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uuto the Church of God that were it
not for him the Church would suffer
material hindrance and be refarded.
God has declared that He would
not raise up other races and peolples
to earry on His work; yet He gives
to nll his sons nnd daughters the op-
portunity of nccoruplishinﬁI good
and receiving the reward that fol-
lows as n natural sequence.
the man who betrayed his Maker,
and who by a false kiss placed Him
in the hands of His enemies, by
whom He was led to a cruel and tor-
turing death, had the Keys of the
apostleship placed within his hands
and upon his head, and he bag the
oPport,unlt.y by the exercise of that
r

ght and g)rivl]ege appertain-
fng to the holy apostleship of
gn!f’uing all the blessings that

were In store for one called to
that exalted station. It was the
wenkncss of his nature against whieh
he did not strive; it was the im-
purity and unholiness of his con-
science, his selfishness, his desire for
Powar, his greed for money that led
iim to that fatal step; and so will
selfishness, greed, covetousness and
ungodly thoughts lead men today
to the depths of degradation if they
will not repent and listen unto the
commands whichh God bas given
and the requireinents which He
makes of His children. But it is
not within the bellef of =a
Latter -dny Saint that any man
is bound or in any manner tram-
meled in the exercise of his disere-
tion here upon earth. He is as free
as the angels in heaven—as free
today ns when he stood about the
throne of his great Father, and took
sldes in that great struggle which
took place between the sons of God
and the followers of Lueifer.

The Latter-day Baints do not say,
teach, or think that all those who
nre not Liatter-day Baints are of ne-
cessity to be consigned to a place
of endless torment and dwell
witi1 the condemned. They be-
lieve that in the Kingdom of
God there are, indeed, man
many mansions, "and every soul,
avery spirit will inhabit that partic-
ular degree and enjoy that authority
tor which its own nature fits it best.
Yet we think that if a man would
reach the highest rank—if he would
gain unto himself the boon of cter-
nal life, whieh-iz to know God and
dwell with Him, he mustdo not one
thing nlone but a}] that God hasever
demanded from His children. Man
must not be the judge of what is
right and what is wrong when his
Father speaks. God has said that
except n man ropents and is baptized
by one holding sutherity he cannot
enter the kKingdom of heaven. That
declaration was mnde without mod-
ification; it has never been repealed,
and we ourselves do not think it isa
dead letter.

it is only thos¢ who have not
looked Into the tenets of this Church
and have not examined the profis-
sions of this people who say in their
hearts that the Latter-day Sainta
are o gelfish people. The man who
is selflsh is notn true Latter-day
Saint; he is not llving up to his
high and holy nnme; he s not de-
serving of that grcaﬁ title until he
hnas conquered selfl and placed his
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| time, his talents, his menans, his
property, everything that he has,
upon the altar of his God, and is
willing to sacrifice it for the carry-
ing on of His great work.

The belief of the Latter-day Baints
is a liberal belief. Having the au-
thority of the Pricsthood in our
midst, we feel that God demands of
us that we should carry these doc-
trines and preach this Gospel to
every son and daughter of His upon
earth. Is there nnother 1l)eo;])le or
sect that has taken upon itself this
| great mission of carrying the

Jospel, without money nnd without
price, unto the sons and daughters
of God? Our missionaries do not go
abroad because they reccive nsalary
for this Inbor. They are called to leave
their homes for the time being, to
neglect the care of their families,
desert their business, pay their own
expenses and take no serip with
them and caring not for themselves.
Is there another people anywhere to
be found w hose missionaries travel
and labor after that pattern? We
do not think that the judgment day
will be ushered in and that men
will be called to give a strict account
of their deeds until every one has
| had an opportunity of receiving or
| rejecting the name of Christ, and
wa do not think that the Latter-day
Haints should constitute themselves

judges a% 1o who sbould be saved
rttln who is not deserving of snlva-
on.

