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JOHN W TAYLORS SERMON

following tois the full text of the ser-
mon delivered at the tabernacle on
lFfriday october 7 1898 by elder john
tv taylor the transcript being turfur
finished by the stenographer who re

1ported the speaker
my brethren and slaterssisters I1 pray that

AM spirit of the lord will direct what4may say unto you I1 have had great
IVesmeasuresure during this conference in

to the counsels of the breth
nQ and I1 feel that the importance of

4 e question brought to our attentionbrwy president smith can not be over
asil mated areaare a blessed andaand a prospro
arous people today what has made

ttoto so it Is the factabot that the leaders
df this church have given a similar

aindlelnd of counsel for the past forty yearst oth people
1I1 desire myself to refer to another

phase of our religion torfor a few mo
i as we are reminded we are

Fr dual creatures I1 have felt fed in my
from the first hour this con

ference opened I1 have been delight
aed beyond expression with the

tul singing that we have in this house
taid I1 rejoice to assoassociateclate again for a

time with the saints during coni-
s therencewence for if I1 know my own desires
satat is to build up the kingdom of god

van the earth and tofco do my humble
spart wherever I1 am called to labor

now I1 have been abroad preaching
the gospel to the world preaching re
Imm tance we are commanded by our
keavenlyIteavenly father to preach repentance
for it is a day of warning and not a
say of many words and ninie times out
qtaf ten when I1 speak I1 cannot help
stalking upon this subject because the

to the elderaEldersareare so
walnplain regarding it now brethren and
aisters all these temporal things thatuve been spoken of are of great value
ap vsus and we should all learn the lesle-

on of patient labor I1 never in my
ate4 in office work or in the field or
wherever I1 have labored with man-
kind allowed a man to dodio a better
atyrayfl0 work thanjhan I1 have done myself
anyone who has labored with me in
wy capacity will understand this to be

ateae yuthtruth I1 speak of this to bear
peony of what has been said but there
sorbylo10 another thing that weighsweigh heavily
wsAM my mind our feelings are very
much influencedin by what we hear A

slstepped uupP to me at the
r problem9 crossoss station yesterday morn

jilg and told raeme he was going to move
toso aie rural districts and take up
tand I1 want more I1land he saaada 1

ut there is one thing that iA do
js mt like to move for and that it Isie in
y the settlement I1 am going to I1is8 in

Is valley or kamas prairie and
abt like to go for one reason and

is that I1 was informed that eight
ofrf every ten of the marriages
e have been of such a character

st the wives have had children be-
theyaw they were married now I1 CAN
BELIEVE in rhodes val-

k ia r theabe litter day saints are so rotten
r inanman stated I1 CAN NOT BE

v if

LIEVE that they have so thoroughly
rotted in the valley now this is a
question that I1 want to speak of a lit-
tle because there are things that we
need to speak of to the latter day
saints it is said by the prophet that
we should be like watchmen on the
towers of zion and that if we see the
enemy approach and we warn not that
city that their aldblood will be upon our
heads and as far as I1 am concerned as
an individualinrividual I1 propose to rid myself of
it

another thing I1 am going to refer to
we as a people always put the imper-
fections of our people outbout and we do
not cover them up slick them over
and varnish them but we expose them
like the physician ththatat takes the knife
and cuts out the ulcer in order that the
whole body may be saved this has
been the practice of the latter day
Ssaints from the beginning because we
are told that god does not lookbook upon
sin with the least degree of allowance
I1 was told by a very prominent gen-
tleman in this city that when he was
driving his buggy down main street
late one saturday evening several gen-
tlemen stepped up to the carriage
1 I regret to say that we have some
girls in our city as they do in other
cities of the world that promenade the
streets late at night paint their faces
and put on all they can get upon their
backs and healsheads to make them attrac-
tive unto the men the gengentlemanaleman
referred to is here to verify what I1
say you all see him that have eyes
looking this way these three young
men say we have been looking atask

