which are
intended for lectures namely the
bible testament and book of mor-
mon these exercises nave been laid
out on a very simple but effective plan
these lectures are each to occupy about
ten or fifteen minutes when the as-
sociations convene for the winter
classes should be formed to take up
these subjects with these lectures as a
basis this would give a d finite plan
to work to As many of the young
people as possible should be urged to
join the book of mormon classes and
it should be pointed out to them that
these principles are only to be learned
by degrees and that it will require un
ceasing labor and systematic work to
graduate in this study the details
are so vast in their character that dili-
gent investigation is necessaryessaiy to be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the
internal truths which the book
contains each member of the
class should be encouraged to
read it through lit home I1 care
not how fast for the first time
so long as he is able to get a general
idea of the historical thread to know
what the book is about who wrote it
why it was written and how it came
into our possession to secure the best
results the young mea need a guide and
helper therefore I1 think a teacher
should be appointed to take charge of
the class he be a man ot
baith with a thorough understanding
of the subject having the spirit of the
lord with him a man having tact and
intelligence to rear young and guide
untrained minds the more he
knows the better because his
class will recognize his abili
ity and will respect amna the more
he ought to give a great deal of time
to the preparation of these lectures
lie should have a great willingness
for work and enough courage so that
he would not grow despondent if he
did not make much headway at first
if he will seek earnestly to maintain
an interest tie will find that in a few
weeks bis efforts are beginning to
bear fruit he should say very little
but that little should be to the point
such a man wita the spirit of the
lord to assist aim will do more good
in aix months at home in such a class
than he could possibly accomplish in
twelve months abroad that is if he
will work at home with as much atten-
tion as tie would in the missionary
field at the first meeting of this class
the teacher should give a sketch of the
book aal a general idea of its eon
tents he sheild appoint one of the
members of the class to give the first
lecture at the second meeting the
student should receive from the teach-
er all necessary information as to how
long a time he should occupy and how
he is to present the subject with a
little instruction as to tee strongest
points to be made the first lecture
subject given in the contributor plan is

king of judea gehis
vision and nephis return to jerusal-
em so much is comprised in these
titles that the matter would have to
be very carefully arranged to brina it
within the prescribed time this
could be the first lecture in the class
and the plan irrine
tor ought to be followed from that time
on the teacher should request all
the members to read up the
subject of ahe lecture so that
when the sneaker is deliver
ing bis address they can follow
him when he has finished ten min-
utes should be allowed for a discus-
sion of the subject making the time
occupied by this class in the pro
gramme about twenty five minutes
where a speaker has nut made it
plain the teacher ought to make the
necessary explanations or call upon
some one of the students to make
them he should encourage the class
to ask questions whenever a doubt
arises and no question should be
passed by till every member of the
class thoroughly understands it in all
its bearings ao that no wrong im-
pressionspres may be left he should in-
struct his students to read the book
attentively ai home and to keep by
them a little note book in which to
enter questions on the subject in hand
la every chapter of the work there are
many things which young readers may
not readily understand relating to the
history of the people their habits and
mode of life geography architecture
and animals which also suggest many
doctrinal points and while I1 am

this point I1 will suggest such a
plan to all readers ot the book every-
one who peruses the book of mormon
tor close study should keep by his side
a little book in which to enter in-
quiriesqu iries he should never allow any-
thing to pass by without thoroughly
understanding it ay a cardim
he may be able to understand many of
these things himself but where he
cannot do so he communicate
with some one who knows more about
the matter than he does

at the commencement ef the session
I1 the teacher announce how
much ot the book the clasa Is expected
to cover in the season by this means
the members will spend gaeir reading
hours oa this portion of the book I1
think anis study will be very interest
ins and profitable if the presiding
officer will only endeavor to maks it
so

when a memher of the class is ab-
sent the teanner should look after him
and ascertain the cause of his absence
if one is a little backward he should
be encouraged and assisted in his
labors

giving to each member of the class
an opportunity to speak from his own
study and observation of the subject
in hand will result in making him

and as his remarks will
be subject to review in the class he
will learn tobe precise and careful in
his utterances

about every three months the teach-
er shoals have a class review from the
list of questions which he has pre-
served irom the lectures daring that
period by atna means he will be able
to show abe progress of tha class and
its individual members

ane question will be asked where
shall we get our teachers for these
classes it is an important inquiry
we would not send our children to a
day school anere the teacher was in-
competent to impart the rudiments ot
education to fit them for the common-
est duties of life but in these as-
sociations where ou future mission-
aries bishops and apost es are to be
taught the principles which are of the
utmost importance for time and all
eternity the sacred things of everlast-
ing life we often take it for granted
that anyone will do to preside many
of those who are chosen for presidents
are no better qualified than are the
persons they are called to teach
wherever possible the president
should be a man fit to take charge of a
class such as the one I1 have described
he should be one wao takes pride in
preparing himself to fill this high office
among atie young of zion but if ahe
officers of the asao cution cannot take
charge of these classes the best
qualified elders in the ward ought
to be invited to thatimportant duty and consider it in thelight ot a mission it is especially
important that a competent teacher
should be found for the book of mor-
mon class the prophet called this
work the keystone of our religion
and it ia of vital importance that the
young men should obtain a thorough
understanding of the work so that
they will not fall into any error con-
cerning its history through a failure
on the part of their teacher to properly
understand his subject the teacher
should be one who not only studies thebook of mormon but who is suffi-
ciently interested to push his inquiries
into the field of recent exploration and
discovery bearing on the subjectsome recent sketches in the juvenile
instructor may possibly impart some
ideal to the young men upon this
branch of the subject and if the pur-
pose of issuing a book ou the external
evidences of the sacredness of the
history should be teachers
and students will have already means


