THE DESFRET WEEKRKLY.

185

chanted me! It was a splendid lesson
for mutual instruction. With what ar-
dor we sat ourselves to work at the task!
The great end to be attained was that
Rachel should not tall behind her pre-
decessor. Not a single one of these
three hundred words that we did not
examine, inspect, turn this way and that
wav, every way, to discover the
true, living and penetrating accent.
Three (two hours} (une such) are worth
whole months of ordinary labor.”

Here we have one of the most intel
lectual men in France and a woman who
was looked upon as beng the greatest
actress that the world has seen, spend-
ing an entire morning over the reading
ol thirty lines.

Edwin Forrest was never tired of ex-
tolling the merits of his great predeces-
sor, Edmund Kean,and was ever dwell-
ing upon his wonderful reading. He
sald once:'*You might take a Belterton,a
Garrick, a Kemble, and a Falma, and
add to them oid Roscus of Rome, and
the sum of them all would not make
one Edmund Kean. 1 would give firty
dollars a week for the rest of my lile
and fifty dollars a week for fifty years
after my death,if my estate was sufficient
to do it, to hear anyone read Othello’s
‘Farewel)’ once a week during the- rest
of my lile as Edmund Keen used to
read it. I have tried lor years and
years lo read it as he read it,to pro
duce 1he effect with it that he produced,
yet I have never succeeded but once. I
was down at the old Broadway theater.
One night 1 struck the keynote and
went through it to my entire sausfaction,
and was rewarded with five disiinct
reunds of applause. I went home bhappy
~—I thought I had it at last, but I badn’t.

have never been able to do it since
God Almighty was pleased to inspire
me for that one occasion, and for that
one only,"

This is sufficient to illustrate the posi-
tion we take 1n regard to reading aund
acCling. The only serious obiection, 1
believe, to the course I recommend js
that it ofters comparatively little oppor-
tunity tor the professor to impress his
pupills, and through them the neighbor
hood, with his profaouy. In natural,
common sense processes there is rarely
anything that dazzles, never anything
that bewilders.

Written forthis Paper.,
ACROSS COREA.

{Copyrighted by Frauk . Carpenter, 1894.}
A ; —

HE OCCU-
pation of Co-
| rea by Japan
/§ is already be-
ginninjg to

change the
country. An
electric rail-

road has been
planned from
the capital to

the Haf ri.
ver, which
S < e Jies three

miles away, and is probable that the
machinery for this will be goiten in the
United States. It Is twemniy-six miles
from Chemulpo, which is the main port
of the country, te Seoul, and the rail-

T

road will be built over the mountains,
connecting the capital with the sea.
Sooner or later other roads will be built
from Seoul to the west coast, and to
Fusan on the south coast, as well as to
the north. The nothern roads will be
fustered by the Russians, and there will
probabhly be a connection with the
Trans Siberian road, so that we will
eventually be able to go from Paris to
within a few hours' sail o) Japan by
land. Today no one knows much about
the country of Corea. There is no land
in the world outside of Thibet which
has been less explored.

Very few travelers have gotten into
the interior, and ihe leiters describing
tlie country has been confined to the
capital and the seaports. 1 am, I be:
lieve, the only American newspaper
man who has traveled right through
the peninsula [rom one side to the other
I douht whether the trip could possibly
be taken today. | made it last summer
just on the eve of the rebellion, and it
was curious in the extreme. My outfit
consisted of six men and four horses,
and spent seven davs among the Corean
moumains, traveling four hours in the
clouds, and being lified in chairs up hills
50 steep that the ponies could not fol-
jow. The nmiost of the way was on
bridlepaths, and a great part of it was
really dangerous on account of the
tigers and leopards. It was llke going
through a new world, and were it not
for the notes whch I took on the
ground, I niuight think the whole journey
a dream.

THE SNAKE AND THE CROWN PRINCE.