these girls that are wandering up and
down the streets and there were
dozen of them and they said we have
irinformationformation to convince us that nine
out of ten of these girls are immoral
and have lost their virtue this gen-
tleman said to the young men these
are the girls you have to
chose your wives from arent
eddey yes I1 suppose itif we ever get
any was the reply I1 CANNOT BE-
LIEVE BUT THAT IT IS FALSE I1
CANNOT BELIEVE THAT SUCHSUCA
HORRIBLE immorality EXISTS
right here in the tentercenter stake of zion
and I1 want to sayeay to the girls that
maraler up and down streets with
nothing tto do late on saturday night
thetthat you are looked upon as being im-
moral womenwoman while conversing
this gentleman another man caniecame up

wowordrd I1 could notmot doubt and hebe
saidaid 1 I was informed by a lady in
salt lake who keeps a rooming house
that after the close of practiceices by the
Taber choir several members
comecame totio her rooming house for immoral
purposesoes I1 thought to myselfmyrtlf tsIs this
possible Is it possible thatithac wew cdan
look upon the beauty of this salt lake
tabernaclevole choir and have a
hangingbanging over them like this I1 cannot
believe these things neverthelesselesa I1
say unto you my brethren and sleters
that I1 fear there is a dispositiondispo critton among
some rfof ourmv people to0o become carelesscarcare elewalews
and lax in their morale to look lightly

upon men and womenmen who infringe
upon the moral law I1 feel strongly
impressed tobo read the vision of nepa
the prophetpophet if thisme isie true itif therethem Isa portion of truth about these exag-gerations how must you feel fath-
ers and mothers when your sont andaoel
daughters come to learn and sing the
songs of zion when you send your
daughter to trade and obtain the
necessities of life to hear thatchat your
daughters are viewed in this ligat by
the young men of zionalon the severalyoung men referred to axeare here and
you can see them all of you but I1 went
to say to you that these things are
NOT TRUE in their entirety but I1 dodb
believe there is some truth regardingdimS
these thingslinings I1 want totio read the vision
of nepal the prophet to showelbow yon
how the people of god have wandered
away in every age of the world haw
it was with behls family I1 say unto
youbiou brethren and slaterssisters the wealthwe will have toin thedhe morning ottof the

will be our sons andaaddaughters and while it is necessary to
wovemove and live and have an interest on
this earth when we come beaforebeifore the
batbar of god in the morning of the resur-
rection what will we have we will
navehave our sons and our daughters or weiwe
will be the poorest persons there we
will be barren and and winwill
beebe under condemnation if we navehave notmot
faugh t ourolur sons and in the
principles of righteousness the iwucW
munt of lebios dream as recorecordedoded inilk
the chapter of I1 nepal lais as fol-
lows

and it came to pass that we had
gathered together all manner of seedsof every kind both of staingrain of every
kind and also of the seeds of fruit otof
every kind

and it came to pass that while ayAT
father tarried in the wilderness he

unto us saying behold I1 have
dreamed a dream or in other words I1seen a vision

and behold because of the thingthine
which I1 have seen I1 have reason torejoice in the lord because of nephi
and alsoalao of sam for I1 have reason to
suppose that they and also many of
their seed will be saved

but behold laman and lemuel I1
fear exceedingly because of you for
behold I1 saw in my dream
a dark and dreary wilderness

and it came to pass that I1 saw a
man and he was dressed in a white
robe and he came and stood beforeme

and it came to pass that he
unto me and bade roeme follow him

and it came to pass that as I1 fol-
lowed him I1 beheld myself that I1 waswaft
in a dark and dreary waste

and after I1 had traveled torfor thespace of many hours in darkness I1 be-
san

be-
gan to prprayy unto the lord that pe
would ha on me according to
the multitudee of his tender merciesmeretes

and it came to pass after I1 hmhad
prayed unto the lord I1 beheld a large
and spaciousspaclious field

and it came to pawpass chati beheld
I1