In the early days of this Church
our fathers and mothers left their
comforiable homes, many of them
locked their doors and left their
houses as they stood, deserted kin-
dred and native country, and came
here to a wilderness and n desert-—
n place which was declared to be,
as the records of history show, in-
capable of sustaining any life but
thatof the known savage. One great
man declared with an oath that
corn could never be raised in this

valley; while another offered o
bushef of gold for the bushel of
sotatoes  that could -be raised
ere of a presentable shape.

The fame of the Utah preducts
has since spread, and people know
that this country is fertlle, with
every possfbility within it of great
advancement and almost super-
natural growth. They see, only
looking © with the human eye,
the de\’elorment, of a patch of land;
they see simply that the water has
been taken from its uatural courscs
and spread In fructifying streams
acress the Iand; but the Latter-dny
Haint sees more than that. He sees
the hand of God and the fulfllment
of prophecy in all this great and
mirnculous change; he knows that
it is for the Surposc of demounstratiug
to the world thiat the people of God,
though driven as they have been
from the conflnes of civilization,cnn
still grow until their nnme becomes
a wouder in the eyes of men.

We think that the power of in-
spiration exists in the world and
that God Iz bringing to lp&ss His
Almighty purposes inthetlerling of
nation with natlon and man with
man; that the king whe sits upon
bis t.in-one, the emperor who rules
frem his imperinl eouncil chamber,
and whose edicts are received as
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law throughout the length and
breadth of his vast dominions, live
and rule as viceregents, for the
time being, of the Almighty, and
that they will have to give an ac-
count of thefr ruling. We t,hinkli
too, that the Lonrd can and wi

overthrow kingdoms as seenetll
unto Him good, and set up otherd
in accordanee with the prineiples 0
justice and right. We look for the
dny when the earth shall be re-
deemed and when men will rule
and acknowledge that they rule by
virtue of the power they have re
ceived from the great éod of the
universe. If a man who has beend
blessed with an intellect of power
and enabled to bring inventions
into existence, or to make discover-
ies which have been of value to
the human race, understands his
position, bhe will aeknowledge rever:
entially that it is through the merey
and gil{ of God that he enjoys it.

Man will be judged for the deeds
he himself has done, nnd not for the
deeds of another, We believe thab
our first parents were the means in
the wistdom and in accordance with
the design and plan of the A]mightg
of bringing suffering, sin and deat
into the world, yet all who have
llved since that time are exoners
from any part of that great chnrgf:‘i
that the death of our Lord ab
Javior was effectun] in atoning fo!
that fall and satisfying that brokell
Inw; that we shnll{J called upon t0
wnswer not for what our KFather
Adnm did nor for what our grand-
parents, parents, or brethren and
neighbors are doing today, but for
what we ourselves have done or left
undone.

1 connet understand how it is po¥
sible for any man blesstd with the
powers of renson and thought 0
say even within his soul that tllf
tenets of the Latter-dny Saintd
Chureh are bigoted, narrow or pel-
fish. I feel to bear my testimony
to the power of the Priesthoed ©
Almighty God which exismumon%st
this people. of the growth and de
velopment of this people, and the
progress and advancement of this
work; that the statements aB
pr::l)hecles which bave been made
and uttered by holy men, that this
progress and advancement4vill Do
come to an end until every jot an i
tittle of the great Almighty \\'O“t
hns been brought to ; and that
this work will grow in spitc of every
obstacle thrown in its path, judgios
the future by the past.

The cholr sang the anthem:

Glory to God in the higheat.

Benediction by Elder Arthyf
Btayner.
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THE CITY BISHOPRICS:

We here give sketches of the
members of the Bishopric of th®
Hecond Ward:

BISHOP BAMUEL PETERSEN

is the son of Peter and Ellen M"":
geret Petersen, and was boTh it
1827

Bornholm Island, Dec. I,
His father was n carpenter, 80
3nmuel had just finished learnit®