I had spent a month in Seoul, and
had been hobnobbing with the Corean
nobles, having had my audience with
the king, and I supposed that 1 woud
have no trouble in securing an escurt
across the country. 1 was mistaken
Just at the time | wanted to go the King
ot Corea had ordered all the horses in
Seoul to be brought to his palace city,
w hich lies at the back of the capital, in
order to enable him to move to another
vast establishment which be has in
anotier part ol the city. He has more
power, you know, than the czar, and he
IS more superstious than an Atrican
king There are snakes in nearly ali
the roofs of the Corean houses, and
just before we were ready togoa by
black snake about as long as a man's
leg had dropped down out of the roof
into the crown prioce's lace while he
was sleeping, and the king thought this
wasa bad oumen, and tuat the gods
wanted him to move out of the palace
for a time. He sent out his order,
and every pony in Seoul was laid hold
ol by his officials. I had emngaged lour
fast irotters, and the grooms were bring-
ing them to my, house, when the oflicials
seized them 1or the king. Had 1 or
one of the loreigners been with them,
we could probably have held them, but
we were not, and they were carried off
to the palace. I was stopping at this
time with Ms. Power, the king's electri-
cian, and be sent his soldiers ouiside
the cily, with urders to lay hoid of the
first punies that came. ‘T'hey brought
four shaggy beasis out of a party of
eight. They tned to calch the whole
lot, but the other four suspected their
intentions and galloped away, They
brought them into vur cuurtyard and we
persuaded them to go with us. . A high
official in Corea, as a rule, grabs every

tnitig, he can ger, and pays lor nuthing.
On this trip we paid for everything, and

it cost me to go from one side of the
peninsula to the othes three hundred
thousand cash, or about fi10o.

CARPENTER’S GORGEOUS OUTFIT.

My party consisted of four ponies and
six men, and 1 traveled like a Corean
noble. The king had given me a pass-
port, and this had an envelope almost as
big as this paper, and the Corean charac-
ters upon it were circled with red in or-
der to keep any one from changing
them. This described me as a mighty
American who was visiting Corea, and 1t
directed the magistrates to entertain nme
on my way. We had a servant with us,
who wore a gorgeous white gown and a
hat of hlack horsehair. This man usu-
ally took the passport and rode ahead
with it to the villages, in order that the
magistrates might Kknow that we were
coming; and as we got to the towns we
were met by trumpets and bands, and
were escorted in state to the government
offices, 10 the guest rooms ol which we
were kept over uight. I had six Co-
reans in my party, and I made the trip
alone with them. My old triend, Gen.
Pak, of whom I have written before,
was with me, and he comman 'ed the
outfit. He had a gorgeous blue suit,
which he bought for the trip, and his
clothes were spotless and clean. His
horsehair hat, | venture, cost $15, and
his shoes were of kid with heavy soles
of untanned rawhide. Pak spoke very
good English, and he acted as my inter-

reter and commander-in-chief. We had
our grooms, two of whom were mar-
ried, and hence had the right to wear
hats. The other two were bare-headed
bachelors, und they were thie shabbiest,
shoddiest, dirtiest, laziest quartette I have
ever seen inside ol Corea or out of it.
They were perpetually eating, and they
stopped at every cook shop on the way,
The tour grooms walked, General Pak,
the servant and myself rode. Pak had
a saddle which he had borrowed {rom
the prime munister, Min Yung Jun, the
man whose oppressions caused the
recent rebellion; and I had an American
saddle loaned me by General Great-
house. The 1wo other ponies were
loaded with our provislons and baggage,
and the servant sat on the pack. We
knew we would be entertained b’y the
magistrates; and by General Pak’s ad-
vice I bought a goodly supply of liquors
and cigars. The cigars were very cheap
~=] think the newsboys would call them
“two fers”—but they were wrapped in
tinfoil, and the magistrates handled
them as though they were solid gold,®
and their faces became oily with happi-
ness as they smoked them. I had a
haif dozen bottles ol champagne, several
of claret, and not a few of Chartreuse
and cognac. We were expected to treat
every party we met, and as the journey
lasted seven days, our supply was none
too large. We lengthened it out how-
ever, by the size of the glasses. We
bought little cognac glasses, holding
about a thimblelul of liquor, and passed
it around to the government clerks in
this way. There is no glass in Corea,
and the magistrates thought they were
generously treated, and the hlgber the
man the more glasses he got. As an
especially great favor, we gave the
empty hottles to them now and thep,
and we found them greedily grabbed for
wherever we went.

1 wish I could show you how we rode
in state out of Seoul, with niy servant,
going along tn tront and yelling to the
common people to get out of the way,



